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Dear Reader, 


| HE Firſt and Second Parts of my 
Brief Account, were printed ſome 
Years ago, as appears by their Date. And 
the Third Part, which is now added, per- 
haps might not have been printed till after 
my Deceaſe, but for ſpecial Reaſons which 
inducd me to it. I have fincerely aim d in 
the Whole, ſo far as I know my own Heart, 
at the Glory of Gop, and the Good of 
Souls: And not at my own Honour, that 
any Man ſhould think of me, more highly 
WW then is meet: Or any otherwiſe, than as a 
chief Sinner, on whom the Lord bath 
ſhewed great Mercy. I defire forever to 
be deeply humbled for my Unworthineſs 
and Vileneſs, and that Gop's Free Grace 
alone, may be highly and eternally exalted, 
in the Whole of my Salvation, in my preſent 
and future Bliſs. Ob, Not unto me, Not 1 
unto me, unto vile unworthy me; but unto | 


= | the LokD alone, be all the Glory! if it 


— — — — 7 — — 


1 God's 


2 
* 
. 


——— oa *nogs 2 


— af 


/ 


Eis yr x to the READER, ,. 
ov Ways of Grace; may be mats known, 
by any Thing I have written : To the Praiſe 
F his great Name, the Joy of his dear 
= Children, and their Encouragement to put 
their Truſt under the Shadow of his Wings : 
I have the bleſſed End J wiſh'd, and the 
great Reward, which, of the Go of 
Grace, I ſought. I commit the Whole, 
fo the LorD's Bleſſing: And be intreated 
to aſe it, Dear Reader, #2 tby Pernfal of 
every Part, of the Gracious Dealings, of 
. f 
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; OF THE 

- WGracious DEALINGS 
= = 0 F 

1 | WITH A 


Poor, Sinful, Unworthy CREATURE, 
Relating to 


The Wo RRE of Divine Grace on the Heart, 
in a ſaving Converſion to CHRISFH, and 


to ſome Eſtabliſhment in HIM. 
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PART I. 
By A. D. 


cone all ye that fear GOD, and I will declare 
what He hath done for my Soul, Pla. Ixvi. 6. 1 


1 — hm 


* 
6ꝙ—ꝛ— 


„ | 
Printed by J. Harm, in Poppings-Court, Fleet-ſtreet : 
And Sold by J. LEwIsS, in Barben. near 


Heft- Smithfield; and E. Ga R DNR, at Milton's 
Head, in Eracec hi.. MccxLIII. 


REFA CE. 


Chriſtian Reader, 


Y Dejfign in the following Sheets, was to 
bear a Teſtimony, as one of God's 
itneſſes, to the exceeding Riches of his Grace, 
the Salvation of my Soul, But yet, when I 
began to think about it, (having been requeſt- 
to engage in this Work) I could not, for ſome 
we, find my Heart inclined hereto: As being 
der a prevailing Senſe of my o“ Weakneſs, to 
any Thing that might tend to the Advance- 
it of God's Free-Grace, and the Edification 
his People. So that thou hadſt never had the 
lowing Narrative, if the Lord himſelf had not 
ourag'd me to attempt this Work. And he 
el drew my Heart, as being one of his Wil- 
ſes, to bear this Teſtimony for Him, and his 
py of javing poor Sinners, of whom I am 
ef. 1 ſaw a great Glory in thoſe Words, 
v. XIv. 1. And I looked, and lo, a Lamb 
od on the Mount Sion; and with him an 
dred forty and four Thouſand, having his 
her's Name written in their Forcheads. 
as one of the Lamb's Company, I was mad? 
ling to bear my weak Teſtimony to the All- 
ciency of God's Free-Grace, and the Inſuffi- 
cy of every Thing elſe for the Salvation of a 
Sinner. And thus to look forth into the 
, 4 having the Father's Name written on 
Verecbead : i. e. As living Witneſs of that 
A-2 infinite. 


»4' 


The PREFACE. 


infinite Mercy, and Grace of Jehovah, «will 
He declar'd to Moſes, in that glorious Prot 
mation of his Name, Exod. xxxiv. 6. 
tho*, as I then thought, my weak Voice, in 
ſelf, could do but little to advance the Glo ff 
Free Grace; yet, as in Conſort with the Lani 
Company, that fing the new Song, it might b. 
ſome Uſe : As the weakeſt Voice in a united Ci 
pany conſpires to raiſe the Sound. Having i 
Hope, I ſet about the Work, leaning on Din 
Aſſiſtance, and thro* the good Hand of God in 
me, I have been comfortably carry'd thro i, 

And now, That God's Free Grace, which hu 
ſaved me, may further extend its Riches, 
owning this weak Attempt ; that the God of 
Grace may be glorify'd, and his People m 
ſome Advantage; is the earneſt Defire of, 


The Leaſt of CRIS T's, 


A.D 
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racious DEALINGS 


G O D, Ge. 


Y Deſign in this little Tract, being 
to give a brief Account of the Lord's 
Loving-kindneſs to my Soul; I 

all in Order hereto, give ſome Hints, 


Firſt, Of my Manner of Life from my 
hildhood. 5 
Secondly, Of the Work of Divine Grace on 
ny Heart, in a ſaving Converſion to CHRIST. 
Thirdly, Of my being brought to ſome 
Eſtabliſhment in Hiu. And, 

Fourthly, Something by Way of Reflection. 


Firſt then, As to my Manner of Life from 
my Childhood. It pleas'd the Lord to order 
It fo, that I had the Advantage of a Religious 
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I greatly delighted to learn, and commit ui 


Bible, and other Books ; o that f have pe 


6 A Brief Account of the 


Education; my Parents being both Graciu 
By Means of whoſe Care and Diligence, Im 
train'd up in the Ways of God: Being eat 
inſtructed into the Doctrines and Worſhip 
the Goſpel, ſo far as my tender Years wel 
capable of. I attended with my Parents up 
the Miniſtry of the late Mr. Hunt, who v. 
then Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt at Northan 
on; which was the Place of my fir/t, and ali 
of my ſecond Birth. I kept up private Pray 
frequently, but not conſtantly. From a Chil 
I was acquainted with the Holy Scriptural 
and took Pleaſure in reading them, with oth 
good Books; eſpecially Hymn-Books, whidf 


Memory. My natural Aﬀections at Time 
were much rais'd in OY ſome Parts of ti 


ferr'd religious Exerciſes to the childiſh Vanin 
of Play with my Fellows. Which ſome judgl 
to be the Buddings of Grace in my Soul. But 
however, from a Child I was under Convifim 
at Times; and my Conſcience was kept vl 
tender, that I was eafily touch'd with tit 

Guilt of Sin, when I thought I had done any 
Thing amiſs. And when I was under Gi, 
it would hinder me from Prayer, till it was 
little worn off. But then I thought to be 
better; and to Prayer I went again. And if | = 
could pray with any Enlargement, my Com- 
ſcience was eas'd, and I was quite whole, and 
went on with religious Exerciſes as before. 
But notwithſtanding my Attendance upon 
public 


#4 turn 


cas beſt Things, and my raiſed Affections in re li- 
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publick and private Worſhip, my Notions of 
Divine Myſteries, my Memory to retain the 


gious Exerciſes ; I was, tho' I had little Rea- 
ſon for it, a proud, ſelf-righteous Creature: 
And an awful Stranger and Enem to God, and 
the Way of Salvation, as it is alone by the 
Perſon, Blood and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. | 
For tho? I had Notions of theſe Things, yet, W 
alas! the inbred Enmity of my Heart appear' d, 
in my attempting to join ſomething of my 
own with Chriſt: Seeking Life as it were by 
the Works of the Law. Which is the Way that 
ſeemeth right to a Man, but the End thereof is 
Death. Proud Worm that I was, I valued 
myſelf upon my ſuppos'd Attainments, and 
thought my eternal Happineſs ſecur'd thereby. 
I have been ready at Times to bleſs myſelf 
thus: (when I have ſeen other Children at 
Play) “ Well, others are employed about Va- 
+ nity; but I know better Things; I have 
been at Prayer, while others are at Play: 
* Doubtleſs I am ſafe for Heaven.” But if 
any one had aſk*d a Reaſon of my Confidence'; 
it muſt have been, if I had ſpoke my Heart, 
Becauſe I am better than athers. So wicked and 
vain was I, notwithſtanding all my religious 
Seriouſneſs; that I went about to Hi my 
own filthy Righteouſneſs; and was far from ſasb- 
mitting to the Righteouſneſs of God. And 
thus, in Unbelief, rejecting the Saviour, I. 
might have been left to go on, depending up- 
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8 A Brief Account of the 


on my own Righteouſneſs, and to periſh with 
Thouſands in this ſplendid Way to Hell. 


And here I would further obſerve, That, 
tho? I moſtly had a falſe Peace from my ſup- 
poſed Goodneſs, yet at Times it was broken by 
my Badneſs, My Conſcience would accuſe me 
for my Vanities and Evils, as not being all of 


a Piece, as not acting conſiſtently with that 


Shew which I made in Religion. And oft 
have I ſtrove to ſtifle Convictions, and againſt 
the Force of them, when my Honour'd Fa- 
ther talk' d cloſely to me for the Good of my 


Soul. And lo, a little Time before the Lord 


wrought ſavingly on my Heart, I began to 
be more airy and proud, and to pleaſe myſelf 
with Creature-Vanities. And thus, being 
eſtranged from God, and an Enemy to Him, 
with my Back upon God, and my Face to- 
wards Deſtruction, I went on in Sin, towards 
eternal Death. And was ſo far from having 
any Fiineſſ in me for Converſion to God, or 


any Goodneſs to move his Favour ; that I had 


a Fulneſs of Rebellion, a Fulneſs of Sin in me 
to provoke his Wrath : And was fit Fewel for 
3 Burnings. And juſtly might I have 
been made an Example of God's Vengeance, 
of his ffery Indignation, in the Torments of 
Hell for ever. 

But, Behold! to commend the Love of 
God towards me, he took me at my worſt! 
For Gop, who 15 rich in Mercy, for his great 
Love wherewith he loved me, even when 1 was 


i dead in Sins, did quicken me together with 


Chriſt, 


wc i 2 me 
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Chriſt, influentially, upon the Bottom of his 
having done it myſtically. I was caft out in 
the open Field, to the Lothing of my Perſon. 
But the God of all Grace paſs*d by me, and ſaw 
me polluted in mine own Blood; cover'd all over 
with Nature's Defilement : And lo! He ſaid 
unto me, when I was in my Blood, live: Yea, 
he ſaid unto me when I was in my Blood, live. 
For my Time was the Time of Love, Ezek. xvi. 
5, &c. of Love's Manifeſtation, not of Love's 
Beginning. And this brings me to give ſome 
8 | 
Secondly, Of the Work of Divine Grace up- 
on my Heart, in a ſaving Converſion to 
CHRIST. And thro? rich Grace, I had the 
Honour and Happineſs of an early Acquain- 
tance with God. It pleas'd the Lord to work 
ſavingly upon my Heart, when I was about 
thirteen Years of Age; tho' I can't fix the 
preciſe Time of its Beginning. Which I judge 
was the leſs diſcernible to me, by Reaſon of 
my being ſo frequently under Concern of Soul 
before. But, however, this I can fay, that 
my Concern at this Time, was much greater, 
and more laſting than ever before: Nor could 
I find Peace where I was wont to find it. | 
There was a mighty Impreſſion made upon 
my Heart, of the Reality and Conſequencè of 
a future State, either of Miſery or Glory, of 
untpeakable Happineſs, or inconceivable Tor- 
ment; together with the Nearneſs of its Ap- 
proach. . Oh, ZEternity! Eternity was ever 
before mine Eyes! And the J/Verth of my own 
A 5 Soul, 
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my natural State was ſet before me, as a 
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Soul, as an immortal Spirit, capable of the 
higheſt Glory in the eternal Enjoyment of 
God, ar of the utmoſt Miſery in an everlaſt- 
ing Separation from him; was ſtrongly im- 
preſs'd upon my Mind. Again, the Miſery of 


Tranſgreſſor of the Holy Law : I thought all 
the Curſes in God's Book belong'd to me. 
And further, the Law of God, was now 
open'd to me in its Spirituality; as extending 
to Thoughts, the moſt inward Motions of my 
Soul, as well as to my Words and Actions. 
And I was as particularly laid under its con- 
demning Sentence in theſe Reſpects, as when 
Nathen ſaid to David, Thou art the Man. Be- 
fore, I cou'd hear the Miniſter ſpeak of the 
Miſery of leſt Sinners, and not think my/elf 
concern'd therein; and ſtill turn it over to 
ethers, which my Thoughts ſuggeſted to be 
the Perſons he deſcrib'd. But now I needed 
none to tell me, that I was the Perſon that was 
undone by Sin : And that, if I died in a State 
of Unbelief, and Altenation from God, I mult 
be damned for ever. 3 
This rais'd a Cry in my Soul, (tho' I kept 
it as cloſe as I cou'd from others) What muſt 
1 do to be ſaved? Now ] ſet about Religion 
in good Earneſt; I pray'd, read, heard in a 
very different Manner than I had ever done 
before. But my Wound was too deep to be 
heal'd with my own Doings now. My Soul 
was remov*d far off from Peace,. a dreadful 
Sound was in my Ears. The Law of God 
purſu'd 
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purſu'd me with its Curſes, notwithſtanding 
all my religious Duties, Yea, even for the 
Sins that attended them: Which 'till now, I 
was an utter Stranger to. Before, I was a 
beautiful Creature in my own Eyes, as wrap: 
round with my fine Doings. But now I faw 
myſelf to be a moſt detormed Object, a loath- 
ſome Spectacle in the Eyes of Gor, and was 
ſo in my own Sight. My beit Righteouſneſſes, 
now appear'd to be but lib; Rags; Which 
were ſo far from juſtifying me before GoJ,. 
that they really increas'd my Guilt, and Con- 
demnation, by Reaſon of the Sin that clave to 
them. I ſaw $7z now in another Light than 
before. I ſaw the excecding Sinfulneſs, and 
Hatefulneſs thereof, in its Contrariety to God, 
the Chief Good. The Guilt which before at- 
tended my Conſcience, on Account of Sin, 
reſpected only the outward Actions thereof in 
my Life: But now I faw myſelf guilty, by 
Reaſon of Heari-Sins. Yea, mine Eyes were 
now opened, to fee the filthy Fountain, 
whence all the defiled Streams, both in Heart 
and Life, did proceed. I ſaw that I was 
ſhapen in Iniquity, and that in Sin um Mother þ 
did conceive me, Yea, I ſaw myſelf a Sinner 
in Adam, my publick Head: Guilty. and Fil- 
thy in his firſt Sin. Oh here I view'd my 20. 
tal Wound! And that it was from Hence, that 
I was brought into the World a Sinner; with 
a guilty, filthy Nature, all over defled from 
ead to Foot, as a Deſcendant from fallen 
Adam. Here I ſaw, that it wou'd have been 
a rie- 


Heart was now open'd; and oh, what a Com- 


very Inward of my Soul, I have bemoaned 


A Brief Account of the 


a righteous Thing with God, to have cut me 
off in his Wrath, from the firſt Moment. of 
my Birth, and ſent me down into eternal Per- 
dition. Again, I was convinc'd, that I had 
been doing nothing elſe but inning againſt - 
God, ever ſince I had a Being. And I won- 
der'd at finite Patience, that had born with 
me, and ſuffer'd me to live ſo long out of 
Hell. I now, no longer thought myſelf to be 
better than others; but one of the vileſt Crea- 
tures the Earth bore, Yea, I thought myſelf 
to be the very Chief of Sinners. For tho' re- 
ſtraining Grace had kept me from outward 
Enormities; yet I cou'd look upon thoſe of 
the moſt flagitious Lives, and think myſelf a 
worſe Sinner than they. The Plague of my 


plication of Sins, what Filth, and Abomina- 
tions did I there ſee! Theſe made me loath 
myſelf in my own Sight : So that from the 


myſelf in theſe Lines of one of Mr. Shepherd's 
Hymns : 


e Sure I'm more Vile than any one 
„Of wretched Adam's Race! 


Again, I was convinc'd of my own Veak- 
eſs, and real Inability to do any Thing that 
was ſpiritually good; or in the leaſt wiſe to 
help myſelf out of that miſerable, diſtreſſed 
Condition I was in. I ſaw myſelf to be Car- 
nal, ſold under Sin. And that I was ſo far 
from being able to help myſelf out of that hor- 
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rible Pit I was plung'd into ; that the more I 
ſtruggl'd to get out, the deeper I ſunk into it. 
And this Inability to help myſelf reſpected, 
not only the Guilt and Filth, but alſo the 
Power of Sin. I ſaw, that I was held as in 
Chains under the Dominion of Sin. And the 
Power and Being, as well as the Guilt and 
Filth of Sin, was now a great Burden to my 
Soul. I ſaw, that nothing leſs than an omni- 
potent Arm could pluck me out of thoſe 
amazing Deeps! And now I was andone in- 
deed | Juſt ready to peri in my own Appre- 
henſion; being fill'd at Times with terrible 
Fears of approaching Wrath. So that I have 
been in Dread in the Evening, when I went 
to Bed, leſt I ſhould lift up my Eyes in Hell 
before Morning. 
Again, it pleas'd the Lord to convince me, 
that Salvation was alone by God's Free-Grace, 
thro' what Chriſt had done, as the Redeemer 
of Sinners. And that it was impoſſible for me 
to be ſav'd, without Faith in Chriſt, of the 
ſpecial Operation of God. Further, I was 
fully convinc'd of the Sufficiency of Chriſt to 
fave even the worſt of Sinners. And that there 
was Salvation in Him, which the Choſen of 
| God ſhould aſſuredly obtain. Again, There 
was a Soul-raviſhing, Heart-attracting Reve- 
lation of Chriſt made to me, in his infinite 
Suitableneſs as a Saviour, to my preſent Caſe 
as an undone Sinner: And alſo, of his infinite 
Ability to ſave me to the uttermoſt, from the 
Depths of Miſery, to the Heights of Glory. a 
ä An 
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And tho' what I heard of Salvation as yet, 
was but, as it were, in general Propaſitions: 
As that Chriſt dy'd for the Chief of Sinners: 
And, He that believeth ſhall be ſaved, Cc. 
From whence a Poſlibility of Salvation for me, 
was hinted : Yet ſo powerful an Influence had 
it on my Soul, that it kept me from Deſpair ; 
and held. my Heart at the Throne of Grace, 
And indeed, ſome Glimmerings of Salvation 
by Chriſt, together with a Poſſibility of its be- 
ing for me, were ſo intermingled with my. 
forementioned Convictions, that kept me from 
ſinking into Deſparation. 

About this Time I was put upon ſome 
Doubt about Election, whether there was any 
ſuch Thing. And received full Satisfaction 
from Rom. xi. 5. There is a Remnant according 
| to the Election of Grace, But then, to know 
whether I was elected, this was my chief Con- 
cern. For the Notions I before had of the 
Doctrines of the Goſpel, were not ſufficient to 
comfort me now. I could no longer reſt ſa- 
tisfy'd with knowing, that God had choſen a 
Remnant in his Son unto eternal Life; unleſs I 
knew my own Intereſt in electing Grace. Nor, 
that Chriſt had died for Sinners; without 
knowing that he loved me, and gave himſelt 
for me, Sc. I ſaw it avail'd nothing as to Sal- 
vation, to know for others, unleſs I knew thele 
Things for my, «wn Soul. God's Election— 
Grace ſtood forth before mine Eyes in an 
amazing Glory. But oh, to know whether / 
was one of God's choſen! I ſaw the ne 
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Gracious Dealings of GOD, &c. 15 
ble Bleſſedneſs of thoſe who were intereſted in 
Chriſt's Perſon, Love, Life, Death and 
Glory. But oh, the tormenting Fears, which 
at Times wrack' d my Heart, leſt 1 ſhould 
ſtand excluded from all this Grace! I was once, 
I remember, reading the ſeventeenth Chapter 
of St. John: And when I came to thoſe Words, 
I pray not for the World, but for them which 
thou haſt given me, for they are thine: My 
Heart was as if ſtruck thro” with a Dart; fear- 
ing that I was none of the Lord's, but of the 
World: and as ſuch ſtood excluded from 
_ Chriſt's Prayer. And thoſe Words alſo was 
with Weight upon my Mind, Pſa. Ixxiii. 1, 2. 
Truly God is good to Iſrael, even to ſuch as are 
of a clean Heart, But as for me! (for I went 
no further) from the firſt Verſe I ſaw how in- 
finitely Good God was to his ewn People, and 
how unſpeakably Bleſſed they were, as intereſt- 

ed in all his Goodneſs. So that from thoſe 
= clear and demonſtrative Views I had of it; I 
= could, with my whole Soul, join with the 
Pſalmiſt, and ſay, Truly God is Good to Iſrael, 
even to ſuch as are of a clean Heart! But then, 
from the firſt Clauſe of the ſecond Verſe, But 
as for me! ] took in a vaſt Sight of my own Mi- 
ſery; and was fill'd with Fears, that my State 
was juſt the Reverſe to that of thoſe happy 
Souls, which were intereſted in God, and in all 
his Goodneſs, Yea, I ſometimes found de- 
ſpairing Thoughts forcing themſelves upon 
me; as if I was irrecoverably loft, when under 
a prevailing Fear, that I ſhould be damned. 
2 And, 


as 
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| And, at Times, I was fit to bewail my Mi- 
ſery, in a Verſe of Mr. Maſon's Poem upon 
Dives and Lazarus: viz. 


God's gone, He's gone, and what an Hell 1s 
To be depriv'd of everlaſting Bliſs! (this, 


But thro' rich Grace, everlaſting Arms be- 


if 
[i [| Deſpair , nor was I long without Hopes that I 
il} ſhould find Mercy. The Greatneſs and So- 
mn. vereignty of Fehovah's Mercy and Grace; the 
PFiulneſs and Freeneſs of Chriſt's Salvation; to- 
% gether with the indefinite Promiſes of the Goſ- 
% pel, were as ſo many Cords which powerfully 
i drew my Soul, to venture into the Preſence 
of God, and proſtrate myſelf at the Throne 
of Grace, as a loſt, undone Sinner, as it were 
with a Rope about my Neck: Or, as under a 
full Conviction, and an open Confeſſion, of my 
having deſerved to die the Death. I was, as 
it were, brought before the Bar of God, and 
aſk' d if I had any Thing to ſay, why I might 
not be ſent down to the Pit? And lo! I ſtood 
guilty : My Mouth was ſtopp'd before the Lord: 
And I wondred that he had ſpar d me ſo long. 
I ſaw that I had deftroy'd myſelf ; And if I was 
the next Moment ſent down to Hell, I could 
i juſtify the Righteouſneſs and Holineſs of God 
therein. That Word was much to me upon 
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his Ways, and holy in all his Works, Pſa. cxlv. 17. 
Aye, thought I, he will be ſo, in my Condem- 
nation, if I am punifh'd with everlaſting De- 

| ſtruct ion 


ing underneath me, I was not left to ſink into 


this Account: The LORD is righteous in all 
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* firuftion from the Preſence of the Lord, and 
from the Glory of his Power: His Righteouſ- 
« neſs and Holineſs will ſhine forth herein.“ So 
that I had nothing to plead upon the Foot of 
Juſtice. But yet my Soul was mightily en- 
gaged, with the greateſt Intenſeneſs, to ſeek 
Life upon the Bottom of Free Mercy, and 
Rich Grace diſplay'd in a crucify'd Jesvs. 
Out of the Depths of Miſery, I cry'd unto the 
Depths of Mercy: as the poor Publican, God 
be merciful to me a Sinner! And God's Deſign 
to exalt his Mercy, and glorify his Grace in 
ſaving loſt Souls, did furniſh me with Argu- 
ments to plead with him for the Diſplay of 
theſe Riches in my Salvation, as the very Chief 
of Sinners. I thought if I was ſav'd, there 
would be ne're another ſuch an Inſtance of 
Grace in Heaven.“ And thus I have plead- 
ed with God, That he would diſplay the 
2 Riches of his Glory in ſaving me, to ſhew 
what a God of Grace he was; and what Won- 
ders the exceeding Riches of Sovereign Grace, 
and Free Mercy could work for the moſt mi- 
ſerable. 

Thus, as a poor, periſhing Sinner, I wait- 
ed at the Throne of Grace, with earneſt Long- 
ings, and ſome Hopes, that Mercy wou'd bid 
me live. I ſaw that there was Grace enough 
in God to fave me; and oft the Language of 
my Soul was like the Centurion's to Chriſt, 
concerning his Servant, Say in a Word, and 
my Servant ſhall be healed, Luke vii. 7. So 
have I faid, ſpeak but the Word, Lord, and 

ay 
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by revealing his infinite Fulneſs, and Freeneſs 


_ neſs to my Caſe, and that there was yet Hope 
for me; that, tho' attended with Fears, I 
preſs'd thro* all Difficulties, and caſt myſelf 
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my Soul ſhall be ſaved: Bid me live, and! 
ſhall live in thy Sight. I had Faith in Chriſt's 
Ability to ſave me. But oh, my Unbelief! | 
queſtion'd his Willingneſs. I was ſurrounded 
with a Crowd of Diſcouragements; which 
forbid my Soul crying after him. But ſo 
powerfully did the Father draw me to Chriſt, 


to ſave, together with his exceeding Suitable- 


at the Foot of Free Grace in Chriſt ; reſolving, 
that if I did periſh, it ſhould be at Mercy: 
Feel. 

But, before I proceed further, Iwou'd juſt ſum 
up the Effects of this Work of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon my Soul. And by this, he took me off 
from old Adam's Bottom, of Self- Dependance, 
and doing for Life. By this, he laid all my 
Hopes of eternal Happineſs, upon a new 
Foundation; even the Free Grace of God in 
Chriſt. By his, he made me low, and loath- 
ſome in my own Eyes; and Chriſt exceeding 
high, and precious in my Eſteem, By this, 
he made me long for, and ſeek after Holineſs 
as much as Happineſs; yea, to eſteem it an 
eſſential Part thereof. And, in a Word, by 


- this, he made God in Chriſt, AL to me; 
and every Thing elſe, nothing, in Compariſon 


of Him. So that I could fay, with the P/al- 
miſt, (in Reſpe& of Deſire, tho' not of Ap- 
propriation) Vom have I in Heaven but T, gx 
and 
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and there is none upon Earth that I defire be- | 
Ades Thee, Pla. Ixxiii. 25, 

In the next Place, I wou'd hint ſomething 
of the Means, which the Lord was pleas'd to MW 
make Uſe of, in this Work upon my Heart. 
And the Miniſtry of bis Word, was bleſt for |. 
increaſing my Concern, and enlarging my De- 
fires : tho” I found not that Soul- ſatisfying Con- | 
ſolation in it, which I thirſted after. I waited | 1 | 
| at Wiſdom's Gate, with earneſt Longings to 
19 find Chriſt. And every Lord's Day the 

| Breathings of my Soul were wont to be, Oh, 
that this might be the Time wherein I mighty ö 

| | 
1 


— 


2 


S . 


> find Jesus! And the Manifeſtation of his} 
Love to my poor Soul! And tho' I found not 
bim whom my Soul loved, to the Satisfaction of 
my Deſires; yet I did not give over Seeking, 
and my Longings were increas'd hereby. |. 
Again, the reading of God's Word, was an- 
other Means which was greatly bleſs'd to mp li. 
Soul, both for the Diſcovery of my Miſery, 
and Revelation of the Remedy, The Eſalms | 
of David, and St. Paul's Epiſtles were very il 
precious to me. I ſaw ſuch a raviſhing Beau- 
ty, and tranſcendent Excellency in CHRIST, 
that my Soul was ready to faint away with; 
Deſires after him, and I impatiently long d | 
for the Knowledge of Intereſt in him. Might | 
[ have had the whole World given me, Aye, | |! 
Thouſands of em, had there been ſo many, 
they wou'd all have been to me but empty. 
unſatisfying Trifles. I ſo long'd for Chriſt. 

that nothing but himſelf could ſatisfy me. And 
1 


1 


| 


| | 
%%% A Brief Account of the 
if I had but HIN, I thought, I cou'd freely 
bear all the Miſeries and Diſtrefſes which his 
can poſſibly be expos'd to in this preſent Time. 
Eſteeming it a far happier State to ſuffer Af- 
| Niction with the People of God, than to enjoy the 
if Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon; or to be the 
| greateſt Monarch in the World that was 
(ll! Chriſtlefs The Spirit of the Loxp did fo 
| 1 blow upon all created Excellency, that made 
it witber as the Graſs, or a fading Flower in 
my Sight; while the Glory of Chriſt was pre- 
ſented in its ſuper-excellent Beauty, and Per- 
1 je & manency ; Which made Him to me the Chief- 
Wh of of ten Thouſand ! I ſaw ſuch an inexpreſſible 


4 1 Glory in his Perſon, as well as in his Salvation, 


that HE was to me, all Defires! And the 
458 Pian hts of an everlaſting Separation from 
Hin as the Sum of all Perfection, and Foun- 
tain of Bleſſedneſs, wounded me to the Quick. 
1 Oh that Word, Depart from me ye curſed, &c. 
Mart. xxv. 41. How did it pierce my Heart! 
5 what Abundance did TI ſee, in that little 
1 | Word, Me, depart from ME] Oh, thought 
ſ I, if the Lord wou'd bid me depart from 
every Thing elſe, I cou'd bear it: But how 
it | ke all I endure it, if I am bid to depart from 
WH HIM! I faw fo much in ChRIST, that I 
| none happy, but ſuch who were inte- 
reſted in him; and none miſerable but thoſe 
¶ſcparated from him. Yea, I ſaw, that an In- 
E in him, the Fountain of Bleſſedneſs, was 
Enough to make his unſpeakably bleſſed in the 
f oſt afflicted Condition that could pay 
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befal them. This ſhone forth gloriouſly to me 
in thoſe Words, Pſal. cxliv. 15. Happy is that 
People that is in ſuch a Caſe : Yea, Happy is} 
that People whoſe God is the LORD. With | 
Heb. xi. 37, 38. They were ſtoned, they were} 
ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were ſlain with the 
Sword: They wandred about in Sheep. ſtins, and 
in Goat. ſtins, being deſtitute, afflifted, torment- 
ed: Of whom the World was not worthy, &c. 
The cxixth P/alm was alſo very precious to | : 
me. Oh how has my Soul breath'd out its 
Deſires to God for Life and Holineſs, in that. 
P/alm! I ſaw ſuch a Hatefulneſs in Sin, that 


made me loath it: And ſuch an Excellency in 
Holineſs, that made it exceeding deſirable ta 
me. Inſomuch, that I once thought, Well 
* if I muſt go to Hell at laſt; I deſire I may N 
be holy here! This, tho I can hardly ac 
count for. I well remember. A Senſe of til | 
wonderful Goodneſs and Forbearance of God 
did at that Time mightily overpower mi 
Heart. Which, together with the Suitable 
neſs of Holineſs, to the new Nature wrough W 
in my Soul, I judge to be the Reaſon thereo! x 
And I can't but think, that there muſt bY 
ſome Hopes that J ſhould find Mercy at tt 
Bottom of it alſo ; which wound up my Hea 
to that Pitch of Love to God and-Holineſ if 
Altho' I was fo far from Aſſurance of it, th ch 
I put it as a Queſtion: As, ſuppoſe I ſhow i 
„ ut? 
deſire I may be holy here 
And I may juſt mention a — 
W. 
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with which I was aſſaulted, When the Lord 
had ſhewn me the Plague of my own Heart, 
the Filthineſs of all my beſt Performances, and 
wrought up my Soul into Hatred of Sin, and 
Love to Holineſs: Satan ſet upon me thus, 
You would not fin againſt God for a World: 
Your © Prayers are Sin; therefore you ſhould 
not pray.“ And he back'd his Temptation 
with this Word, the Sacrifice (or Prayer) of 
the Wicked is an "Abomination to the LOR D, 
Prov. XV. 8. By which I was ſtruck down as 
with a Thunder-bolt, and fill'd with deep Di- 
treſs. I had but this one Way of venting the 
r oc my Soul: And if this was ſhut 
I knew not what to do: But it pleaſed the 
ord to deliver me from the Power of this 
Pemptation in a little Time, by ſhewing me, 
hat it was my Duty to pray, and a great Sin to 
eglect it; and that tho' I could not pray 
ut bout Sin, yet it was a greater Sin not to 


70 for Converſe with Chriſtian Friedds, 1 
ad not that Advantage : By Reaſon of a 
*emiptation, which I moſtly lay under, That 
1 ſhould prove but a Hypocrite, that my 
[Concern wou'd wear off, as my former Con- 
wictions had done, and that T ſhould return 
again to Folly ; and therefore it was better 
to ſay nothing.“ I accordingly endeayour'd 
conceal my Trouble; ; but at was too great 
be hid from my dear Parents. I could ne- 
r read in the Family, but my deep Concern 
as very viſible, altho' 1 ſtrove to refrain 


Tears. 
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Tears. And I remember, that one Time in 
particular, my dear Father, obſerving the 
ſame, took Occaſion to ſpeak to me about 
my Soul, and wou'd fain have known how it 
was with me. And tho” I long'd to tell him 
of my Miſery, and bewail my undone Eſtate, 
yet lying under the above-mention'd Tempta- 
tion, I could ſay nothing, but only broke out 
into 2 Paſſion of Tears. | 
The Concern of my Soul, now, was ex- 
ceeding great, to what I had ever before been 
acquainted with; and was attended with this 
Difference: In all my former 8 1. 
was glad to get my Trouble off, and Eale of 
Conſcience as ſoon as poſſible. But now I 
dreaded nothing more than that my Concern 
ſhould wear off, without a ſaving Converſion 
to Chriſt, and the Lord himſelf, ſpeaking 
Life and Comfort to my Soul. I knew, that 
if I was left in a State of Unbelief, to find 
Eaſe and Reſt any where elſe, than in the Bo- 
ſom of Chriſt, I muſt periſh for ever; and 
therefore had a great Dread of carnal Security, | 
I was deſirous to be wounded to the Quick, to 
be ſearch'd to the Bottom, and to endure the 
Pain of my Wounds, till Chriſt's own Hand 
ſhould heal me. And the Knowledge I had, 
that it was God's uſual Way, firſt to ill, and 
then to make alive; was of great Uſe to me, 
and afforded me ſome Hopes, that the preſent 
Death and Diſtreſs I was under, might be but 
in Order to my Toy and Life for evermore. 
And therefore I fear'd the leaſt Interval of Di- 
7 ſtreſs, 
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ſtreſs, if not upon a right Foundation. That IM br 
Word was very terrible to me at ſuch Seaſons, 
My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with Man, m 
Gen. vi. 3. Oh! thought I, now I am a go- Ml m 
ing to be given up to a hard Heart, and left to ra 
periſh in a State of Alienation from Chriſt | af 
Not that I thought the holy Spirit would ever {MW hi 
forſake that Soul, where he had begun his u 
ſaving Work: But I fear'd that what I felt 1 
ſhould riſe no higher than his common Opera- b 
tions: Which, how great ſoever, do always Ml £ 
leave the Soul ſhort of Saving Faith in Chriſt: 
And it was his ſpecial Operations herein which 
I long'd for. There was, I remember, an 
Expreſſion dropp'd in Company, where I was, 
that did very much affect me: It was this, ( 
<* the leaſt Dram of Saving Grace will land a 
“ Soul ſafe in Glory, when they which have 
% Abundance of common Grace may go to 
« Hell with it.“ And, oh, how I long'd for 
one Dram of this Saving Grace ! 
Another Means, the Lord was pleas'd to 
make Uſe of, was a Book that was caſt into 
my Hands, which treated of. the Happineſs 
and Glory of the Saints in Heaven; as it con- 
ſiſts in a perfect Enjoyment of God, and Con- 
formity to him : (its Author I know not, the 
Title-Page being rent out) This Book was 
greatly bleſt to my Soul, to give me to {ee 
more of, and long more earneſtly for the tranſ- 
cendent Happineſs of God's People. 
Mr. Shepherd's Penitential Cries were alſo of 
great Uſe to me. Oh, how has my Soul 
breath'd 


| 
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breath'd out its Deſires to God, in ſome of 
thoſe Hymns! And particularly that for Com- 
munion with God! And tho? I could not fay, 
my God, and my Chriſt: Yet I ſaw ſuch a 
| raviſhing Glory in him, that made me thirſt 
after the Knowledge of Intereſt. And oh, 
er how bleſſed did I ſee thoſe to be, who cou'd 
is uſe that appropriating Word, my CnxisT ! 
|: WW That my impatient. Longings for Chriſt may 
. be diſcern'd, I ſhall tranſcribe. the os ho 
8 And my Soul was in it. 


h mn Tf naſa nab WE, 

n A Las, my God, that we ſhould be 

85 A Such Strangers to each other! 

S, O that as Friends we might agree, 

a And walk, and talk together! | 
© MW Thou know'ſt my Soul does dearly love 
0 The Place of thine. Abode : 


IT No Muſick drops ſo ſweet a Sound, 
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May 1 I taſte that' Coitmpnion, Lord, 
Thy People have with Thee? 
Thy Spirit daily talks with them, 
© let him talk with me 
Like Enoch, let me walk with God, 
And thus walk out my Day, - 
Attended with the Heavenly S, 
Upon the King 8 W * f 


When wilt thou come 5 me, Lord 7 

O come, my Lord moſt dear; 

Come near, come nearer, nearer ſtill, 
Pm well when thou art near. - 

When vilt thou come unto me, Lord? 
I languiſh for thy Sight; 

Ten Thouſand Suns, if thou art kane, 
Are Shades inſtead _ 1 

When wilt * come unto me, Lad 
For till thou doſt appear, 

J count each Moment for a Day, 
Each Minute for a Year : 


Come, Lord, and never from me go, 5 


This World's a darkſome Place : 
1 find no. Pleafure here below, 2 


eee 
My Jeſus is my | 
As thou doſt ſhine, or diſappear, * 
- My.Pleafures fie or fall: | 


Come 


C 


Come {| Wein Savour on my Frame, 5 if 
No ˖ is ſo ſweet : 

Till I get up to ſing thy Name, ee 
Where all thy Singers meet. 


Theſe Verſs, alſo, ſpoke. wy very Hear, 


Thoſe falſly call d the Sweets of Sin 92212 q 
Are bitter unto me: HOW 
J loath the State that I am in, 
And long to come to Thee: 
But oh! Wilt thou receive him e, 
That's coming to thy Dor? 
For I can bring no Dow ry, Lord, 
I come extremely poor. FIR 


And indeed, moſt of thoſe ms che t 
Lord made of Uſe to me. Thus I went on, 
one while in Hapes, another while in Frars, 
for about four Months: And no Satisfaction 
could I get of my Intereſt in the Lord Jeſus.” 
At length, it — the Lord to viſit me 
with a very dangerous IIlneſs; the Fever, 
with Convulſions in the Nerves to à violent 
Degree: So that my Life was deſpair d. of. 

all Means us d for my Recovery proving in- 
effectual, I was given up of Phylicians, and 
judg'd by all that ſaw me to be very near Death. 
My Body was fill'd with exquiſite Pain; but 
the Agonies of my Soul, were a much greater 
Diſtreſs. Death abet me in the Face. 1 
thought myſelf. juſt ready to lanch into a v 
Eternity: and knew not h would become 
. of my poor Soul. And now my Diſtreſs roſe 


B 2 high 


* 


ꝛ—ü— 
8 rig Artmmtiof the | 

| — God's apprebended Wrath paſſed over me: I © 

funk in deep Waters, where there was no fandint. N F 


Neceſſity was upon me, I muſt. venture on 
Chriſt, or periſh ; Believe, or Die: And the 
Conflict of my Soul, between Faith and Un- 
belief, was exceeding great. Like a Man 2 
Drowning, I catch'd at every Twig; I la- 
bour'd to take hold of the Promiſes, to keep 
me from ſinking. But if I got a little Support 
one Moment, my innumerable Tranſgreſſions, 
as fo many Weights, came preſſing in upon 
me, and ſunk me the Next. Oh here lay the 
Difficulty, to Believe for myſelf, in the Face of 
ſo much Sin and Guilt! The Avenger of Blood 
was at my Heels; Chriſt Jeſus, the Hope of 
Sinners, was in my Viet: My Soul was fleeing 
for Refuge, to lay hold thereon : But oh the 
Weights which hung about me, did much 
hinder my Motion, the Speedineſs of my Flight! 
My Friends labour'd to comfort me: But I 
have oft thought this Verſe very expreflive of 
my Caſe, at that Time: 
EKind was the Pity of my Friends, 
But could not caſe-rffy Smart: 
Their Words indeed did reach my Caſe, 
But could not reach my Heart. 
Nature conflicted 1 | _ ang ſome 
Days, until being quite ſpent, I was brought, 
in 41 eee unto the Point of Death. 
My Parents being put out of the Room, » 
| 2 BY ne 
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ſpeak, but had my Senſes 8 E 1 4:0 
And now, Behold, the Time of my Extre- 
mity, was God's Opportunity |! Hk made the 


Storm a Calm, and brought me to my defir d 


Haven! 1 had Faith given me in that Ward, 


John vi. 37. Him that cometh unto me, I will 
in no Wiſe caſt out. And oh, the infinite Grace, 


and Faithfulneſs, I faw in it! Now I could 
believe for myſelf in the Face of ten Thouſand 
Diſcouragements! I came to Chriſt, juſt as 1 
was, a guilty, filthy, undone Sinner: Chriſt 
receiv*'d me: I truſted my Scul with him, be- 
lieving, that in infinite Grace and Faithfulneſs, 


he would in no Wiſe caſt me out! Thus I was 


enabled to take God at his Word ; and ſer 2 
my Seal thathe'is tree 


* 


This was a wonderful Effect of omnipotent 


Power, and irreſiſtible Grace; which the 
Power of Unbelief was not able to withſtand ! 


Nothing leſs than the exceeding Greatneſs of 


God's Power, could have rais'd up my Soul, 


from thoſe Depths of unbelieving Fears, to 
Faith in Jeſus! Twas nothing leſs than an 
Almighty Voice, that with one Word of Free- 
Grace, could create Peace in my troubled Soul, 
and cauſe both Winds and Waves to be tit? 
Now the Day began to dawn, glorious 
Light, even the Light of Life ſprang in:” Jl 
And Death and Darkneſs fled before it! Now: 18 
| could look upon the near Approach of my- 
Diſſolution with Comfort, and take Pleaſure in 
the Views of Eternity. Oh, thought L, be- 
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fore another Hour, I ſhall be ſafe landed in 
Glory! And had I died then, I am well ſatis- 
- fied, that my Soul had been exceeding ſafe in 
the Arms of Chriſt, _ e 

But lo! My Wonder-working God, not 
only wrought Wonders for my Soul, but for 
my Body alſo, An unthought of Means was 
propos d to my Parents, who had given me 


* up, and deſign'd to uſe no more. But how- 
ever, being preſs d to make another Experi- 


ment, they yielded. My Caſe was deſperate, 
the Remedy was ſo: A very ſkilful, tho' a 
very prophane Perſon order'd it: I receiv'd 
the Potion ; and it put Nature into a mighty 
Struggle for a Time: But the Lord bleſs'd it, 
and order'd its Operations for Life. My con- 
Vvuls'd Motions ceas'd, and I ſtrangely reviv'd, 
aud cou'd ſpeak in a little Time, 

| But oh, the Difference of my Language! I 
before had made my Complaint in the Bitter- 
neſs of my Soul. But now my Mouth was 
filld-with: Praiſes. - Every Corner of my Soul 
being overflow'd' with Love, Life and Peace! 
Oh the Fey of God's Salvation, which I now 
felt! Ie was indeed Vnſpeatable, and full of Glory! 
My Soul was got where it long deſir'd to be; 
even into the Beſom of Chriſt! I was rais'd 
from the Gates of Hell to the Borders of Hea- 
ven. And the Depths I was  rais'd from, 


| made the Heights I was rais'd. to, the more 


Amazing ! I felt the Rock beneath me: And 
my Feet being ſecurely fix d upon Chrift, [ 
look'd with amazing Wonder, both __— 
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and downward. Downward, to. that horrible 
Pit J was deliver'd from; and Upward, to 
thoſe, Heights of Glory,, I ſhould: be rais'd to. 
And oh, how I admir'd, and; ador'd diſtingui/h- 
ing Grace | Now I could bleſs the Lord, that 
ever I had a Being. And in the Joy of my 
Heart, break out thus : Oh Why me] Why me, 
when Thouſands periſh !! How is. it that I 
| ſhould be a Veſſel if Mercy, that have deſerv'd 
to have been a Veſſel of Wrath for ever! That 
I ſhould be ſav'd by Free Grace What Man- 
ner of Love is This, that has pluck'd me as a 
Brand out. of. the Burning ; while others are. 
paſs d by, and left to periſh, 3 the due De- 
ſert of Sin! Bleſs.. the Loxp, O my Soal, and 
all that is within me, bleſs bis Hob Name! 1 
ſaw, not only, that Chrift would not caſt me: 
t out : But that he receiw'd me to the Glory of 
Cod. And that the Joy of God's Favour, 
which now fill'd my Heart, was an Earneſt of, 
| and would iſſue in that Fulneſs of Joy, and 
| thoſe Rivers of Pleaſures, which are at his 
Right Hand for evermore. The following 


| Verſes of one of Mr. Maſon's Hymns, were 
exceeding precious to my Soul at that Time. 
Os was I born firſt from Beneath ! 
| And then born from Above! 
= Am 1 4 Child of Man and God? 
Orich, and endleſs Love! 
Earth is my Mother, Earth my Nurſe, 
And Earth muſt be my Tomb: 
But God, the Cod of Heaven and Er, 
My Father is become. 
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_ Hell entred me, and into Hell 
G quickly ſhould have run: | 
; But O! kind Heaven laid hold on me, 
—_ ___» Heavenisin me „„ 
This Spark will riſe into a Flame, 
This Seed into a Tree; 


My Songs ſhall riſe, my Praiſes mall 
Loud Hallelujah's be. | 


=, 5.5 


„Aud as 1 call d upon my own Soul to bleſs 

che Lord, ſo upon all round about me, with 

the Plalmift, O bleſs the LORD with me, 
and let us exalt his Name together ! Thus 1 
began the Work of Praiſe, which I believ'd 
would be my eternal Employment in Heaven. 

| The Lord having brought me up out of an hor- 
 Tible Pit, and ſet my Feet upon a Rock, he put a 
ll mew Song into my Mouth: And many ſaw' it, 
and were glad. A few Days after this, I was ſo 

well recover'd, as to be left alone in my Bed, 
(it being Market-Day): But, ſurely, I may 
ſay, I was never leſs alone than at that Time. 

The Bleſſed Spirit did, as it were, take me 

by the Hand, and led me to take a Survey of 
CHRIST, in all the Steps of his Humiliation, 
from his Birth to his Death, as the Man of 
Sorrows, and acquainted- with Grief for me! 

He led me to take a View of Chriſt on the 
Croſs, in the Agonies of his Soul, and Tor- 
ments of his Body, as bearing my S Sin, endur- 

ing my Hell, giving up himſelf a Sacrifice in 

my Room and Stead : To redeem me from 
endleſs Miſery, o eternal Glory! I "uy 

all 
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all my Sins, meeting upon Jesvs!. And faw 
him wounded for my Trunſgreſſions, and bruiſed 
for mine Iniquities And oh, the Infinity of 

Grace which I ſaw, both in the Father's; and 
Chriſt's Heart, in this wonderful Contrivapce 
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Did theſe cauſe his Agonies, wound his Soul, 
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of infinite Wiſdom, to fave me by a crucify'd' 
Jzsvs! In the finiſh'd Work of Redemption, 
I view'd my Salvation wrought out. And a 
Perfection of Peace, Pardon, Life and Glory, + 
come flowing down to me, in the freeſt Grace, 
thro the Blood of Chriſt:!t!tßʒł⸗ ! 
And oh the Power of the Croſs! The Dif- 
play of boundleſs Grace herein, ſet my Soul a 
zurning! I loo d, and lov'd ] yea, I look'd, 
and mourn'd! The Fire of divine Love, melts 
ed my Soul down, and made mine Eyes a 
Fountain of Tears! Now I look'd on him whom - i 
I had pierced, and mourn'd indeed: With the 
ſweeteſt, and yet the bittereſt Mourning that 
ever my Soul felt! The exceeding Rictes of 
Grace, in the free, full, and eternal Pardon of 
all my Sins, thro? a Bleeding IEsus, fill'd my 
Soul with «unſpeakable Foy and Sweetneſs! Ant 
yet at the ſame Time, as I view'd my Sins a- 
gainſt CHRIST, meeting upon him, piercing, 
and wounding of him, I was in ſuch Bitterncſt 
for him, that I never before found! Oh, 
thought I, were my Sins the Whips and Nails! 


fil his bitter Cup; which, in infinite Love, he 
drank off for ne Oh vile Worm that 1 am! 
Oh hateful Sin ! Thou art the moſt loathſome, 

abominable Thing in my Sight! It was me the 
nt B 5 dear 
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dear Lord Jeſus vd] And yet it was I tha! 
Prercd bim And oh how this pierc d my Soul! 
Thus Iwas in Bitterneſs for HI. Which yet 
Was very eonſiſtent with, thoſe unſpeakable Joys 
of redeeming Love, which at the ſame Time 
AIFd my Heart. This was one of the ſweeteſt 
Days I have enjoy'd in this World. And in a 
BH Word;. the Manifeſtations of God's Love to 
my Soul, in this Affliction, Were ſo great, Vi 
that I have thought, I could freely endure the 
fame Agonies again, if I might have the ſame I ., 
Comforts, It was the Time of my Eſpouſals, 
and the Day of the Gladneſs of my Heart, 
WWW 

The Lord rais'd me up from a Sick-Bed, 
from Death to Life, both in Soul and Body. 
I was as it were brought forth into a ew World: 
All Things appear'd net• to me. I-convers'd 
with new Objects; or rather, in a new Manner, 
with the ſame glorious Objects, I had ſome 
Glimmerings of befaxe. I felt new Aﬀections, 
Deſires, Delights, & I found my ſelf deli 
ver d from Mount Sinai; and brought to Wy 
Mount Sion: The City of the living God, the 
beavenly Feruſalem, and to an innumerable Com- 
. pany of Angels, to the general Aſſembly and Mica 
Church of the Firſt- born which are written in 
Heaven, and to God the Fudge of all. And to 
Jeſus the Mediator of the New Covenant, and i0 
the Blood of ſprinkling, that ſpeaketh beiter 
Things than the Blood of Abel, Heb. xii, 22, Cc. 
Religious Duties, were now very precious to 
me: Such as Hearing, Reading, Praying, 
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Meditation, and Converſe with Chriſtians : 
And much of Cod I enjoy'd in them. The 
Saints were now my own Company: I efteem'd 
them, the Excellent of the Earth, in whom 
was all my Delight. Lord's Days, were the 
ey of my Heart, Sabbaths indeed to me. 
And the Soub-reft by Faith, which I enjoy d 
thereon, receiv d an additional Sweetnels, as E 
view'd it an Earneſt of my eternal Reſt in the 
Boſom of Chriſt. In ſhort, my Converſation 
as in Heaven; and the World, Sin, and 
Satan under my Feet. And I was ready to 
think I ſhould akvays live ſo: The Sin of my 
Nature, being at this Time, ſo mightily borne 
down, by thoſe full Fides of Love and Life 
which overflow'd my Heart. But alas! I ſoon 
found that I was not got out of the Reach af 7 
ſpiritual Enemies. 
, As I was engag'd in Meditation, on my. 
dear Lord Jeſus, a vile Thonght darted into 
„my Minds, which ſtruck me with a ſtrange 
- Vorprize. And I was ſtraightway affaulted 
0 with a violent Temptation, That all the Ex- 
e perience J had had of the Lord's loving Kind- 
„dess, was but mere Deluſion.” Those Words 
came thundering in upon me, with amazing. 
Terror, 2 helf ii. 11, 12. God ſhall fend 
„em frong Bestes that they ſhould believe a 
0 Le: That they all might be damned; And thus 
4 Satan apply'd them: That I had even wea- 
7 «yd God with my inceſſant Prayers; and that 
therefore he had given me up to this ſtrong 
8. d to 2 believe my Safrty in —_— 
£ Which 
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* be damned, and 
the vile Thought above-mention'd, he call'd 


J had been rejoicing in Cyr1sT, as mine. But 
- Purpoſe that I might go to Hell ſecurely ! what 


_ Chriſt, and plung'd into the Belly of Hell, 
And alas, I knew not what to ſay 
nor how to defend myſelf. This Thought that 
paſs d thro? my Heart, was unexpected to me 
and T knew not how to . it with my 
being! in a State of Grace. | 


| 8 graciouſly. pleas'd to ſend me an Anſwer of 
Peace immediately. 
the 7th Chapter to the Romans, from the 15th 


ture, both dwelling together in my poor Soul. 


ing in me. The Experience of the great Apoſtle, 
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* which was indeed but a Lie : That fo I might 
go to Hell quietly.“ And 


in as a Witneſs of my being ſtill in a State of 
Sin. But oh, the Soul- Diſtreſs I was then in! 


oh, a Thought of being deceived ! and that 
my very Comfort was but a Deluſion, ſent on 


Agony and Torment did it put my Soul into! 
I was as it were ſnatch'd from the Boſom of 


to Satan, 


But in my Diſtreſs, I ran to God, and 
ſhewed before him all my Trouble. 1 pour'd 
aut my Complaint into his Boſom: And he was 


Before I got off my Knees, 


Verſe, was brought to my Mind with great 
Light and Glory. Oh then it was, that the 
Lord the Spirit, did firſt open to me, the My- 
ſtery of Sin and Grace, the New and Old N. 


And that I muſt expect a Conflict, and had no 
Reaſon to queſtion his Fork upon my Heart, 
becauſe I found ſuch Contrarieties thereto work- 


did alſo r me a mighty! Lift: wr he 
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fays, That which I do J allow not; for what I 


would, that do I not; but what I hate, ibat do 


J. Now if I do what I would not, it is no 
mort I that do it, but Sin that dwelleth in me, 
&c.' And having, with him; groan'd out my 


own' Wretchedneſs, by Reaſon of an indwel- 
ling Body of Sin and Death: J was made, in 
beheving Views of Deliverance, to F Thanks 
to God, bro Chrift Feſus my Lord. And to 
conclude, as he doth, So then with the Mind I 


myſelf ſerve ibe Law of God, but with the Fleſh 
the Law of Sin. Thus the Lord gave me the 


Victory at this Time: And the Inſtructions I 


then receiv*d, have been of Uſe to my Soul, 


ever ſince. 


« * 


to Pain. But bleſſed be my God, this laſted 


but a little while: He rebuk'd the Devourer, 
enabled me to run into Chriſt my Refuge; 


and there I found Peace and Safety. I was 


alſo tempted to queſtion the Being of Goy,; 
which was very diſtreſſing while it laſted. But 
thro? Grace I was ſoon deliver'd. And many 
were the Combats I had with Satan and Unbe- 
lief, about my Intereſt in the Lord Jeſus. And 
when I knew not what to think, whether I was. 
a Believer, 'or not: I have many Times been 
help'd to come to Chriſt, as a poor Sinner, 
Juſt as I came at firſt. - Being ſweetly drawn. 
by the indefinite Promiſes of the Goh, to 
venture on Chriſt afreſn, to caſt my 


Quickly after this, I was aſſaulted with blaſ- 
phemous Thoughts; attended with à ſtrong 
Impulſe to utter them : Which put my Soul, 


elf into 


his 
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his. FROW to. come to him with all | op that 
Weights and Burdens : And in his Boſorn, 1 = KK 


whom his F ather has given him, that he'll in 
zo wiſe caſt out. But oh, the Pain and Diſtreſs 
5 7 my Soul into! I knew: not what 
to do! 
But however, 3 TOE to Ds and 
told him how I had been robb'd and ſpoiFd of 
my Comfort: And pray'd him to give me 
= ſome other Word of Promiſe, or elſe to bring 
= the ſame again, with ſuch mighty Power, that 
| might be able to take away, my Joy 
of Faith in t. And his Ear being open to my 
Cry, he preſently gave me an Anſwer to W 
(bf 5 The ſame Word was brought again, 
ſuch Power, Light, and Glory, that made 
e and Unbelief fly before it. All that the: 
Father giveth me, fall come.tome; Here I ons 
eic that 


always found Ret. . tha! 

I reme once, as A attempting to on 
come to Chri „ weary and heavy laden anc 
Word was again brought to my Mind wit fro 
great Power and Sweetneſs, Him that cometh ſo 
2 me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, John vi. 37. oh 

i 2 that I was fill'd with excceding Gladneſs in H 
e of my Safety 1 in Chriſt's Arms. But, Ml © 
e tan came in with a Temptation, a 

ou come to Chriſt as a poor Sinner, th 

1 . think he'll receive you as ſuch: But he þ 
r receives none but ſuch that are given him of L 
| © his Father: And if you are not one of theſe, | 
your coming to; Chriſt will ſignify 20; { 
you'll be cat out notwithſtanding : It's thoſ 0 
5 
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that the Father's Gift of any Soul to Chriſt, 
was antecedent to its coming to him: And alſo, 
that it did. ſecure its coming: That all the given 
Ones ſball come, under the Father's Drawings; 
and that none but they, coald cams: And then, 
from the latter Part of the Words, I faw, that 
ſo coming, 1 ſhould in no wiſe be caſt out. But 
oh, the glorious Light that now filled my 
Heart! I ſaw, with amazing Wonder, that 
eternal Security I had, both in the Father's, 
and Chriſt's Hands! I view'd my Standing in 
the Father's Grace, as a given One to Chriſt : 
And that it was nothing leſs than. the almighty 
Power of his own Arm, that drew my Soul to 
Jeſus! And that being thus brought by the 
Father to Chriſt, he would keep me ſafe for 
ever! Thus the Lord brought me out of Dark-- 
neſs, and the Shadow of Death, and brake my 
Bands in ſunder. N 1 TY OY 
But what ſhall I ſay? Many were the 
Temptations, and Soub-plunges, which. at 
Times I met with: But out of them all the 
Lord deliver'd me. And for the molt Part, I 
walk'd comfortably on, in the Light of God's 
enen pls ahi } 
As a Ner- born Babe, I earneſtly der d the _ 
ſincere Milk of the Word; and was often laid 
to the Promiſe-Breaſt. My dear Lord Jeſus, 
was very familiar with me then: And I could 
not bear to live without ſenſible Communion 
with him daily. The leaſt Degree of Abſence 
was very grievous to me. And I was never at 
Reſt till he open'd his Heart, and let me into 
| F his 
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be everlaſtingly fill'd, with the Enjoyment of 
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his Boſom again. I remember I was once fo 
pained for the Diſcoveries of Chriſt's Love, 
that L thought, if he did not ſpeedily manifeſt 
himſelf to me, I could not live. And being 
ready to faint and die under Abſence, (rho? it 


was but for a little Space neither) 1 breath'a IM fil 
out my Deſires in the following Lines of 2 
Mr. Maſon's Paraphraſe on Song vil. 6. G 
3 Love me, my bed,” or elſe I die! ; 
Thee, Lord, my Love doth crave! In 
| If thou ſhouldſt but my Love deny, 1 
My Love would be my Grave. 1 

GE AL None but a Chriſt, none but my! Lord, f 
No Bribes can take with me; _ | **< 
A, proffer d World would be abhort'd K 
A Chriſt, and none but he! : 

And it was but a little while ors the Lord r 
brake in with glorious Light, in that Word, h 
brow xiv. 1. I will come again, and receive you \ 
to myſelf, that where J am, there ye may be alſo. , 

I had been juſt before thinking of the unſpeak- : 


able Happineſs of the Saints at Home with 
Chriſt, in that they were ever preſent with the 
Lord. And oh how ſuitable was this Word to 
me, while Mourning under Abſence ! My dear 
Lord open his Heart to me herein, and told 
me, that twould be but a little while ere he 
would receive me to himſelf, that where he 
was, I might be alſo :. And that then I ſhould 
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him whom my Soul loved, But oh, how! 
rejoyc'd 
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rejoye'd in my happy Lot, To be for ever with 
bim! Thus my Communion with Chrift be- 
n. And that Evening, I had ſuch Diſcove- 
ries of his Love to my Soul; and of that eter- 
nal Glory he had prepar'd for me; which 
fill d me with Joy unſpeakable : And I thought, 
Eternity little enough to praiſe him for that 
Viſit. . Oh the realizing Views, and ſweet 
Fore-Taſtes, I then had of the good Land! 
But alas, all this while, Babe-like, I rather 
liv'd upon Promiſes given in, than ,upoa ll 
e whom I .knew not how- & _ 
lieve without Sight. So long as God's Love | 
flow'd into my Soul, and my Love flow*d out 
to him again, under the Attraction of his 
firſt Love: Juſt ſo long I could Believe. But 
when the ſweet Senſation abated, my Faith be- 
gan to ſink with it. But my kind Lord, al- 
ways brought me ſome Cordial or other, to 
ſupport me in my fainting Fits. After this 
Manner I was carried on for a Tear, or little 
more (as near as I can remember) before the 
Lord brought me to ſome Stability, and 
Strength of Faith in the Dark. _ APR 
Thus I have given a brief, tho* a broken 
Account, of the Work of divine Grace upon 
my Heart, in a ſaving, Converſion to Chriſt. 
The Glory of it is much marr'd by the Short- 
neſs of my Memory. But however, I may 
ſum up what I have ſaid, in the Words of the 
Plalmiſt, Pſal. xl. 1. I waited patiently for the 
LORD, and he inclined unto. me, and beard 
m Cry. He brought me up alſo out of an _ = 
A 1 5 rib 4 
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rible Pit, out of the miry Clay, and ſet my Fee 
upon a Rock. He 1 wiſe, after this, was 
_ graciouſly; pleas'd to etabliſh my - Goings, 
Which brings me to give a few = o3iy 
Thirdly, of my being brought to ' ſome 
Eſtabliſhment i in CRIsT. And by the Word 
of the Goſpel was I nouriſh'd up in Faith, and 
my- new-born Soul ſtrengthened, It pleaſed 
the Lord in the Fifteenth Year of my Age, 
to ineline my Heart to join with a Church of 
Chriſt, in NV u, over which the late 
Mr. H— 7 was Paſtor. Under his Miniſtry, 
I was often laid to the Breaſts of Conſolation, 
and being fed with the Milk. of the Word, 
which was ſuited to my preſent State, I grew 
thereby. In. this Houſe of the Lord, I oft 
ſought. for, and found my Beloved, both in his 
more general, and ſpecial Ordinances.. So that, 
tom precious Experience of the Lord's Loving 
Kindneſs in Sion, I could ſay with the P/almif,, 
A Day in thy Courts, is better thanaThouſand: 
lud rather be a Door-keeper in the Houſe of 
1 God than'to devell in the Tents of Wicked- 
#eſs, Pſa. Ixxxiv. ro. The Sight of God's 
Power: and Glory in the Sanctuary, was pre- 
cious to my Soul, and Fellowſhip: with = 
Saints ſwect. But yet, as I hinted before, I 
too much livd upon Enjoyments, and took up 
God's Love to me, as to the ſteady Perſuaſion 
of it, in the Light of my own Santtification. 
E delighted to have my Intereſt in Chriſt 27 d 
by all the Marks and Signs of a Believer, 
which were continually laid down in the * 
84 ni ry. 
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niſtry. When I could nd em, my Heart was 
fll'd with Joy; but if there were any I did not 
clearly diſcern, I ſunk in Sorrow. I was willing to 
have my Faith in the Promiſe yd by the 


e Fruits and Effects of it in my Heart and Life. 
d And fo childiſh was I, that I look'd for the 
d Efe#s of Faith, when Faith was not in Exer-. 
dee. Which is juſt as if a Perſon ſhould looks 
„for the Beauty of the Spring in the Autumn-- 
i WY Seaſon : Or ſeek to know what o Clock tis 


by the Dial, when the Sun don't ſhine on*t. And 
while I went this Way to work, I never at- 
tain'd ſettled Aſſurance. No, the Soul that 
enters into this Reſt, by Faith, muſt have 
ſomewhat more ſtable than fleeting Frames to 
lean on. To go on then: be OR 

Such was the wonderful Kindneſs of my God, 
that after I believed, Iwas ſealed with the Holy 
Spirit of Promiſe. It pleas'd the Lord to take 
me by the Arms, and teach me to go in the 
Way of Faith, when J had not ſpiritual Senſe. 
| had been once, I remember, at a Meeting 
of Prayer, but not meeting with Gad in it, I 
return'd very ſad. And as I was lamenting 
my Caſe, that Word: was brought to my Mind, 
Phil. iv. 4. Rejoyce in the Lord alway: And 
again I fay rejoyce. But my Heart ſtraightway 
reply'd, * I have not enjoy'd God to Night, 
and how can I rejoyce? Then the Word 
brake in again upon my Heart, with fuch a 
Ray of glorious Light, that directed my Soul 
to the true and proper Object of its Joy, even 
the Lord himſelf, I was pointed hereto, x 

| Wit 
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with a Finger: In the Lord, not in your 
Frames. In the Lord, not in what you enjoy 
from him, but in what you are in him. And 
the Lord ſeal'd my Inſtruction, and filPd my 
Heart brim- full of Joy, in the Faith of my 
eternal Intereſt, and unchangeable Standing in 
bim; and of his being an infinite Fountain of Bill 

Bleſſedneſs, for me to rejoice in alway; even 
when the Streams of ſenſible Enjoyments 4. 
fail' d. Thus the Bleſſed Spirit took me by the 


Arms, and taught me to go. And from this 
Time I began to venture to foot it by Faith, . 
when I had not the Prop of ſpiritual Senſe to if , 
on Fe E 


But yet I was attended with much Weakneſs, 
and oft ready to ſtagger thro' Unbelief. And 7 
at ſuch Seaſons I was for putting forth my Hand 
to lay hold on paſt Experiences, The Remem- 
brance of which at Times has been precious to 
my Soul, But when I ſought for my Satis- 
factions from hence, inſtead of deriving all 
my Life and Comfort from Chriſt, by freſh 
Acts of Faith; the Lord, in great Mercy, was 
pleas*'d to draw a Vail over his Work upon 
my Soul; and direct me to ſtay myſelf upon 
my God, even when I walk'd in the Dark as to 
preſent Enjoyments, and had. not the Light of 
paſt Experience. And this was to make me 
die unto a Life of Senſe, in order to'raiſe me up 
to an higher Life of Faith upon the Son of God. 

And to this End, the Lord the Spirit went 
on to reveal CHR1sT more and more to me, as 

the great Foundation of my Faith and 175 
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He ſhew'd me my everlaſting Standing in his 


WE Perſon, Grace and Righteouſneſs : And gave 
me to fee my Security in his Unchangeableneſs, 
| WY under. all the Changes which paſs'd over me. 
And then I began to rejoice in my dear Lord 
J Jeſus, as always the ſame, even when my 
Frames alter d. And further, my Heart was 
' WY Gircdted into the everlaſting Love of the Father, 
and the Immutability of his eternal Counſels 
and Covenant about my Salvation, as the Ground 
of my ſtrong Conſolation, under all the Muta- 
tions I felt in my own Soul. That Word was 
„ very precious to me, Heb. vi. 17, 18. Where- 
i God willing more abundantly to ſhew unto the 
f Heirs of Promiſe the Immutability of his Counſel, 
? confirm d it by an Oath : That by two immutable 


8 Things, in which it was impoſſible for God to he, 

we might have a ſtrong Conſolation, &c. Oh the 
1 WW Grace and Faithfulneſs of God, which I ſaw in 

to it! The Holy Ghoſt took the Word in Pieces, 
and led me into every Part of it, and likewiſe 

ll WH confirm'd it by other Scriptures. Thus the 

ih Lord began to eſtabliſh me, and ſettle my 


Faith upon its ſolid Baſis. And when I have 
en deen ſhaken by the Winds of Temptation, ſo 
5 that I was almoſt ready to be driven away; that 


f Word was brought with great Power, Gal. v. 1. 
q Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty wherewith 
Chrift bath made you free. By which the Lord 
P ſtrengthened me to keep my ſtanding, by Faitb, 

where - Free-Grace had ſet me. About this 


py Time alſo, the Lord was pleaſed mightily to 
, unpreſs upon my Heart, the great Duty of 
1. £ taking 
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taling 000 at his Word, in the Declarations of 

his Grace in his Son; and likewiſe of crediting 

the Holy Ghoſt's Teſtimony to my Soul in the 

Word of Promiſe : By Means of which, I wa 

enabled to reſiſt the Temptations I met with 
to caſt away my Confidence. 

I have likewiſe experienced, when aſſaulte 
hd Satan and Unbelief, that by an immediatt 
Fligbt to Obrist, 1 have got the Yifory many 
4 Time. I-found it a vain Thing to ftand dif- 

with theſe Enemies about my paſt Ex. 
perience. And being, in ſome good Meaſure 


inured to a Life of Faith, I haſted away t| 
Chriſt upon the firſt Aſſault. And have often 


found, that a dire Ad of Faith, or a freſh 
Venture on Chriſt, has been attended with 1 
reflex A, or a full Perſuaſion of my eternal 
Safety in him, as having fled for Refuge to 
lay hold on this Hope ſet before me. For! 
ſaw it my Duty, not only to obey the Commani 
e God, in believing on the Name of his Son 
Jeſus: Chriſt, but alſo to take him at bis Ward, 
as to my having eternal Life in him as ſuch. 
An Inſtance or two of my Experience in this 
Kind I may juſt mention. 

I was once rejoycing in the Lord, and in the 
wondrous Bleſſings which ſurrounded me i 
him; and Satan came boldly in upon me, and 
told me, That I was rejoycing in that which wa 
none of mine: And urg'diit, that I was not # 
Believer. Upon which I ſtood not to 4, 
nue with him, about my paſt Acts of Faith, 


as s I * too often done, but anſwerd Pu 
us: 
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mus: © Well, if 1 never have believy'd yet, 
Time for me to do it now.“ And imme- 
adately I attempted a freſh Act of Faith. 1 
v8 queried with myſelf thus: How is it with me 
dow at this very Moment? Do I fee myſelf, 

in myſelf, to be a loſt perifhing Sinner? Do 
1 ſee Chriſt to be a full, free, mighty Saviour? 
And is it the Command of God, that I ſhould 
believe on him whom he hath ſent? Then 
et me venture on him for myſelf. And that 
Word came in, John vi. 47. Yerily verily 1 
e ſoy unto you, be that believeth on me hath ever- 
08 /ofting Life. I ſaw that believing, was ven- 
Hands of Jeſus. And while I attempted to 
C: commit myſelf to him, I felt Power enabling 
al me to caſt myſelf, as an undone Sinner, m 
og myſelf, for all Salvation, into the Arms of 
1 8 Chriſt, as the Mighty Saviour of God's pro- 
u B viding. And upon this direct Ack of Faith, I 
4 attempted a 'reflex Act, or a Believing that T 
4 


then had everlaſting Life in him, taking up 
my Perfuafton hereof upon the infinite Truth 
us BY and Faithfulneſs of Chriſt's Word. And ſtrong 
was my Conſolation; while I believed Chrift's 
he Perity vtrih, dc. The Words were thus 
u open'd to me: Veri verily; a double Aﬀeve- 
ration, giving the higheſt Aſſurance of the 
Thing to which it is annexed. I ſay unto you: 
, chat know both mine and my Father's Heart, 
4 Counſels, and Deſigns about the Salvation of 
0, WY Sinners; | F'that am Truth itſelf, and cannot 
in bro de unkächfel; 7 fey unto you, be that we 
4 | lievet 
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Beveth 6 on me hath everlaſting Life. He hath} t, 


in the Right of it, as mine and my Father, 


Grant. He hath it really, let Sin and Satan 


ſay what they will to contradict it. He hath 


it irrever/ibly, unalterably; and none of the 
Powers of Darkneſs can hinder it, - But oh, the 
Triumph of Faith I then broke forth into ! 

Soul did tread down Strength. Yea, the Enemies 
were forc'd to flee, they could not ſtand befor 
the Grace and Faithfulneſs of Chriſt | in hi 


Word, held up by Faith. 


Again, another Soul-plunge I was in; in 


which I ſought to ſtay myſelf upon Chriſt, in 


ſome, Promiſe or. other, tho”. molt, of them 


were then veil'd. But in a little Time that 
Word was brought to my Mind, 1/a. xlv. 22. 
Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the End 
of the Earth. I ſaw the Wards contain'd, firlt, 
à divine Command, Look unto me 15 and that 

this extended itſelf to all the Ends of the Earth; 
to Sinners at the greateſt Diſtance. In Obe- 
dience to which, my Soul attempted a dire 
Ad of Faith, or an, immediate Look to Chriſ, 
25 the 297 Saviour of he Chief of Sinnen 
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him in the other. And being enabled ſo to 


do, I durſt no more queſtion my Salvation, 


than the Faithfulneſs of him that promis'd it. 
That Word alſo was brought to my Mind, 
Ja. xlix. 6. That thou mayſt be my Salvation 
unto the End of the Earth. From whence I 
faw, that as Chriſt was lifted up as the Fa- 
ther's Salvation for poor loſt Sinners, even to 
the End of the Earth; it was as impoſſible for 
me to periſh, looking to him as ſuch, as for 
Cod himſelf to be Unfaithful. Thus believing, 
I enter'd into Rt. And oft have found, that 
by the Light which ſprang into my Soul, 
thro* freſh As of Faith, I could ſee to real 
my paſt Experiences with Comfort. : 
This I was willing to mention, that the 
dear Saints might be encourag'd hereby, if 
the Lord pleaſe, to go forward by freſh Acts 
of Faith, walking on in Chriſt as they have 
received him. And I dare fay, that any Child 
of God may ſooner arrive to Satisfaction of his 
Intereſt in Chriſt, by a freſh Act of Faith, 
than by looking back upon his paſt Experience 
in the Dark. It's the Appointment of God, 
that the Fuſt ſhould live by his Faith, Hab. ii. 4. 
And one direct Act of Faith on Chriſt, or a 
freſh Look to Jeſus, will bring more Light 
and Comfort to a diſtreſſed Soul, than a 
thouſand Looks into itſelf, when the Spirit of 


God don't ſhine,upon his own Work. Eſpe- 


cally, if the Soul makes Conſcience of taking 
God at his Word, as to its having eternal 
Life, in believing on his Son. And it's a 
| C dreadful 
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dreadful Thing to make God a Liar. We arc 
all of us too much unacquainted with the abo- 
minable Nature of Unbelief, as it gives the Lie 
to infinite Faithfulneſs. Oh this eaſily- beſet. 
ting Sin, under what ſpecious Pretences doth 
it hide itſelf! Many of God's dear Children, 
dare not for their Lives, look any where elf 
than to Chriſt alone, for Salvation; and yet 
are afraid that they ſhall not be ſaved. What's 
the Matter? Why, they do not credit the 
faithful God for themſelves, in this Declara- 
tion of his Grace, that whoſoever believeth on 
Chriſt, ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life, John iii. 16. = 
But perhaps ſome poor Soul may ſay, I 
don't queſtion the Salvation of Belzevers ; but 
J am afraid that J do not believe. Why, be- 
lieving, is the Soul's looking to Chriſt for Life, 
as the only Saviour of God's providing, lifted 
up in the Goſpel. This was typ'd out by the 
Iſraelites looking to the Serpent of Braſs in the 
Wilderneſs. And canſt thou look to Chriſt, 
Soul? thou'lt ive. It came to paſs when a Ser- 
pent had bitten any Man, that when he looked to 
the Serpent of Braſs, he lived, Numb. xxi. 9. 
And it's the Father's Will, that hath ſent Chriſt, 


that whoſoever ſeeth the Son, and believeth on 


him, ſhould have everlaſting Life, John v1. 40. 
Chriſt ſays, loo unto me: He bids thee /ook, 
poor Soul, to Him for Life, as a periſhing 
Sinner. In Obedience then to his Command, 
caſt up an Eye to Jzsus, as the great Ordi- 
nance of God for Salvation. And immediately 


here- I 
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hereupon, take Chriſt at his Word; he ſays, 
ze ye ſaved, Canſt thou believe it, Soul ? 
Thou muſt either believe that thou ſhalt be 
ſaved, in looking to Chriſt, or give him the 
Lie. Oh then, learn to Believe thy Salvation 
upon Chriſt's vaked Mord: And ſtay not to 
ſee the Effects of Faith in thy Heart and Life, 
before thou wilt credit the Word of Chriſt, 
and the Teſtimony of his Spirit therein. For 
tho“ ſaving Faith, is always attended with its 
Fruits; yet it's not the Fruit of thy Faith, but 
the Faithfulneſs of Chriſt in his Word, that 
ought to be the ut, and principal Ground of 
8 thy Perſuaſion of Life and Safety in him. And 
if thou art help'd to believe thy Salvation, in 
looking to Chriſt, merely becauſe Hz hath ſaid 
it, thou wilt ſoon find the bleſſed Effects 
thereof in thy Soul. Let but Faith look to 
Chriſt, and Salvation in him, and Love will 
ſraightway be upon the Flow; and every Grace 
of the Spirit, will be anſwerably exerciſed, 
Which in the Holy Ghoſt's Light, will be- 
come a ſubordinate Evidence, and ſerve to cor- 
roborate thy Faith: But put not that ii. 
which ought to be ſecond. The Grace and 
Faithfulneſs of Chriſt in his Word, is a firm 
Baſis for thy Faith to reſt on, amidſt the 
greateſt Shakings. Hath Hz ſaid, aud ſpall be 
not do it? Or hath Ht ſpoken, aud ſhall be us! 
make it good? Numb. xxlii. 19. Infinite Faith- 
tulneſs wuſt fail, before thou that look'ſt to 
Chriſt for Lite, and tak'ſt him at his Word, 
cant persſh. The Rock of Ages muſt fk 
C 2 beneath 
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beneath thee, before thou that art built theregy 
canſt be leſt. Go on therefore to honour Chriſt 
by looking to him daily, and believing thy Salva 
tion ſtedfaſtly in the Face of ten thouſand 
Difficulties, and ſeeming Contradictions. T 
the Excellency of Faith, to believe without 
Sight, John xx. 29, Abraham confider'd ni 
his own Body now Dead, nor yet the Deadneſs i 
Sarab's Womb. He ſtagger d not at the Promi| 
of God thro' Unbelief, but was ju, ng in Faith, 
giving Glory to God: Being fully per ſuadii 
that what he had promis d, he was able alj 
to perform, Rom. iv. 19, 20, 21. And Abri. 
Ham's Children are call'd to exerciſe Faith i 
the ſame Way; believing in Hope, even again 
Hope, or in the Face of the greateſt Improbs 
bilities. Therefore let us not caſt away on 
Confidence, which bath great Recompence of Re 

ward, But to return from this Digreſſion. 
The Lord having brought me to ſome Sta. 
bility and Reſt of Faith, upon the Rock of 
Immutability, when I had not Frames to lean 
on, he was graciouſly pleas'd to make my Joy 
full, by caſting in a rich Overplus of ſpiritual 
Senſe, And tho' I now did not take up my 
Faith of Intereſt, principally from Frame; 
yet I had abundant Experience of the rich Over- 
flowings of God's Love upon my Soul, and of 
the bleſſed Fruits of it in my Heart and Lite, 
The Holy Ghoſt open'd to me ſuch glorious 
Views of all that vaſt Grace wherein I ſtood, 
gave me to ſee my everlaſting Standing 
it, and to have frequent Acceſs into it. | 
2 Was 
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was indeed led into green Paſtures, and made - 
to lie down. The Doctrines of the everlaſting 
Goſpel were daily opened to me in their ama- 
zing Glory ; every of which was a pleaſant 
Paſture for me to feed in. And oh, how wy 
Heart burn d within me, while my dear Lord 
opened to me the Scriptures, in their Glory and 
Conſiſtency ! Now one was open'd to me, then 
another, and oft-times many, to explain one. 
Delightfully I view'd over the Wonders of in- 
finite Grace diſplay'd therein, and feaſted upon 
all, as my own, as having an entire, and eternal 
Intereſt in the God of all Grace, and in all the 
glorious Proviſions of his Grace, for the Sal- 
vation of Sinners thro' Jeſus Chriſt. Thus 
kindly the Lord dealt with me, when be ſta- 
bliſhed me in Chriſt, anointed me with the Oil 
of Gladneſs, H&E me with the Holy Spirit of 
| Promiſe, and gave him into my Heart, as an 
Earneſt of the Inheritance of the Saints in 

Light! i | | 
And in vain do the Enemies of the Grace 
of God, malign it with their old odious Ca- 
| lumny, That it leads to Licentiouſneſs. For o- 
long as God has a People in the World, he 
will have Witneſſes to ſtand on the Side of 
Free-Grace, as it conſtrains to Holineſs. And 
among them, Pll caſt in my Mite, and bear 
my Witneſs for God: That the more his glo- 
nous Grace, in my Salvation, did appear to 
my. Soul, the more was I efficaciouſly taught. 
to deny Ungodlineſs and. worldly Luſts, and ta 
ave ſoberly, righteouſly,. and. godly in this pre- 
Q . — 
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ſent World; looking for that bleſſed Hope, ani 
the glorious Appearing of the great GO D, ani 
our SAVIOUR Feſus Chriſt: Who gave himſelf 
fer us, that he might redeem us from all In; 
quily, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar Peopl, 
⁊ealous of good Works, Tit. ü. 11, &c. 

Thus, as enabled, have I given ſome Ac- 
count of the Lord's loving Kindneſs to my 
Soul: In a few brief Hints, of my Manner of 
Life from my Childhood: Of the Wark of 
Divine Grace upon my Heart, in a faving 
Converſion to CHRIST, and of my being 
brought to ſome Eſtabliſhment in Him. And 
now I come to the laſt Thing propos“, 
which was, 

Fourthly, Somewhat by Way of Reflection 
And. 
ft, To the People of God, under two 
Nos | 

To ſuch of the Salts _ have a com- 
hate Knowledge of the Work of Grace in 
their own Souls, I would ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 
O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exali 
his Name together. I ſought the Lord, and be 
heard me, and delivered me from all my Fears, 
Pſalm xxxiv. 3, 4. You have heard ſome- 
thing of the Lord's loving Kindneſs to my 
Soul: Glorify God in me, Gal. i. 24. 

2. To ſuch of God's People, that have not, 
as yet, a full Perſuaſion of a ſpecial Work ot 
Grace in their Hearts. You alſo have heart 
'what the Lord has done for me; and I knov 


you are apt to liſten how it has been wich 
| othc1 55 
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others, which you judge are Believers; and to 
compare your Experience with theirs; in order 
to form a Judgment, whether the Work of God 
upon your own Souls be indeed ſaving. But, 
dear Hearts, be not too critical herein; for 
the Experience of the Saints, in many Particu- 
lars may vary, tho' in the general it agrees. 
Don't ſay then, upon reading this Narrative, 
©] have not been in all Reſpects thus: And 
therefore I fear I am not right.” Haſt thou 
(whoever thou art, that haſt theſe Thoughts) 
been convinced of the Miſery of thy natural 
State, that thou waſt in a periſhing Condition 
without Chriſt? And haſt thou had a Diſco- 
very of Chriſt's Beauty, Excellency, and Suita- 
bleneſs to thee, in all thy Wants: So as to 
draw out thy Soul into earneſt Deſires after an 
Intereſt in this precious Jesus? And under a 
deep Senſe of thy periſhing Condition, haſt 


Chriſt, to caſt thyſelf at his Feet, to find Mer- 
cy: To commit thyſelf into the Arms of his 
Grace and Power, for all Life, and Salvation; 
with an holy Venture, ſaying, as Eſther, © I 
* will go in unto the King; and if JI periſh, I 
* periſh, I ſee there is no other Way of Sal- 
vation: Here therefore I'll wait as an un- 
done Sinner; it may be Free-Grace will ſave 
me; but if not, I can but die: And if! periſh, 
* 1t ſhall be at the Foot of God's Free Mercy in 
* Chriſt” Haſt thou, I ſay, at any Time ex- 
perienc'd ſuch Reſolutions wrought in thy 
Soul? Thou art then exceeding ſafe, and 
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thy State eternally ſecure: Tho' thou mayſt 
not have ſo much Comfort in it, or Satisfac- 
tion about it, as ſome of God's Children enjoy, 
Haſt thou been brought to CHRIS TH? What 
Matter how Whether exactly in all Reſpects 
in the ſame Way that another was brought, or 
not? Is CHRISTH thy Foundation, doth thy 
Soul reſt upon Him? Thou'rt founded upon 
a Rock that will never fail thee, or ſink under 
thie, CnRIsT will be thy ſupporting Rock, to 
preſcrve thee from ſinking into the Deluge of 
eternal Miſery, notwithſtanding all the Weights 
of Sin, Guilt, and Fear that are upon thee: 
Thy defending Rock, from the Danger, and 
real Hurt of all the Storms and Tempeſts 
which may paſs over thee : And thy advancing 
Rock too, from the Depths of Miſery, to the 
Heights of Glory. And what tho' thy Father 
may not have indulg'd thee with ſuch Love- 
Feaſts, ſuch ſenſible Mirth and Rejoycing, that 
ſome of thy Brethren, poor Prodigals, have 
met with at their Return: Yet, thou art ever 
with him, and all that Hz hath is thine! © 
| Thou haſt CHRIST, and thou haſt Arr! All 
| Life, Light, and Glory in the Right of it 
now; and thou ſhalt have the Enjoyment of it 
| ere-long. Be content then that infinite Wil- 
| dom ſhould carve out thy Time-Portion of 
| Comfort. What tho' ſome of the Saints are 
favour'd to walk in the Light, and thou 
art call'd to walk in Darkneſs: Vet truſt 
in the LORD, and ſlay thyſelf upon thy 
Cod, Iſa. I. 10. Believe that he leads thee 
| mn 
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in a 7ight Way, that's beſt for thee now: Thou 
ſhalt ſee it to be ſo erelong. It's but a little 
while ere the Sun will riſe upon thee, and no 
more go down: Ere thou, that as yet haſt had, 
but as it were, the Day- Star ariſing in thy 
Heart, ſhalt behold the Sun, in its Meridian 
Brightneſs. For Night and Darkneſs ſhall be 
ſwallow'd up in eternal Day, Ja. Ix. 20. 
Mean-while, labour to live by Faith : To go 
on truſting thy Soul in the Hands of Chriſt, 
taking him at his Word, as to thy eternal Sal- 
vation, as counting him faithful that hath pro- 
mis'd : Thus glorifying of him in the Dark, 
until taken up to be glorified with him, in the 
Enjoyment of thy Inheritance in Light. 
* 24ly, T would fay ſomewhat to poor Sinners: 
And that of three Sorts. „ | 
1. To ſuch. that are openly prophane : If 


any ſuch may read theſe Lines. Ah poor ³ 


Souls, your Condition is exceeding miſerable; 
and ſo much the more, becauſe you . know it 
not, I have declared ſome what of that Concern 
I was under about my eternal State: What 
think you of yours? had not run ſuch Lengths 
in Sin, as, perhaps, you have done: And yet 
I ſaw I muſt periſh for ever, if the exceeding 
Riches of God's free Grace and Mercy in- 
Chriſt were not extended to my poor Soul. 
What think you then of your n Condition, 
that have openly prophaned the Name of God, 
and run on in a Courſe of Ungodlineſs ; com- 
mitting Iniquity with. Greedineſs? How do 
you think to eſcape the Wrath to come? Re- 
member, the End of theſe Things is Death. 
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Ah poor Souls, how dreadful is your Caſe! 
Lou are awfully eſtranged from God, without 
him in the World; you deſire not the Know- 


ledge of his Ways: But count it your Happi- 
neſs to fulfil the Deſires of the Fleſh and of 
the Mind; yielding yourſelves as willing Ser. 


vants to Sin and Satan: And the Wages of 


Sin is Death, Rom. vi. 23. Every Sin, even 


the Sin of a Thought deſerves no leſs than 


eternal Death: How great a Death then doth 
all by Sins deſerve, that art running on in a 


Courſe of Wickedneſs! And as Death is the 
Deſert of Sin, ſo, if thou continue herein, and 


abide an Unbeliever, Death will ſpeedily, and 
inevitably ſeize upon thee. Firſt, natural 
Death : Thou ſhalt die in thy Sins, and under 


the Curſe of God. And then follows the fe- 


cond Death, which conſiſts in an everlaſting 
Baniſhment from God, to ſuffer the Vengeance 
of eternal Fire, with the Devil and his Angels. 
Thou art therefore in a very dreadful Condi- 
tion. 

But it may be, thou wilt ſay, © I know that 
Hell will be my Portion, if I live and die in 
my preſent Caſe : But after I have had a 
little more Pleaſure in Sin, I purpoſe to 
* leave my ſinful Courſe, to amend my Ways, 
and make my Peace with God.” 

But, poor Soul, what if Death ſhould over- 
take thee ſuddenly, and Hell ſwallow thee up 
in a Moment ? Therefore boaſt not thyſelf of 
To-morrow ; thou knoweſt not what a Day may 
bring forth, Prov. xxvii. 1. 


But if, through the infinite Forbearance of 


3 God, 
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God, thou ſhouldeſt be ſpared a while longer ; 
yet, if thou haſt no Mind to leave thy Sins 
now, thou wilt have leſs then. For every Sin 
thou committeſt, ſtrengthens the Chains of 
Darkneſs in which thou art held. Poor Soul, 
thou art under the Dominion of Sin; thy Luſts 
are ſo many Lords over thee. Yea, thou art 
in Bondage unto Satan : The Devil, the Prince 
of Darkneſs, poſſeſſeth thy Heart as his Throne; 
and holds thee faſt under his Government by 
the Cords of thy own Sins: And thou art fo 
far from groaning under thy Bondage, that 
thou /ikeft it, and yieldeſt thyſelf a willing Slave 


to the Drudgery of Hell. So that it is a great j 


Mitake to think thou haſt Pcwwer to leave thy 
Sins when thou ct. Alas, poor Soul, there 
is ſuch a Power in the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
in which thou art held ; that no Power in thy 
ſelt, nor in any other Creature, can reſcue thee 
from it. So that thy Caſe is exceeding miſer- 
able: And ſo much the more, as thou art 12 
ſenſible of it. Thou haſt deſtroy'd thyſelf by 
thine Iniquity, and if thy Help is not in the 


Loxp, in that Gop thou refolveit to fin againſt, 
thou art undone for ever. Thou art funk too 


low tor any created Arm to reach thee: And 
if the omnipotent Arms of Divine Grace and 
Mercy don't ſnatch thee from the Power of 
Darkneſs, as @ Brand out of the Burning, thou 
wilt periſh for ever in thy own Deccivings. 


But ſuppoſe thou coulaſt reform, and amend i 


thy Ways: Yet by the Deeds of the Law, ſhall 
no Fleſh be juſtified in the Sight of God, Rom. iii. 1 
20. The beſt Riehteonſnels of the hohieſt Saint [ 


: 7 1 * 
en 
1 ; 

1 0 wn 
: 1 * x Th 


— —̃ Ä[—é 


60 A Brief Account of the 
on Earth, is inſufficient to be his juſtifying 
Robe; yea, it is but as filthy Rags, Iſa. Ixiv, 6, 
What abominable Stuff then, muſt all 7% Do- 
ings be, that haſt no Faith in Jzsvs ? For 
without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe GOD, 
. | 
But ſuppoſe thou couldſt from this Time, 
even to thy dying Moments walk exactiy, as 
the holy Law of God requireth; (which is in- 
deed an utter Impoſſibility for any fallen Crea- 
ture to do: But) ſuppoſe it, I ſay, yet what 
wilt thou do with thy paſt Sins ?. Thou art dee 


in Debt, thou oweſt ten thouſand Talents to 
Divine Juſtice, and haſt nothing to pay. All 


thy future Obedience, couldſt thou obey per- 


fectly, is but thy Duty; and can't pay a Mite 


towards thy old Debt. In vain then doſt thou 


think to bring thy external Reformation, and 


legal Repentance to ſtand before God, and 


make thy Peace with him. God out of Chriſt 
1s a conſuming Fire ; and all thy beſt Doings are 
but as Briars and Thorns : And who would ſet 
Ide Briars and Thorns again him in Battle? 
| Fe will go thro' them, and burn them up toge- 
| ther. Such is the flaming Holineſs, and Ju- 
ſtice of his Nature, as well as of his Law, that 
he can't endure the leaſt Sin, but will break 
forth hke devouring Fire upon every Soul 


I! where it is found. Hadſt thou, in thy whole 


I Lite-Time, been guilty but of one Sin, even 
the Sin of a Thought; ſuch is the Purity 
of God's holy Law, that it would call thee a 
Tranſpreſſor, and lay thee under the Cur/e, as a 
wicked Perſon : And there is no Peace to the 
| wicked, 
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wicked, ſaith my God, Iſa. lvü. 21. No, the 
Work of making Peace with a Sin- revenging 
God, was too great for all the Creatures, either 
in Heaven or Earth, to perform. So that thy 
Condition, in and from thy ſelf, and from any. 
other Creature, is both helpleſs and hopeleſs. 
But yet, poor Soul, don't deſpair of Salva- 
tion. Tho thou art under the Dominion of: 
Sin and Satan, and can't by no Means deliver 
thyſelf from this helliſh Slavery; tho* thou 
haſt no Righteouſneſs to ſtand in before av _ 
holy God; and tho* thou canſt not by all thy 
Performances in the leaſt wiſe pe _ 
offended Juſtice for any of thy Sins: Yet there 
zs ſtill Hope for ſuch as thee in Goo. 

There is a full, free, and an everlaſting Sal- 
vation, already wrought by Jeſus Chriſt, for 
poor Sinners, that every Way ſuits the Caſe 
of the very Chief of them all, 1 Tim. i. 15. 
Chriſt has fulfill'd the Law perfectly: And 
thereby wrought out a complete Righteouſneſs 
for Law-breakers, in which they may ſtand 
blameleſs before a God of infinite Purity, with 
the higheſt Acceptance: Peace is already made 
by the Blood of his Croſs, an everlaſting Peace 
between God, and poor Sinners. And Victory, 
a moſt complete Victory over Sin and Satan, is 
already obtained by Chriſt, the Captain of Sal- 
vation, for poor Bond-Slaves in this Thraldom, 
which could by no means deliver themſelves. 
And this complete Salvation is proclaimed 
in the glorious Goſpel, as free, for the Chief 
ef Sinners: And this Goſpel of a crucified Je- 

us, is the Power of God unto Salvation, Rom. 1 
16. 
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Sinners on the Croſs, now lives to inter- 


this glad Tidings efficacious for the Salvation 
Be encouraged therefore to wait at Wiſdom's 


Gate, to attend the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, (that 
Miniſtry, which exalts the free Grace of God 


alone, for the Satisfaction of Divine Juſtice, and 
cleanſing the Sinner from all Sin, and the Spirit 
of Chriſt alone, as the Appher of this great 


Betheſda, for the Moving of the Waters, John v. 


ed Time, now is the Day of Salvation: God | 
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16. That Jz$vs that once died for poor | 


cede for them on the Throne: And as a 
Fruit hereof, the holy Spirit of God is given to 
attend the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, and make 


of Multitudes of as great Sinners as thou art. 


alone, as the Foundation of a Sinner's Salya- 
tion, the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone, as the 
Matter of his Juſtification, the Blood of Chrif 


Salvation) for who knows but this Goſpel may 
be the Power of God unto thy Salvation ? Wait 
therefore under the Ordinances of Divine Ap 
pointment, for the efficacious Workings of the 
Holy Ghoſt : as the impotent Folk at the Pool if 


3. I know thou canſt not quicken thy own 
Heart : But there is an Almighty Energy attends 
the Goſpel: The All-creating Power of G0 
goes forth in the Words of this Life, to quick! 
dead Sinners, tho' like the Bones in the Vallh, 
very dry, and to make them fand up upon thei 
Feet, an exceeding great Army for God, John v. 25. 
Ezek. xxxvil. 2, Sc. And No is the acceſt- 


now about this Work of ſaving Sinners by the 
Goſpel of his Son: Therefore be encouraged 9} 


wait where God works; thou art not ſunk * 
| (7 
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low for an Almighty Arm to reach thee. All 
Things are paſſible with GO Dt There is no- 
thing too hard for IE HOVAH. He can fave 
thee, he is infinitely all- ſufficient to do it; and he 
dzlights to be gracious: Wait therefore where 
he works, for who can tell but he may be 
gracious unto thee? Waiting is thy Duty, as 
well as thy Privilege, this thou mayſt do, this 
thou canſt do: And know, that if thou doſt 
it not, and herein neglecteſt this great Salvation, 
if thou periſh at laſt, it will increaſe thy Guilt, 
and aggravate thy Condemnation. It will be 
dreadful periſhing for ſuch that have been De- 
ſpiſers of the Goſpel in a Land of Light; that 
have preferred Trifles before the Words of this 
Life: Doubtleſs it will be a Sing that will 
eternally wound the Conſcience. Be perſwaded 
therefore to improve thy preſent Opportunities 
of Praying, Reading, and Hearing the Word : 
For God may take the Goſpel from Thee, or 
Thee from the Goſpel, before thou art aware. 
And if this Goſpel, which thou deſpiſeſt, doth 
not reach thine Ears, and the Power of it 
reach thy Heart; thou wilt die in thy Sins, 
and be caſt, as a Veſſel of Wrath, into the 
vaſt Abyſs of unutterable, and eternal Miſery. 

2. A Word or two to you, poor Sinners, who 
are Jelf-Righteous. I have told you ſomewhat 
ot my Experience : That I had religious Edu- 
cation, and was kept back from thoſe groſs 
Evils, which many run into : I attended Di- 
vine Worſhip in Publick, and oft-times in Pri- 
vate, and had ſome notional Knowledge of 
the Truths of the Goſpel, I found allo, ar 
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a Sort of Pleaſure when I could pray with Ex- 
largement. And upon theſe Accounts, 
thought myſelf to be fair for Heaven, and bet 


Lie in my Right Hand. But God, having 
from the Beginning choſen me to Salvation, he 
did not leave me to reſt upon this ſandy Founds 


thy eternal Miſery, For the Bed is fporter 


Times ſome Stirrings of my natural Affectiom 
in reading God's Word, and other good 
Books, and in Learning of Hymns, and Thad 


ter than others: And if infinite Mercy had not 
„N= T had gene down to Hell with this 


tion, but ſet my Feet upon Chrift, the Rock of Ml he 
Ages. And when God carne to ſhew me the in» lf ' 
finite Purity of his Nature, and the Spirituality WW of 
of his Law; that it required perfect Obedience Ml the 
in Heart as well as Life, and that for the leaſt th. 


Failure, even ſo ſmall, as a wandting Thought WW vi 


in Duty, the Law accurſed me: I ſoon found Wl ch 


all my own Righteouſneſs to be but as filthy ll 


Rags. The Spirit of the Lord blow'd upon Ml th 


all my Performances, and thoſe which look'd h 


en and beautiful before, ſoon- wither'd as. Hof 


the Graſs. My Comelineſs was. turned in m a 


into Corruption: And a Sight. of God's infinite A 
Holineſs made me to cry out, Wo is me, 1 an Ml ® 
undone, becauſe of my Uncleanneſs. And how Wh ® 
doſt thou, poor ſelf-righteous Creature, think Il 
to ſtand before this holy LoxD God? Whatever Ws 
are thy Performances, eſteem'd by thee, either A 
as Moral, or Evangelical; yet, if thou truſt} MW 
to theſe, as the Matter of thy Righteouſne/s “ 
before God; thou wilt one Day find it n/uff- WM © 
cient : either here, 'in Mercy, or hereafter, to 


than 
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than that a Man can ſtreich himſelf on it: 
d the 'Covering narrower than that he can 
wrap himſelf in it. The approaching Storm of 
God's Wrath will fweep away this Refuge of 
Lies, the Waters of his Indignation will overflow 
this Hiding-Place : Iſa. xxvin. 17, 20. Thou 
mayſt lean upon this Houſe, thy own Doings, 
which thou haſt rais'd, in thy Imagination, as a 
Shelter from the Storm, but it ſhall not land, 
and hold it faſt, but it ſball not endure. All 
| thy Hope of Safety from any of thy own Per- 


. formances, ſhall be cut off, and thy Truſt 
of WY herein ſhall be as the Spider's Web; ſoon 
n. ſwept away, as poiſonous Duſt, by the Boſom 
ty WY of Deſtruction, Fob viii. 14, 13. Never think 
then to ſtand before God in the filthy Rags of 
t thy own Righteouſneſs; for if thou doſt, thou 


wilt ſurely be found naked: All thy Sins wilt be 
charged upon thee, and this, as an additional 
Weight, will increaſe thy Condemnation, that 
on thou haſt rejected the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
d haft not ſubmitted to this glorious Appointment 
aof God, for the Juſtification of a Sinner; but 
ne haſt went about to eftabliſþ thy own Righteouſneſs. 
te And thy Houſe, thy Hope of Life, built upon 
mm Wt this fandy Foundation, ſhall Fall; thro* the 
amazing Storms of Divine Vengeance that ſhall 
ik beat upon it in the awful Day of Judgment, and 
er Feat ſhall be the Fall thereof, Mat. vii. 27. 
er Ah! poor Soul, there's nothing will ſtand thee 
n ſtead in that Day, but the compleat Righte- 
„ WR 0474/5 of Chriſt; his active and paſſive Obedi- 
F. ence; it thou art not found under the Redeem- 
er's 
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ers Blood and Righteouſneſs, if He is not th 
Covert from the Storm, thy Hiding-place fron 
the Wind; the Whirlwind of God's Wrath 


will drive thee away like Chaff into everlaſting 
Burnings ; and the Storm of his Indignation 


as an overflowing Scourge will ſweep thee ini 


the Gulph of eternal Miſery. They that are i. 
cenſed againſt Chriſt ſhall then be aſhamed, thy 


hall go to Confuſion together that are Maker i 
Idols: That have ſet up the Idol of their om 
"Righteouſneſs, inſtead of ſubmitting to the 
Righteouſneſs of God : But Bleſſed are all thok 
that put their Truſt in him. For in Him fed 
all the Seed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory 
They ſhall be /aved in the Lox D (TRE Logo 


our RIGHTEOUSNESS) With an everlaſting Sal 


vation, they ſhall not be aſhamed, nor confouni 
World without End, Iſa. xlv. 16, 17, 24, 25. 


3. A few Words to ſuch poor Sinners, that 


are in ſome Meaſure ſenſible of the Miſery ot 
their natural State; and have had ſome Diſco 
veries of Jeſus Chriſt, the glorious Remedy, # 


infinitely able to ſave loſt Sinners: And yet ar 
afraid that he will not ſave hem in particula, 
Dear Souls, I have told you that this was once 
my Caſe. I ſaw myſelf to be a chief Sinner; 
and in my periſhing Condition I came to tht 


Throne of Grace, to find Mercy, allur'd by 


ſome Hopes that I might, attended with innu. 
merable Fears that I ſhould not; and yet 1 


tained Mercy: I found Jeſus Chriſt to be as il. 
finitely willing to ſave me, as he was able. Be 


encourag'd therefore to come unto the T boon | 


0 
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of Grace, unto God in Chriſt, where Thouſands 
have found Mercy : Yea, where never any Soul 
was deny*d its Suit. Whoever thou art there- 
fore, that ſeeſt thyſelf ro be undone by Reaſon 
of Sin, and utterly unable to help thyſelf out of 
this dreadful Condition, and haſt a longing 
Deſire after Jeſus Chriſt, and his Salvation : 
Thou mayſt come and receive Chriſt, and all 
Grace and Life in him, as the Father's free 
Gift to the Chief of Sinners. I ſay, thou 
mayſt come, as it is a Grant from the Throne, 
the Royal Proclamation of Heaven, Unto who- 
ſoever will, Rev. xxii. 17. But I know thy 
Weakneſs, thy Fears, and the Weights that 
hang upon thee, greatly hinder the Swiftneſs 
of thy Motion unto Jeſus Chriſt, and to God 
in Him. But as Chriſt, and all his Grace, was 
8 on Purpoſe for ſuch as thee, yea, on 
urpoſe for Thee : So, in the Lord's own Time, 
he will frengthen thy weak Faith, encourage 
thy Hope, and tate off thy Burdens ; and give 
thee Acceſs, with Freedom to Chriſt, and thro 
him by one Spirit to the Father. And mean 
while, come as thou canſt : Tho' with a trem- 
bling Heart, attended with ten Thouſand | 
Fears, under the Guilt of innumerable Tranſ- 
greſſions; and from thy Knowledge of CHRIST 
the great Saviour, as the Gift of Gop to pe- 
riſhing Sinners, aſk him for thy own Salvation; k- 
and HE will give thee living Water to thy at 
preſent Satisfaction, and everlaſting Conſola- 
tion, to thy Joy and Peace here, and to thine 
eternal Life and Glory hereafter. . 
| 1 There's 
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There's an infinite Aility in the Redeemer 
to ſave: He can command thy Deliverance 
from Sin, Death, and Hell, in the Virtue of 
his own Death; and bid thee live, both by a 
creative and authoritative Voice. Yea, by 
one Word of his Mouth, he can ſpeak full 
Salvation to thee in an Inſtant: Enough to 
| take up an Eternity of Time for thy Enjoy- 
ment of it, Come then, with all thy Wants, 
and proſtrate thyſelf at his Feet; there's enough 
in Chriſt to ſupply them all. Yea, there's in- 
bt finitely more than enough! Were thy Wants 
ten Thouſand Times greater than they are, it's 
all one when thou comeſt to this infinite Ocean, 
It's in a Manner all one for the natural Sea to 
| Gill the largeſt Veſſel as the ſmalleſt Cockle 
Shell ; becauſe of that waft Body of Waters 
which meet in it. But the Fulneſs of Chriſt is 
|| properly an immenſe, inexhauſtible Ocean; that 
can never be drawn dry, or in the leaſt waſted, 
| by all the innumerable Mukitudes of needy Sin- 
ners, that have been ſupply'd thence, are now, 
and ſhall be to an endleſs Eternity. The Sa 
| vI1OURk is Gon: And as ſuch he calls poor Sin- 
ners to look to HIM for Salvation. He is the 
i eternal Sow of the eternal FAT HER, that has, 
| all the eſſential Glories of the Gopyzap in 
Him; and therefore Hz is an Over-match for 
| all our ſpiritual Enemies. And Hex is EMA. 
[ NUEL, Gop with Us, Gon in our Nature; and 
| 
| 
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zs an infinite Merit in his Blood, to cleanſe thee 
from all Sin, 1 John i. 7. A Merit that far 


ſurpaſſeth all the Demerit of thy Sin: The 
Blood of Chriſt hath a louder Cry in the Ears 
of Juſtice for Peace and Pardon, than all thy 
Sins have for Condemnation and Wrath; 


here Sin hath abounded, Free Grace, thro? this 


Blood, doth much more abound, Heb. xii. 24. 
Rom. v. 20. There's an infinite Fulneſs in 
his Righteouſneſs for Juſtification, A Fulneſs 


| that's large enough to cover all thy Nakedneſs, 
and to preſent thee Faultleſs, with the higheſt 


Acceptance, before a God glorious in Holineſs. 
A Fulneſs that every Way anſwers the infinite 
Purity of Jehovah's Nature, and the Perfec- 
tion of his holy Law. A Fulneſs that will 
make thee Out-ſhine, not only perfect Adam 


in his innocent State, but even the glorious An- 


gels in Heaven. For poor Sinners are made, 
no leſs than, the Righteouſneſs of God in bim, 
2 Cor. v. 21. There is alſo an infinite Fulneſs 
of Grace and Holineſs in the Perſon of Chriſt, to 


preſent thee Unblameable before the Preſence 


of Jehovah's Glory, notwithſtanding all the 
Filth and Impurity of thy Nature: For this holy 


Jeſus is made unto us Sar#ification, 1 Cor. i. 30. 
And in him, likewiſe, there's an infinite Ful- 


neſs of all Grace and Glory, to be communicated 


to thee thro* Time, and to Eternity: To make 


thee holy and happy here, and perfectly glorious 
tor ever ! But oh, who can conceive, much lefs 


expreſs, the #unſearchable Riches of Chriſt's Abi- 
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70 A Brief Account of the 
lity to ſave Sinners! To know it fully, is be 
yond the Reach of created Underſtanding. 
And as Chriſt is able to ſave to the Uttermiſ 
all them that come unto God by him, Heb. vii. 25, 
So, he is as willing as he is able. The infinite 
Willingneſs of his Heart 1s as large as the Al. 
mighty Power of his Arm. The Higb-Prieſt“ 
Breaſt-Plate and Ephod, under the Law, was to 
be faſtened together by a Lace of Blue, Exod. xxvii. 
28. To ſhew, that the Heart and Arm, the 
Grace and Power of Chriſt, are inſeparably join d 
in a Sinner's Salvation, What Encouragement 
then haſt thou to come to Chriſt, who has pro- 
mis'd to give thee Reſt? To caſt thyſelf into 
his Arms, and ſtay upon his Grace, Power, 
and Faithfulneſs, who has declar'd, that he wil 
in no wiſe caſt out any poor Sinner, that comes I 
unto him, the great Saviour ? Matt. x1. 28, 
John vi. 37. He has given thee his great Word, 
that he is willing to ſave thee. Canſt thou 5e. 
lieve it? Or dareſt thou, thro' Unbelief, give 
him the Lie? Ah poor Soul, Chriſt has been 
before-hand with thee in Willingneſs. If he had 


not been firſt willing to ſave thee, thou hadſt " 
never been made willing to be ſav'd by him. Hi 4 

Love has been a Love preventing thee : He did n 
not ſtay for thy Willingneſs ; but began thy Sl cha 


vation, in giving thee a new Nature, betore 
thou began'ſt to breath after it: That fo thou de 
might defire Life, and come to him for it. fl 
How welcome then ſhalt thou be to his gracious Wh a. 
Heart and open Arms! Thou canſt not pleaſe Wy. 


him better, than to come to him juſt as thou por 
| : arts 
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art, a miſerable, ' helpleſs, undone Sinner; for 
all the Mercy, Grace, and Salvation thou want- 
eſt, He will not ſend thee away empty. He 
has faid, Open thy Mouth wide, and I will fill 
it, Pſal. Ixxxi. ro. Thou canſt not aſk more 
Grace than he has to beſtow, and is willing to 
give. He delights to fill ſuch needy, empty 
Souls, as thou art. This was the great End of 
his Death: His Heart was ſo willing to /ave 
thee, that he died for thee, that he might ac- 
compliſh it. Yea, ſo intenſe was his Deſire to 
ave thee, that thy Salvation was Part of the 
Joy ſet before him, for which he endured the 
Croſs. He took Pleaſure in the Thoughts of 
it, ſo long ſince: And the Joy of it fore-view'd, 

carried him thro” the Agonies of Death. And 
Wnow the bitter Work is over, and He's ad- 
vanc'd to the Right Hand of God, having all 


 Werover in Heaven and Earth given him, that 
„e might give eternal Life to Sinners: Doſt 
© {Wthou think his Heart is chang d? No, as he 
" ay'd for thee on the Croſs, ſo he lives for thee 


on the Throne: He is Jeſus Chriſt the Same, in 
| his boundleſs Love, Grace, and Mercy, Yeſter- 
1 day, To-day, and forever, Heb. xiii. 8. He is 
„ Noot now to die for thee: Tho' ſuch is his un- 
changeable Grace, that if it was yet to do, he 
would go thro* Death to ſave thee : But, bleſſed 
1 be God, that Work is done, for ever done, and 
5 full Salvation, eternal Redemption obtain'd: 
And having entred into Heaven with his own 
10 blood, on Purpoſe to ſave thee by the Almighty 
. Power of his Arm: Doſt thou think he will 


now 


A Brief Account of the 
now deny thy Reque# ; when to do it, would 
be to deny himſelf , not only in the Grace of li 

Heart, but in the very End of his Death! 
And canſt thou think that his Love that i; 
ſtrong enough to die for thee yet, was ther 
need; will not give thee Life, when he cn 

| fave thee now, with a Word of his Mouth! 
Oh, Believe it, the WMillingneßs of Chriſt 
Heart to ſave thee, doth infinitely ſurpaſs the 
largeſt Deſires of thy Soul, after his Salvation, 
W hat ſhould Hinder thee then, from an imme- 
diate running into Chriſt's Boſom, ſince ther 
is ſuch Room for thee in his Heart? I dar 
tay, nothing but thy Unzelief : And, bleſſe 
be God, that ſhall not hinder thee, alway, 
neither. Would it be an unſpeakable Foy to 
thee, to get into Chriſt's Arms: let me ay, 
it would be much more ſo to him. The Day if 
his Eſpouſals with a poor Sinner, is the Day if 
the Gladneſs of his Heart, Song iii. 11. Butt 
thou ſtill doubt his Willingneſs to embrace 
thee: I'll only ſay, as Philip to Nathanael, Cont 
and ſee: Come and try his boundleſs Grace; 
and ſee if it be not every Way as large as tit 
omnipotent Power of his Arm! John i. 46 
Oh come and caſt thyſelf at the Saviour" 
Feet, and ſay, as that poor Man did, who wa 
full of Leproſy, Lord if thou wilt, thou cani 
make me clean. And Jesvs, in the Infinity dd 
his Grace, will anſwer thee, as he did him, 
and ſay, I will, be thou clean, Luke v. 13. 


719 W ? 35 


— — — 


A Brief 


Peco N 


OF THE 
| Gracious DEALINGS 
| oO 
66 06 D 
WITH A 
f Poor, Sinful, Unworthy Cantus, ” 
ſt Z Relating to 


WA Train of ſpecial PRov1 DENCES at- 
el tending Life, by which the Work of Faith 


5 was carried on with Power. 
1 — — 8 
Y, | Part II. 
FAD. 

'0 


ti e, hear all ye that fear GOD, and I will d- 

Act clare what he bath done for my Soul, Pſa. Ixvi. 16. 

Or Generation /hall praiſe thy WWarks to another, and 
Hall declare thy mighty Acts. | 

1 * Ewa of the pins Honour of thy Majeſty, 

of thy wondrous Works. 


ſhall ſpeak of the Might of thy terrible Aus: 


RS - Iwill declare thy Greatneſs. 

we Hall abundantly . the. Memory of thy great 

a Cosdeſs, and hall ing of thy Rightennſucſ Pa, 
exlv. . 5 6, 
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＋ Aying in a former little Trad, given a brief 
Account of Gop's Loving-kindneſs to my 


my Heart in a ſaving Converſion to CHRISTH, and 
to my being brought to ſome Eſtabliſhment in Jz- 
sus; I hall now in this give ſome further Account 
of the Loxp's gracious Dealings with me, relating 
to a Train of ſpecial Providences, attending my 
Life, by which the Work of Faith was carried on 
mh Power. And as enabled I ſhall give ſome 
ints, 5 
Firſt, Of theſe ſpecial Providences of Gop to- 
wards me. And, | 
Secondly, Make ſome Improvement. I begin, 
Firſt, With Providences. The Providences I 
chiefly intend to take notice of, are ſuch that re- 
late to my being planted in the Hoſe of the Lomb, 
= __ to my Flouriſbing in the Courts of eur Go. 
Aud, ; 
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Soul, relating to his Work of Grace upon 
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I. The Providence I ſhall firſt mention, and take 
a little Notice of, relates to my Remoyal from that 
Church of Chriſt in N--x, where I firſt join'd, to ano- 
ther Church in the ſame Town, of which the late Mr. 
£41--re, was Paſtor. Some Hints of which, take as follow. 
Mr. Hf, my firſt Paſtor, was removed, and 


another Miniſter ſucceeded him. 'The I of 


this Servant of Chriſt was of Uſe to me in ſome 
Reſpects; tho I did not fall in with his Judgment 
in ſeveral Points. But he not inſiſting much upon 
them at firſt, I was willing to content myſelf, and 
paſs by what I did not like. But ſome Time af. 


ter this, not finding myſelf edify'd under his Mini- 


ſtry, and my Difſſatisfaction increaſing, I thought 
it my Duty to acquaint him with it; and accord- 
ingly did it, after having ſought the Lord about 
it. TI thought I ſhould meet with Oppoſition if 1 


_ attempted it; and much indeed came on. But! 


faw ſuch an Excellency and Preciouſneſs in the 
Truths I contended for, that I thought at that 
Time, I could not only bear the Reproaches J 
might meet with on this Account, but even lay 


down my Life in the Defence of them, if the Lord 
had call'd me to it.— Many were the Trials, and 
great the Supports I met with at this Time. A 
mighty Spirit of Prayer was upon me, the Liberty 


of Gop's Boſom was afforded me in the Day of my 
Diſtreſs, frequent were the Anſwers I receiv'd 
from him, and great the Familiarity I had with Him. 
So that I could fay with the Apoſtle, As the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt abound in us, ſo our Conſolation alſo a- 


- buundeth by Chriſt, 2 Cor. i. 5.---In a Word, I fool 
found the Truth of what the Prophet aſſerts by 


Way of Interrogation, Amos iii. 3. Can two wall to- 


gether except they be agreed ?--Upon which I intreated 
' the Lord to tell me what was my Duty | 
ſent Cafe. And having receiv'd full Satisfaction, 
That it was his Mind I ſhould remove my Com- 


in the pre- 


munion 


ran clearly; and the Sun ſhone gloriouſly. I was 


 Gracions Dealings of Gov, &c. 5 
munion from that Church to which I then related, 
to that over which Mr. 4---re was Paſtor ; I ac- 
cordingly did it. | "3 . 

This Providence of Gop, in removing me from 
one Church to another, I have great Reaſon to bleſs. 
his Name for; as He made it an Introduction to 
all that great Glory, which I have ſince beheld in 
Sion. Upon my being new planted, the Lord wa- 
ter d me; I caſt forth my Roots as Lelauon, and my 
Branches did ſpread. The Lord Jefus, my chief 
Shepherd, led me, by the Miniſtry of his Servant, 
Mr. M--re, into fat, green Paſtures. The Doc- 
trines of the Goſpel were clearly ſtated, and much 
inſiſted on in his Miniſtry. The Sanctuary-Streams 


abundantly ſatisfied with the Fatneſs of God's Heuſe; 
made to drink of the River of his Pleaſures, and in 
bis Light, I ſaw Light, Pſa. xxxvi. 8, 0. 
But notwithſtanding my bright Days, I had ſome 
Nights. Several were the Temptations, and Times. 
of Diſtreſs my Soul met with: tho' I did not que- 
ſtion my Intereſt in Chriſt now, but other Tempta- 
tions beſet me. Out of the Deeps I cried unto the 
LORD. And He ſent from above, he took me, he drew 
me out of many Waters, Pſa. xviii. 16. The Light of 
the Glory of God, brightly ſhining into my Heart, 
diſcover d my own Darkneſs, Duſt and Soil; and 
made the Corruptions of my Nature hateful, and 
odious in my Eyes, in every of their Out-breakings, 
whether in Heart, Lip or Life. Oh how exceed- 
ing /nful did Sin appear to me now, while I viewed 
it in the Light of pardoning Love, and juſtifying 
Blood! Oh this Body of Death, with all its Mem- 
ders, how loth ſome was it to my Soul | I was call'd 
to wreſtle againſt Principalities, and Powers, againſt 
ſbiritual Wichedneſs in high Places. But the Lord 
cover'd my Head in the Day of Battle, taught my 
Hands to war and my Fingers to fight ; and gave 
5 the 


rr — . — 
8 


6 A Brief Account of tbe 
the Victory on my Side, either actively or pt 
While ory the Sevengad of Cbriſt, I Ae trampled 
down mine Enemies, or when foil'd, agaift er- 
came by the Blood of the Lamb. Oh "this? precious 
Fountain, ſet open to the | Houſe of Daw, yo, bin, 
and for e How did it cleanſt 
both from Guilt and Filth ! And the Guilt of da 
being taken off my Conſcience, I exceedingly longed 
to be freed, both from its Power, and Being. My 
Soul preſs'd forward, and reach'd forth after perfect 
Conformity. to Chriſt. And my preſent. Unlikenefs 
was a great Affliction to me. But the bleſſed Spi- 
rit went on to open Chriſt. to my Soul, in his in- 
finite Suitableneſs to all my Wants. 
I was once groaning under the Weight of Lin; 
and lamenting my Unholineſs before the Lord. 
And on a ſudden, a pleaſant T hought paſs'd through 
my Mind, concerning the Bleſſedneſs of the Angels, 
as they are perfectly Holy, without the leaſt Tint 
of Sin. Oh! thought I, © They can ſerve God 
perfectly, while I'm prevented, and held down by 
* a Body of Sin and Death.” And immediately 
that Word came in, Rom. xi. 16. F the Root be 
holy, ſo are the Branches. In which I was pointed 
to Chrift, the Fountain of Hclinefs: And mine Eye 
taken off from the Holy Angels, and fixt upon the 
Holy JEsus. But oh, what an FHeart-raiſing, 
Soul-amazing Diſtovery, I then had of the Holi- 
neſs of Chriſt, as my Head and Root! f the Noot 
be holy 1 From the next Words, So are the Branches, 
in Connection with the former, I was taught two 
Things: 1. That as Chriſt, my Root was holy, fo 
I, as a Branch in Him, was then preſented to the 
Father, as perfectly hely in the ſhining Glories of 
my holy Head and Root. I faw, that tho' my 
Ke Holineſs was imperfect, yet that T had a 
Perfect Sanctification in Chriſt, a compleat H olineſs 


in Him, as made of God unto me Sanctificatiun; 
in 


18 


— 
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In which 1 was preſented before the Throne, with- 


ſecured 3 even in Chriſt's communicable Fulneſs of Ho- 
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out the leaſt Stain. 2. I ſaw a Fulnefs of Holineſs 
in Chriſt my Rost, not only for Repreſentation, but 
alſo, for Communication. If the Root be holy, fo are, 
the Branches 80 by Repreſentation : And ſo by De- 


rivation. Oh, here I view'd my perſonal Holineſs, 


lineſs, as my Root of Influence! I ſaw Holineſs 
enough in Chriſt my Root, to continue, increaſe, and 
perfect my perſonal Holinefs, as a Branch in Him. 
And oh how my Soul rejoiced in that Security J had, 
by virtue of my inſeperablæ Union to Chrift, of per- 
feet Conformity to him !--- Thus the Lord ſet me 
at Liberty at this Time, and again I went on re- 
joicing in Chriſt Jeſus, as I was then compleat in 
him, and ſhould erelong be made perfectly like him. 
About this Time alfo, I was again affauked with 
blaſphemaus Thoughts: And the Affliction laſted a 
great while, tho“ I had ſome Reſpite at Times. 
But oh the curſed Noiſe of Hell, that was heard 
in my poor Soul! How grievous was it to me! 1 
was at a Loſs, ſometimes, whether thoſe horrid 
Thoughts were merely the Suggeſtions of Satan, or 
the Product of my own vile Heart: But in the 
main, I judged both concerned therein. I look'd 
upon theſe vile Thoughts to be originally caſt in by 
Satan, altho* there was enough in my wicked Heart 
to catch the Fire of his Temptations. But how- 
ever, this was the Improvement the Enemy would 
have made hereof, to have driven me into Deſpair. 
And as he was once urging it, that becauſe ſuch 
Thoughts had paſs'd thro' my Heart, I had ſinned 
the unpardonable Sin; the bleſſed Spirit, as my Com- 
forter, did open to me, the free and full Forgive- 
nefs of all my Sins, thro* the Blood of Chriſt; in 
that Word, Adat. xii. 31. Wherefore I ſay unto you, 
All manner of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall be fp 
unto Aden. By which I was melted into Love to 
45 | A 4 God, 
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God, Self-lothing, and Goſpel-Repentance: And 
Sin and Satan fled at the Diſplay of pardoning Grace, 
thro* the Blood of Jeſus. And, indeed, I alway 
found the Blood of Chriſt, to be the moſt effeQual 
Means to quench the fiery Darts of Satan, the Flame 
| of Sin, and to cleanſe my Soul from all that Defile- 
| ment it contracted during an Engagement. 
By theſe Temptations, the Lord gave me to ſee 
| more what need I had to be kept continually by his 


| mighty Power, and to live by Faith on Chriſt daily, 
dealing with his Blood and Righteouſneſs. And oh 
= what a precious Hiding-Place, did I find CHRrsr 
to be from the Wind ! what a Covert from the Storm | 
Yea, my IEsus, was to me, as Rivers of Water in 
4 dry Place]! By theſe Temptations alſo, the Lord 
humbled me, while he gave me to ſee more of that 
Abyſs of Sin that was in my Nature ; that filthy 
Fountain which continually ſent forth its Streams to 
the defiling of my Soul. And oh how precious was 
the Blood of Chriſt, as a Fountain ſet open for me 
to waſh in! By thefe Temptations likewiſe, the 
Lord gave me to admire his diſtinguiſhing Grace the 
more, in my Salvation. While-I ſaw my ſelf, as in 
my ſelf, to be no better than thoſe that periſh, and fit 
Fewel for everlaſting Burnings. Oh the horrid Na- 
ture of Sin, which I then beheld, as it is Emmy, 
trreconcileable Enmity againſt God! And how in- 
tenſely did I hate Sin, as againſt a God of boundleſs 
Grace / That Word has many a time been a Stay 
to me, when ſurprized by the out-breakings of the 
Enmity of my Nature, Rom. viii. 7. The carnal 
Mind is Enmity againſt God: it is not ſubject to the 
Law of Ged, neither indeed can be. I have thought 
thus : + Theſe are dreadful Clamours that my Soul 

©* hears: But what will not an Enemy ſay? I am by 
Nature an Enemy to God; yea, ſuch is the Cor- 
ruption of my Nature, that it is even Enmity it- 
« ſelf; it is not ſubject to the Law of God, * 
; t ther 
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q © ther indeed can be. And that Word has many times 
5 been ſweet to me, when on one Occaſion or ano- 
G ther, I have been in the Views of my own Vile- 
neſs : Was not Eſau Jacob's Brother? ſaith the Lok p: 
*W 7 7 lured Jacob, and I hated Eſau, Mal. i. 2, 3. 


And that Word alſo, Hof. iii. 1. Then ſaid the 
LORD: unto me, go yet, love a Woman (beloved of | 
her Friend, yet an Adultereſs ) according to the Love 

of the LORD to the Children of 1ſrael, who look to 

other Gods, and love Flagons of Wine. I have been 
made to rejoice, that none of my Vileneſs could 

alter God's Love to me. He new, that I ſhould 
deal very treacherouſly, and was call'd a Tranſgreſſer 
from the Womb. And yet from the mere good 
Pleaſure of his Will, he reſolved to be Gracious, 
everlaſtingly Gracious: to me. And when. my Soul 
has been melted down under a Senſe of God's ever- 
laſting Love to me, I haue ſaid to him, Lord, 
© ſince none of all my Vileneſs can make any Al- 
« teration. in thy Leue; let thy unchangeable Grace 
© make an Alteration in me] Since my Sin cannot 
© take away. thy Love, let thy Love take away my 
din; let it change me into its own Image, that 
© ſo I may love Thee perfectly, the Ocean of Love. 
and Goodneſs !' And oh how glad have I been, 
that none could pluck me out of Chriſt's Hands, John x. 

28. None of my Enemies, neither Sin, Satan, nor 
the World! 7 give unto them eternal Life, and they 
Hall never periſh: Oh how ſweetly has the. Holy 
Ghoſt open'd the Grace of Chriſt in theſe Words, 
in his free, abſolute, irreverſible Gift of eternal Life 
to me! And. that everlaſting Security J had / in him 
from all Enemies and Dangers! And in a Word, 
The Eſtabliſhment of my Faith in the great Doc- 

trines of the Goſpel, under the Spirit's Witneſs af 
/ own particular, Intereſt in all the womlerful 

Grace couched therein? I found to be of unſfpealt- 
able Advantage to fax my Soul, and keep me Com. 
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10 - ABrief Accountof tbe | 
being driven away, when Tempeſts beat violettly 
upon: me. Dut to go ... 
Mr. A. re, was a great doctrinal Preacher: 
And the ſpecial Advantage I receiv d under his Mi. 
. the Eſtabliſhment of my Judgment in 
the ines of the Goſpel. My Communion 
with this Church was pleaſant. But after I had 
comfortably walk d with it for ſome Years, Thing 
| began to work for a Removal of my Place of A. 
bode. And therefore, - ek 
II. The next Providence I ſhall give ſome Hinte 
of, relates to the Lord's removing my Habitation 
from Nn, to L-----z: Which was occaſion'd 
by my entring into a Marriage-State, when I was 
22 Years of Age. 3 Le 
The Privileges I enjoy'd in Sion, were very valu- 
able in my Eſteem. And when the Lord was a- 
bout my Removal, I was afraid it might be 
attended with ſome Loſs; and that my ſmall Im- 
provement of the Favours I enjoy'd, might 
have provok'd the Lord to take them away from 
me. But that Word was ſet home with great 
Power upon my Heart, concerning this Providence, 
Rom. xi. 22. Towards Thee, Goodneſs, From 
which I was fully perſwaded, that the Lord's De- 
fign in removing me, was, the more abundant Diſ- 
play of his great Goodneſs, notwithſtanding all my 
nworthineſs. And upon my Fixation at L-, 
under the Miniftry of the late Mr. S#----p, I ſoon 
found the Truth of this Declaration of Grace. For 
the Waters of the Sanctuary were indeed, riſen Ma- 
ters; which fill'd my Soul with Wonder and Joy. 
I found the fame Doctrines of the Goſpel, man 
tain d, and vindicated in the Miniſtry of Mr. S. 
as I was wont to hear under Mr. 4----re's, tho 
not altogether in that /tated Way, but with abun- 
dance of Glory, Life and Power. 
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Theſe two great dervants of Chriſt, had dif 


| Text by another ; which caſt a great Light upon 


the Goſpel, under his Preaching, to be indeed, The 


the Light and Glory I /aw, the Life and Heat I felt in 


_ Paſtoral Care of Mr. $4----p. But after I had 


thought proper, my Abode being fixed, that my 
Communion ſhould be fo too. Whereupon I re- 
queſted my Diſmiſſion from that Church of Chriſt, 


tad 1 er 


Gifts by the ſame Spirit; And the Miniftry of both 
were greatly bleſt for = Edification in the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt. Mr. M----re, was a Man of great 
Underſtanding in the Myſteries of the Goſpel: And 
under his Miniſtry, as I hinted before, my Jude” 
ment was eſtabliſh'd, Mr. S p, was alſo a M 

of deep Judgment ; and ſuperadded to this, he had 
Nuiotneſe of Thought, Aptneſs of Expreſſion, ſuita- 


ble Affection, and a moſt agreeable Delivery, every 
| way ſuited to- engage the Attention of an Auditory : 


And the Corronis of all was, that wonderful Power 
which attended his Miniſtry, -both for the Quick- 
ning of the Saints, and the Converſion of Sinners. 
He had a peculiar Gift of opening the Scriptures, one 


the ſacred Oracles. He alſo delighted to ſet forth 
hequenty Things by earthly ; his Miniſtry abounded 
with Similies; Which, when aptly apply'd, do 
much illuſtrate the Truth, and help our dark 
Minds to take it in. Under his Miniſtry, I was 
as it were put to School, to learn again thoſe 
Truths, in a greater Light and Glory, which I had 
ſome bleſſed Knowledge of before: And the ſpecial 
Blefling I received under it, was, the more abun- 
dant Life and Power of the Truths known. I found 


Miniftration of the Spirit, and Life : And the Word 
of God, to be as a Fire, melting my Soul down. Oh 


the Doctrines of the Goſpel, under the irradiating, en- 


kindling Influences of the 1 in His Miniſtry! 


Upon my Removal to £----n, I had tranſient 
Communion with the Church of Chriſt under the 


walked with 'em thus for ſome Time, it was 


at 
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at Nn, to which I then related, to that wich 
which I then walked. Which being granted, I waz 
* into full Communion with this Church of 
'EHrift at Ju. My Fellowſhip herewith was ſweet: 
The Lord dwelt in this Sion, for me, abundanth 
l her Proviſion, and my poor Soul was ſatisfied with 
. | Bread: He clothed her Prieſt, her Miniſter with dal. 
vation, and I, with her Saints, did fhout for Jy, 
Oh the Glory of God, that I ſaw in this Houſe of 
his! This Diſpenſation was indeed, towards M; 
- Goodineſs ! For in this, as well as my other Remove, 
from one part of the Houſe of God to another, l 
| * on from Glory to Glory : And with the riſing 
Diſplay, was proportionably changed into the ſan: 
Image by the Spirit of the Lord. In this Garden of 
God, I ſat down under the Shadow of my Beloved with 
great Delight, and his Fruit was ſweet to my Taſte, 
And the — of Chriſt's Grace-Fulneſs, his 
Fruit as the Fpple-Tree, ſuited to my preſent Ne- 
ceſſity, and Capacity, did quicken my Appetite, 
and ſet my Soul a longing. for that happy Day, 
when I ſhould feaſt upon his Glory-Fulneſs, a 
- Tree of Life in the midſt of the Paradiſe if 
But tho my Enjoyments were great, yet fill I 
found myſelf attended with a Variety of Trials. 
I had my Times of Heavineſs. But the Father f 
Mercies, and the God of all Comfort, was graciouſly 
pleaſed to comfort me in all my Tribulations, His inh- 
nite Love under all, and in all, was ſo abundantly 
ſhed abroad in my Heart by the Holy * that made 
me patient, and joyful in all my Diſtreſſes. Yea, 
J was not contented, barely, to be patient, and 
ſubmiſſive to the Will of God under 7 rials, unleſs 
I -gloried in Tribulation, I ſaw ſo much of my Fa- 
ther's Heart-Love in every T wig of his. Rod, that 
carried on my Soul to bleſs him for every Stroke. 
Yea I thought, That his very Denial of the Mer- 
5 e 
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8 50 cies and Favours I requeſted, and Senſe thought 
$ I wanted, was to me, a double Portion of Kind- 
f « nefs:* My Heart was fo overflow'd with his Love. 


As having nothing, I poſſeſs'd all Things. And oh, 
how well pleaſed was I with my Portion in God 7 
One Gop in CHRIST, was my Soul-ſatisfying 
ALL ! That Word was exceeding precious. to me, 
Jo be @ God unto Thee, Gen. xvii. 7. Oh here I 
ſaw, that whatever God had in 1 that he uas 
was to me in Chriſt: I ſaw, that his infinite 
Perfections were engaged in Covenant for my good. 
And that Word alſo, I found, and did eat it, and 
it was unto me the Rejoicing of my Heart, Deut. 
xxxiii. 23. 0 Naphtali, ſatisfied with Favour,. 
and full with the Bleſſing of the LORD: poſſeſs 
thu the Weſt and the South. I faw myſelf fo en- 
compaſſed with Favour, and ſurrounded with the 
Blefling of Jehovah, that my Soul was therewith 
abundantly ſatisfied,. and ſo full that I could defere no 
more, either for Temporals, Spirituals, or Eternals, 
than what was ſettled upon me in God's everlaſting 
Covenant with his Son. I ſaw, that I need not 
alk to be new ble/?, but only for the Communication 
of thoſe Bleſſings thro' Chriſt, with which I was 
anciently bleſt in Him; and fo leave it with infinite 
Wiſdom to. diſtribute thoſe Riches, which infinite 
Grace beſtow' d. And in the Faith of my being fo 
abundantly, and. irreverſibly bleſt, I went forth to 
aſſeſs all thoſe vaſt. Stores I had in Gon! The 
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y Faith of God's Love has many a time made me, 
e with unſpeakable Pleaſure, to ſubmit to his Will, 
5 when he croſt mine. I have delightfully loſt my 
f Will in, God's, and there alſo I have found it. I 
$ 


10 it, as corrupt, while the Holy Ghoſt ſubdued 

e Rebellion of my Nature; and I faurnd it, as 

t ſanctified, while he drew me into a ſweet Acqui- 

WH <{cence with God's good Pleaſure. Under the 

- lanctifying Operations of the bleſſed Spirit, 1 = 
— 5 


14 A Brief Account of the 
liked what my "Father liked; and have well ap- 
proved. of the moſt trying Diſpenſation, beeauſe it 
was bis Will. And his Will, in this reſpect, ] 
took to be, not a mere Act of & onty, but an 
Akt of his good Plena ure, flowing from, and founded 
upon His boundleſs Love, and infinite Wiſdom, in 
his eternal Counſels about the Glory of his Grace, 
in my Happineſs and Salvation. I faw that his 
bounAiek towards me in Chriſt, was fo great, 
that it ſet His infinite Wiſdom a-work to comtriye 
the Channels in which it ſhould flow. And that 
in the exceeding Riches of his Grace, he had abounded 
towards me in all Wiſdom and Prudence, in the Set- 
tlement of all Things relating to my preſent and 
eternal Happineſs, by an AQ of his Will, as the 
RKeſult of his eternal Counſels; according to which, 
All Things in his Providence were wrought. As 
Eph. i. 11. Who worketh all Things after the 
Counſel of his own Will. He worketh all Things, 
not merely after his Will, but after the Counſel if 
his Will. From hence 1 ſaw, that there was no 
Part of his Will, but what his Counſel was concern'd 
in; and no Part of his Gounſe!, or what his infinite 
Wiſdom ſaw beſt, but what his Mell reſolved upon. 
And the Lord made this of great Uſe to reconcile 
me to the Will of his Providence, as I ſaw it founded 
upon the Vill of his Counſel, or the eternal Coun- 
ſel of his Will. And in a Word, in ail my Trials, 
everlaſting Arms were underneath to ſupport, and 
round about to imbrace me. 
In the next Place, I fhall take a little Notice of 
my being remov'd to -. After I had been 
ſome Time at L----n, the Providence of God ſo 
order'd it, that there was a far greater Proſpect of 
Advantage, with refp:& to my Huſband's Bufinels 
at - Upon which he thought it beſt for us 
to go down thither for that Seaſon. This was not 


a total Remove from Ln; we went only as Sojour- 
| ners 
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| thoſe great Privileges I then enjoy'd in Sion; which 


n 
* 


. © CGratijous Dealings of God, &c. ig 
ners for a while. But tho' there was an Appear- 
ance of greater aytward Advantage; yet I was a- 
fraid it would be attended with much Loſs, as to 


made it a Trial to me. And when it firſt appear d, 
I was afraid I had provok'd the Lord to bring it 
upon me as a Rebuke for my Unprofitableneſs. 
But that Word was brought, with great Power, 
Jer, woll. 20. 7 Eg oy is hea 
laſant Child ? H ſure Merey upon him. 
By ohh the Lord ſatisfied me, That that Diſpen- 
ſation was not brought upon me as a Rebuke, but 
in a way of Mercy, and pure Loving-kindneſs. 
And oh the Heart-melting Diſcovery I then had of 
my Father's Love and Grace, in calling me his 
dear Child, and, eſpecially, his plea ſant Child Ohl 
thought I, Mbat manner of Grace is this, that my 


"3. 
+ — 


Father ſhould call me a pla ſant Child, notwith- 
« ſtanding all my Ingratitude ! He might have eall d 
© me his dear Child, as I ſtand in the Dearneſs of adopt ; 
* ing Love, and yet have dealt with me in a 
of Rebuke for all my Unkindneſs as an *mpleaſim 
* Child! But hew is it that he ſhould ay Lama 
«© pleaſant Child, notwithſtanding all my ! 
Oh furely it is as he views me in Chriſt, where 
HE bebolds no Iraiquity in Jacob, nor Perverſeneſs in 
Ifraei!' Thus kindly the Lord dealt with me. 
Quickly after this, I ſaw more of the Vileneſs of 
my own Heart; and again I began to think, How 
jultly the Lord might bring this Diſpenſation upon 
me as a Rebule. But, while I was caſt down, the 
Lord brought this Word to comfort me, Hof. xi, 
9. I will not execute the Fiereceneſs of mine Anger, I 
will not return to deſtroy Ephraim; for I am God, 
and not Man, the Holy One in the midſt of thee, and 
Iwill not enter into the City. From which I was 
ſweetly taught, the great Reaſon of that wonderful 


Ferbearance the Lord exerciſed towards me; as Za 
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lay in his great BEIN O, as he was God, and not Man, 
And that tho' I was a provoking Creature, yet be- 
cauſe of his infinite Grace, Mercy and Faithfulneß, 
he would not return to deſtroy me, or alter the 
Thing that was gone out of his Mouth concerning 
me. And in the Faith of this Grace, I. went 
down to H----—þ.. | po ane 
But quickly after I was there, began to be in 
great Heavineſs. And, with. David, I faid, Wh 
art thou caſt down,. O my Soul? and-why art thu 
diſquieted within me I And I found the great Reaſon 
to be, becauſe I was ſeperated from-my ſweet En- 
joyments in the Houſe of God, and from the Com- 
pany of the dear Saints. Upon which, I began to 
argue with my ſelf thus, Why, if I was in z 
Den, or Cave of the Earth; if: the Lord was with 
me, his Preſence would make it a Palace. And by 
this Thought: I was turn'd home to my Father's 
Boſom. And from this Time I ſought for my Sa- 
tisfaftion in Gop himſelf, when I had not thoſe 
outward Means of enjoying him my Soul wiſhed 
for. And I was wonderfully favour'd with intimate 
Communion; with God, in that Place, by which 
my. Joy was full. But when, from the Sweetnef 
of private Fellowſhip with my Beloved, I came 
hungering and. thirſting for the Enjoyment of him 
in publick Ordinances, I found him not there, as I 
was wont. And I was at times, fict of Love, and 
ready to faint away for want of him. At. other 
Times, indeed, I was favour'd with his Preſence, 
and he fed me in an uncommon Way, even by 
means of Contraries; or the contrary to what I heard. 
While I was at L---n, I was as a Hind let losſe. 1 
Went in and out aud found Paſture. Mr. $k----p, Was 
fill'd with the Spirit. A Adoption; and in full Ajjur 
rance of Faith, he had Freedom of Acceſs unto God 
in Chriſt. And my Soul, together with his, . did 


moſt delightfully breathe out it ſelf into the Boon 
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of God, both in Prayer and Praiſe. His Preaching 
alſo, brought me Tidings of great Foy. But 
when I came to-, I found a Alte- 
ration: I was got into another Climate, much fur- 
ther off the Sun. I thought, when I came firſt, 
« Surely, this People worſhip without the Blood of 
© Jeſus.” * ſtood at ſuch a Diſtance from God 
in Prayer; and as for Preaching, I thought it little 
more than Form. But ſomething of the Lord's 
gracious Dealings with me, in this Place, being 
expreſſed in a Letter, that I wrote to Mr. Sk-----p 
from thence, I think it may not be amiſs to inſert it. 


Ver deay and homur'd Brother, | 
MP? the boundleſs Love of the Father, in its 

eternal Flow thro* the Mediator, abundantly 
grant the Deſire of your Heart, by daily anointing 
you with freſh Oyl; as it deſcends from the Ful- 
neſs of our glorious Head, for the Supply of each 
Member of his Body, in their ſeveral Places and 
Order! Oh ! *tis a living Communion with your glo- 
rious anointed Head, in all that Fulneſs of the Spi- 
nit, which it hath pleaſed the Father ſhould dwell 
in him, that alone can make you an able Miniſter 
of the New Teſtament, a /eilful Workman right! 
to divide the Word of Truth. Oh what Gate 
have you to be thankful for a Supply of the Spirit of 
Jeſus! That you ſhould not beleft, with many, tomake 
2 Compoſition of Matter, merely out of other Mens 
Judgments, and then commit it to a few dead 
Notes to read to the People | Oh how glorious a 
Thing it is, to know the Mind of Chriſt, under 
the Holy Ghoſt's Revelation! and to preach the 
woe, under a ſpecial Unction from the Holy 

ne | | 


Dear Sir, I can't but take it exceeding kindly 
at you wrote to us; for which I return you 
any Thanks. My Father was pleaſed to give 


me 
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me a good Meal by Means of ſome Things you wrote. 
I am glad to heap of your Proſperity : The Lord 
continue and increaſe it! I ſhould be glad if it pleafe 
my Father to caſt my Lot among you again. My 
Soul was warm'd by thafe three Things, you wrote, 
that go to the Completion of Love. 1 bleſs my 
God, I know by Experience, what it is to be made 
perfect in Love, both as to its Nature, and Settle- 
ment, under the Spirit's Witneſs of perſonal In- 
tereſt. But oh how little do Tknow, and how greatly 
do I long after a Perfection in Love to a eompleat 
Aſſimilation! Oh! well might you ſay, that the 
 * Third and laft Thing was greateſt.” For verily it is 
exceeding great and comprehenſive ; full of Majeſty 
and Glory. Well might the Apoſtle ſay, There it 
no Fear in Love, 1 John iv. 18. For were we but 
once come to that Perfection in Love; how pow- 
erfully ſhould we be conſtrain'd to Obedience to all 
the Laws and Commands of Sion's King, our ęlo- 
rious Head and Huſband, and how Evangelick would 
it be? How free from ſervile Fear, as ſuch that att 
no more Servants? s 1 e Gal 

As to our ſpiritual Entertainment, We hare 
ſomething of the Goſpel; but with Abundance of 
Mixture, that greatly eclipſeth the Glory of it. 
Yet I can't but ſay, That 14y Lord feeds me; dl. 
tho“ I am like a Lamb in a large Place. My Soul 
doth eat the Fat, and drink the Sweet, and the fy 
of the Lord is my Strength: Which makes my Fett 
the the Feet of Hinds, He feeds me with royal 
Dainties, Meat from the King's Table; even ſuch 
upon which Himſelf feeds. P/a. xxxvi. 8. J think 
my Soul's Liberty and Joy, in near Approaches tb 
the Throne, has oft-times grew by the Oppolits 
I moſtly ſee and hear in this Place. Oh how ts 
Grace abounded towards vile, unworthy me! Not ou 
only to. diſtinguiſh me from the Ford, but allo BN vive 
from this Company of Profeſſors ; (and it may be * man 
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df 'em Believers) that while they ſtand at a Diſtanee, 
as ſo many Strangers; unworthy I ſhould be brought 
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nigh, as one that is thro? Blood, and ſplen- 
didly glorious in the Marriage-Robe ! Oh ! to walk 


moſt walk at Uncertainties ; and at beſt, ſeem but 


freely, fully, and irreverfibly given me in Chriſt 
Jeſus : Even all that is comprehended in that eter- 
nal Life, which by an eternal Act of Settlement, 
was made fure to Chrift and His Oh here it is my 
Soul gathers Strength and Life, notwithſtanding a 
that Sin and Death that works in me; even while I 
view my Father's Love, as the Source and Origin 
of all my Happineſs and Glory, to be infinitely un- 
changeable | Here I behold the Project of Eternity, 
(for the exuberant ſhining forth of the G Y of the 
divine BEING, in the Advancement of the Mediator, 
and his Seed, into Union and Communion with 
Jehovah) laid in ſuch infinite Depths of H:ſdom, 
that not all that Inundation of Sin, which came in 
by my firſt Father Adam, no, nor all my perſonal 


alter this glorious Deſign ! No ; The Counſel of the 
LORD hall fland, and he will do all his Pleaſure. 
| muſt confeſs, that my Neck is an Iron Sinew, and 
my Brow Braſs: That I am bent to Backſliding, and 


y have dene as evil as I could. I, in myſelf, am an 
Feet WH abominable, vile, and hateful Creature. But what 
oyal Wi thn? Can this alter my Father's Heart? Oh! No; 
ſuch Wh It is wnchangeabls/ And as it can't alter his Heart, 
think Wl fo neither the Thing that is gone out of his Mauth, 
cs 10 BY Pla, xxx. 34. Becauſe I am a difingenuous Child, 
olites will He di inborit mg? Oh! No. He'll cleanſs me, 
w bes but not 4% rey me. He iner I u deal very Treache- 
Not ruſly. And yet Grace breaks up, in free For- 
t allo Bi vivenes, thro' Blood, with a go [yet] lus a Mo- 
> (0? Bi nan beloved of her Friend, yet an Adultereſs, Hof, iii. I. 


Oh 


in the comfortable Knowledge of my Intereſt, when 
to work and ftrive to get that, which I know is 


Tranſgreſſions, could ever be able to raiſe it, to 
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Oh how this Love breaks my Heart! I am bud 
into Self-loathing ! I am loved into Hatred of Sin! 
I am bed into godly Sorrow! Oh how the Fir: 
of this Love melts m Soul into Gofpel Repentance ! 
Oh! that I ſhould be ſo wind to my kind Father, 
that has not only loved me immanently and eter- 
nally in himfelf, but has loved me manifeſtatively; 
Jens loved into the Knowledge of Chriſt ; yea, 
ves me frequently in the Diſplays of his Unchange- 
able Heart, notwithſtanding my many, repeated 
Provocations! Oh! what I A ? Surely, Grace 
reigns / Oh help me to praiſe HIM! I have no- 
thing elſe to bring but a Tribute of Praiſe. I muſt 
for ever lie in the Duſt at his Feet, as an unde- 
ſerving, Hell-deſerving Creature ; while I behold 
that Love, that was eternally fixt on me in Chrif, 
fo freely flowing forth thro' this ſmitten Ru, 
even to a mighty Deluge, hike the Waters of the 
Flood, _ all the higheſt Mountains of my Siu; 
triumphantly carrying on my Happineſs, in ab 
Deli NT g Sin and Satan, — *. 
into an initial Conformity to God's Firſt-born; (the 
eldeſt Glory-Son, the ſupreme Pattern above) and 
will undoubtedly carry on this Work, till in a Vi- 
ſibility of Glory, as a Jewel made up, I ſhall ſhine 
forth as the Sun, comple bearing his Glory. 
Likeneſs: The Image of the Heavenly ] The eternal 
Flaw of this Love, will waft me into Love's Ocean; 
there for ever, with my Lord, as a Veſſel of Mer. 
cy, to be filled with Glory; in being ſwallow'd 


up in Gop, the Ultimate of Enjoyment | Of which. 


we can but little conceive. 

Indeed you have rightly judged, < hat. hithert0 
it has been rather, Chriſt loving and embracing m 
than I Him, in the Trial of Faith in the Dark. Fo 
I am even filled with Amazement, while I ſee, 
that none of all my Vileneſs, is able to ſtop the Cure 
rent of his Love! ” 2 Oh! 
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Oh! it was well you ſaid, The beſt Wine is 
reſerv'd till laſt; and that what we enjoy here, 
can't lefſen our Enjoyment at laſt.” For what is it 
we enjoy here, but God? And Gop can't be /e/- 
ſented. 'The Sun communicates of his Influences, in 
which we are warmed, and enlightned ; and yet 
there's never the leſs Light or Heat in the Sun for 
all that it communicates. And if it may be ſo ſaid 
of the Creature-Sun, how much more of our Gop ! 
And as there will be never the leſs to be enjoy d at 
laſt, for what we enjoy here ; ſo neither do I con- 
ceive, that the Stweetne/ſs we have taſted here, will 
in the leaſt cloy the New-Man's Appetite, or ren- 
der the Marriage-Supper 4% feet. The Lamb 
Hall lead us to living Fountains ; (not a ſtanding "_ 
and the living Virtue of theſe living Waters, wi 


conſtantly maintain in us a living Appetite ; which 


will fit us for a delightful Participation, with our 
Lord, of that Glory, which will be new, new to 
Eternity ! ----- I humbly conceive, That it will be 


ſomething higher, than barely, Salvation, that will 


fill our Souls with new Pleaſures to Eternity. I con- 
ceive, there is ore in that Oneneſs our Lord has 
pray d for, John xvii. 21, 22. That they may be 
ene in us, as thou Father and I am one. Some Ray: 
having ſhined into my Soul, That my higheft Glo- 
ry will conſiſt, in a ſharing with my FOE in that 
Glory of Oneneſs: even the highe/# Union and 
Communion with the infinitely Boundleſs DEIT ! 


And Oh! is not here Room enough, in the 4:ghe/? 
N Glory-Communion, that ever Creatures can enjoy, 
witk the boundleſs DerTyY, dwelling in our own 
Nature; for the largeft Soul to expiate, and with- 


out the Jeaft Cloy, with new Wonder, delectably 
to take ix an inconceivable Variety of Glory to 
Eternity What is there in that Covenant-grant 
gwen out to Abraham, Gen. xvii. 7. I am thy God, 
and the God of thy Szed | But oh! how glorious is 

it, 
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22 A Brief Account of the 
It, if we trace it to the grand Original, even the 
eternal Dred of Settlement, on Chrift and his Seed 
Of which that was but a Copy. Surely here's h, 
and my Charter, even in the Volume of the ever- 
laſting Rolls! And if our Lord, in the Joy of hi 
Heart, ſays, The Lines are fallen unto me in Pleg- 
Jant Places; and that he hath a goodly Heritage, in 
having of us for his Portion; Oh how much more 
may we ſay fo ! What manner of Love is thi, 
that aur Inheritance by Lot, ſhould be no leß, 
than to have the LoxpD Himſelf for our Portion! 
Well might our Lord fay, I will not leave yn 
Orphans, John xiv. 18. And as we are not left Fs. 
therleſs, ſo neither are we left Comfortleſs, or de- 
ſtitute of a Habitation. For what faith the P/al- 
miſt? Loxp, Thob haſt been our Dwelling-plar 
in all Generations, Pſa. xc. 1. And with what 
Glory doth this break up in the New-Teſtament, 
to be no leſs than dwelling in Gop, as He is Lovs, 
1 John iv. 16. They that have no Dwefling-houſes, 
are expoſed. to Heat and Cold, and all manner of 
Storms. But oh how fafe are we] Let the Wer 
ther be how it will without, we are ſafe within; 
our Dwelling-place is in the Rock f Ages! And, 
Oh ! were we bleſt into an abiding in Love, a con- 
ſtant Dwelling at home in our Father's Heart, no 
Storms whatſoever, neither moral, nor providential, 
could hurt us. The Thunder and Lightning ot 
Mount Sinai, can neither hurt, nor affright the Soul, 
that ſecurely dwells in the Man Chri/t Feſus, as an 
| Hiding-place from the Wind, and Covert from the 
Storm. And as theſe'can't hurt us, ſo neither cal 
all the Mutations and Changes we ſee in the Wor 
There is ſuch a Thing as entring into Ref by 
Believing, That the Government is laid upon Chriſt? 
Shoulder ; and that all the croſs Lines of Providence, 
are drawn exactly correſpondent to the Counſel if 
Fehoval”s Will; all working together, _— 
mou 
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mouſiy carrying on the vaſt Deſign of his Glory, 
and A Good o* his Choſen, in a glorious Order oy 


infinite Wiſdom.” But I muſt break off, deſir- 
| ing a Share in your Prayers, that I may be under 
| freſh Off, and greatly ſkill'd in Dealing with a 
Chrift, under all my felt Emprineſs. 85 
And now, May the great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
| trought again from the Dead, by the Bloo 55 the ever- 
| laflting Covenant, make you perfect in Love, keep 
you faithful, and make you uſeful ; preſerving you 
Blameleſs till the Day of his appearing! concern 
ing which he hath faid, Surth 7 come quickly, A. 
nen. Even fo come Lord Jeſus. In HIM I reft, 
YH | | Your unwortby N. 8 


Thus kindly the Lord dealt with me during my 
Stay at N 1; and in a little Time he gave me 
the Deſire of my Heart, in fixing my Abode again 
at J. Free Grace, and wife Love, to diſplay 
its Glory, carried me down to that Place, was 
with me there, and brought me up thence with 
Gladneſs. | 


S1n's Breaſts, and milk'd out, and was delighted 
with the Abundance of her Glory. In private alſo, 
my Enjoyments were great. The everlaſting 
Love of God, Father, Son and Spirit, was Aori- 
ouſſy open'd to me; and ſo let out upon my Heart, 
as to fill me with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glo- 


of Heaven, at ſome particular Times of Commu- 
nion with God ! Two of which I'll juſt mention. 

It pleaſed the Lord, on a certain Day, to break 
n upon me with Heart-melting, Soul- amazing Diſ- 
coveries of his Love. And I was particularly led 
into the Father s, and the Son's Grace, as diſplay- 
ing 80 Glory, and laying out its Riches in my eter- 


Upon my return to Z---n, I was again laid to 


ry. Oh the rich Fore-Taftes I had of the Glory 


dal Salvation thro' a crucified Jeſus. Upon which, 
10 + as 


24 A Brief Account of be 
as my Soul was engaged in blefling the Father for 


his Love, and the Son for his Grace; I attempted + 


to give Thanks for the Spirit's Love. But when! 
came to this, I thought I did not ſo clearly diſcern 
the Love of the Spirit, as I did the Father's and 
the Song. Whereupon my Soul immediately breath'd 
out its Defires to him that ſearcheth the Depths 
F Cod, That He would open to me his own ever- 
ſting Kindneſs ! And as ſoon as I had done Prayer, 
that Word broke in upon my Heart with great 
' Glory, Rom. xv. 30. p for the Love of the Spirit, 
In which I ſaw, that Love was aſcribed to the Spirit, 
And ſtraightway it was follow'd with this Word, 
1 John v. 7. And theſe Three are One. One in E/ 
ſence, One in Will, and fo One in Love. From 
hence the bleſſed Spirit, was graciouſly pleaſed to 
lead me into his infinite, eternal, and unchange- 
able Grace; and told me, That it was from his 
© everlaſting Love, (having loved me as the Father 
and the Son loved me) that he came down at the 
appointed Time, to quicken me when dead in 
Sins. And that in infinite Grace, HE paſſed h 
me, and ſaw me polluted in my own Blood ; but 
none of my Pollutions could alter his Grace, that 
my Time was the Time of Love, of his Love, a 
well as of the Father's and the Son's Love. And 
that from hence he ſaid unto me, Live; poſſeſsd 
my Soul for Chriſt, and new created me in him. 
And this, tho' Hz foreknew all my Rebellion and 
unkind Carriage towards him.” And further, Hz 
told me, That from his unchangeable Love, he 
« ſtill abode with me, as the Comforter, notwithſtand- 
< ing all the Contrarieties of my Nature, to his Holy 
< Perſon and Work; and that from his invincible 
Grace, He would abide with me for ever, 
c perfect what concern'd me.” But Oh, what Soul- 
raviſhing Pleaſures I then felt in Communion with 


Gad in Love | My Soul was as it were ſenſibly claſh. 
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in the fweet Embraces of Father, Son and Spirit | il 
And while with open. Face I beheld as in a Glaſs the 


Ghry of the LORD, I was changed into the ſame 
Image, from Glory to Glory, as by the Spirit of the 
Lord: And had a Taſte of Canaar's Grapes in the 
Wilderneſs. | 

Another Time I was under Illneſs of Body, and 


other Trials: And having a tender Mother, ſuch 


a Thought ſprang up in my Mind, If I was with 
© her ſhe would pity me.“ Which had no ſooner 
paſſed, but that Word was brought with great 


| Power, I/a. xlix. 15. Can a Woman forget her ſuck- 


ing Child, that ſhe ſhould not have Compaſſion on the 
Son of her Womb Tea, they may forget, yet will not 
I forget thee, In which, under the Attraction of in- 


finite Love, I was brought, in a Moment, into the 


Boſom of GOD. Oh] thought I, What Folly 
is it in me to hanker after the Bowels of a Crea- 
© ture, that have all the Bowels of Gop, in the Me- 
© diator to go to!' And from that Time, moſt 
Part of the Night, the Lord opened his Heart to 
me, in a wonderful Manner. My Soul was fill'd 
with the Joys of God's Favour ; and. particularly 
led to admire it in one of its Fruits, i. e. as Clothing 
me with a juſtifying Righteouſneſs : in that Word, 


| Iſa. Ki. 10. I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 


my Soul ſhall be joyful in my God, for he hath clothed 
me with the Garments of Salvation, he hath covered me 
with the Robe of Righteouſneſs, Oh! here I faw 
myſelf well dreſs'd, compleat, without a Spot in the 


| Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; an Object of God's Well 


pleaſedneſs : Notwithſtanding all the Imperfections 
of my Heart and Life! And Oh, what Life, Light, 
and Glory, my Soul drank in, from that River of 
Pleaſures, which I found in the Boſom of Gop! 

needed none of the Creatures to comfort me; 

OD was my ALL, and infinitely enough ! Now, 
ought I, my any eng weak, * II go to ſleep in 
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© the'Boſom of CunisT.” | But I was more highly 


favour' da From that Time; for about an Hour 


Was as it were caſt into a SEA of GlORYI The 
Spirit of God went on to open to me amazing 
Proſpects of the Glory of Chriſt's Righteouſneſß: 
from Rev. xii. I. And there appeared a great Mondi 


in Heaven, a Woman cloth d with the Sun. Here] 


faw myfelf cloth'd with CHRIS T. But Oh: the 
Ghries I then beheld in the Perſon, and Obedience 
ef the Son of: God! I ſaw myſelf wrap'd round 
with the R:ghteouſne/s of GOD; and ſplendidly glo- 
rious, in the Eyes of flaming Parity, as I ſtood in 


this /rining Dreſs! And from the tranſcendent 


Heights of this G/ory-ſun, I look*d down upon the 
perfect Righteouſneſs of Adam in Innocence, and of 
the holy Angel. in Heaven, and ſaw no. Glory in 
theſe, in compariſon with the ſuper-excelling Gli 


of Gries Righteouſneſs. Theirs, thought I, in it 


higheſt Elevation, is but a Creature-Righteouſneſs ; 
but the royal Robe with which I am arrayed, is 


the Righteouſneſs of Gop, i. e. of God-Man, the 


Moelliator, where the divine Perfections ſhine glo- 
rjouſly ! Oh, here I'faw, That no other Garment, 
but this God-/ike Robe, could honourably. fit my 


Hligb Relation, as The Bride the Lamb's TVife ! This 
-* gelome, I ſaw, could fit me to ſtand for ever in the 


Glory-preſence of Jenovan, with the higheſt 
Eomplacence. And my Soul was brim-full of Joy 


and Wonder, at this amazing Proviſion. of infinite 


Wiſdom and Grace: This Kobe of Righteouſmſs 


that gloriouſly arrayed me in Time, and would be 
my -everlaſting ' Dreſs beyond it l And, as club 4 


with this Righteouſneſs, I was led to view myſelf 
tncompaſs'd round with. Covenant- Mercy: from that 
Word, Pſal. xxxii. 10. Mercy ſhall compaſs him d: 
bout. I beheld the Mercy, of Jehovah, as a bound. 
I Ocean, and myfelf in the midſt of it; ſo that 
nothing could come ut ines but what came * 
N ES | 


Crasiaus Daa f Me, - 
% of - No: Afiiftions;.' Eemptatiohs, or 
Trials, df. That Kind ſoever, could! nr mr, but 
nuft come r this infinite everlaſtii ug Mercy, and 
y it be turn d into Mereies to me. . WAs inderd, 
lt into Mercy's\ Ocean, and delight fully #42 into 
in infinite Depths. And upon every new Diſcove- 
cry'd out, with the Apoſtſe, Ram. xi. 3g. 
05 the Depth ! And in a Word, By-this Hour n 
Communion with Gen, I thought I knew ſome 
thing what Heaven would be. : — Morning, I 
ſaid,: with Jacob, T his is none other but the' Honye- of: 
Cod, and 'this is the Cate of Heaven, Gen. Vill. 
17. Thus aviliarly did the Lord n 2 
we finful Worm 
And further, 1t- pleaſe tha Hard; to. jones ad 
with a Variety of Trials. Bat when I paſſed thro” 
the Waters, and thro* the Fires," HE was with may: 
and the Rivers did nt: ne, nor the Flames 
kindle, upon me. My. Croftes were fo mixt witin 
Comforts, that L have rejoyoed wn gd Tribulations: 
In a Verſe of Mr. N r ed nin ns 
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t, «If Gall add Wired: they: . 
I! 6 ben God doth Sweetneſs caſt, n 

us So: much thereto, that they can't ien 

r $16 II Yer | Fr. I 
05 Not hut 1 bad my Times of Renis; bat wo 


vas caſt down, the Lord raiſed me up again, and 
imfurted: me on every Side. I had Trials from within- 
and. from without: But tho? aſt own, as not 
Nſalen. I'll. e in one i i. 4. The Body: of 
Nn. Add Death. . a nn It 
L was ance 3 zurderd with the Cor 
4 Dr of my Nature, my Soul groaud under the 
4. Weight of indwelling Sin: IL did not queſtion cin 
bat bali to Chritt, 7%4 Ob! my pueſent Ni buue ir 
1 l men And: vrhile * - beMbanirig url 
2 that 
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that Word was brought, Sang iv. 7. Thou art 40 

Fair, my Love, there is no Spot in thee, Which Fane 
me ſome Relief; as I view'd my Compleatneſs i 
Chriſt, But my. great Burden being my own pre. 
ſent Unhelineſs, J ſtill wanted the Lord to ſay ſome. 
thing to comfort me particularly under That. Ani 
immediately this Word was brought, 1 Cor. xv. 
And as we have born the Image of the Earthy, we ſtal 
alſo bear the Image f the Heavenly. Oh! This fuite 
my Caſe; a Word in Seaſon, how good is it | Ji 
| ſhall alſo bear the Image of the. Heavenly: From hence, 
the bleſſed Spirit gave me a glorious Proſpect of 
the Security of my perfect perſonal Holineſs. From 
the Word, As, As we have born the Image of th 
Earthy, we ſhall alſo bear the Image of the Heaumh: 
J was led to fee, how my Holineſs was ſecured, i.. 
in Union. That, as I had born the Image of th 
Earthy, both the natural and corrupt Image of the 
firſt Adam; by virtue of Union to him as a commn 
Head and Root; /o I ſhould alſo bear the may: f 
the Heavenly, by virtue of my Union to Chriſt th 


- ſecond Adam. And further, I had a delightful View 


of the glorious Perfection of that Holineſs which 
was ſecured for me. That, as I had born the cor- 
rupt Image of the firſt Man, extenſively, ſo thit 
there was no Part or Power of Soul or Body, bit 
what was wholly defiled; /o I ſhould alſo bear the 
Image of the Heavenly: That all the Perfections o 
the Man Chriſt, Soul and Body, as HE came ul 
der the Fulneſs of anointing, ſhould ſpread them: 
ſelves thro' my whole Nature, to the making me 
perfectly lite bim. And Oh the Glory I then fav, 
in that perfect Conformity to Chriſt ; in his Grace, 
and Glory-Image, which was ſecured for me in m 
Union to him, as my Head and Root! I faw a Ful 
neſs of the Holy Spirit in Chriſt, to be communicatth 
to make me perfectly Holy. And that this bleſſe 
Spirit, notwithſtanding all Oppoſition, would a 


Gracious Dealings of Gon, &c. 29 
on his begun Work in me, until Grace was per- 
ſected in Glory. And with Joy 1 committed it to 
his Care, and truſted it in his Almighty Hand. And, 
Oh the Joy of Faith, that then filled my Heart! I 
began to ſing, tho a Captive in myſelf, in full Aſ- 
ſurance of that Liberty I then had in Chrift, and 
ſhould erelong have through him. Thus my bowed 
down Soul was raiſed up at this Time. And what- 
ever were my Diſtreſſes, the LoR D ſaved me out of 
them. But to go on. 5 OE 

During my Abode at L-----n, I was highly fa- 
voured with the Enjoyment of God, both in publick 
and private. But after I had been there near five 
Years, it pleaſed the Lord to take away my Yoke- 
fellow by Death. And fome Circumſtances at- 
tended, which made it very trying. But my kind 
Lord comforted me. He was graciouſly pleaſed, 
in infinite Condeſcenſion, to reaſon with my trou- 
bled Heart, in order to reconcile it to his Stroke ; 
in that Word, t/a. xxvii. 7. Hath he ſmitten him as 
he ſmote thoſe that 2 him? q. d. I have ſmitten 
© thee indeed, but how have I done it? Think upon 
© my Grace herein: I have not ſmitten thee as 1 
© ſmite mine Enemies; 1 have not brought this 
Stroke upon thee in Mrath, as a Carſe, but in 


= 


by 


= > F — FTS S. S SS r Le 


— 3 
2. 
= 


oo 
= = 


but BY great Mercy. And by this I was in ſome meaſure 
4 quieted under the Hand of God, aſhamed of my 
u peeviſh Carriage under the Rod, and thought well 
- of what HE had done, altho' the Diſpenſation was 


very dark. Burt, - | 

III. This brings me to follow divine Providence 

in another of its Tracks. Upon the Death of my 

Huſband, the Lord removed me ts -, and 

again fix d my Abode there. „ 
When I left J-, Things looked dark to me. 

But yet, in Faith, I was help'd to adore infinite 
iſdom, that order'd the moſt minute Circum- 


of Rances of my Trial. And with Pleafure E thought, 
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de Widow, co, the Glory of God, an m 
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< therefore ũpon the Thrane. I am He that livulh: 
that livech for. ther, as the Fountain of all thy 
Joys. Iſive, tho the Creatures die. Come to 
my Boſom then, take up thy Delights in me, con- 
£ verſe with me as thy living Huſband at God's 
richt Hand: For, behold, I am atiue for evernor! 
Thus, With loving Kindneſs, my ſweet Lord Jeſus, 
drew me to Himſelf, as my eyerlafting ALL ! I ws 
returning to my Father's Houſe ; but my Lord bid 
me look upon all Creature-Enjoyments as di 
Things, and ever take up my Reſt in HI the 
Ze of all my Joys.. And Oh the tranſcendent 

ory of my. Beloved, which I aw. from Hel, 
i- I, 12. They. ſhall periſb, (i- e. the Creatures 
sven the. Heavens, the moſt durable of them) 
but Thou, Remaingt ; And they all ſpall wax ud 
4 dat q Garment ; and as 4. Leſture colt 70 
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Id dbem up, and they ſhall be changed: bur 


/ 


"THOU art the ſame, and thy Years ſhall | 


mt fail, Oh the Superlative | Fairneſs of my 
Belrved ! Hz was to me, The Chiefeft of ten 
Theuſand ! N „ „ 


Thus Free Grace brought me to M-. But 


preſently my Mind was again fill'd with Diſtreſs. 
And that Word, the Lord made a great Stay to 
me, 1 Cor. vii. 29, 30. Brethren, the Time is 
vrt. It remaineth, that they. that have Mives, 
be as tho they had none; and Wey that. ꝛberp, 
as tho they ꝛbept not. The . Views of the near 
Approach of Eternity, when all Tears ſhould 
be wiped from my Eyes, 
under its preſent Trouble. Another Time, the 
Lord--ſpake comfortably to me in that Promiſe, 
Heb. xiii. 5. J will never leave thee, nor ferſake thee. 
q. d. © Creatures may leave thee, even all of em; 
© but I' never leave thee : Thou haſt me with thee 
© in all the Changes which paſs over thee :. I'll neuer 
* leave, nor forfake thee thro' Time, norvto Eter- 
e nity.” That Word alſo, was excceding precious 
to me, Iſa. liv. 10. For the Mountains ſhall depart, 
and the Hille be removed; but my. Rindueſs fhail net 
depart from thee, nor the Covenant of my Peace be re- 
moved, faith the LORD, that hath Mercy on thee. 
I was led to view. the Mountains and Halls, as the 
moſt laſting Parts of this lower Creation. But 
© Theſe, ſaith the LokDy, as durable as they arc, 


* ſhall depart; but my Kindneſs ſhall not depart from 


* thee ; it ſhall outlve all thy Trials, yea Time it 
* ſelf, It's my Kindneſs, that ſhall not depart from 
* thee ; which is, ſympathizing, ſuccouring, par- 
© doning, delivering, and in all, everlaſting Kindnefs ; 
©that ſhall-not depart from thee.” But Oh how this 
wonderful Grace Fibu me! I had enough; I 
needed no more than I had in this infinitey, oternal 
Kindneſs. And further, my kind Father, acquainted 
Go 4 me 


quieted my Heart 


32 A Brief Account of the 
me with the gracious Deſign of his Heart, in ir, 
as well as my other Trials, from that Word, Deut. 
viii. 15, 16. Who led thee thro that great and ter- 
rible Wilderneſs, &c. that he might humble thee, and 
Prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter End. Thus 
was I carry'd thro' this Trial, by the kind 
Supports, and ſweet Embraces of the everlaſting 
„ 
In the next Place, after T had been at N- 
ſome Time, I was again married; And the Lord 
gave me that Word, concerning it, Gen. xxii. 17, 
In Bleſſing, I will bleſs thee. Which infinite F at 
fulneſs has ſince made good. Upon this Change, 
} had a Mind to return to L----n; for my Heart 
was there, becauſe I enjoy'd fo much of Gop, un- 
der the Miniſtry of Mr. Sp. But the all-wiſe 
Providence of God, ſo over-ruled Things, as to fix 
our Abode at M-. 2 
Here I was ſurrounded with Mercies; had many 
Comforts, and many Trials. But the Lord was ve- 
ry familiar with me in them, gave me ſuitable Pro- 
miſes under them, exerciſed my Graces, and did 
me much good by em, and at length delivered me 
out of them. Oh how ſweetly have I been reſign'd 
into the Will of God, under trying Circumſtances ! 
So that I could not wiſh to be diſpoſed of any other 
Way, than juſt as I was. I liked the Generation 
Work infinite Wiſdom allotted me, and deſired to 
ſerve the Will of God herein, before J fell aſlecb. 
And that Word the Lord gave, to comfort me un- 
der my Trials, J/a. xli. 10. Fear not, for I an 
with thee, In which he thus ſpoke to me, Be not 
afraid, wherever I lead thee, for I am with thee, 
to ſympathize with thee in thy Sorrows, to 
« ſuſtain thee under thy Burdens, and bear the hea- 
« vieſt End of them; to ſanctify all thy Trials, to 
© pardon all thy Imperfection under them, and at 
« laſt to deliver thee from them.” And then | 


truſted 
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truſted myſelf with my dear Lord. Feſus, my ſweet 


Companion, and went on refoycing in: Tribulation. 
And I muſt ſay, That I could not have been witk- 
out any of my Afflictions, but with manife/t Los. 
Oh the infinite Mercy, Grace, Power and Faith- 
fulneſs, I have ſeen diſplay d, in ſupporting me 
under them, exerciſing me by them, and delivering 
me out of them! 1 LaTst 3508, 
After I had been married a little Time, Mr. S4--p 
died, which was a great Grief to me. For I long'd 
for the Water of Life thro? that Channel; but when 


the Pipe was broke, and no Hope left of my hear- 


ing him any more, I was full of Heavineſs. Under 
this Trial of his Death, I was ſweetly reliev'd by 
Chriſt's Life, as the Head of the Church, having all 
the Fulneſs of the Spirit in him, to give Gifts unto 
Men, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the Edih- 
cation of his Body. ITho', at Times, I was afraid 
that my Ears would be no more fo bleſs' d, under the 
Miniſtry of the Word, as they had been under his. 
But the Lord, in wonderful Grace, in his own 
Time, raiſed me up another in his Stead. And 

therefore, E I] 
IV. The next Providence I ſhall take Notice of, 
relates to the Lord's removing me from N------, 

to -. > rk % 2185 2 Te 
This, as I look'd upon it to be a wonderful Ap- 
pearance of God for me, in his infinite Grace and 
Faithſulneſs, in fulfilling the Promiſes he gave me, 
notwithſtanding many Deaths which paſs'd over em, 
| wrote a particular Account of ſome Years ago; ac- 
cording as I had purpoſed to do, if I faw the Promi- 
les fulfilled. My End in writing ic, was, to bear 
a Teſtimony for Gop, in his infinite Grace and 
Faithfulneſs to his Promiſes; and alto to encourage 
the dear Saints to truſt in him for promis'd Mercies, 
in the Face of the greateſt Improbabilities. When J 
ult wrote it, 1 did not deſign to make it thus pub- 
| ns ES e 
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lick. And perhaps, ſome may blame me for pig. 
ing ſuch a partieular Account, of what pad be. 
tween God and my Soul, in àny one ſingle Provi- 

dence, in this Place. But as it was on my Heart to 

write it fo particularly, and not knowing but the 
Lord may make it of Uſe to ſome of his Children in 
like Circumſtances, and that they may be glad to hear 
how it fared with me; for their Sakes I ſhall give the 
Account as I then took it; and beg the Excuſe of 
others, ' who may think me guilty of Breach of 
COM 137188 in ! it, #7 | 

Some Hints of what paſſed between God and 

my Soul, concerning my Removal from Ni, 

The Lord having been pleaſed to remove me from 

, where J enjoy'd much of his Preſence un- 

der the Miniſtry of M. . $k---p, he fix'd my Sta- 

tion at -n. While I was in J—, I longed 

for the Word of the Lord, diſpenſed on his own i 

Days, more than for my neceſſary Food. Oh with r1 

what great Delight did I fit down under the Shadow 

of my Beloved, in the Ordinances of his Houſe! ſy 

I found his Fruit ſweet unto my Taſte ; while the l 
Lord made good that precious Promiſe; Iſa. xlix. 9. 4 
They fhall feed in the Mays, and their Paſtures ſhall be 
iz all high Places. But when I was again fix d at M-, th 
I ſoon found a fad Alteration : For inſtead of break- In 
ing forth into Singing, from that Fulneſs of Joy | A 
Hul wont to have in God's Preſence, my Soul fat L 
ſolitary, and mourn'd in ſecret; like the Dove that 7 
tu 


Ip S e . . . erer 


has loſt her Mate, becauſe my Beloved had with. 
_ drawn himſelf. The joyful Spring I once had, cauſed 
by the near Approach of the Sun of Righteouſneh, 


was now over; and 1 found a fad Autumn ſueceed- A 
ing, when his ſovereign Influences were withdrawn. * 

During my Bridegroom's Abſence, my Soul went Bl ® 
murnins, as without the Sun: Tho', I blefs hs Bi 


Name, that at Times when he ſaw me faint - 4 
t 
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the Viſion of his Face, he was graciouſly pleas'd to 
give me a Ghinpſe of his Glory; which reviv'd my 
drooping Spirits, and recover d me from my 


Swooning-Fits. For I found his Cheeks to be as @ © 
Bed of Spices ; or a Side-look of Chriſt's Face, (as one 


well obſerves) when we han't the full Viſion of his 
Glory, to be exceeding delightful. But tho” it was 


thus with me at Times, yet for the moſt Part I fat 
| ſorrowful. I remember'd the former Loving-Kind- 


neſſes of the Lox D, when I walk'd in the Light of 
his Countenance, when the powerful Breath of his 
Spirit, made the joyful Sound reach my Ears, yea, 


| my very Heart; and I greatly fear'd, that I ſhould 


no more drink, as I had done, of the River of God's 
Pleaſures, till I got home to my Father's Houſe, in 
whoſe Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy, and at whoſe right 
Hand are Pleaſures for evermore. 1 found Grief, 


| Love, Defire, Humility and holy Reſignation, va- 


riouſly working in me. 2 | 

I remember'd the Advantages I had by my Lord's 
ſweet Preſence; and I mourn'd for his Abſence; as 
faith the P/almi/?, Pſa. xxx. 7. Thou didft hide thy 
Face, and I was troubled. | 

I thought on the Excellencies of my Beloved, and 
the heavenly Sweets my Soul found when infolded 
in his Arms; and then I was fick of Love for him: 
As faith the Spouſe, when ſhe ſought her abſent 


Lord, charging the Daughters of Feruſalem, that if 


they ſaw him, they ſhould tell him, /he was fich of 
Love, Song v. 8. 

And oh the vehement Defires J had after his Re- 
tum! My Soul was like David's, when he faid, 
fs the Hart panteth after the Water-Brooks, fa 
panteth my Soul 2 thee, O Ged. My Soul thirſt- 
eh for God, for t 2 living God : When fhall 7 come and 
ppear before God? Pa. xlii. 1, 2. Oh how I long'd 
to ſee his Power and his Glory, 2s 1 bad feen HIM in 
the danctuary / | = 


I thought 
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1 thought on my own Unworthineſs of his formet 


Favours; and my Soul was humbled within me; and 
drawn out to deſite that he would give me Grace 
do live to him in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all my 


Days, as judging it but my reaſonable Service ; if 
I might not be dandled on the Knee and laid in the 
Boſom as I was wont to be. 1 


I ſremember'd his overeign Right to unvell his 


Glory, or hide his Face as he pleaſeth, and I was 
in ſome Meaſure bow'd to his divine Sovereignty. 


Yet fo, as that an earneſt Deſire was moſtly kept up 


in my Soul, that if it might be conſiſtent with the 
Glory of his Grace, he would turn again, cauſe his 
Face to ſhine, and fave me out of my Diſtreſſes. 
Sometimes, indeed, I was too careleſs. But the 
Lord did not leave me long in that Frame; but was 
wont to favour me again with freſh Diſcoveries of 
that ſuitable Fulneſs that was laid up in Chriſt for 
me. I ſaw that there was not only a Fulneſs of 
Life in him, ſuited to quicken me at f, when! 
was dead in Sin; but a Fulneſs alſo, that was ſuffi- 
cient to revive me under, and recover me from all my 
Backſlidings. The Views of which gave Wing to 
my Deſires, and made em ſwift in their Motion at- 
| ter the long'd-for Bleſſing. And oh the infinite 
Grace. of my God! He look'd down upon me with 
an Eye of tender Compaſſion, and heard me be- 
. moaning, myfelf, as he did Ephraim, Jer.. xxxi. 18. 
and he was pleaſed to deal with me according to that 
gracious Promiſe, 1/a. xli. 17. When the Poor and 
Neeay: ſeek Water, and there is none, and their Tongut 
faileth for thir/t, I the LORD will hear them, 1 the 
GOD of -1ſrael will nat forſake them. He ſhew'd 3 
ſpecial Regard to the Breathings his own Spirit had 
wrought in my Soul. And having defign'd to give 
the Mercy, he was graciouſly pleaſed to honour me 
with a Variety of Exerciſe about it; that ſo it might 


be brought ſorth in a more triumphant Glory. bc 4 
f I 
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Lord was not willing (if I may ſo fay) to give the 
Mercy alone, but would cauſe me to polfel the 
double ; by finding Work for every Grace of his own 
8 irit. Thu „ TERM. 
"And he began to lay a Foundation for my Faith, 
by giving me that ſweet Direction and gracious 
Promiſe, P/a. xxxvii. 5. Commit thy Way unto the 
LORD : Truſt alſe in him, and he ſhall bring it to 
t. This was the original Promiſe, on the Grace 
and Faithfulneſs of which I was made to re/# near 
two Years before my Removal. From hence I was 
help'd to commit my Way, in my projecting Thoughts, 
unto the LORD, and had ſome Expectation rais'd in 
my Soul, that I ſhould have the Deſire of my Heart, 
even in this World, tho* I knew not from what 
Quarter it ſhould come. At Times, indeed, I was 
afraid of the contrary z but even then I was com- 
orted, that if I ſhould not again ſee God's Power: 
and his Glory, as I had ſeen him in his Sanctuary 
below ; yet that my Soul ſhould be abundantly ſa- 
tisfied when I was brought home to his Houſe above. 
But this precious Promiſe being caſt into my Heart, 
became a living Seed, and taking Root there, it. 
ſprang up into Deſires, Expectations, and earneſt 
Prayers to the Lord, for the long'd-for- Mercy. 
Some Time after this, that Word was ſet home 
upon my Mind, Hef. ii. 15. And I will give her her 
Vineyards from thence, and the Valley of Achor for 4 
Door of Hope, and ſhe ſhall ſing there, as in the: 
Days of her Youth, and as in the Day when ſhe came 
up out of the Land of Egypt. From hence I was made: 
to ſee, in ſome Meaſure, the Riches of the Glory of 
God's Grace, which ſhines forth in his Promiſe to- 
wards his back/liding Children: And had ſome Per ſua- 
frons wrought in my Soul, that he would thus deal 
with we: And thoſe Words ſounded very ſweetly, 
ſoe ſhall ſing there, as in the Days of her Youth. I call'd 
to mind the joyful Days of my Youth, and the wood 
ls ong's 


\ 


„ another ; but alas 1 found bim not. So that my 
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Serge I ſung wle the Glory ef the Lord fill'd thi 
Temple where I dwelt; and forme ſecret Porſuaſions 
that it ſnould be fo with me againg did afteſh ani- 
mate my Soul to ſeek the Lord for the Fulfilment of 
And here, by the Way, I may take Notice, that 
tho my Soul earneſtly deſired Deliverance, | yet ] 
was very loth to leave the Place where I dwelt; my 
Buſineſs being ſo ſuitable and advantageous, and my 
Habitation ſo commodious, that I oft thought, J 
would never leave the Town." But, Oh the Glory of 
that Power which is able to conguer the ſtouteſt Heart! 
The Lord having deſign'd ſome better Thing for me, 
than to ftay there, he ſweetly drew my Heart after 
| himſelf, by giving me ſuch a quick Remembrance 
of the Stocetne ſs of his own Preſence, which made 
his Abſence ſo exceeding bitter, that I could take 

no Pleaſure in the inſnaring Things of Senſe. The 
former experienc'd' Sweetneſs of Communion with 
So, together with the new-preſented Glory of 2 
Poflibility of enjoying him again in this World, did 
ſo radiantly ſhine upon my Soul, that I ſoon found 
all worldly Glory to die about me. An advantageous 
Bufmeſs, and a pleafant Habitation, were now in 
little Eſteem: with me, who wanted the Advantage 
of God's Preſence, and the raviſhing Proſpect of his 
Glory in his Houſe. Any Buſineſs, or any Place 
would now have ſatisfied me, could I but have found 
my ſatisfying Reſt in Gov. ELL 

I fought him in his Ordinances, in one Place and 


Soul was pained with Love-Defires, for Mant of a 
with'd Enjoyment of my ſiveet Lord. And once, in 
particular, I remember that my Soul was ready to 
faint, as if J could not live without him: And 1 

out my Deſires thus: Oh that the Lord 
would give me but HimsELF, whatever he does 


* with me in this World ! If he would give * 2 


FF TO OO RP 


—— — — — EE. 3 4 * 


Gracious Dealings of Gon, &c. 39 


© Food to eat, ani Raiment to put on, ſo that T had 
his Preſence, I'ſhould be contented. And fuel a 


Thought came into my Mind, if I was Mtſes, 1 
would 4 him.” I thought, if I was ſuch an in- 


mate Favourite that I could almoſt get any Th ing of 


him, this ſhould be my Requeſt. But, thought 1 
again, © I dare not. tell him, I would be contented 
« with mean Circumftances, ſo I might but get a Place 
in ſome Houſe: of his, where his Glory ſhines ; my 
Heart is fo deceitful and deſperately wicked, that 
« ] dare not tell him any fuch Thing.“ But 

tho I durſt not Word it with him, yet HE faw the 
ſtrong Workings of my Heart, and heard the Groan- 
ings of his Priſoner; and was well acquainted with 
thoſe vehement Defires which his own Spirit had 
wrought in me, on e that he might ſhew the 
more Grace, in ſatrsfying the longing Soul, and filling 
the Hungry with good Things. For I was now like 


David, when he cry'd out, O God, thou art my God, 


early will I ſeek thee : My Soul thir/teth for thee, my 
Flh longeth for thee in a dry and thirfly Land where 
m Water is: To ſee thy Power and thy Glory, fo as T 
have ſeen thee in the Sanctuary, Pſa. Ixiii. 1, 2. And 
I efteemed the Law of his Mouth more than Thouſands 
of Gold and Silver, Pſa. cxix. 72. . 

But my kind Lord, did not long leave me in this 
languiſhing Love-fickneſs for himfelf. So great was 
his Grace, that notwithſtanding my great Sinfulneſs, 


Unworthineſs, and Miſimprovement of his former 


Favours, HE came leaping oer theſe Mountains, ſbip- 
bing oer theſe Hills : He flew for my Relief, and did 
as it were ride upon the Wings of the Wind ! His pro- 
vidential Wheels were ſwift in their Motion to 
bring me a Sight of my Mell belrvel; and tho' at 
firft Lock, he ſeem'd to appear in Diſguiſe, yet he 
loon took the Veil off his Face, and enlighten'd me 


with his Glory. 


And here I may again take Notice of one of 
the 
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the Things, that thro' the Weakneſs of my Fleſh, 
was inſnaring to me, i. e. the Houſe 1 liv'd in: 
Which made me loth to leave the Town. But the 
Lord having deſign'd to remove me; behold, the 
Way he took to rapp my Fingers off from that! 
was ready to catch at The Houſe was preſently 
fold over our Heads, and we muſt turn out. When 
I firſt ſuſpected this, the Thoughts of it were very 
diſpleaſing to me. But my kind Lord, quickly be- 
gan to explicate this Providence, by the Promiſe 1 
firſt had for my Deliverance : And I thought thus: 
Who can tell? it may be the Lord is going to fulk| 
that Promiſe, of giving me the Deſire of my 
Heart, by this Providence. This pleaſing Thought 
quieted me, and blunted the Edge of my Sorrow, 
which I ſhould have had in parting with a. pleaſant 
Houſe, if the Lord had not looſen'd my Heart, by 
giving me to long ſo for the Pleaſures of his Houſe, 
\T choughe if I might but ſee the Glory of his 
Houſe, I ſhould be contented if mine was ever fo 
mean a Cottage. Various were the Exerciſes of 
my Mind under this Providence; and I was in- 
clin'd to enquire of the Lord, whither he was about 
to remove me ? * TS my 
But here I may take Notice, that before this, 
Mr. G-----t, of H-------h, had preach'd ſeveral 
Times at N--------z, and I had heard him with 
Pleaſure. And once, in particular, he was ſo filled 


with the Spirit, in Prayer, that I ſaw a very great 


Glory of the divine Preſence in him. And my poot 
Soul was brought nigh, to worſhip with him in the 


Fellowſhip of the ſame Spirit. Oh, what a mixing 


of Spirits did I then feel, while in the Language of 
Faith, he breath'd out theſe Words: The World 
6e js a troubleſome Ocean; but we rejoyce in our 
cc ſkilful Pilot: Our dear Lord Jeſus, we are e 
c ceeding ſafe in thine Arms: Let's fail on in the 
e Ocean of thy Love! And oh, how — 
esa lan 
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did awe then fail together, while one and the ſame 


| Wind, wafted us both into the Boſom of Chriſt ! 


Oh then it was, that my Soul was-knit to his, while 
] catch'd the r Fire, that ſet his Heart a 
Burning. And as the Saints Fellowſhip in Worſhip, 
is alꝛuays exceeding pleaſant and glorious, when they 
have Acceſs thro* Chriſt, by one Spirit to the Fa- 
ther ; ſo it receives an additional Glory and Sweet- 
neſs, when the Souls enjoying it have been almoſt 


famiſb d for Want thereof: And thus it was with 


me. Light is always ſweet, and a pleaſant Thing it 
is for the Eyes to behold the Sun, But let Light, 
glorious Light, break forth immediately out of Dark- 
neſs ; it muſt needs have a Tranſcendency of Glory in 
the Eye of the Beholder, and the Senſation be excced- 
ing quick: While the precedent Darkneſs ſerves as a 


Foil, to ſet off the Glory of its Luſtre. 


And here, by the Way, if the Saints Fellowſhip 
in the Spirit of Grace, which yet is increaſing, by 
that which every Joint ſupplieth, has ſuch a raviſhing 
Sweetneſs, and ſpiritual Glory in it: What will be 
their Fellowſhip in Heaven, when the whole myſtical 
Body ſhall be compleat, and the Spirit of Glory, from 
Chriſt the Head, ſhall fill every Member of the 
Body ! Tongue can't utter, no, nor Heart conceive, 
the Joys of that eternal Rapture, the Saints ſhall be 
iwallow'd up in, when they ſhall have Glory-Com- 
munion with Chriſt, and each other ! Every Mem- 
ber of the Body, being then marſhall'd into Order, 
ſhall eternally be fill'd with Gry; while Glory from 
Chriſt the Head, runs as it were thro' each Member, 
into other: As the Spirits from the Head, run thro 
the natural Body, for the Supply of all the Members, 
in their ſeveral Places, according to their proper 
Functions. Oh, who can tell what the Communion 
ef Saints will be, when they ſhall come to the Glory 
of that Oneneſs, our Lord has pray d for! Fohn xvii. 21. 
What the Love-Delights of Chriſt, and the * 
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will be, in their mutual Glory-Commuion with each 
other, is beyond our preſent Capacity to take in. 
This new ine wit burſt our old Bottler; and there- 
fore the wiſe Maſter of the Feaſt, has reſerv d it till 
d,; even till we ſit down at the Marriage- Jupper 
af the Lamb: And; then he'll. ſet the 5% Wine a. 
| broach, when we are able to bear it. Oh then, we 
ſhall for ever admire the unfathomable Depths of 
God's wife Grace, which form'd the Head and Mem- 
bers together, in its vaſt Womb! Then we ſhall ſee 
ourſelves One, both with Chriſt, and one another, to 
the eternal Endearment of our Souls to each other, 
Then we ſhall ſee that we could not have been with- 
out one: another in the Lord: For as the whole myſti- 
cal Body, is ſaid to be the: Fulneſs.vf Chrift the Head; 
fo anſwerably, every Member of that Body, may 
be ſaid to be. the. Fulneſs of each other. For if one 
Member was wanting, the Body would be incompleat; 
and fo he of its Happineſs and Glory. But, to re- 
turn from this Digreſſion. e I 
The Lord having, as was ſaid, under the afore 
named Providence, drawn out my Heart to enquite, 
Whether he was about to remove me? And alſo, 
Whether I might go to /Y-----h? (For -thither I 
was molt bent, in Caſe of a Removal) he did not 
eee e grant bee : But drew out my 
ul into'earneſt Longings, and Pleadings with him- 
felf, that I might know his Mind concerning this 
Thing. And quickly after, that Word was brought 
to my Mind, with great Power and Sweetnels, 
Gen. xviii. 17. Shall I hide from Abraham that Thing 
which I do? In which I heard an encouraging Sound 
of familiar Grace. But ftraitway I thought, Abri- 
um was the Friend of God, a peculiar Favourite 
© And he would not hide from him his Secrets: But 
will he tell nes Then that Word was brought, 
Gal. iii. 9. They tohich be of Faith, are bleſſed with 
faithful Abraham.” Upon which, I was-farther * 
E17 Ile 
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ned on, under. freſh Encouragement of Faith, to 


plead with the Lord, that he would tell me, whether 
be would have me go or net. And while the Anfwer 
was delay d, my Soul breath'd out itſelf, into 
Belm of Chriſt, in a Verſe of a Hymn, thus: 


cc We're Bone now of thy Bone, 
<« To thee we're made fo nigh : | 
Thou hid'| thyſelf, now from ape. Ix 
„Oh therefore, tell us why? 4 27 5 


Soon after this, I heard the Voice of 1 my lan, 


vn ſaid unto me, If thou know not, oh thou faireſt 


among Women, go thy Fay forth by the Footſteps of the 
Flick, and feed thy "Kid, befide the Shepherds Tauts, 
Song i. 8. From theſe Words, Go: thy 7 Way forth by 
the Footſteps of the Flock : 1 received a gracious Grant, 
and ſpecial Command to follow the Float, or that 
Flock my Heart was moſt upon; as hearing that 
the great Shepherd led them into green Paſtures. 
From the following Words, I receiv'd-a double In- 
ſtruction: As, 1. I underſtood 'em to be. a di- 


vine Command; binding me to Duty and Obedience. 


And fo, Feed thy Kids beſide the Shepherds Tents, 
was as much as ik the Lord had ſaid, Go, place 
* thyſelf beſide the Shepherds Tents, or that Shepherd's 
c Tent, thy Soul deſires to be near, and wait there 
ein a Way of Duty.” And 2. I took theſe Words 
as A W Promiſe. And ſo, Feed thy Kids, &e. 
Was as much: as. if the Loni had ſaid, 4 thou alt 
© feed beſide the Shepherds Tents, or in that Place 
where thy Soul deſires to be.” And this was back d 
ith that precious Promiſe, Fſa. Xii. 3: And ve- 
702 thou ſhalt be fed. + 
This kind Anſwer. of my deareſt Jrevs, did inake 
my: Soul exceeding glad and thankful. And as he 
now. had bid me go forth; he was further pleas'd 
to Aqusaint me. that HE would be with - me: By 
* bringing 
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bringing that gracious Word home to my Heart, 
John x. 4. When he putteth forth his cν Sheep, he 
goeth before them. And as I apprehended the Way 
to be difficult, and at preſent ſhut up; Hz was gra- 
ciouſly pleas'd to give me a View of the Greatneſs 
and Glory of his own med:atory Power, as exalted at 
God's right Hand: from Rev. iii. 7. I am Hz that 
openeth, and no Man ſhutteth ; and ſhutteth, and no 
lan openeth. And what he did for his Servant Paul, 
was alſo encouraging to me, when he ſent him to 
preach the Goſpel: As 1 Cor. xvi. 9. where he 

ſays, A great Door and effeftual is open d unto me. 
But no ſooner almoſt, under ſome Encourage- 
ment of Faith, did I begin to think of a March; 
but the Enemies began to oppoſe. Carnal Szlf-Love, 
that always prefers the Intereſt of the Fleſh, before 
the ſpiritual Enjoyment and Service of the Lord; 
began to ſet forth the Worth and Greatneſs of thoſe 
worldly Advantages, I was at preſent in the Enjoy- 
ment of : Together with the Folly of leaving real 
Enjoyments, for but hop'd for, and imaginary 
Supplies. Unbelief alſo, diſtruſting the Lord's ap- 
pearing for me in a new Place ; began to repreſent 
a great many Straits and Difficulties I was like to 
meet with, if I ſhould remove. And both agreed to 
tell me, it was ſuch a Piece of Folly, that hardly 
any Body would be guilty of.“ FED Es 
But oh, the Kindneſs of the Captain of my Sal- 
vation ! He did not leave me to defeat theſe Ene- 
mies in my own Wiſdom and Strength : But gave 
me freſh Inſtructions about what his Servant Abra- 
ham once did, when called to go out. And what 
was my Duty to do in the preſent Caſe : And like- 
wiſe ſtrengthened my Soul to follow him ; by bring- 
ing that Word to my Mind, Heb. xi. 8. By Faith 
Abraham, when he was called to go out into a Plact 
which he ſhould after receive for an Inheritance, obeyed; 
and he went out, not knowing whither he went. EY = 
| Ord, 
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Word, the Lord was pleas'd to manage by his own 

Power, upon my Heart, while I thus underſtood it: 

Abraham was called of God to leave his Kindred, and 

his Country, and go unto a Place that the Lord 

would ſhew him; having a Promiſe of the divine 

Preſence and Bleſſing. And he went out, in the 

Obedience of Faith, not knowing whither he went: 

Or not knowing the Situation, Goodneſs, or: 

Extenfion of the Place that the Lord had promis'd 

him. And thus, in like Manner, I ſaw it my Duty 

to do, Having received a divine Command to go 

forth: And alſo a gracious Encouragement that the 

Lord would go before me, and open a Door for me: 

I reſoly*d, in divine Strength, to go forth, as ſoon 

as the Lord in his Providence ſhould open a Door for 

my outward Supply; altho* I knew not how great or 

laſting it ſhould be; yet, in Obedience to his Command, 

I reſolv'd to caſt myſelf on his Care and Pro- 
vidence. | har 

After this, my Faith was led more particularly to 

view the Power of Chriſt, as he has all Power in 

Heaven and Earth given unto him of the Father ; 

and that in Subſerviency to the Salvation of the 

Ele&t : from John xvii. 2. As thou haſt given him 

Power over all Fleſh, that he ſhculd give eternal Life 

to as many as thou haſt given him. That is, in all 

the Beginnings and Fir/t-fruits of it, by the glorious 

Goſpel here; as well as the Completion of it, in ul- 

timate Glory hereafter. So that, ſeeing the King- 

dom of Providence, ſubſervient to the Kingdom of 

Grace ; I was led in Faith, to aſk the Lord Jeſus, 

That he would magnify his own Power, in grant- 

ing me a Supply for my natural Life, in that 

Place where he had already promiſed me a ſpiri- 

* tual Supply for my Soul.“ And many were the 

| gracious Promiſes I receiv'd as an Anſwer to this Re- 

| queſt. As, I will open Rivers in high Places, and 

| Fountains in the midſt of the Valleys, Iſa. xli. 18. 

| Bread © 

I 


Oo DIC wi A EGGS NI SF — PII mm 3 GS ſ— 2 — 


FR | NT IAG trons * the...” 
Bread ſhall be given thee, and thy Water fool be 
ſure, - . XXX1ii. 116; Aud verily thou, ſhalt U. 
Pſa. Xxxvii. 3. The, D Dragons and the Owls 
Nour mer becauſe. I give Waters in the 2 2 
and Rivers in the Deſert, to give Drink to my Pape, 
my Choſen, Iſa. xliii. 20. 7 will give Men ff or thee, 
— People for thy Life, Ver. 4. Bleſſed 2 be t thy 
Baſket and thy Store. Bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou 
comeſt in, and bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou. gogſt out. 
And in all that thou erte eft thy Hand unto, Deut, 
xxXviii. by) 6, 8. 
Upon this, my Soul being filled with joyful Ex- 
5 abe of the Lord's Appearing for me, we made 
ſome Enquiry at I. h, whether there was any 
likelih of our. outward Supply. For I would fain . 
have had the Mercy ju/? then. The Houſe being * 


ſold, . where we liv'd, and we to remove, I was | of 
loth to go into another at M.. Whereupon, I 
I intreated the Lord that he would not ſuffer me. * 


And ſome: Hopes I had, that I ſhould have my Re- * 
| queſt... But the, Lord was pleaſed to diſappoint me " 
| in this: and to exerciſe me further, by bringing a 45 
great Death upon the Promiſe, for about a Vear. a 
Well, — this Death firſt appear d, I. was 15 
ready to be diſcouraged, as tho my Prayers and | 


Faith were in vain. But what I once heard Mr. b 
6 ſpeak. i in Preaching, was brought to my Mind : 
| to ſtay me. It was this: That when the Lord | 
| © does not give his Children an immediate Anſwer b 
| © of their, Requeſts, in the very Things they aſk: 4 


Vet, if he docs: but ſpeak. to them, and tell em 1 
© the Reaſon of his preſent Diſpenſation; it might | 
| c be eſteem'd as an Anſwer of Prayer. As when ö 
« Jaſpua, in Prayer, was arguing before the Lord, 
« about Iſrael's being ſmitten; before their Enemies: 
© the Lord tells him the Reaſon of i itz, Get thee ups, | 
; « (fays he) Iſrael hath ſinned, Joſh. vii. 10. 11.“ 5 
. A4. tho! the Lord did not auſwer ue, in the, f 
| 2 3 very 
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very Thing that I requeſted ; yet he was pleaſed to 
be me f Hint ef two or three Things, that might 
de the Reaſon of it. As thus: I thought, It 
may be the Time of the Fulfilment of the Pro- 
« miſe, is not yet come. Or, It may be to 
« fulfil ſome other Promiſe; and ſome of my own 
« Prayers too: and one Requeſt in particular that 
« | had put up to the Lord: viz. That he would 
work Things about fo. in his Providence, as 
to hide me from the Strife of "Tongues, in 
removing me.” For I was afraid of ſome of 
my Relations, leſt they ' ſhould reflect upon me, 
for leaving that profitable Buſineſs. I was the 

employ'd in. „ 
Having theſe Hints then; (all which proy'd true 
in the Event) I took em as one kind of Anſwer 
of Prayer: and ſo my Mind was ſtay d. And as 
I was thinking, That tho' Things were delayed; 
yet ſurely, That muſt be the Place where the Pro- 
miſes were to be fulfill'd: This Word dropt upon 
my Mind: Thither cauſe thy mighty Ones to come 
dun, O LorD, Joel iii. 11. Which I underſtood 

33 2 Direction fcr me to pray to the Lord, that he 
would cauſe his mighty Angels, as the Miniſters of 
his Providence, to come down, and work Things a> 
bout. by their Minuiſtry, ſo as to fulfil is Defigns, 
in bringing me to that Place. Another Ward 
allo, I had for my Inſtruction and Comfort: At 
the beginning of thy Supplication, the Gommandment 
came farth. But the Prince of the Kingdom of Perſia, 
with/tood me one and twenty Days, Dan. ix. 23, and 
x. 13. From which I was again comforted ; and 

look d upon the Thing as granted; and that I 
ſhould certainly be brought thither : Tho? there 
Was ſomewhat at preſent that did ſtand in the 
Way, and might hinder it for ſome ſpace of 
Time. This Word, likewiſe, was brought to me, 
Gehald I ſend an Angel before thee, ts bring thee 415 
y the 
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the Place prepared, Exod. xxiii. 20. Thus, being 
 fatisfied about the Sureneſi of the promis'd Mercy: 
I was refign'd into God's Will, as to the Time of it; 
believing that he would bring it forth in its proper 
Seaſon, in which it ſhould appear moſt beautiful, 
And by this Time I was made willing to go into 
another Houſe ; which I did, in Obedience to di- 
vine Providence. And I dwelt in it, much like 2 
Stranger, or Pilgrim in a Tent, or Tabernacle that 
was ſhortly to be taken down. I look'd upon 
W/------h to be my own Place: and my ſelf, in my 
preſent Habitation, to be like a Stranger that ſhortly 
expects to be ſent for Home. - And that Word was 
much to me, At the Commandment of the Log, 
the Children of Iſrael journeyed, and at the Command. 
ment of the LoRD, they pitched, Numb. ix. 18, 
Thus at the Commandment of the Lord, I did as it 
were pitch my Tent in that Houſe : And I reſted 
in it, like the Children of Ifrael in their Tents, 
waiting till the Cloud ſhould be taken off the Ta- 
bernacle, the Glory of the Lokp go before me, 
and the Trumpet found a March : By the Lord's 
faying to me by his Spirit, and by his Providence, 
riſe, my Love, my fair one, and come away, 
Song ii. 13. 5 | 
But while the Mercy was delay'd, the Lord ſut- 
fer'd the Enemies, Satan and my own unbelieving 
Heart, at Times, to bring me evil Tidings : like 
the unfaithful Spies, who told the People, That 
the Land was not ſo good as the Lord had promis'd; 
and that it was impoſſible for em to poſſeſs it, be- 
Cauſe of the Giants that dwelt in it, Num. xiii. Ki 
32. But the Lord did not leave me long under Diſ- 
couragements, but was wont by ſome Promiſe or 
other, to raiſe my Faith in his own Grace and 
Faithfulneſs. And then the Language of Faith, 
like that of the good Spies, was this : The Land 
which the LoRD our God giveth us, is an exceeding 
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Prayers. And he ſpoke to my Heart, and ſweet- 
5 chat * Ifa. 8 
„Ny ſaiſt thou, acob, an he/t, 
9 Why ſaift Jacob, 255 7 


in Faith, with reſpect to my ee OTE ER 
One Time, I remember, I was muc caſt down 
where I deſired 


Jexpect to hear ſuch Things from ſuch a young 
© Man that I had my Eye upon? „„ 
By this Repreſentation, I was caſt down for a 
little while. But the Lord was pleas'd to raiſe up 
my Faith, by ſomewhat I heard Mr. G--- ſpeak, a 
little Time before, which was to this Effect: That 
God could do great Things by weak Means: If 
© God will le Rowan; (faid he) they ſhall throw 
* down Fericho's all. 80 J thought, If God will 
uſe this Inſtrument to fred my Saul, nothing ſhall 
binder it. And my kind Lord went on to confirm 
my Faith in this, that he would feed me by Him, 
EIS e according 
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according to his Promiſe, by bringing ſeveral Sctip- 
Tores wich Power to my Heart. 
f 2775 one, or both of theſe, was firſt brought: 
The What ſhall, be as David, and David as the Angel 


f the LORD, Zech. xii. 8. A little one ſhall l. 


come 4 Thouſand, and a ſmall one a ſtrong Nation: 


. Tf. Is. 22. And this alſo, I will mate Dartnej 


Light, 'and' crooked Things flraight, Chap. xlii. 16. 
From whence I. gather'd, that Mr. G---z ſhould 
grow, and increaſe in miniſterial Gifts and Graces, 
And further, The Lord was pleas'd to tell me, 
That Hz would put a Word into his Mouth for me, 


Deut. xviii. 18. And that HE would give me « 


Paſtor after his own Heart, that ſhould feed me with 
Knowledge and Underſtanding, Jer. iii. 15. By this 
T ſaw, that. I ſhould be fed by Him, with Know- 
ledge and Underſtanding in the great Doctrines of 
the Goſpel. And it was confirm'd, by 1/a. xlix. II. 
F will wake all my Mountains a Way, and my High- 


_ ways ſhall be exalted. This Scripture was thus o- 


pencd to me: I will make all my Mountains, or 
the high Acts of my Grace, which are firm as 
Mountains, a ay, in which I will viſit and feed 
thy Soul: While the High-ways of my Love and 
Grace are exalted in his Miniſtry. Exalted they 
ſhall be: but that's not all, for I will make them a 
May, an efficacious Way, in which I will commune 
with thee, Thus I ſaw, That the Lord would 
enable him to preach theſe great Things, that ſo 
I might be fed, | 
But ſtill I wanted to know, whether his Saul 
ſhould be led into 'em, ſo as to feed delightfully 
upon them Himſelf : that ſo we might feed toge- 
ther. And then theſe Words were brought: 
Dey ſhall ſee Eye to Eye, with the Voice together they 
Hall ſing, Ila. li. 8. And He ſhall ſtand and feed in 


"the, Majefty of the Loxp, Micah v. 4. And, I w.l 
fatzate the Seul of the Priifts with Patnieſs, 7 
* e _ ; fi 
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People ſhall be ＋ te with my Goodneſs, Jer. Xxxi. 
14. And, There the ghrious LORD will be unto us 
a Place of broad Rivers and Streams, Iſa. xxxiii. 21. 
And, Chap. Ixvi. 11. Te ſhall milk out and be de- 


lighted with the abundance 7 her Glory. And, 


Upon all the Glory there ſhall be a Defence, Chap 
Wk 3 
And when the Lord gave Being unto all this 
Glory, in the Promiſe ; my Soul made haſte, bow'd 
down, and worthip'd : Adoring the Riches of his 
Grace, in that he not only promis'd to feed me, 


but fo richly and abundantly to ſatisfy me! And 


from this Time, I was rais'd to expect, That the 
Lord would do great Things for me, by that very 
Inſtrument I had my Eye upon. So that I rejoyc'd 
in him, and bleſt God for him, as given me already 
in the Promiſe. | 


But inſtead of my being brought to poſſeſs the | 


reat Things in the Promiſe; a great Death pre- 
ently ſeem'd to be upon it. Mr. Gf falls bad 
of a Quinſy, and his Life ſeem'd to be in very great 
Danger. | | | 

But oh, the Diſtreſs that ſeized my Soul with the 
News of it! The Lord, who but a little while be- 
fore, had made me ſo exceeding glad, by giving 
me amazing Proſpects of the promis d Glory; now 
ſeem'd, in his Providence to ſay the very Child of 
Promiſe, in whom all the Promiſes were! Bur 
ſurely, it is almoſt impoſſible to tell what a Trial 
this was to me. . 

Let but any of the Children of God conſider, 
What a deſolate ſorrowful Cafe I was in, upon the 


| Loſs of Mr. Sk----p, and view how ſtrongly the 


Lord wrought up my Soul into vehement Defires 
and earneſt Fend that HE would raiſe up 
another to feed me in his Stead. And then let 
them ſee all theſe vaſt Deſires ſatisfy'd, in the fore- 
nam'd Promiſes; and think upon that unſpeakable 
| C 2 2 
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Foy which fill'd my Soul, when there was another 
rais d up in the Promiſe ! which I look'd upon to 
be ſo faithful, that Heaven and Earth ſhould paſs, 
ſobner than it (ſhould go unfulfill'd: Yea; let em 
add to this, The Earneſt and ſweet Fore-taſtes I had 
had of the promis d Glory, in ſweet Communion with 
I! God, under hearing him preach now and then, 
Let em, I fay, lay theſe Things together: and 
then let *em view the Lord, appearing as if he was 
about to /lay all my new-born Hopes, earneſt Ex- 
pectations, and blooming Joys, together with his 
own Promiſes at once] And perhaps they may give 
a little Gueſs at the Pain my Soul felt, while my 
Father's Hand was lifted up, as if he would ftrike 
VCC 0 . 3 
However, the Stroke not being yet given, I was 
encourag'd to run into my Father's Arms, and 
pray him that he would not ſtrike. The Caſe was 
thus repreſented to me: That it may be I might 
get his Life as an Anſwer of Prayer.“ And that 
Scripture was brought to my Mind concerning He- 
zetiab, where the Lord, as an Anſwer of Prayer, 
.promis'd to add to his Days fiſteen Years, 2 Ain. 
xx. 6, And that alſo, where Paul, ſpeaking of 
Epaphroditus, ſays, For indeed he was fick nigh unto 
Death but God had Mercy on him; and not on him 
only, but on me alſo, lęſt I ſhould have Sorrow upon 
Sorrow, Phil. ii. 27. From theſe I was encourag'd 
to flee unto the Mercy of the Lord, with a who 
can tell but he will deal thus with me ? And thoſe 
Words ſounded ſweetly, Upon me alſo, left I pull 
have Sorrow upon Sorrow. From whence J gather'd 
ſome Hopes that the Lord would not ſtrike the 
Blow: and that in Mercy to me; leſt I ſhould have 
Sorrow upon Sorrow. I had one Sorrow in parting 
with Mr. $4----p, and if the Lord had taken Mr. 
G---t, it would indeed have been Sorrow upon Ser- 
rei but %% it ſhould be ſo, I was in Hogs BY | 
| the 
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the Lord would ſpare him. But this Encourage- 
ment, tho” ſtrong enough to carry me in with an 
immediate Addreſs to the Throne ; was not yet fo 
powerful as to caſt out all Fears of Succeſs : And 
Fear in this regard, had Torment: fo that 1 
quickly fell into great Diſtreſs. 

This Diſpenſation ſhock'd my Faith: J thought, 
If the Lord did take him away, I knew not bow 
© to reconcile it with his Faithfulnefs.” And whe 1 
I conſider'd, that he juſt LoRD would de no Ini- 

quity, if he did remove him: then I thought, 
« Surely I muſt have been mi/ffaten as to the Pe- 
© ſon in whom the Premiſes are to be fulfill'd.“ 
And again I thought, «© Surely I was net miſtaken ; 
Cit muſt be Him. And thus was I much like the. 
Diſciples, when their Lord was crucify'd, their 
Faith was non-pluſt. Me trufted (ſay they) that 
it had been He that fhould have redeemed Tſra:!, 
Luke xxiv. 21. But now they ſecm to diabt 7 - 
They knew not how to recencile the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, with their former Faith about tha 
Lord Jeſus. . 1 

And as it try'd my Faith, fo my Lebe alſo; 
whether I could give him up to the Stroke. Ant 
tho* I was not wholly unreconcil'd to the Will of 

| God, yet it went very near me. And I found 
Love, Grief, Fear, and vehement Deſire ſtrongly 
working in me: So that while bis Life hung in 
Suſpenſe, I was in pain to know the Iſſue. And 
that Word was ſome Stay to me, 28 x1. 40. If 

 theu wouldſt believe, thou ſhouldſt ſee the Glory of Ged. 
But quickly my Fears psevail'd again. 

At length, I defired that the Lord would give 
me ſome Intimation of what he would do in this 
Matter. And theſe Words were brought with Pow- 
er and Sweetneſs, For the Oppreſfion of the poor, fer 
the Sighing of the needy, now will J ariſe, ſaith the 
LoRD, Pla. xii, 5. That they be not as Sheep which 
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have no Shepherd, Num. xxvii. 17. Rejoice with Joy 
fer Feruſalem, and be glad with her all ye that love 
her, Ifa. xvi. to. For the Lord hath viſited and re- 
deemed his People. And hath raiſed up an Horn of 
Salvation for us, Luke i. 68, 69. Thou haſt redeemed 
my Life from Deſtruction, Pfa. Ciii. 4. And brought 
back my Soul from the Pit of Corruption, IIa. 
xxxviii. 17. From thefe Words my Mind was ſtay'd, 
as bein Hey perſuaded that the Lord, in Mercy 
to his People; would ſpare his Life. But yet when 
the Power of em was off my Mind, I fell into 
Fears again. And then that Word, John xi. 40. 
was brought again, as aReproof of my Unbelief: Said 
Inn unto thee, that if thou woula/t believe, thou ſhould 
| fee the Glory of Goa? Upon which, aſham'd of my 
Unbelief, I was in fome meaſure helpt to truſt the 
Lord again. 2 
Thus I went on, between Faith and Fear, until I 
received the welcome News of his Recovery. And 
then, with joyful Wonder at divine Kindneſs, be- 
ing fully perſuaded that his Life was granted as an 
Anſwer of Prayer, I look'd upon him to be given me 
anew, as it were from the Dead; from whence I 
received him, as Abraham did his Iſaac, in a Figure, 
Heb. xi. 19. And J rejoyc'd afreſh in him. as my 
Father's Gift, and lov'd him dearly. Yea, I was 
afraid, that I ſhould exceed, in making too much 
Account of the Creature; and thereby hew out a 
broken Ciſtern that could hold no Water. 

But notwithſtanding the great Joy I had in God, 
when his Life was ſpar'd, I ſoon found myſelf attend- 
ed with Fears leſt he ſhould yet be taken from me, 
And I thought that I had never been thoroughly re- 
conciled to it. But preſently the Lord put this 
Queſtion to my Heart; Whether I could be wil 
ling to give him up, if God might be glorified thereby f 
And together herewith, there was ſuch a Ray of di- 
vine Glory, broke in upon me, that did as it were at 

| once, 
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onee, draw away my whole Soul after it. T was as 
if I lov'd. thing but God's Glory, or at leaſt; no- 
thing in Compariſon therewith. I was now ſtrongly, 
and yet ſweetly drawn to offer him up as a Sacrificd 
to God's Glory. Oh, how freely, and fully did I 
then give him up into the Hand of the Lord, to 
glorify himſelf concerning him, juſt as He pleas'd. 
Oh how delightfulydid my Heart give up its deare/# 
Interefls to God's Glory; eſteeming it my higheſt 
Happineſs to glorify him! My Soul was made to 
give up its long'd-for, and expected Enjoyment 6 
God's Favour here; which was dearer than my Life; 
and to wait for Satisfaction till I came to Heaven: 
If He might be glorify'd hereby, in his Greatneſs and 
Sovereignty, as having a ſupreme Right to give, or 
take from me as he pleas'd. And not only in his 
Sovereignty, but in his Wiſdom too: For tho“ 
was at a Loſs to know how the Promiſes ſhould be 
made good, if Things were not as I expected; yet 
I was made to give up my own Wiſdom, as Folly, 
and as it were to loſe it in hs infinite Underſtanding : 
Believing all his Ways to be right; tho! by me un- 
ſearchable, and paſt finding out. 
And further, upon my being thus reſign'd into 

God's Diſpoſe, I found ſuch full Satisfaction in his 
good Pleaſure, whatſoever it was concerning me in 
this Reſpe& ; that I even look'd upon this very 
Thing to be one Kind. of Fulfilment of the Promiſes. 
For the End of the Promiſes, being to fatisfy the 
Deſires of the longing Soul; and my Soul being ſo- 
abundantly ſatisfy d, and at Reſt in God's Will; 1 
thought the Promiſes were in one Sort fulfill d: And 
knew not then, whether they would be fulfill'd any 
other Way or not, or whether the Lord intended any 
ether, than to glorify himſelf, by making me ſubmit 
to his Will, in drawing out my Deſires to the ut- 
moſt,, and then croſſing * And J thought, 

4 | 
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it was fo, 1 ſhould be very well pleas'd, if I might 
glorify him that Way. © ee e 

ſeveral Times of fulfilling the Promiſes to his People; 
my Heart was hereby held at the Throne of Grace, 


do; as not knowing but that he _— {till have a 
Reſerve of Kindneſs for me, and that ſo great, as 
to give me all again, that I had been enabled to 
reſign. And a little of the Frame of my Soul at 
this Time, may be ſeen in a Letter which I then 
wrote, with Deſign to fend it to a Chriſtian Friend: 
W hich is as follows. 7 8 Reov 4 


Beloved Brother, . 


brought me to his Foot. I truſt, as an Anſwer 
of our Prayers. He has\looſen'd me from the Crea- 
ture, and made me cleaye> cloſer to himſeH,- as the 

Eternal Fountain, and Welk-Spring of all my Con- 
ſolation. He has made me willing to be deny d, 
what 1 earneſtly ſought for : If by this He might be 
the more glorified. I am made willing to be deny'd 


Delights of the divine Preſence in Ordinances, and 
to wait for that Solace, till my. Father takes me into 
the full Enjoyment of himſelf; if by this HE will 
gain any Glory. So that I can now ſay, Here I am, 
tet him do twith me as ſeemeth good unto him. The 
Bleſſed Spirit has preſented the Glory of God as ſuch 
a lovely Thing ; that in this Caſe, he has drew away 
my Soul after it: And not only made me to ſubmit, 
but even to love that HE ſhould be glorified, and re- 
Joyce in it: Eſteeming it far better that Gon 
ſhould be ghrified, in his Greatneſs, Fares. uh 6 
Power, and Wiſdom, than that I ſhould barely be 
ſatisfied, And yet, ſatisfied am For if I never 
have what I hoped for; yet, if Gop will oe. wy 


But pet, ſecing the Lord has various Ways, and 


and ſtil] kept waiting to ſee what the Lord would 


Am willing to let you know, that the Lord has 


that one Thiig my Soul fought after; which was, the 
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Shy to himſelf; by drawing out my Defires, and 
yy au 2 I eſteem it well worth the Ex- 
rrciſe. And now my Soul is even as a weaned Child, 
that is weaned: from the Milk, and drawn from the 
Breaſts: And L am willing that the Lord ſhould 
glorify himſelf, which Way He pleaſes. 

The Lord has ſometimes made me willing to wan?” 
a Mercy; and then has beftowed it: Willing to 


tear Affliction; and then has wrought Deliverance... 


And if my Beloved ſhould yet fay, by his Spirit, and 
in his Providence, Ariſe, my Love, my fair one, and 
ame away : T ſhould leap at his Voice, and confeſs: 
that it is every Way like the Gop of all Grace; 
and as ſuch, deſire” He might have the Glory. But 
| bow to. his royal Pleaſure. Believing my Intereſt. 
in my Father's Heart, T am at his Biest Re- 
joycing im that HRE will be glorified, however he 
deals with me. I. deſire you may glorify him on- 
my Behalf. | | 
And now, dear Brother, that you and yours may 
be enriched with the Bleſſings of the upper and 
the nether Springs, made to ſhine in Holineſs here,. 
and in Glory at Chriſt's Appearing : Is the earneſt 
Deſire of, : 
SOS Yours in Him, 
A. D. 


Titus my Soul, having had a raviſhing Proſpect of 
the Glory of Gop, in his Wiſdom, Greatneſs, and? 


Sovereignty, was as it were at once drawn after” 


dim by the powerful Loadſtone of his Love. For it 
was the Views of HIu, as my own -gractous God 
and Father, that made me ſubmit to his Wifdom, if 


ie ſhould croſs mine... Twas this humbled» me in: 


the Duſt, and made me lie down in my own Crea- 
ure-Littleneſs, that fo He might glorify himfelf up- 
en me, in his infinite Greatneſs, and ſovereign Do- 


Co; minton | 
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minion over me; as having a ſupreme Right to deal 
with me as he pleas'd. (ly arte a6 
And from hence, finding ſuch a mighty and ſud- 
den Alteration in me, my. whole Soul, being as it 
were turn'd upſide down in a Moment, I was inſtrud- 
ed into the Glory of divine Power; and how eaj it 
was with God, to take all Sin out of my Nature, 
when the appointed Time came. Ee a 1 
And further, upon the Review of what had paſs d, 
my Heart being in kept, in ſome Meaſure, in the 
ſame Frame, I was made to look upon it as beating 
Jome Analogy with Abraham's offering up Iſaac, 
Abraham had obtain'd the Promiſe of Iſaac by Prayer, 
when he ſaid, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, 
 feeing 1 go Childleſs, and the Steward of my Houſe 
is this Eliezer of Damaſcus ® Behold, unto me thi 
| haft given no Seed Aud lo, one born in my Houſe 15 
mine Heir, Gen. XV, 27 0 And the Lorp ſaid 
unto him, This ſhall not be thine Heir, but he that 
hall come forth qut of thine own Bewels hall be thine 
Heir, Ver. 4. Nor was Iſaac promis'd alone: But 


all the Promiſes concerning the Maſſiab, and his 
eternal Salvation in him, were comprehended in this 
Promiſe of T/aac; from whoſe Loins He was to 
ſpring. As 1t follows: And he brought him forth a- 
broad, and ſaid, Look now teward Heaven, and till 
the Stars, if thou be able to number them : And he 
faid unto him, fo ſhall thy Seed be. And he be- 
 tieved in the LORD, and he counted it to him fit 
Rightecuſneſs, Ver. 5, 6. And when Abraham ha 
his Iſaac, he view'd all the Promiſes in him, and bis 
Soul clave unto him; And yet the Lord bid him 
offer him up. ee 59 
Thus, in ſome Meaſure, it was with me. I had 
' ſought the Lord; and obtain'd a Promiſe that Hz 
would give me the Deſires of my Heart, and feed me 
by that Shepherd, whoſe Tent I defired to be near. 
And all the other Promiſes of what the Lord wous 
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Grarious Dealing of Gov, &. 59 
40 fot me by him, ſeem'd to de comprebended 1 
him. So that my Soul clave to him as my Father's 
Gift: And yet he bid me ren hm up. And what 
the Lord ſaid unto Abraham, when he call'd him to 
offer up 1/aac, was much unto me, Gen. xxii. 2. 
Take now thy Son, thine only Son Tſaac, whom thou 
bet, ea of him for a Burnt-O ering. The Lord 
s here very particular in his Requirement : Take 
now thy Son; (fays God) which is a Term, that 
25 it beſpeaks. Relation, fo Affection alſo; it carries 
Endearment in it, even the Endearment ofa Father's 
Heart to his Son. And yet the Lord ftops not here: 
It is as if he ſhould fay, it is not ary Son that I re- 
quire of thee ; but thine andy Son [/agc: Thine 
only Son by Promi ſe. And, as if this was not enough: 
It's he whom thou {ove/? Thine Iſaac (whoſe Name 
Genifies Laughter, or Joy) whom thy Soul is 4nit 
to: Take him now (fays God) and er for a 
Burnt-Offering. And my Soul was in ſome Meaſure | 
bke Abraham's, when he ftretch*d forth his Hand ts 
flay the Lad. And becauſe it was done in his | 
Heart, the Lord ſpeaks of it as if it was done by | 
his Hand, Heb. xi. 17. And he that had received 10 
the Promiſes, offer'd up his only begotten San. So that jj 
| 
| 


| 

I look'd upon the promis d Mercy as offer d up. 
And yet, from the Lord's dealing LA Aron! 

| in giving him his Iſaac again; I was encouraged to 

| wait upon God in Hope, that as he had glorified 
| himfelf as a Fo bag Lord, in making me willing to 

x give up the cy into his Hand; fo that now he 


would glorify himſelf as the God of all Graco, in 
giving it to me again; which I earneſtly deſired, 
with Submiſſion to his Will. And ſcon after this, 


| that Word was brought, I know the Thrights that I 
think towards yon, faith the L ORD, Thoaghts of 

Peace, and not of Evil, te give you an expefted End, 
| r. XXix. 11. From whence I was perſuaded, that 
; that very Thing which L had expect in the Promile] 


mould. 
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ſhould, be. given, me. And from this Time 1 
FF 
in ExpeRtation of the Mercy :,Tho' I had my Ff 
of Unbelief, and my Heart was not always alike 
engag'd in wreſtling with the Lord about it... Some- 
times there was a Faintne/5. in my Deſires and Sup- 
; ranges - And then the Lord would. bring ſome 
Promiſe or other, by Which he reviv'd my Faith, 
and gaye Wing to my Deſires afreſn ſo that wit 
renewed Strength, my Saul follow'd hard after hin. 
But twas his Hand that held y Heart; or elſe my 
Heart would ſoon have let go its hold of Hin. 
But becauſe it was his. Deign to give me the 
Mercy : He therefore kept my Soul hungering and 
ee ge, after it, on purpoſe that he might ſhew the 
more Grace, in ſatisfying the longing Soul, and fil. 
ling the Hungry with good Things. And that Word 
was a precious Encouragement to my Faith, and a 
ſtrong Plea for me at the Throne of Grace, where 
the Lord fays, I thou draw out thy Soul to the bun- 
gry, and ſatisfy the afflifted Soul, then ſball thy Light 
ariſe in Obſcurity, and thy Darkneſs be as the Nom 
Day, If, lviii. 10. I thought, If it was ſo pleaſing 
© to the Lord, that his People ſhould ſhew Mercy 
« and Kindneſs to the Neceſſitous; that he makes 
© ſuch gracious Promiſes upon their being found in 
© the Performance of this Duty: much more would 
HE Himſelf delight to. ſhew Mercy and Kindneſs. 
721 reaſoning of my Soul from hence, was much 
ike that, Hle that made the Eye, ſhall not HE ſee? 
Kc. So, thought I, He that has ſaid, If thou draw 
© out thy Soul to the Hungry, &c. I will do thus and 
thus: ſhall not He much more do ſo, from that pure 
Delight he has in exerciſing Loving-kindneſs! 
And oh, how earneſtly did I plead with him, that 
HE would draw out 2 Saul, or all the Perfection 
of his Nature, to the ſatisfying. of ne, a poor hun- 
gry, thirſty Creature! Much like the Fans 
4 . 3 
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then he ſaid, O continue thy Loving-kindneſs/ Or, 
O draw out thy Loving-kindneG1 as ſome render 
ar wn maT 1} 98 
But to proceed, The Lord having, as was faid, 
given Mr. Gf s Life, as an Anſwer of Prayer ; 
I took it as an. Earneſt of my being fed under. his 
Miniſtry. And having had ſome further Encourage- 
ment from the Lord in this Reſpect, we did again 
enquire, . Whether there was any Door open d yet 
for our outward. Supply in that Place. And there 
was none; nor any /ikelihood of it in that Way which 
my Thoughts were moſt upon. By reaſon of 
which I was much diſcouraged, as if the Promiſe 
fail d. But as I was looking upon the Trees in 
the Garden, it being Winter-Seaſon, The Lord 
was pleas'd to inſtruct mg from thence, That as 
it was. Winter with the Garden; ſo now it was the 
Winter-ſeaſon with reſpe& to the Promiſe. And 
that it was as unreaſonable for me to conclude, that 
there would never be a Spring-time ' of the Promiſe, 
becauſe I ſaw no Appearance of it: as it would be 
to think, That there ſhould never be a natural Spring, 
becauſe the Trees in Winter look ſo much like 
dead ones. And as I was thinking about the di- 
ſtinẽt Fulfilment of particular Promiſes, what is 
ſpoken about the Seed-corn, in order to ſet forth 
the Reſurrection of the Dead, was brought to my 
Mind, and apply'd by way of Analogy. to the 
Promiſes ;_ 1 Cor. xv. 36, 37, 38. That which thou 
ſoweſt is nat quickned, except it die. And that which 
theu ſoweſt, thou ſaweſt not that Body that ſhall be, but 
bare Grain, it may chance of Wheat, or of ſame. os 
tber Grain, But God giveth it à Bech as it hath 
pleaſed him, and to every Seed its own Body. From 
hence I ſaw, That the ca/ting of the Promiſes in- 
to the Heart, was like the caſling the Seed-carn. 
into the Ground. And as the Corn firſt dies, before 
it is quickned; ſo, uſually, there are Deaths paſs 
| f over 
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over the Promiſes, before they ſpring forth in the 
Glory of the Fulfilment. And further, I was made 
to ſee, That every particular Promiſe, was like a 
diſtin Seed, that was aſſuredly to bring forth an 
anſwerable Crop. And that, As God: giveth to 
every Seed its own Body ; fo to every Promiſe its 
diſtin Accompliſhment. And as Gop giveth to e- 
very Seed its own Body, as plea ſetb him; foto 
every Promiſe its own particular Fulfilment, both 
as to Manner, and Degree, as HE pleaſeth. 

Having this Inſtruction, my Faith was again 
ſtrengthened in the Expectation of the Fulfilment 
of every particular Promiſe I had receiv'd, accord 
ing to the full Intent of the Mind of Gop therein; 
3 the preſent Death that was upon 

A W | ON? 

Quickly after this, The Lord in his Providence 
order'd it fo, that uſually I went one Lord's Day 
in a Month to hear Mr. G---7: Which I book 
upon as a partial Fulfillment of the Promiſes, and 
alſo an Earneſt of their compleat Accompliſhment. 
Before I went, I fought the Lord, that HE would 
go with me, and delight my Soul with Communion 


with Himſelf.' And that Word was very precious to 


me on this Account, Song ii. 1. I am the Roſe of 
Sharon, Chriſt's Voice in it to my Soul was this: 
I am the Roſe of Sharon, or, I will be unto thee 
© the Roſe of Sharon in that Place: T'll give thee 
< Communion with miſel, by which thy fpiritual 
_ © Senſes ſhall be delighted; in beholding my tran- 
ſcendent Beauty, in ſmelling of my tranſcendent 
© Fragraucy, and I'll make thee bleſſed, by a Com- 
' © munication of my Blefſedneſs: as I am the Re/e 
© of Sharon, for thee to have Communion with. 
And thoſe Words alſo were very ſweet to me, Ver. 
13. Ariſe, my Love, my fair One, and come away. 

And what the Lord had ſaid, he did indeed 
make good, For my Beloved did very familiarly 


open 
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open Himſelf to my Soul, and diſplay his Glory 
We Me, Gta: iniſtry ; So that 7 ſat down un- 
| great Delight, and his Fruit 
was feet unto my Tafte, And the Lord put Words 
into his Mouth for me: which He was pleasd to 
bleſs for the Strengthening of my Faith, about the 
Fulfilment of the Promiſe, in my being 
brought to dwell there conſtantly. | n 
A poor weak Creature I was in Believing ; for 
when the Lord try'd me, I was ready to faint. 
But when I heard Mr. 


Strengthned, 
exacHy agreeable to my 
Caſe. And ſuch a Fountain of Grace was opened 
in that Sermon, that was almoſt r to overcome 
my weak Nature. But yet ſtill, I was up and 
down in Faith, even after bis. WELD 35 

One Month's Day, I was prevented going : and 
the next, when I went, Mr. G--twas not at home: by 
reaſon of which I was much diſcouraged ; as thinking, 
that the Lord did ſpeak againſt me in it. And the 
Enemies broke forth upon me, with a * Where is 
© now your Cad? What's become of your Prayers? 
© You ſee He don't regard you.” this my Heart 
was ſo burden'd, and harden'd, that I knew not 
what to do. But after a while, I got a little 
Liberty to breathe after the Lord: and 1 thought, 
Oh! that I could have ſuch Freedom with him 


© as I have had: then-I would tell him my Cafe.” 
For my Temptations were ſtrong, That the Lonn 
I had forgotten me, and had not Cempaſſion on me. 
! But with glorious Power, He broke in upon my 
y Soul with that Word, Fer. i. 20. Since 1 


ale againſt him, I do earne/tly remember him ftill : 

d 4 FR my Bowels are troubled for him, I will 
ſurely have Mercy upon him, ſaith the LORD, * 

Olce 
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Voice herein to me, was this : I have indeed 
c been. ſpeaking agninft thee, in my. Diſpenſations: 
but I have not Forgotten thee," in Relation to my 
« Promiſe.. I. have not forgot what I told thee, I 
remember thee ſtill: yea, I earngſtiy remember thee; 
© my whole Sul is engag'd in the Remembrance of 
< thee, And tho' thou haſt been try'd, fince I ſpake 
© againſt thee, and hid my ſelf: Yet my Bowels are 
<. troubled for thee. all this while: I have a Fellow- 
« feeling with thee in all thy Diſtreſſes: and I will 
c. ſurely have Mercy upon thee, and be. faithful to 
_ < my. Promiſe.” Upon this I went Home joyfully, 


being afreſh confirm'd in my Expectations of the 


Promis d Mero px. . 

And quickly after, another Method for our out- 
ward Supply came into our Minds. And having 
ſought the Lord,, and receiv'd ſome Encouragement: 
that it ſhould ſucceed : we deſired. a Friend to en- 
quire, and uſe his Intereſt: with one. that we: had 
our Eye upon to be aſſiſtant to us in it. But the 
Lord's Time being not yet fully come, there was 
a Death upon this our new Project. Which, when 
I was acquainted with it, was very trying. But yet 
I was comfortably borne up under it, by this Scrip-- 
ture: [form the Light, and create Darkneſs, Iſa. 
XIV. 7. Oh! the Thoughts of God's wonderful 
Ways, in bringing Light. aut of Darkneſs : Yea, in 
maling the precedent Darkneſs ; on purpoſe that the 
Light might ſhine the more gloriouſly ; did migh- 
tily bear up my Soul. The Diſpenſation indeed 
was dark; yet I was not diſcouraged : I thought, 
The Lord was on his Way,  to.. glorify himſelf, 
and fave me: And therefore he had created this 
«. Darkneſs, that ſo his own Glory, in forming 
© Light out of it, might ſhine the brighter.“ And 


this Word alſo, was a mighty Support to me: 


Wherefore when I came, was there no Man? when' 
I called, was there nine to anſwer? Is my Hand — 
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ud at all, that it cannot redeem ? Or have I no Power 
to deliver? Iſa. I. 2. I thought the Lord had been 
ſpeaking, and calling in his Providence, upon that 


Perſon our Eye was upon. But there was n» Man 


would help us; there was no An ſiuer, but what was 
quite contrary. Well, faid the Loxp, I's my Arni 
frortned at all, that it cannot ſave A= all this? Oh! 
how ſweetly did theſe Words found in my Soul, 
Is my Hand ſtortned at all? q. d. Have I ever a 
« hit the leſs Power to effect what I deſign; be- 
© cauſe the Creatures will contribute nothing towards 
eit?' Oh! how ſweetly did the Loxp open his 
non Power to me, in its glorious Self-ſufficiency, to 
fulfil his Promiſes, as it ſtands alone, without the 
Help of Creatures; and as it can turn all Hearts to 
ſubſerve its Defigns: Whereupon, I ſpread my 
Caſe before the Lord : and told him, That there 
was no Man would help me: and pray'd him, that his 
dun Arm might be made bare.” And then, in the Joy 
of Faith, truſting the Lokp in the dark, I com- 
pos d the following Lines, as exprem̃ve of my Ca, 


The Loxp makes Darkneſs; and it's Night , 
And HE doth make the Darkneſs Light. 

Bleſt are the Men that tru/? him ſo; 

His Power, and Goodneſs, they ſhall know. 
is Glory, and their Life ſecure ; 

Bound up in's Czvenant moſt ſure : | 

Hr 'I lay their Foes, and HE their Friend, 

ill give them an expected End. 8 


Thus I was at this Time: but at other Seaſons; 
vhile the Mercy was delay d, and nothing but Deaths 
upon it, I was often ſet upon by Satan, and my 
Wn unbelieving Heart, with their uſual Inſult, 
%%% 15 now your Gad? q. d. * You made your 
' Boaſt, that the Lord would appear for you: and 
that 
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© that he was a God hearing Prayer, that he wy 
© z:gh to you in all that you call'd upon him for, 
«© But you /, there's no ſuch Thing: Where) 
any Appearance of it nw? _ 

And one Time in particular, theſe Enenia 
wrg'd it upon me, That it was in vain to ſet th 
Lord: and a great deal they ſpoke very reproachful 
againſt the moſt High. 28 y Soul was þur- 
dend, becauſe they lift up * Voice againſt God: 
and my Spirit was mightily wrought up into art bo- 
ly Indignation againſt them. Upon which, I took 
up the Bible to read : and opened (accidentally to 
me,  tho' deſignediy by the Lord) upon the 74h 
Pſalm : Which was ſo peculiarly expreſſive of w 
Caſe, as if it had been made on purpoſe for me: þ 
that I could not but wonder at the Exadneſs of it: 
Eſpecially from the 18th Verſe to the End. R. 
member this, that the Enemy hath reproached, 0 
LorD, and that the fooliſh People have blaſphemi 
thy Name. 0 deliver not the Soul of thy Turtl-dny 
ante the Mfultituds of the Wicked, farget ro the Cu- 

ation of thy poor for ever. ect untt 

the 3 for 5 dark Places 0 the 2 art 
Full of the Habitations of Cruelty. let not the Of- 
preſſed return aſhamed let the Poor and Needy . 
thy Name. Ariſe, O God, plead thine own 
remember how the fooliſh Man reproacheth thee 40 
Forget not the Voice of thine Enemies : the Tumult i 
thoſe that riſe up againſt thee, increaſeth 3 
This P/abn was expreſſive of my C in a ve fl 
Reſpect: As, 
I. " With _— to that Senſe I had of the Eve 
mies Blaſphemy,. and Reproach, being og K. P 
They have dla hewel 4 thy Name, ſays Pfahl. ' 
ver. 18. And they rife up againſt Thee, ver. 2 
2. With reſpect to that Burden which I had up 
on my Spirit by reaſon thereof: Upon which fir 
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aunt the Pſolmiſt ſtyles Himſelf, and the People of 
Pod, Melle ver. 1172. . 

3. With Reſpect to that I had of my 
wn Inability to help myſelf ; together with that 
xpetation I had of the Lord's appearing for me: 


y hich is expreſt by his ſtyling Himſelf with God's 
cle, poor and needy, and by his praying that 
. might not return aſbamed, ver. 21. Which is 


much as to ſay, We have hoped in thy Mercy: O 
t us not m/s of our ExpeQation. 5 
4. With reſpect to that holy Indignation, and 
nighty Zeal for God's Glory, which was wrought 
my Soul, as alſo in the Pſalmiſt, when he faid, 

riſe, O God, plead thine wn Cauſe, ver. 23. q. d. 
can't bear it, Lord, that thine Honour ſhould be 
thus laid in the Duſt, by the Tumult of them that 
riſe up againſt thee.” And then OD 

5. All this was anſwerably turn'd into a Repre- 
ſentattus Prayer before the Lord: Remember this, 
DO Logp,----As ver. 18, &c. Which conſiſted of 
tee Parts, 1. A Repreſentation of the Caſe, both 
ith reſpet to the Enemies Rage, and Sianders 
yamſt God, and Oppreflion of my Soul. 2. An 
bumble Imploring the Lord's Appearance to vindicate 
bs own Honour. And 3. An earneſt Supplication, 
that the Lord would not give up my Soul, his Tur- 
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„ dive, into the Hands of the Wicked: nor ſuffer 
of > his oppreſſed, poor and needy one, to return a- 
„ ed: But fo appear for my Help, and for the 
i founding of mine Enemies; that I might praiſe 


his Name with Joyful Lips. | 


e- . And ſome ſweet Freedom I had with the Lord in 
d: nher to tell him, That he had never left me in 
„ Y Strait or Difficulty whatſoever. And the Re- 
eembrance of his former Loving - Kindneſſes, 
r tengthened my Faith to plead for his preſent Ap- 

\c- kearance. And the Lord was pleas'd to give me 
ut I immediate Anſwer of Peace, in Tidings of 


Deliverance, 
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Deliverance, by bringing that Promiſe to my Mind 
with Power and Sweetneſs, Their Redeemer it firm 
he ſhall throughly plead their Cauſe. Here 1 faw, th ts 
Almighty Strength of - my Redeemer engag'd to plu wh 
my Cauſe: Yea, that he would #hroughly plead it + 
. The Lord had made many Promiſes of great Thin. w. 
that He would do for me: and my Soul had mat: 
her Boaft of God: and while he 2 Himſelf, tie 
Enemies began to triumph over me, as if I had 9 
ſuch Privilege in having ſuch Promi ſes; or ſuch; 
God to go to, as I had thought of. But when G00 
aroſe, and ſhone forth in this Promiſe; his Ene- 
mies were ſcatter'd, and they that hated him fi 
before him. Oh the Glory of God's Power, Fai 
fulneſs, Love and Grace that broke forth in thi 
Promiſe, drove all the Baaſts A Prey to their Dem 

ul 


And that I mighe fee more fully how the Promik ,, of 
was brought in, I look d it: and found it, J" 1 w. 
I. 34. The Verſe before, when I came to read i, WW Def 


was made of great Uſe to me: Thus ſaith th 
Lonp of Hes, The Children of Iſrael, and tt 

Children of Judah were oppreſſed together, and all thi 
took them Captives, held them faſt, they refuſed ta . Wil Gra 
them go. "This Verſe anſwer d my Caſe : I was took 
Captive by Satan, and Unbelief, miſrepreſenting ti WF - 
Lok, and his Dealings with me: and they would Ih 
have held me faſt, refuſing to let me go forth in the 

Triumph of Faith in the Dark; rejoicing in the 5 
God of my Salvation, when the Fig- tree did not far 
bloſſom, Fc. Yea, and as to the outward Face of 


Things, there was a holding me faſt in the Pac Wl ! 
where I was; and a refuſing to let me go unto tis giy 
Place the Lord had ſpoken to me of. But the Pro fon 
miſe comes in, notwithſtanding all Oppoſition, with but 
a Thus ſaith the Lord : Their Redeemer is rm, ;. 
the Lox D of Hoſts is his Name. Which Words ſet 
forth the omnipotent Power, unchangeable Grat - 


Covenant Faitbfulveſs, and. glorious All-fufficien? b 
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e LoRD, in his Reſolution to redeem : Who has all 
the Powers, both in Heaven and Earth at his Com- 
lows, Ze will throughly plead their Cauſe. I ſaw 
Fom hence, That there was not any Circumſtance 
f my expected Happineſs, relating unto any of 


his Promi/es ; which was the Cauſe now in debate, 
dur he would throughly plead it. And then comes 
nd glorious End: That he may give Reſt to the Land, 
10 %% diſquiet the Inhabitants of Babylon. That is, give 
i his People Releaſe from all their Enemies, and the 
beaceful Poſſeſſion of all promis'd Favours: to the 
1 Vexation and Confuſion of their Enemies. The 45th 
„ Voerſe alſo was ve precious to me. Therefore hear 
the Counſel of the LORD, which he hath taken 


againſt Babylon and the Purpoſes that he hath pur- 
poſed againſt the Land of the Chaldeans : ſurtly the 


. laßt of the Flock ſhall draw them out. From whence 
„Loss made to believe, that it was the Lord's 
1 Deſign to confound the Enemies, by ſuch a weak 
„%, that was as the Leaſt of the Flock, And 
s read on, in the 51 Chapter, the Lord comes, 
2 the Sch Verſe, to give the Reaſon of all this 
once: For Iſrael hath not been forſaken, nor / - 
e ©" of his God, of the Lon D of Hoſts ; though their 
d was filled with Sin, againſt the Holy One of 
e Veel. This alſo was very ſweet to me: I was 
e berſwaded, that, tho' my Soul was fill'd with Sin 
t gainſt the Holy One of Iſrael, yet, I had not been 
iſalen; no, nor ever ſhould be : becauſe Fehovab 
ce Was my God. . | : 
ey this Conſolation, the Lord was pleas'd to 
due me, he not only ſtrengthned my Faith at pre- 
þ ſent, and made me triumph over my Enemies; 


but alſo laid a further Foundation for it, in after- 
lines of Trial. | 

Upon this Victory, having been made to run 
of Wl e th. Name of the Lok p, as my ſtrong Tower f 
2 N 1 8 on 


—ů—— 


F 


neſs of, both my own Deli 
ſtruction of my Enemies: I began, as an hy 


756 2 of the © 
and from thence having had a Sight of the Sur, 


bitant of the Rock, to feng: And with a holy Scon 
as being far above the Reach of any Enemy, i 
the Triumph of Faith, I compos'd and ſung te 
Ty Lines, 


. Jenovan' 8 NM, a Wer f is: 
8 = the Nigbteous fly: 
Sa ety dwell, find perfect Bliſs, 
hich ſets them up on high. 


| Out of the Reach of Enemies, 
In Trwmph there they ſing: 

- No Evil can God's Saints ſurprize, 
That truſt under his Wing. iv 


Janovan ſcreens them from all Harm; 
Their Enemies rage in vain : | 
He'll fave them by his mighty Arm ; 
And put their Foes to pain. 


Then let the Saints for ever ſing 
In this their Hiding-Place, 

High Praiſes to their conquering KinG, 
For his amazing Grace ! 


In this Triumph of Faith, I was arched on at 
Times, notwithſtanding Things look d dark. 

About this Time, the Lord was pleas'd to an- 

thay a Requeſt I had put up to him in the Begin. 

of my Exerciſe: Which was this: That 

he would fo diſpoſe of Things in his Providence, 


as to hide me from the 00 of Tongues in removin 
me. (For I ey ſome 


ions might be 


upon me if I %%t my Buſineſs) And in . to 


is, the Lord took my Bifſmeſs away ſome tf 
0 
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before le remoy d me: Which was very effecting 
to my Soul. I ſaw, that the Lord was on his Way 
to fulfil his Promiſes: and that his ſhutting up my 
Way in that Place, was in order to open it in 
guther. Which was like Life from the Dead 


* 0 

And here I may take Notice, that the Lord was 
pleas'd to exerciſe me with one particular Providence, 
that to me look d exceeding dark; and ſeem'd utterly 
to. forbid my Removal: it ſeem'd as if it would 
make. againſt the Glory of Cad if I went. Upon 
which, I ſunk ſo low in my Faith and Expectations, 
3s to think, that I muſt never remove: nay, even 
to reſolve ſo. I thought, © Surely the Lord will 
« fulfil his Promiſes ſome other Way than what [I 
© have look'd for.” But after ſome time, the Lord 
oave me to ſec, that it was my Duty to truſt him 
with what concern'd his Glory, as well as what 
concern'd my own Happineſs ; and he enabled me 
ſo to do: and made me willing to go, and truſt un- 
der the Shadow of Jehovah's Mings for all the Hap- 
pineſs I defired, and to ſcreen me from all the Evil 
I fear d. And thoſe Words were very ſweet to 
me, Ruth ii. 11, 12. Thou haſt left thy Father and 
thy Mother and the Land of thy Nativity, and art 
come unto a People which thou kneweſt not heretofore. 
The LORD recampenſe thy Wark, and a full Reward 
be giuen thee Lg the LORD Gad of Iſrael, under 
whoſe Wings thou art come to truſt. I was from hence 
taught to truſt the Lord ; and ſweetly encouraged 
to believe that whatever I parted with for his Sake, 
and the Goſpel s, he would reſtore it, even to an 
hundred, fold in this Life: Which was attended with 
a humbling Senſe of my own Unworthineſs, while 
I admired the Riches of divine Favour to ſuch a 
Vorthleſs one as I, who came to truſt under the 
ow of "Fehevah's Wings. mi 
Ihe Diſpenſation that ſeem'd dark, did * 

2 00 
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look as if it would hinder my Removal; or at leaf 
eclipſe the Glory of it. And that Word, was often WM ut 
upon my Mind, 2 750. ii. 7. Thar, which lates, WY nc 
will let, until it be taken out of the Way. But (Ml tr 
wonderfully did the Lord work, that he made the WI L 
breaking out of that very Thing, which ſeem'd h w: 
forbid my Removal, to be the Means of its being Wl 35 
taken out of the Way, in order to my removing Wl of 
comfortably. Lo, _ are Parts of his Ways, lu ne 


how little a Portion is heard of him] Job xxvi. 14. fo 
At ſome times, when I kept my Eye upon the W 
Grace, Power, and Faithfulneſs' of the Promiſer, G 
went on in believing Expectations of the Fulfl. WW 7: 
ment of the Promiſe : At other times, when Thing ne 
look'd dark, I was often ready to be diſcouraged, : 
But it pleaſed the Lord, (I think, for about a Quarter 4 
of a Year before he removed me) to work up my L 


Heart into a full Perſwaſion, which moſt commonly . 
prevail'd, That I ſhould not fee Death, untill a1 
© had ſeen that Salvation of God, which I had been 
expecting. And that Word was much to me, 
Luke ii. 26. And it was revealed unto him by the He 
ly Ghoft, that he ſhould not ſee Death, before he hat 
ſeen the Lord's Chriſt. So, I was perſwaded, that! 
ſhould not ſee Death, before I had ſeen God's Saku 
tion in the Fulfilment of the Promiſes. And that 
Word alſo, was a great Confirmation to me, Mi, 
vii. 20. Thou wilt perform the Truth ta Jacob, tit 
Mercy promiſed from the Days of old. And that 
Word alſo, ſtrengthned me greatly, I/. lxvi. q. 
Shall I bring to the Birth, and not cauſe to bring forth? 
faith the LORD : ſhall I on to bring forth, au 
fut the Womb ? ſaith thy God. Things ſeem'd, by 
tis Time, to be brought to the Birth: In that I va 
removed out of my pleaſant Houſe, my Buſinel 
taken from me: and our Hearts quite wean'd from 
the Town. And this Scripture was of mighty 
Force to ſtrengthen my Faith, that the gt 
; Fg oo on 


Gracious Dealings of Gop, &c. 73 
ſurely perfect what he had begun; and remove me, 
notwithſtanding whatever lay in the Way. Shall J 
bring to the Birth, and not bring forth? ſaith the 
LORD : I thought, that all! that was in Fehovah, 
was engag d to do it. And the next Words, did 
as greatly ſtrengthen my Faith in the Expectation 
of future Favours, both of the upper, and of the 
nether Springs, after my Removal. Shall J bring 


forth, and ſbut the Womb ? ſaith thy God, From 


whence I ſaw, that as up as the LoRD was my 
Cad, ſo ſurely he would follow me with his Good- 
neſs, I was indeed a poor fainting Creature, and 
not without my Temptations, * That I ſhould not 
meet with what I expected, either for Soul, or 
« Body, after my Removal. But this Word of the 
Lord ſtrengthned me. And that Word alſo I had, 
with reſpect to Soul- Comfort, Iſa. li. 12. J, even 1 
am he that comforteth you. 

And one Time, when I had ſome Fears about 
outward Things, the Lord broke in upon my Heart 
with his majeſtick Love and Grace, by that Word, 
Jer. ii. 31. Have I been a Wilderneſs unto Iſrael? a 
Land of Darkneſs ? What art thou afraid to ht 
ne? ſaid the Lord. Have I ever faild thee? 
Remember how much Kindneſs I have ſhewn to 
© thee, all along, in a diſtinguiſhing Way-from 
* others, "Thou haſt ſeen my Wonders, time after 
© time. And what, afraid to truſt me now ? Doſt 
* think I will not appear for thee in another Place? 
© 1 ſhall be with thee there, as the Fountain of thy 
Supply: and do but think, what it is to have 
© Mz? and what I have been to thee already? and 
© truſt me for the future.” | 

But oh! how this kind Reproof broke my Heart 
at once, for my Unbelief, and ungrateful Carriage 
to my gracious Father! I thought, I was the vi 


of any of his Children: becauſe he ha] ſhewn ſuch 


uſtinguiſhing Kindneſs to ne. I thought, I dealt 
| D with 
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with the true and faithful Gop, who cannot deny 
_ himſelf; as we are wont, in a common Proverb, ty 
ſay we would do with the vileſt of Men, even 00 
truſt em no further than we can ſee them. Oh the 
Baſeneſs of Unbelief! 

And further, the Lord having thus ſweetly hinted 
my Unkinaneſs, he was tn! pleaſed to tell me, 
of the Riches of his Mercy, in pardoning me: in 
that Word, T/a. lv. 7. Let the Wicked forſale his 
Fay, and the unrighteous Man his Thoughts : and lit 


him return unto the LORD, and he will have Mer 


upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don, I ſaw, that tho* I was not in a wicked, un- 
righteous State ; yet I had a wicked, unrighteous 
Nature ſtill dwelling in me: which put forth itſelf 
in anſwerable Thoughts, and Ways; which I was 
Called to forſake. I faw, that it was an wnrighteus 
Thought, to think, That the faithful, gracious 
© Gop, would be worſe than his Word, or ceaſe to 
act like HiMsELF.* And thefe unrighteous, un- 
believing, hard Thoughts of mine, he call'd me to 
forſake : telling me, that he would have Merch up- 
on me, and abundantly pardon me. Oh! tr 
melted my Heart: I thought, if ever any of his 
Children needed abundant Pardon, it was Me, who 
© was fo abundantly ſinful. And the Truth is, fo 
baſe was my unbelieving, ungrateful Carriage, and 
ſo oft repeated towards my dear Father, rag, "nh 
Space between his giving, and fulfilling the 

miſes ; that if He had not been Fehovah, the Gu 
of my Mercy ; T ſhould never have been put into the 
Poſſeſſion of promis'd Favours. But this Word of 
the P/almi/?, was of great Uſe to me, on this ac. 
count, I will come into thy Houſe in the Maultitude of 
thy Mercy, Pſa. v. 7. Oh, the Multitude of C0, 
Mercy, ſwallow'd up the Multitude of my Sin! and 
| gave me Freedom of Acceſs to him, and 2 


13 
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of 0 © AAR from him, notwithſtanding all my 
Vileneſs ! | * 

Sometimes indeed, I was ready to nt in Faith, 
when I ſaw how evilly I requited the Lord for his 
Kindneſs ; and how unbecoming my Carriage was to 
my great Expectations. I ſaw, the Lord might juſt- 
ly rebuke me; and that if he dealt with me after 
my Carriage, I muſt never have what I ex 
But, Oh ! his tender Mercies, in fatherly Forgrue- 
neſs, were conſtantly flowing out towards me. 

That Word was precious to me, Zech. iii. 4. Take 
away his filthy Garments from him. And I will chath 
thee with Change of Raiment. I ſaw it a precious 
Privilege, to have an Interceſſor at the Father's 
right Hand. That Word alſo, was ſweet unto me, 

1 John i. 7. If we walk in the Light, as he is in 
the Light, we have fellnuſbip one with another, and 
the Blood of Feſus Chriſt his Son, cleanſeth us frond 
all Sm. Oh, it comforted my Heart to ſee, that 
I ſhould have Fellowſhip with Gop, in making my 
8 Requeſts to him, and He with Me, in 3 and 
6 anſwering the ſame; while the Bleed of FESUS 
a cleanſed me from all Sin ! Eo 
: And one Time in particular, I had a very great 
Senſe of my own Vileneſs, and Ingratitude, in 
miſimproving divine Kindneſs; together with an 
F overcoming Sight of the Riches of God's Grace, in 

pardoning me: Which made me rin down' as it 

were into nothing, before the Majeſty of it. I think 
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# that Word firſt broke in upon my Heart, I/a.odviie 
8 8. I knew that thou wouldft deal very treacherouſly, 
f and waſ? called a Tranſgreſjar from the Womb. And 


then, 1/a. xliii. 25. I, even I am be tbat bletteth out 
| thy Tranſgreſſions for my. own ſake, and will not re- 
er tby Sins. But oh, how 1 hath'd myſelf for 


4 all my Abominations'! I ſaw myſelf fo loathſomly 
0 unlike my near Relation to God, while he let - out 
f lis Heart-tbve upon me, that having Freedom, of 

D 2 Acceis 
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Acceſs into his Boſom, I aſk'd him, Whether he 
«* new me in this my wretched Caſe, and polluted 
Condition? Not that I queſtion'd my Relation, 
or his knowing of me as his own But I wanted him 
to tell me, what his Heart, and Thoughts were juſt 
then, when I was ſo hathſome in my own Eyes, 
And he gave me an Anſwer like HimsELF, in that 
Word, Exod. xxxiii. 12. J knew thee by Name, and 
thou ht found Grace in my Sight. But oh | how 
this melted my Heart! Then I faid, But is thy 
Grace enough for me, Lord, I have ſuch an Ocean 
© of Vileneſs in me? And he faid, My Grace is 
fefcient for thee, 2 Cor. xii. 9. Thus Grace ſuper- 
abounded over all the Aboundings of my Sin; and the 
Lord's Work went on notwithſtanding. 
And further, another Method of Employ came 
into our Minds ; which we attempted to make 
ſome Trial of: But lo, it fail d. The fit Way 
our Thoughts were upon, did not ſucceed The ſe- 
cond was under a preſent Death (Tho' that was it, 
the Lord deſign'd to make uſe of) The third came 
to nothing. But that Word bore up my Faith, 
Hof. vi. 2. Aſter two Days will he revive us, in the 
third Day he will raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in 
his Sight. I thought, what our Eye was fir/t up- 
on, and alſo this /a/f?, were the two Days of Death 
and Diſappointment we had paſs'd already : after 
which he would revive us, and the zth;rd we ſhould 
live in his Sight: Or, that the ſecond Method, which 
we had ſome Encouragement from the Lord about, 
tho” it was under a preſent Death, ſhould again be 
revived, and ſucceed. Which accordingly fell out. 
And the Lord wrought Wonders to complete the 
Call of Providence for our Removal. 
And a ſhort Time before I remov'd, Things be- 
ing ſeemingly, come to the Birth, J thought it my 
Duty to ſet ſome Time apart to ſeek the Lord, for 
the bringing them forth: for till I ſaw, That it mw 
ts 
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his Arm alone, that muſt bring Salvation. And 
accordingly, as one deſtitute of Help from any other, 
] made my Supplication to the Lord. And that 
Word was an Encouragement to me, Pſa. cii. 17. 
He will regard the Prayer of the Deſtitute, and not 
deſpiſe their Prayer. And that Word alſo was a 


great Stay to me, Ia. lvii. 13. But he that putteth 
his Truſt in ME, tall poſſeſs the Land, and fhall in- 


herit my holy Mountain. And having been helpt to pour 
out my Soul before the Lord; I waited for ſome 
gracious Intimation what he would do for me. And 
he was pleas'd to ſay, with great Power, See, I have 
hearkned to thy Voice, and accepted thy Perſon, 1 Sam. 
xxv. 35. Oh! this abundant Grace, melted my 
Heart into Thankfulneſs. I thought, That if the 
Lord had only ſaid, I have granted thy Requeſt : It 
would have been an Anſwer brimful of Grace: But 
that he ſhould add this, F accepting my Perſon ; was 
very amazing!! I thought, The Anſwer he gave 
me, not only included my preſent Deliverance, but 
additional Favours alſo : even no leſs than, taki 
me into his Boſom, and delighting to hold Communion 
with me: So great was his Grace/ 1 | 

But one Thing more, I would juſt take Notice 
of: A little before my Deliverance came, I met 
with a very great Trial. My Huſband being gone 
a Journey on Account of ſome Buſineſs, ſent me 


Word when to expe& him Home : And he, being 


prevented, ſtay'd three Days longer than he de- 
ſign d. This prov'd ſuch a Trial to me, that I 
can't well expreſs. I was terrify'd with Thoughts 
that he was Dead: and Satan and my own Unbe- 


lief ſet on me, and ſaid, See, this is the Fruit of 


* your Prayers : You thought you ſhould have been 
deliver d; but ſee what comes of praying ſa much 


* about any Thing.“ And I thought, one Part of 
his Journey might have been ſpar'd, and the Bu- 


lineſs done by Letters; which I had ſome Encourage- 
D 3 


ment 
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ment from the Lord about: But becauſe there ſeem'd 
ſome Difficulty in doing it this Way, I yielded to let 
him go to effect it. Wherefore I was afraid that the 
Lord would rebuke me, for not trufting of him, 
So what between my own Fears, and the 
aforeſaid Taunts, I was jorely Diftreſt. And ſuch 
Thoughts were apt to riſe: As if 1 could ſerve the 
Lord no longer. | N 
Thus my Dreſs came up, when I was in the 
Furnace, And the Lord was pleas'd to give me 
a humbling Sight of that baſe Hypocriſy that ftill 
- lurk'd in my Heart; which exactly agreed with 
what is ſaid of the Hypocrite, Job xxvii. 10. Hill 
be delight himſelf in the Almighty? Mill he always call 
upon God ? Which Interrogations, are ſtrong Affir- 
mations, that he will zot delight himſelf in the Al- 
mighty, ner always call upon God. Thus, while I 
thought, the Lord would grant my Requeſts, and 
ew Kindneſs to me; I could call upon God ; but 
when he ſeem' d to fhut out my Prayer, and rebuke me, 
then I was ready to fail. And the Sin of my Na- 
ture boiling up thus, juſt before I was deliver'd, I 
thought it was much like what is ſaid of the [/ra- 
elites, Pla. cvi. 7. They provek'd him, at the Sea, 
even at the Red Sega. But bleſſed be God, tho? ſuch 


was ſtill another Principle alſo, that did delight in 


this Trial. And then I thought, that I would al- 
ways call upon Gop, whether I had ſenſible Anſwers 
of wc or nt: Efteeming it my reaſonable Ser- 
vice, to glorify Gop, in his Sovereign Dominion over 
me, {which I ſaw to be the Foundation of Worſhip) 
and in his being a God hearing Prayer, by waiting 


ferring them to his fovereign Pleaſure, either to 

grant, or refuſe as He ſaw meet. Yea, my Heart 

choſe, and delighted in his Service, merely * 
| mig 


bg 


great Wickedneſs appear d in my Heart, yet there 
the LoRD: Which he was pleas'd to exerciſe by 


at his Throne continually, with all my Deſires, re- 


Pi 
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might glorify him; whether ever I had that Aduun- 
tage by it, 1 deſir d Or not. I thought, 6 It Was no 
Wonder if the Lord ſhould not give me ſuch ſen- 
« ſible Anſwers of Prayer, as he did to others of his 
« Children, fince I was the moſt unworthy of them 
all.“ Yet ftill, with Joſbua, I reſolv'd to ſerve 
him, that fo I might glorify him as the God of all 
Grace, believing him to be indeed a God hearing 
Prayer; altho* he ſhould deny me particular Requeſts. 
Thus my Soul, under the Influence of divine Grace, 
was made to deſire that God might be glorify'd 
in his Greatneſs, and Sovereignty, in doing with me 
as HE pleas d; yea, to delight in the Thoughts 
hereof: and alſo to he down in my own Shame, 
under a Senſe of my Nothingneſs and Unworthineſs. 
And fo the Lord did me good by this Trial. By ſuffering 
Sin to break out in my Heart, he ſhew'd me the 
Hypecriſy of my old Nature, by exerciſing the 
Graces of his own Spirit, he prov'd the Sin. 
cerity of the new Creature. | 
And further, He did not leave me comfortle/s in 
diſconſolate Circumſtances, but was graciouſly 
pleas'd to revive my finking Spirits, by giving me 
freſh divine Cordials ; I mean, the freſh Application 
of the Life-giving Words of his Mouth : One of 
which was, Bla. XXX1. 19. O how great is thy Good- 
neſs which thou haſt laid up for them that fear thee ; 
which thou haſt wrought for them that truſ? in the; 
before the Sons of Men! From this I was made to f 
believe, that his Goodneſs, that Goodneſs I had g 
been expecting, was ſtill a Goodneſs laid up for me, ; 
very fecure ; and fhould erelong, be a Goodnefs | 
wrought out too, which when it was accompliſh'd, _ if 
would be fo admirable, that as one aſtoniſh'd in the 1 
Review, I ſhould cry out, Oh how great is thy 9 
Goodneſs ! Theſe Words alſo reviv'd me: Ligbt is 
ſown for the Righteous, and Gladneſs for the Upright 1 
in Heart, Pſa, xcvii. 11. Weeping may endure for a 
| D 4 Night, 
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Night, but Joy cometh in the Morning, Pſa, xxx, 5. 

I thought, It was now NMigöt- Sea ſon with me, but 
© there was a Morning to come; and that this might 
| © be the 4% Trial 1 ſhould meet with, before He- 
© liverance ſprang in; and that it might be thus 
« darkeſt, juſt before Day-breat.” And theſe Words 
of an Hymn, were very precious to me: 


« And when this diſmal Night is ſpent, 
© *'will be a glorious Morn.” 


1 thought a Morning without Clouds, was juſt at 
Hand; that would appear very glorious ; like clear 
Shining after Rain. I was made to look upon my- 
ſelf, being ſet on work to draw the Chariots of God's 
Promiſes and Providences, relating to this Removal, 
to be like a Company of Hor ſes as Chriſt compares 
his Spouſe, Song i. 9. And anſwerably hereto, I be 
thought, It was no Wonder if L met with now " 
© and then a Shugh that requir'd the Extenſion of 
« all my Strength; the Exerciſe of all my Graces, 0 
« to get thro. And J thought, The preſent Trial tc 
I was under, was the /a/? Pull I ſhould have; that | 
when once I got up this Hill of Difficulty, my 
Way would be all ſmooth and pleaſant ; that, as 
one having obtain d the Victory, I ſhould rw 
© away with the Conqueſt.“ And as I thought, 
ſo it was. Another Word alſo that ſtrengthned me 
while the Trial laſted, was, 1 Sam. xi. 13. There 
ſhall not a Man be put to Death this Day : for to Day 
the LORD hath wrought Salvation in Iſrael. And 
likewiſe what David ſaid, 2 Sam. xix. 22. Shall 
there a Man be put to Death this Day in Iſrael? for 
do not I know, that I am this Day King over Iſrael! 
Now, as both theſe Kings, would not ſuffer a Man 
to be put to Death, in that Day the Lord had 
wrought Salvation for *em, leſt they ſhould obſcure 
the Glory of it: So I thought, The Lord would 
not ſuffer my Huſband to die ; which was the TAE 

| | Was 


= 
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e was afraid of, becauſe it was the Day of God's 
« Salvation, Which I had ſo long expected; that fo 
« the Glory of it might not be eclipſed, nor my 
« Rejoicing in it hindred.*” Thus, ſometimes 1 
went on in Faith, at other Times I was preſt down 
with F-ars ; which beſet me every Night, when I 
look'd for his Coming, and was ſtill diſappointed. But 
uſually, Faith got the Victory over Fears, and laid 
me to et in divine Faithfulneſs. 

But, a little while before he came, I was ready 
to ſinł with Fear that he was drowned; the Waters 
being out. And ſo weak was, that I went to fetch 
a News-paper with a Deſign to read it, to ſee if it 
gave Account of any Perſon that was drowned that 
Week. And when I had got it, I ſought the Lord, 
before I attempted to read it: That if I ſhould 
© meet with any ſuch Thing in it, I might be ena- 
© bled to bear it to his Glory' And this Word 
dropt upon my Mind, I think, before I took it up 
to read it, He that belicveth, ſhall not make haſte, 
If. xxviii. 16. And the Lord ſhew'd me, That it 
was my Duty to wait on /?:// to fee his Salvation; 
and that I was departing from Him in attempting 
to read this Paper, to fee if there was any Perſon 
drowned, when he had told me, That he ſhould 
not die. By this the Lord humbled me for my Un- 


belief, and revived my Faith again in his Promiſes, 


Which made me very thankful to him. And J laid 
ade the Paper without Reading of it, being tran- 
ſcendently better fatisſy'd, by looking over divine 
Mercy and Faithfulneſs, than I could have been by 


any Thing I ſhould have met with there. And 


then again I began to 7:j51co e, in the LORD, 


Gia te joy in the God cf 705 Safoatiom, aithe the Fig- 
tree did not bloſſom, nor Fruit «was fand in the Vine: 
mere being nothing to feed Sent. 

And lo, while I was e exerci;'d, my Huſband 
came Home. But when I faw him, ſurely. I was 


> + like 
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like the Dy/eiples, when they ſaw the Lord, Thy 
believed not for Foy, and wondred, Luke xxiv. 41. 
I could ſcarce believe my Eyes, for Joy and Wander, 
Surely I may ſay, as Jacob concerning E ſau, that 
I ſaw his Face, as the Face of God, Gen. xxxiii, 10, 
Oh, what an overcoming Sight, was that divine 
Mercy and Faithfulneſs, that attended the ſeveral 
Circumſtances of his Journey, and his ſafe Return! 
Now the Day-ſpring began to viſit me, the glo- 
rious Mom brake, and the Light of m bug 2 
Deliverance, advanc d ſwiftly. Every Thing that 
hindred, was removed out of the Way, and the Call 
of Providence compleated: The Houſe we liv'd in 
aiſpos d of without any Loſs, and another provided 
immediately, And I ſaw the Loxn in all this: ac- 
cording to that Promiſe I had receiv'd ſome time 
before, to encourage me in waiting on for his Ap- 
pearance, Hof. vi. + Then fhall we know, A we 
follow on to know the LoRD. Another Time allo, [ 
was earneſtly deſirous, not only for Deliverance, 
but to ſee the Lord in it: and that Promiſe was 
given me for Anſwer, Matt. v. 8. Bleſſed are the 

ure in Heart: for they ſhall ſee Gop. And now 
I ſaw him indeed! In the Glory of his Mercy, 
Love, Grace, Power and Faithfulneſs! 

With Foy I left the Town : according to that Pro- 
miſe, 1 IV. 12. Ye ſhall go out with Joy, and be 
ld forth with Peace: the Mountains and the Hills ſhal 
break forth before you into ſinging. And as we wWas 
journeying, we met with a little Difficulty : but 
that Word carried me thro' triumphantly, and made 
me believe that we ſhould be ſafely preſerv'd thro 
all the Difficulties of the Way, Num. xxill. 21. 
The Loxp his God is with him, and the Shout of © 
King is among them. And ſome ſweet Communion 
I hid with the Lord, by the Way: I heard the 
Voice of νf EJved, ſaying unto me, riſe up, My 


Lone, 145 fair One, and come away, Hor lo, the 
: inter 
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Winter is paſt, the Rain is over and gone. The Flowers 
appear on the Earth, the Time of the ſinging of Birds 
js come, and the Voice of the Turtle is heard in our Land, 
Bong ii. 10, 11. 12. And the Lord ſaid, Ae what 
1 ſhall give thee, 2 Chron. i. 7. And my Soul an- 
ſwer d, Loxp, Thy Great SELF! Communion 
with THEE, is what my Soul deſires.” And the 
Anſwer I receiy'd, was, I any Man ſerve me, him 
will my Father honour. And he that loveth me, ſhall 
be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will 


manifeſt myſelf to him. And we will come unto him, 


and make our Abode with him, John xii. 26. and xiv, 
11 £2 


At length I was ſafely brought to my Journeys 


End. But oh, how I wondred at divine Kindneſs, 


when my Beloved brought me Home! Is it jo! 
thought I, What, has HE loud me hither / I can't 
* the heavenly Pleaſures, and amazing Joys, 
ich fill'd my Heart in the Review of this Appear- 

ance of the Lord for me. | | 
And when the King brought me into his Banqueting- 
houſe, his Banner over me was Love. He entertain'd 
me with his rich Kindneſs. The firſt Lord's Day 
[ heard Mr. G----7, he preach'd in the Morning, 
from Song i. 4. Draw me, we will run after thee * 
the King hath brought me into his Chambers : we will 
be glad and rejoice in thee, we will remember thy Love 
more than Wine the upright love thee. From theſe 
Words, he ſhew'd, The peculiar Kindneſs of 
Chriſt, the royal Bridegroom of the Church, in 
bringing her into his Chambers. By which he ap- 
prehended, The bringing her into intimate C:24- 
munon and Familiarity with himſelf, opening to her 
the Secrets of his Heart : which fills the Spouſe with 
unſpeakable Joy and Gladneſs. This he look'd 
upon to be much the ſame with what is promis'd 
Fſa. xly. 14, 15. She ſtall be brought unts the King 
n Raiment of Needle-work : the Virgins her Con:pa- 
Witsy 
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nions that folluio her, ſhall be brought unto thee : With 
Gladneſs and Rejoicing ſhall they be brought : they ſhall 
enter into the King's Palace. And while he was open- 
ing the Glory hereof, the Lord brought this Word, 
with Power to my Heart, Luke iv. 21. This Day is 
this Scripture fulfiPd in your Ears ! Oh! I ſaw, that 
this very Day, or the preſent Diſpenſation of Fa- 
vour I was under, in bringing me into that Palace 
of the King; was the very ſame with what he was 
ſpeaking of, concerning the Spouſe, the Queen, 
being brought into the Chambers, the Palace of the 
King, with Gladneſs and Rejoicing : Which now my 
Soul was full of ! And then was I in his Eyes as one 
that found Favour, Song vill. 10. 

Being now got into Canaan, I may give a Hint 
of the Goodneſs of the Land. And like literal Ca- 
naan, it was, An exceeding good Land. A pleaſant 
Land. A Land flowing with Milk and Honey. A 
Land of Hills, and Valleys that drinketh Mater of the 
Rain of Heaven: A Land that Fehovah careth far, 
and his Eyes are upon it, from the Beginning L the 
Year to the End thereof. A Land of Brooks of Water, 
of Feuntains, and Depths that ſpring out of Valleys and 
Hills. A Land wherein Bread is eaten without Scarce- 
meſs, &c. Num. xiv. 7. Pſa. cvi. 24. Exed. iii. 8. 

Dent; Xi. 11, 12, * vill. 7, c. And as all this 
was literally true of /iteral Canaan, ſo did J find it 
eminently true, in a ſpiritual Senſe, concerning this 
Land of Promiſe, | was now in Poſſeſſion of. 

Which filled my Soul with joyful Wonder, that 
* the Lines ſbeuld fall unto me in ſuch pleaſant Places, 
and that it ſhould be my Lot to have ſuch a goody 
Heritage, Pſa. xvi. 6. Here I feaſted upon the 
rich Proviſions of Free-Grace, and delightfully drank 
of that River, the Streams whereof made glad the City 
of God, Pſa. xxxvi. 8. and xlvi. 4. The Glory of 

OD, and of the LAB, did lighten the City where 
I dyelt, Kev. xxi. 23. And a pleaſant Thing it 

was 
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was for my ſpiritual Eyes to behold the Sun, Eccleſ. 
xi. 7. Or, the Glory of Gop, as the God of all 
Grace, ſhining in the Face of Jesus CHRIS, 
2 Cor. iv. 6. Glad J was, as a poor freezing Crea- 
ture, in my Nature-Coldneſs, and Hardneſs, to get 
thus near the Sun of Righteouſneſs ; whoſe penetra- 
ting Rays, warm'd my cold Soul, and melted my 
hard Heart. A weak, fainting, wounded Creature 
I was; and therefore glad to fit down under the 
ftrengthening, reviving Influences of his healing Wings. 
A black Creature I was, and therefore glad to get 
within the Shine of that Sun, which transforms all it 
looks upon, into the ſame Image, and makes em 
ſhine forth in its own Glory. My royal Bridegroom 
made a Feaſt for me; a Love-Communion- Feaſt it 
was: That was glorious in its Proviſions, glorious in 
its Diſtributions, and glorious in its Society: The 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghojt, holding Communion 
with /inful Worms] Rejoycing over em to do them 
good, cauſing them to drink of royal Wine in Abun- 
dance; that ſo they might forget their Poverty, and 
remember their Miſery no more] But what ſhall I fay ? 
Mords fail to ſet forth ſpzritual Glory; it being un- 
ſpeakable ! It's only that Eye that has ſeen it, that 
can take in the true Idea of it: That Palate alone 
that has ta/ted it, knows its Sweetneſs, Let them 
then that are ſpiritual, judge of the Goodneſs of Im- 
manuel's Land, from what themſelves have taſted of 
its Milk and Honey ; by which their Eyes have been 
enlighten d in this Matter, 1 Sam. xiv. 29. | 

And not only was I favour'd with /p:ritual Privi- 
leges, but with outward Enjoyments too : The Lord 
took Care of me as to this Life, according to his 
faithful Word. -Bleſſead be the LORD God, the 
Cd of Iſrael, who only doth wondrous Things. And 
bleſſed be his glorious Name for ever, and let the whale 
Earth be filled with his Glory Amen, and Amen, 
Fſa. Ixxii. 18, 19, 

And 
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And new, having r ſome Account ef my 
obtaining this great Mercy, I would take a ſhort 
Review of the ſeveral Graces of the Spirit, which 
were exercis'd herein: Which bear ſome Analogy 
unto par Lord > "he 57 Spouſe, 8 i. 9. 
even to a Company of Hor ſes. I have compared thee 
O my Love, E 4 of Horſes, 1 Pharial)s 
Chariots. 17 
This Seripture was open'd, and apply d to me, 
by the pit as near as I can remember, a little 
while before this Exercife began about my Removal: 
And was of great Uſe, both for my Inſtruction and 
Conſolation, at Times, all the while my Exerciſe 
lafted. From theſe Words I was taught, 
Fs 'T hat our Lord compares the whole Church, 
eollectively, in Regard to its ſeveral Members, unto 
a Company of Hor ſes. „ | 
Secondly, That every particular Believer is ſo com- 
par d, in reſpe& of the ſeveral Graces of his Spirit 
wrought in them. | 
Thirdly, That both all the Saints, and al] their 
Graces, have their proper Work aflign'd them. 
Which, according to the Compariſon here, is to 
draw, like Chariot- rh 35 | | 
Fourthly, That the Saints ſhould draw together, 
and that the ſeveral Graces of each Saint ſhould be 
Jointly exerciſed; and run together, as Chariot- 
Horſes go by Pairs, drawing together the ſame 
Chariot. | ER 
Fifth, The high Value of the Saints, and the 
Morih of all their Graces; in that they are com- 
par'd unto Horſes in the Chariots of Pharoab, or unto 
King's Chariot-Horſes ; as being the 5% of that 
Kind they are compar'd to. 
S:xthly, That they are ſo compar'd, 1. For 
Beauty, and Excellency. 2. For Order, and Uſe- 
fulneſs. And, 3. For Strength, and Courage. All 


which are to be ſeen in King's aaa” ; 
| | ut 


t 
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But eſpecially in the Chariot-Horſes of KING 
JESUS. And, ; : 

Seventhly, That the Charits of King Jeſus, 
which his Horſes draw, are his Promiſes, and Pro- 
vidences ; in which HE rides forth, for his Honour, 
| to take his Pleaſure, and to do his Work. 
| And being taught thus far, the next Thing 1 

wanted, was to take a particular Vieto of thoſe ſe+ 
veral Graces, the Holy Spirit had wrought in me, 
upon which Account I was compared to a Company 
of Horſes, &c. For it was the particular Application 
of it to me, that moſt affected me: I have compar'd 
thee, &c. And the ſeveral Graces I was inſtructed 
into, which, like ſo many Pair of Horſes, ſhould 
run together, or be jointly exercis'd, in drawing the 
Chariots of God's gracious Promiſes, and ſpecial Pro- 
vidences, were theſe : ' 


hats "i ar „ 


Faith, Love. 

Hope, | Joy. 

Humility, and Patience. 
Self-Denial, | Godly Fear. 

Zeal for God's Glory, -(Goſpel Repentance, 


I did not at once, ſee all theſe Graces to be of 
Ufe to draw the Chariots : Tho? for Order's Sake, 
I place them together. The Lord knew what Exer- 
ciſe he had appointed for me, and therefore was 
pleas d to inſtruct me beforehand, what was my 
Duty, and his Deſign. And when he ſet me on 
Work to draw thoſe Promiſes and Providences, re- 
lating to my Removal, this Scripture, thus open'd, 
was of great Uſe to me. 5 

The Lord has not ſaid to the Seed of Jacob, ſeek ye 
me in vain ; Nor ſhall the Exerciſe of any Grace be 
fruitleſs. They who, in this Reſpect, ſow to the 
Spirit, ſhall undoubtedly reap an anſwerable Crop. 

Not that there is any Worth in the Exerciſe of 
theſe 
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theſe Graces, which deſerves the Mercies they ob- 
tain. For when we have dome all, we are but unpro- 


fitable Servants, We can deſerve nothing for our 
Service, becauſe we owe all that we are capable of 


God, will not ſuffer our Labour to be in vain: 
Nor will he be wnrighteous to his own Promiſe, in 
forgetting his People's Mort of Faith, and Labour of 
Love. Now then, as to the Exerciſes of theſe 
Graces. | 

1 found Faith, and Love, run together in obtain- 
ing theſe Promiſes. Faith in the Fulneſs of Chriſt's 
Grace, Wiſdom, Power, and Faithfulneſs; as every 
Way fit to fave me out of all my Diſtreſſes, and 
to the Utmoſt of all my Deſires. And Love alſo, 
in vehement Longing after my abſent Bridegroom, 
Nor did they draw the Promiſes only, but the pro- 
vidential Fulfilment of them too: Until which happy 
Day, Faith /aw em afar off, and in its renewed 


them. 

Again, Hope, or earneſt Expectation of the Ful- 
filment of the Promiſe, with its Concomitant, 7%, 
ſweetly drew together. 

Further, Humility, under a deep Senſe of my 
great Unworthineſs of ſuch high Favours, together 
with Patience, or quiet waiting the Lord's Time of 
appearing for me, was another Pair of Graces 
put to Exerciſe. | 

Again, I found Se Denial, crofling the Intereſts 
of the Fleſh, and godly Fear, or reverential Obe— 
dience, running together with it. 

Once more, Zeal for God's Glory, in ſeeking the 
Fulfillment of his faithful Promiſes, and in bearing 
a Teſtimony for God, in the Face of all the Ene- 
mies which oppos'd, together with Goſpe;-Repentarce, 
or mourning for, Hatred of, and turning from 4 
under 


doing ; and it's but c Duty. But yet our gracious 


Exerciſe, was perſuaded of em; and Love embrac'd 
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under a Manifeſtation of free Pardon, kindly 
wrought in me. IT I | 

And as Horſes, that run in the Winter- Sea ſon, may 
ſometimes meet with ſuch difficult Way, that re- 
quires the Extenſion of all their Strength to keep on 
the Road; ſo it was with all theſe Graces. Some- 
times one was try d, ſometimes another. And I could 
eaſily diſcern, how Faith, and Love, Hope, and 
Foy, Self- Denial, and Godly Fear, were Chariot- 
Hor ſes. But when I was come into the Deep of my 
own Unworthineſs, and ſaw that Contrariety that was 
in me to every Grace, and the Lord ſtay'd longer than 
I thought of; and I was told, that I had made my 
Boaſt of him in vain: Then my Strength began to 
fail me; and I thought, here are the Horſes now? 
How am I like 4 Company of Horſes ? Surely I 
can't draw the Chariots now.' But then I was 
helped to cry to Him that gives the Horſe his 
Strength, that he would renew my Strength, for the 
Work he call'd me to. Which he was graciouſly 
pleas'd to do: And e're I was aware, Humility, 
and Patience, Zeal for God's Glory, and Goſpel-Re- 
pentance, were ſet on Work: And the Lord ſhew'd 
me, that theſe were Horſes, and of Uſe to draw the 
Chariots, as well as the other. 
Thus J have given a large Account of my being 
brought to -. But after I had been there 
ſome Time, Things ſeem'd to work as if the Lord 
was about to remove me from thence: Which 
prov'd a great Trial to me. And ſome brief Hints 
of the Exerciſe of my Mind under. it, I ſhall next 
give. 5 | 

This great Mercy, of my being brought to -h, 
and put into the Po//zfion of thoſe promis'd Fa- 
vours, which I fo lang pray d for; became exceeding 
dear to me. And the Frame of my Soul, tho' in a 
ſpiritual, and higher Way, may be compar'd to that 
of a fond, affectionate Mother: Who hugs her Soar 
ave 
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Babe in her Arms, being exceeding loth to part 
with it; not only from thoſe living Pleaſures the has, 
and hopes from her living Child; but alſo from her 
Heart's being more endeared to it, by the Remem- 
brance of all that Pain and Sorrow, Labour and 
Travail ſhe was at to bring it forth. So that now 
having the Child in her Arms, bound to her Heart 
by various Ties, if but a Thought of /efing it makes 
an Approach, at once it ſeems to bring a double 
Death on her Joys. 

I can think of nothing in $f 2 that can ſo 
repreſent the Frame of mn Min, with reſpett 
— Mercy, as this Similitude doth. So that hay- 
ing the Babe in my Arms, the Enjoyment of which 
afforded me living Pleaſures, together with the Re- 
membrance of its being the Fruit of the Travail of 
my Soul, im Tears and firong Cries ; yen, the Fruit 
of the Travail of Chris Soul: (For not only the 
Elect themſelves, but all thoſe AZerc:es and Hawes 
which are the Fruits of the Father's Grace, was the 
comprehenſive Birth, his travelling Soul brought forth) 


I look'd upon this Child of Promiſe, and my Heart 


was #nit to it. I view'd the beautiful Birth, u 
the Off- ſpring of the Father's Grace, the Fruit of 
the Son's Death, and glorious Interceſſion for me # 
bove : And alſo as the Fruit of my own Prayers, that 
went up to the Father, in the Beloved's Name. 
And oh, how my Soul clave to it 
Whereupon, my Father, ſeeing the Hild ſo der 
to me, was graciouſly pleas'd to try me, whether 
J would be willing to part with it; by appearing 
in his Providence, as if he was about to take # 
me. 


But oh, the Yerning of Bowwels my Soul felt! 1 


run to my Father's Boſom, and pray'd him to have 
Compaſſion on me. I told my Lord Jeſus, that he 
knew what it was to have þis Heart endear'd to the 
Fruit of the Travail of $is Soul; to a full Roe 
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tion, that none ſhould pluck them out of his Hands, 
nor rob em of a Mercy he % for. And I intreat- 
ed him, by all that Dearneſs, the Mercy I aſk'd for, 
ſtood in, both to him and me, that he would con- 
tinue his Loving- Kindneſs. Humbled under a Senfe 
of my non Vileneſs, acknowledging his Juſtice, if 
he ſhould / nite the Child dead, and yet pleading bis 
free Promiſes, his unchangeable Grace, and infinite 
Patience; my Soul treated the Mercy might be 
ſpar d. Under a Senſe of the Difficulties which 
ſeem'd to occur, I fled to his infinite Wiſdom, to 
find out Ways to glorify hmſelf, and ſave me. 
Sometimes I put my Cauſe into his Hand, as my 
Friend in the Court above ; and could for a while, 
ret in his Management; while I view'd all his me- 
diatory Works, as honourable and glorious, Pal. Cxi. 3. 
At other Times, ſo vehement were my Deſires for 
the Continuation of the Mercy, that I could ſcarce - 
bear a Thought of parting with it. I can't expreſs 
the Frames my Soul was in, thro' the Greatneſs of 
oppreſfing Fear. I liken'd myſelf to a Man can- 
dem d, whoſe Heart was Harden d, and ſhut up un- 
der the Terrors of his Sentence; who, yet, upon a 
Pardon being granted, would preſently be melted 
into Tears. So I thought, that tho my Heart was 
Hut up at Times, that I could not pray for the Mer- 
2 under the Greatneſs of oppreſſing Fear, leſt it 
ould not be granted; yet, that if the Lord ſhould 
give it me again, and bring me News of a Pardon 
for all my Unkindneſs, in being unwilling to part 
with what He call'd for; it would foon melt my 
Heart, and make my Soul aſham'd of my ungrate- 
ful Carriage (which doubtleſs was very finful) for 
winch I was many Times grieved. And ſome Hopes 
that I ſhould obtain my Deſire, made me long to 
glorify God in the mean Seaſon. Oh! I have 
thought, * That I could not be contented with hav- 
ing the Mercy granted angw, unleſs I was help'd 
. « to 
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© to glorify God, while it ſeem'd to hang in Su. 
« penſe, by being willing to part with it, if He plea. 
ſed. For I faw Abundance of baſe Ingratitude, and 
vile Unbelief, in being both to give up the Mercy in- 
to my Father's Hand, for Fear he ſhould take it 
from me: Which reflected the greateſt Diſhonour 


upon his gracious Heart. At Times, indeed, ] ws, 


help'd to commit it to him, and truft it in his Hang: 
Believing that HE was infinitely more concern'd for 
me, than I could be for myſelf. But, alas, at other 
Times, I was ready to pluck it back, and be afraid 
to truſt the Lord: Which griev'd my Soul, that! 
ſhould carry it ſo unkindly to my deareſt Friend, 
Oh how apt are we to make Idols of our fair Jewels, 
of our Lord's Silver, and his Gold ! | 
Whereupon, my Heart was drawn out to aſk two 
- Requeſts of the Lord. The ft was, that Hr 


would enable me to glorify him, by giving up the 


Mercy into his Hands.“ The ſecond, that he 
© would glorify himſelf, in giving it again, if he 


© pleas'd,* The which I attempted, with a Soul full 


of Burden, but was ſoon ſet at Liberty to ſpeak my 
Heart to him. And before I had done my Requeſts, 
I receiv'd, in Part, a gracious Anſwer of the fit 
For while I was bewailing my Ingratitude, in the Re- 
membrance of his Kindneſs, that particular Inſtance 
of it, in his giving his only Son for me, was brought 
to my Mind ; and my Heart, in ſome Meaſure, 
chang'd into the Image of that Love: Even to give 
up this Mercy, which was as an only Child, the deareſt 
and neareſt of outward Favours, I ever enjoy 
Soon after this, the Glory of God, as the End of my 
Being, was brought to my Mind: And this Thought 
drew on my Heart to Reſignation: That now | 
© had an Opportunity to glorify God, in giving up? 
« Mercy that was the deargſi I ever had, or might 


© have in this World.“ And my Heart, out of 


Love to God's Glory, not ſo much in the View 
ft : 
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of his Graciouſneſs, in giving me a Mercy back a- 

ain, as ſometimes I have experienced, but in pure 

Five to his Glory, was drawn out to deſire to make 

a Surrender of it to him. And tho' I found ſome 
Backwardneſs, yet I was drawn on to do it thus : 

Lord, take the Mercy; do with it juſt as thou 
« pleaſeſt : Slay it, if thy Glory lies here: I now re- 
« ſign it up, into the Boſom of infinite Grace, Wiſ- 
«dom, Power, and Faithfulneſs: Now, Father, 
« Ghrify thyſelf, which Way thou pleaſeſt.' 

And a great Value for God's Glory was rais'd in 
my Soul. I thought, What is my Being, or all 
« my Enjoyments, in Compariſon of God's Glory / 
« Surely, they are but as nameleſs Nothings ! * 

And as my Heart was drawn out to give up its 
deareſt Intereſt to God's Glory, with ſome Delight 
and Pleaſure; ſo my Soul was griev'd, that my Love 
and Zeal did burn with no more vehement a Flame. 


But I was help'd to make this Act of Reſignation in 


the Name of Chriſt; and to look for all its Accep- 
tance, as it went up to the Father, in the Perfections 
of my re/igning Head. Who, in the greateſt Act of 
ignation that ever was, brake forth, with a ot 
my Will, but thine be done. Oh how vehement was the 


Flame of Chri/?'s Love, to his Father's Glory, when 


He thus reſign'd himſelf up to his flaming Wrath ! 


Chrifts Surrender, was made in the Fulneſs of the 


Holy Ghoſt's Fire: Mine, was but an aſcending 
Spart, in Chriſt's vehement Flame! And bleſſed be 
God, for this Way of Acceptation. 8 hl 


My Soul being thus reſign'd to God's Glory, I 


found a pleaſurable Satisfaction in the Review: And 


judg'd it far better to glorify God, than merely to 


enjoy him; under the Bare Notion of my Happi- 


neſs conſiſting in that Enjoyment. And ſurely, if 


we were ingenuous, we ſhould caſt the Drop of our 
Happineſs, into the infinite Ocean of God's Glory : 
| Accounts 


= 
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Accounting his Glory, our higheſt Happineſs, What. 
ever he doth with us. | - 
And further, in this Worſhip of my Lord, ny 
Heart was wrought up in ſome Meaſure, into an 
Holy e of what I had reſign'd; with 
reſpe to any Peremptorineſs in my Requeſts for the 
Re- obtaining of it. My Soul earneſtly deſired, 
that I might call nothing my own, but 2 great 
'SELF! And that I might always cleave to H II. 
as the eternal Fountain and Well-Spring, of all my 
Pleaſures. And yet all this conſiſtent with the 
1 of Deſires of the Mercy, if it might not thwart 
18 Glo | 


Quickly after I had reſign'd the Mercy, that 
Word was brought with great Power to my Heart, 
Gen. xxii. 16, 17. By my SELF have 1 ſworn, ſaith 
the Lokd, That in Bleſſing, I will bleſs ther, and 
in multiplying, I will multiply thee. It was ſpiritual 


Fruit mrs and Faithfulneſs, my Faith apprehended 
- "0 a 


romiſe. And Oh what a Security of theſe 

did I ſee, while the Lord open'd unto me his Cove- 
nant-Engagements, as having ſworn by his own 
Great SELF! By my SELF have I ſworn, &c. 9. d. 
© By all that is in ME, by all the Perfections of m 
Mature As, Love, Grace, Mercy, Wiſdom, 
© Power, Faithfulneſs, &c. That in Bleſſing, 1 wil 
0 o thee.” Oh! here I ſaw, that ALL that ws 
in Gop, was engaged to do me Good; that Hz 
took all his Motives from within HIMSELF to blel 
me, and that all Covenant-Bleſſings were abſolutely, 


and eternally ſecured to me in the Unchangeablenel | 


of JeHovan, in all the infinite Glories of his 
Great Being! And this notwithſtanding all my 
Unworthineſs, Vileneſs, &c. For if ALL that ws 
in Gop, was ſufficient to make me bleſſad, ſhould 
not want Bleſſedneſs. But, oh ! the Heart-meltings 
contra Heart- attracting Nature of this Dif 
covery | What wonderful Glory did I _ jt 
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What Power did my Soul feel What Joys then 
flld my Heart! I put it among the 5% Times I 
have enjoy d in this World. 5 

But tho' I was ſweetly reſign'd into the Will of 
God at this Seafon, yet at other Times I was 
greatly diſtreſt. Still Things ſeem'd to work for 
my Removal. And that which moſt tried me, was, 
the Promiſes I had of the Continuation of the Mer- 
cy, when yet Providence ſeem'd to thwart them. 
I thought they muſt have been A 
by preventing my going away at all, from that 
Place. But this B the Took in them, was, 
{as I have ſeen fince) To aſſure me, that the Mercy 
ſhould not be taken away (or in the leaſt touched 
as to the Right of it; nor altogether as to the Enjoy 
ment of jt : But that, in great Grace, I ſhould ftill 
poſſeſs it, notwithſtanding all my Unworthinels, 
and Provocations. Theſe Promiſes anſwer d the 
End for which they were brought, viz. To com- 
fort my Soul while the Mercy ſeem'd to hang in 
duſpenſe : And alſo to aſſure me of my future En- 
joyments of it: Altho' my Pans Enjoyment was 
to be interrupted for a Seaſon. Which being for wie 
Ends, concealed from me then, did afterwards very 
much try me. And therefore, 

V. The next Step of Providence, I ſhall take 
ſome Notice of, is, The Lord's Removing me 
from N-, to . | 
When this firſt appear d, I was very wwil/ing to 
it: I uſed ny Intereſt at the Throne, and pray d 
Chriſt to uſe his, to prevent it: (which was not in 
vain in the End, but brought the Mercy to me in 
a greater Glory) but at preſent, all ſeem'd be in 
Vain, The Promiſes I had from the Lord, that the 

ercy ſhould not be taken away from me, (by rea- 
. fon of my limiting Him, as to the exact Time, 
and Manner of their Fulfilment) did alſo Heighten 
my Trial. For theſe ſeem'd to be in vain _ 

| An 
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And tho I had been enabled to reſign the Mercy up 
to the Lord; yet I was not without Hopes that 


be would ſtill continue it, but now it ſeem'd to be 


quite taken away from me. I looked for Light, 
but behold Darkneſs! Things work'd ſo contrary to 
my Expectation, that I knew not what to make of 
them. But my Mind was ſomewhat ſtay'd, by the 
Lord's ſaying unto me, I am thy God, Iſa. xli. 10. 
_ © I am thy God ſtill: Thou may'ſt be ſure of that, 
© tho' thou knoweſt not what I am doing with thee 
© in the Depths of my Providence.“ And when J 


was afraid that the Lord would take the Mercy from 


me, on account of my Sin, that Word was 
brought to my Heart with Power, unto much 
Sweetneſs, Peace, and Soul-melting, I/. xliii. 25. 
J, even I am HE that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſuns 
for mine own Sake, and will not remember thy Sins, 
That Word alſo was ſome Stay to me, Fer. xxxi, 
17. There is Hope in thine End, ſaith the Lokp, 
But for the moſt Part I was fill'd with Diftreſs. 

And down I went to //----, before I had been 


at Wh a full Year. Thus thort-lived was my 


ſweet Enjoyments, and my Mind was in great Hea- 
vineſs. But I was ſomewhat refreſh'd in the Views 
of that Glory reſerved in Heaven for me. Oh! 
thought I, How much Glory has my Soul drank 
1 in this World! And yet is as thir/ty as ever. 
« But there's Glory enough laid up for me, to ſatisfy 
my vaſt Deſires to an endleſs Eternity. And when 
once I get Home, I ſhall never 4% my Enjoy- 
ments, or be turn'd out of Doors more !* But for the 
preſent, my Miſimprovement of the great Favours 
I lately enjoy'd, made me fear that the Lord (3s 


Mr. Rutherford's Phraſe is) had << Caſt me over the 
Dike of the Vineyard, as a dry Tree.“ But oh 
the Temptations which beſet me, while the Ene- , 
mies, Satan, and Unbelief triumph'd over me, with 
a Where is now thy Ged? What's become of thy 
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« Faith and Hope now ? Where are the Promiſes 
thou thought'ſt would have prevented thy coming 
« hither? And as thou haſt miſapprehended them 
concerning this Diſpenſation, thou may'ſt as well 
© have been mz/taken in all thoſe thou haſt had about 
« thy eternal State.” Thus the Enemies would 
fain have improved my preſent, Diſtreſſes, to have 
driven me into far greater. But the Lord 
ſtrengthened me to reſiſt Satan, ſtedfaſt in the Faith. 
And that Word was very precious to me, Col. i. 5. 
For the Hope which is laid up for you in Heaven. 
From which I had a freſh View of that glorious In- 
heritance, the Olje of my Hope, as ſecurely laid 
1h for me in Heaven, whatever Trials I might paſs 
thro in this World. And this helpt me patiently 
to endure my preſent Afflictions. But tho' 7½15 
Temptation to queſtion my eternal State, was, thro” 
divine Kindneſs, ſoon vanquiſh'd: Yet there was 
another with which I was terribly aſſaulted : and it 
laſted, for a great while, at times: viz. + Ihat 
© I was an outcaſt, in reſpect of God's Manifeſta- 
„tive Favour, that the Lord had forgotten me, as 
. © to that loving Kindneſs which, in a wonderful 
© Manner, had wont to be extended towards me, 
in all my times of Diſtreſs.” But ſomething of the 
kind Succours I received from the Lord under 15 
Temptation, may be ſeen in a Letter that I wrote 
to Mr. G---t, when I had been at. -, near two 
Months : Which was as follows, | 


Dear and honour*d Brother, 
Received your Letter with Gladneſs, and thank- 
tully own your Kindneſs therein. I bleſs the 
Lord, I was refreſhed by what you wrote. And 
am made to rejoice, . with Wonder, that the Carc- 
ful, Gracious Eyes of the LoRD, are conſtantly fixt 
«pon me, always waztiag to be Gracious to me in 
al Caſes and Places: and therefore in his, ſo that 
E I need 
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I need not fear any Enemy that may beſet me, 
nor any Want that may attend me. And if it had 
not been ſo, where had I been long e're this? 
ſurely among the Congregation 4 the Dead! 

I rejoice with you, for all the great Goodneſs you 
are made a Partaker of, in that our gracious Father 
is ſtill drawing out his loving Kindneſs towards 
you, giving you Aſſurance of his everlaſting Fa- 
vour 3 by which you are changed into the fame 
Image, from Glory to Glory. And allo in that he 
is ſtill Keeping your Feet from falling, covering 
your Head in the Day of Battle, putting a ney 
Song into your Mouth, and bringing you up out 
of the Wilderneſs, leaning upon your Bel:ved. Lean- 
ing upon his omnipotent Arm, which is ftron 
enough to bear you up under all your Weakneſs; 
and leaning upon his Boſom alſo, where your be- 
numbed Limbs get freſh Warmth and Nouriſhment, 
by which they are made nimble in their ſpiritual 
Motion. And this Happineſs of yours, as a Fellow- 
Member in Chriſt's Body, makes mine more full. 

As to the Exerciſe of my Mind, ſince I came 
here, I can ſay but little of it in this Paper; but 
in order to ſhew the Lord's gracious Dealings, 1 
would ſay ſomething. I have been, at times, co- 
vered with thick Darkneſs, and the Beaſts of Pry 
came out and raged violently againſt me. But the 
Lion of the Tribe of Fudah, has deliver'd my Soul 
from thoſe Lions which would have ſmitten my Life 
Yown to the Ground. And while the Clouds were ſo 
terrible Dark, I was refreſh'd with the Thoughts of 
God's turning them round by his Counſels, and cauſing 
it to come whether for Correction, for his Land, r 
for Mercy, Job xxxvii. 12, 13. And as I met wit 
this Darkneſs, in my own Mind, fo alſo I felt Coll- 
neſs, by which the Limbs of the New-Creature 
were ſo benumbed, that they were unfit for Motion 
in divine Service. Yea, my Heart was almoſt 
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frozen, and ſo contracted, that it could not run 1 0 
my Father's; nor pour out my Supplications into 
his Boſom. But inſtead thereof, I was ready to 
run from Him, and have hard Thoughts of my 
tender Father; as if HE had forgotten to be gracious, 
and would be favourable no more; or, at leaſt, that 
I was forgotten and forſaken, And my Guiltineſs 
ſometimes made me fear, that HE had made a Way 
for his Anger. Tho' the Remembrance of what 
He ſaid to me, ſomewhat ftay'd me, as to this. 
But being tempted to think falſe Things of Him, 
and of his Dealings with me, I was ready to run 
away from him, and ſo to ſwoon and die for want 
. of Food. Sometimes I thought, [ could net ſerve 
7 | him. Yea, I think I have found ſomething of 
flrange Rebellion, and too much Unthanifulneſs for 
preſent Mercies. 
Thus while my Father hid Himſelf, I went on 
Fl frowardly in the Ways of my own Heart. A Won- 
. der of Grace it is, I was not ſuffer'd to run whither 
my Enemies would have driven me | The careful, 


£ gracious Eyes of the Lord being fixt upon me, 
t HE ſaw my Mays, and reſolved to heal me; and 
[7 he did it by re/toring Comforts to me. His Bowels | 
- broke forth, with an O/% thou Afﬀiitted, toſſed 
, with Tempeſt, and not comforted ! Ita. liv. 11. He 
1 cauſed me to hear Joy and Gladneſs, in that 
l Word of his Grace, verſe 7, 8. For a ſmall Mo- 
4 ment have 1 forſaken thee, but with great Mercies 
0 zwill I gather thee. In a little Mrath I hid my Face 
f from thee, for a Moment, but with everlaſting Kind- 
„% will I have Mercy on thee. And with this loving 
Kindneſs he drew me into the freſh Exerciſe of 


h Faith in his everlaſting Favour, and the Truth of all 
1 the Promiſes of his Grace; which I, by reaſon of 
e Darkneſs, knew not how to reconcile with his pre- 
n ſent Providences. And by this Love-look He hum- 
| bled me under a Senſe of all my Vileneſs, in pre- 
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tending, with the Line of my own Wiſdom, which 
is but Folly, to fathom the unſearchable Depths of 
his wiſe Providence. And then I cry'd out, with 
Job, I have heard of thee by the hearing of the Zar, 
but now mine Eye ſeeth thee. Wherefore I abhor my. 
ſelf and repent in Duſt and Aſhes. And, once have [ 
ſpoken, yea, twice, but I'll proceed no further. Thus 
Grace anſwer'd my Cavils at this Time. And when 
the Sun was up, the evil Beaſts ha/ted to their Dens; 
and I ſaw whereabout I was, even in that fame 
Grace, where I viewed my Standing before the 
Night came on. Then I ſaid, I'll complain no 
more of my Father's Dealings.'----But, did I hee 
my Word! Ah! no. e 

The Sun withdrew, to mourning I went again; 
the Enemies that were put to Flight, gathering up 
their ſcatter'd Forces, Rendezvous d afreſh; the 

Night came on, and I, growing dark and cold, could 
make but a faint Reſiſtance. At length, thro! the 
Enemies within, the Enemies without enter'd; and 
an Army of black Doubters was preſently muſter'd, 
And if the Loxp had not been on my Side, when 
they roſe up againſt me, they had /wallow'd me 
2% quick. But the Captain of the LoRD's Hoſt, 
lift up Salvation for an Enſign; and then I fought 
under a Banner of Love diſplay'd. What fhall 1 
fay? infinite Patience has been extended towards 
me, and Bowels of Compaſſion have yerned upon 
me | | 

My Heart has often been for making Tabernacles 
where I ſaw Chri/?'s Ghry, And Ht obſerving how 
loih I was to come down fromfthe pleaſant. Mount, for 
fear I ſhould b/e his ſweet Company; was graciouſly 


pleas'd to call me, to come with Him from Lela- 


non. And knowing how hard we are to believe hs 
Preſence with us, when we leave Lebanon, he 
doubles it: With Mk from Lebanin, my Spon ſe, 


Song iv. 8. By Lebanon, as applicable to my Caſe, 


1 1 appre- 
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J apprehended, The pleaſurable Place where I ſaw 
the Majeftick Glory, of the Gon of all Grace, while 
I fat down under the Shadow of my Belived, and 
found his Fruit ſweet unto my Taſte. The Invitation 
to come away, was thus: as if my Lord had faid, 
Don't ſtay in thy Deſires at Lebanon, nor think 
« Pm left behind; I am with thee ſtill; I have 
« ſomething to do here ; Come with Me, therefore 
from Lebanon. Lao from the Top of Amana, S he- 
ir, and Hermon, Vale the Lions Dens, and the 
Mountains of the Leopards.” By Amana, Shenir, 
and Hermon, I thought might be apprehended, 
Thoſe Dewy Maunts where my thirſty Soul had 
wont to be refrefhed under the ſweet Diſtillations ot 
Goſpel Life, and Bleſſedneſs. For the Pjalm:/? 
ſpeaking of the Dew of Hermon which deſcended on 
the Mounta us of Zion, fays, There the LORD com- 
manded the Bleſſing, Life for evermire, Pfa. cxxxiit. 
z. And as the Lord call'd me to come with him 
from Lebanon, ſo to loo, from theſe dewy Adorunts, 
even the very Top of em. And thus he faid, 
© Don't look back my Spouſe, as if all thy Happi- 
« neſs lay there; but caſt thine Eyes forward unto the 
* tranſcendent Glories which are in ME: Thou 
© haſt ME to ho to {til}; and there is more to be 
ſeen and enjoy'd in M, than ever thou didſt yet 
* behild, even upon the very Top of thoſe Mounts.” 
And ſweetly my LoRD call'd me to take up my So- 
lace in Himſelf, in this Verſe : ; 


Let my fair Glories thee entice 
To come along with me : 

* Forſake thine earthly Paradiſe ; 
Thy Paradiſe J be. 


Again, He call'd me from all terrifying Objects; 
from the Lions Dens, and the Mountains of the 
Leipards, Come away, ſaid Hz, my Spouſe, 

E 3 from 
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from thoſe Beaſts of Prey that would devour thee, 

* look from the Lions Dens, run into my Boſom, 
* and dwell at Peace; I am thy Refuge, where 
thou may'ſt be ſafe from all that would harm thee,” 
Thus my kind Lord call'd me, and his powerful 
Voice gave me Motion; (for I found what he ſaid, 
to be Amen.) And fo, hoking, I came.---But did ] 
flay? Ah! not long. lh 

Again I wandred from my Place, as the B:rd from 
her V%; and the Birds of Prey found me; and 
doubtleſs they had devorr'd me, but that my gra- 
cious Lord was ſwift in his Motions for my Delive- 
rance. As Birds flying, defending he has defended 
and paſſing over he has preſerved me, Iſa. xxxi. 5. 
When weary and heavy laden, by taking the Burden 
upon my wr Shoulders, my Lord has call'd me to 
Him, and promis'd to give me Re, Matt. xi. 28. 
When, by reaſon of Darkneſs, I knew not what 
to do; he has bid me truſt in the Name of the 
Lok, and ſtay upon my God, Iſa. I. 10. Wounded l 
have been, and that in my Eyes, ſo that I could 
not ſee the Glories of divine Love, thro' the Vail 
that was on its Face. But then Eyeſalve has been 
beſtowed, for the Recovering of my Sight. So that 
J have been made to believe, that, 20% is vuiſe, 
and will obſerve theſe Things, even they ſhall under- 
Hand the Loving- Kindneſs of the Loxp. Aye, Lo- 
ving-Kindneſs in commanding, and raiſing thoſe 
ſtormy Winds, by which God's poor ſea-faring Chil- 
dren are to/? to and fro, and reel like a drunken Man ; 
for when at their Wits End, theſe ſee the Works of 
the LoRD, and his Wonders in thee Deep, Pſa, cvil. 
24, &C. | ; 

And once, when I was praiſing the Lord for his 
former Mercy, which a while ago raviſh'd my Heart 
with its unvailed Glory ; I look'd upon the preſont 
Scene, and ſeem'd to %% the Sight of Mercy 5 


Face, thro' the intervening Cloud; and my 1 
ic 
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ſick began to flat. But in order to raiſe my Notes 
of Praiſe high, Mercy's Eye prerc'd the Cloud, and 
ſat'd upon me with a Ray of its Glory, in thoſe 
Words, Pfa. cvii. 1, 2. O give Thanks unto the LORD, 
for He is good: for his Mercy endlireth for ever. 
Let the Redeemed of the LoRD ſay fo. Then ſaid the 
Lord, © What, didſt thou fee the Glory of my 
Mercy the other Day, and canſt now praiſe in the 
Remembrance of it, and yet are ſtopt in thy Notes 
« about my preſent Mere y? Why? my Mercy en- 
« dureth for ever : It's as great towards thee n5w as 
(eber. What tho' a Vail is on its Face, it's the 
« ſame Mercy ſtill; and therefore fay fo flill* And 
then high Notes of Praiſe, for everlaſting Mercy, to- 
gether with 4e Notes of mournful Lamentation, 
for all my unbelieving Thoughts, and hard Speeches, 
ſweetly joyn'd in Conſort ; while I heard this ſweet 
Whiſper, I will be merciful to their Unrighteoufneſſes, 
and their Sins, and Iniquities, I will remember no 
more! Oh! then I mourn'd that I ſhould not believe 
in the Dark. Oh! my Unkinaneſs, thought I, 
© that ever it ſhould be me / If it had been ſome 
© other of God's Children, that han't had ſuch 
_ © Teſtimonies of Love and Grace, it would not 
© have been ſo much: but that it fhould be I, that 
© have been /o favour d], Thus I repented at this 
Tie. 0 ; 
But yet, again, at another Seaſon, my Heart 
began to mutter its former Language. - And while 
I was thinking on the Views I had while with you, 
of the Greatneſs of divine Love, I began, and ſaid, 
Well, I thought Mercy would have prevail'd for 
* me, and that Love had been /trong enough to 
have given the Victory on my Side, and that Chrift 
would have ſed his Intereſt for me at the Throne, 
for obtaining the Favours my Soul deſired. And 
the Lord heard me ſpeak my Thoughts, and was graci- 
ouſly pleas'd to tell me his Thoughts : in that Word, 


E 4 Iſa. 
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2 Iv. 9. For as the Heavens are higher than th, 
Barth, ſo are my Ways higher than your Ways, and 

my T houghts than your Thoughts, And then open- 

ing his Heart to me, he thus ſaid, © Thy 
thought t that my Love to thee was great, infi- 
© nite, unchangeable, invincible, ſo that nothing 
could overcome it, and that it was fo ſtrong 

« that it would conquer all Oppoſition:- And 

thou thought'ſt right. But my Thoughts: the 

Thoughts of y Heart, in my Grace towards thee 

were ſtill higher, Immeaſurably higher than thy 

« highe/t Thoughts; even as the Heavens are higher 

« than the Earth And from thy high Thoughts of 

my Grace, thou contrivedſt the higheſt Ways thou 

© couldeſt, for my Love to diſplay itſelf in; and ve- 
rily theught'/t it muſt come that Way. But the 

Plottings of my Heart, to ſhew my vaſt Grace 
towards thee, were ſtill higher than thine : My 

Mays, as well as my Thoughts, are immeaſurably 

Higher; every way anſwerable to my great B- 

© ING, and the infinite Depths of my i ſdom.“ 

And when the Lord the Holy Ghoſt, had thus 
directed my Heart into the Love of God, with Moſes, 

1 made baſte, bew'd down, and worſhipp'd : Adoring 

infinite Love, which ſo far ſurpaſſeth Knowledge : 

Aye, and infinite Wiſdom too, that contrives all the 

Mays infinite Love walks in]! And when a Ray of 

infinite Wifdom broke in upon my Heart, my own 

| Wiſdom fell down before it, as Folly. Believing, I 

began to admire its Ways, thus; Lord, What was 

« ſmiting, an higher Way of ſhewing thy Kindnels 

towards me, than embracing | What, turning me 

© out of Doors, an higher Way than to let me dwell 
© i thy Houſe ! Oh how unſearchable are thy Tudg- 
| © ments, and thy Ways paſt finding out ! * Oh! then 

1 lng'd for Grace to ſerve him, and that if I might 
not, with Mary, ſtay to kiſs and embrace his Feet, 
| ; — ON 


a £&A 


Gracious Dealings of Gon, &c. 105 
yet that, like her, T might be ſent with ſome Meſſage 
to his Brethren |! 5 | 


I have reaſon to bleſs God for the Holy Spirit, 
as the Spirit of Counſel, For HE has counſel'd me 
to carry it friendly to Chrift, eſteeming it, my 


higheſt Honour and Happineſs to do any Service for 
him, altho' it ſhould be attended with ſome Lo/s 


as to the Enjoyment of him. And as He has been 


the Spirit of Counſel to inſtruct me, ſo alſo the Spirit of 


Might, to aſſiſt me, and make his Counſel effica- 


cious. By which I have been made to accquieſce 


with that Word, Mark x. 44. He that will be 


chiefeſt among you, let him be Servant of all, If it 


| is but to be a 8 a Servant of Chriſt, it is 
ords of the Apoſtle, have 


an Honour. Thoſe 
been of great Uſe to me in this Senſe, Phil. ni. 


75 8. But what Things were Gain to me, thoſe | 


[ counted Loſs for Chriſt. Yea doubtleſs, and I count 


all Things but Loſs for the Excellency of the Knowledge 
of Chriſt Feſus my Lord. My Heart was wrought 


up to think thus: © If I did certainly now, that 


_ © Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, would be glorified in my 
coming hither, I ſhould ftraightway count all thoſe 


£ Enjoyments, which before I eſteemed a Gain more 


worth than Worlds, to be but Loſs in compariſon: 


© of the excellent Knowledge of his Glory.” I thought 


if the Queſtion had been put thus: Wilt thou 


* ſtay here, and enjoy him, or go away, and glorify 


© him?” and ſo left for me to chuſe, and caſt the- 


Lot which Way I would, my very Soul would have 
caſt it for his Glory. And that Word was encou-- 
raging to me, Prov. xvi. 4. The Lord has made all 
Things for himſelf. 


Thus I have cauſe to bleſs the Lord for his Good-- 


neſs, and to lament that mine is, even ſtill, but like 


the 1forning-Cloud, and the carly Dew, that. quickly © 


pPaſſeth away. It's well for us, that there is ſome- 
thing more fable than our own Frames to rejoycs: 


E 5 in 3; 


* 
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inz even. that ſubſtantial, unchangeable, neyer- 


failing Goodneſs of JEHOVAH, which is ſecured for 


us in his everlaſting Covenant ; all the Bleflings of 
which are ſure, becauſe they ſtand upon the abſolute 
Grace of his Heart, and the immutable good Plea- 
ſure of his Will. And as the laying up of his great 
Goodneſs for us, was according to his own Heart, 
ſo alſo, the diſpenſing, of it 0 us. For, not by thy 
_ Covenant, ſays he, when he beſtows any ſpecial Fa- 
vour upon his dear Children. | 

Let us mutually. pray, and praiſe for ah othir, 


while at a Diſtance on this ſtormy Ocean. "Twill | 
be but a little while ere we ſhall meet in the quiet 


Haven of Chriſt's Boſom ; and together with all 
God's dear Ones, take up our Reſt for ever in the 
Embraces of Hrm whom our Souls love: While the 
Viſion of his Glory, ſatiates us with new Pleaſures 
for evermore! And then Time and Place ſhall part 
17 nb more. All our Father's Children are exceeding 
near both to him and one another. And as we are 
all one in Relation, ſo we ſhall be all one in reſpect of 
Habitation. And when once we get Home to our 
Father's Houſe, then, no more Sin, Sorrow, 


Changes or Death; but, inſtead thereof, perfect 


Holineſs, Joy, Life and Glory to an endleſs 
ne! 


The Peace of God which paſſeth all Underſtanding, 
keep your Heart and Mind thro' Chriſt Feſus. 


With dear Love to your whole ſelf, I reſt 
Your unworthy Siſter in Chriſt, 
4. D. 


Thus the Lord was with me amidſt Diſtreſſes: And 
| ſomething further of the Exerciſe of my Mind under 

*em, may be ſeen in the following Letter, wrote to 
the ſame Perſon, from the ſame Place. 
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Very dear and honoured Brother, LE 
- Received your welcome Letter, and am glad the 
T Chi is better, but ſorry to hear of your and 
your Wife's Illneſs. A Mercy it is, that there's a 
Life in reſerve for us, that's well worth the Name 
of it: A Life that will have no Kind, nor Degree 
of Death attending it. *T'will be but a little while 
cre we ſhall have done with a Body of Sin, and a 
Body of Affliction too. When once we get to the 
City our God has prepar'd for us, we ſhall have 
no more Sickneſs, Sorrow, Pain nor Death attend- 

ing us : For the former Things will be paſſed away. 

I was thinking a while ago, about my being ſo 
ſon remov'd from the Place which was to me like 
Canaan, a Land of Promiſe; and the Lord's dealing 
with Abraham was brought to my Mind, Heb. xi. q. 
He fpuru'd in the Land of Promiſe, as in a ſtrange 
Cotry : And Acts vii. 5. Ile gave him none Inheri- 
tance in it, uo not ſo much as to ſet his Foot on. And 
tiat Word was then precious to me, Heb. xi. 16. 
Ged is not aſhamed to be called their God : For he hath 
prepared for them a City. I ſaw, that neither Abra- 
ham, nor I, nor any of the Heirs of Promiſe, ſhall: 
m/s of our Expectations of thoſe great Things which 
we have apprehended in the Promiſe of our own 
great GoD : 'Tho' we may mi/take, as to the parti- 
cular Manner, Time, or Degree of their Accom- 
pliſhment in ue World; yet we ſhall not mz/s of our 
Expectations at laſt. For HE hath prepar'd for us 
a City: The Privileges of which are fo glorious, 
and laſting, that (op himſelf, as the glorious and 
eternal Gon, will not be aſhamed of being call'd 
ar Gop, becauſe he has made ſuch Provi/ion for us, 
that is every Way anſ{werable to his own glorious 
Greatneſs, and the Nearneis of his Relation to us. 

I thank you for your Letter, I take it kindly, and 
look upon it as a Part of Chriſtian Friendſhip, that 
you will hold this Kind of Communion, ſince Pro- 
vidence 
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vidence prevents us of any that is more immediate, 
J rejoyce that the Lord is till with you in your 
Work; and crowns your Labours with Succeſs: 
Which is a Privilege not eafily valued. Oh what 


is ĩt to enjoy Gop in his Houſe ! Bleſſed are the Peo- 
ple that dqwell where his Glory ſhines ! 


As to your Complaints of Carnality, Hardneſs of 


Heart, and Ingratitude towards God, and his Peo- 
ple ; from fad Experience, I muſt join with you, 
For ſurely, in theſe Reſpects, I am wor/e than ever. 
At Times, I am fo burden'd, as if my Heart would 
break; and ſometimes ſo harden d, that I can't pour 
out my Soul before the Lord, but run away from 
him, and, like the Prodigal, would fill my Belly with 
Fuſes, And ſuch mighty Struggles are in my Soul, 
that I am at a Loſs to judge of my own Experience: 
And with unutterable Groanings I breathe after De- 
liverance. I find a little Eaſe, when I can get to 


my Father, and pray him to ſee what ails me. I am 


glad that I ſhall not ever be term d, forſaken ; but that 
the Lord will turn again, and have Compaſſion. And 
ſometimes I pray him to deliver me again, upon the 
Bottom of that fame race which has h:therto ſav d 


me out of all my Diſtreſſes. Oh! I am griev'd 
that I can love him no more, when I have had ſo much 
Love manifeſted unto me! Surely I am one of the 


baſe/t, and moſt ungrateful of any of his Children! 
L can't perfectly judge how it is with me: But! 


think the Strife is between Love, vehement Love, to 


the Enjeyment of him, as I was wont; and a De- 
fire to love him, and his Glory, above my own Hap- 


pinefs, in that reſpect, and to ſubmit to his Will 


when: he croſſeth nine. 


For the firſt, it is Love 10 Chrift, indeed; fo 


great, that it ſeems to overlook this grea? IWarld, 
with all its Enjoyments, as unſatisfying Things; 


and ſecs no Glory, nor can find any Reſt, beneath 


the Boſom of my glorious Bridegroom. And when: 


this 
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this Works, if the Enjoyment of him was to be 
purchas'd, I would give him a World for it, if the 
World was mine. And when I have ſeen that I have 
nothing to give, and that HE needs — in Ve- 
hemency of Soul, I have ſaid, then, Lord, give 
© me all freely) But tho' this is Love to Chriſt, 
yet 'tis weak Love, childiſh Love. The Babe cries, 
if taken from the Breaſt. I love Communion with 
my Bridegroom, becauſe of the heavenly Delights 
that are in it. But I want to love himſelf, and 
his Glory, more than the Enjoyment of im. My 
Love is not yet ſublimated enough, nor Heighten 
out of Self, as I could wiſh. I find it a hard 
Thing to deny ſpiritual Self, in the Delights of ſpi- 
ritual Senſe. And it grieves me that I am ſuch 
a tough, ſtubborn Piece, ſo unfit for my Lord Jeſus to 
make any Thing of. Mr. Rutherford ſays, << Let 
«© my Lord make any Thing of me, ſo he makes 
but his own Glory out of me; I have enough.” 
And I have thought ſo too at Times; but now he 
comes to prove me, Oh how ſadly do I forink in 
the Trial! I think upon his Servant ſes, how he 
loved God's Glory more than his own Happineſs ; 
when the Lord told him, that if he would let him 
alme, to deſtroy his People, he would make of him 
a great Nation, Exod. xxxii. 10. But as if he 
took no Notice of that, God's Glory lying neareſt 
his Heart, What then, as if he ſhould fay, will 
become of thy great Name? Wherefore ſhould the 
* Egyptians ſpeak and ſay, &c. Ver. 12.' I think 
alſo, how it was with Paul, when, that God 
might be glorified, in the Converſion of his Einſ- 
men, he could even Wiſb himſelf accur ſed from 
Chriſt, Rom. ix. 3. And when I ſee how far 
ſhort I am of this Perfection, my Soul. is humbled 
within me. 

But yet, when this Frame of Mind gets the. 
Aſcendant, to wit, a Deſire to love God, and his 

Glory, 
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Glory, above my oon Happineſs, and to ſubmit to 
his Will when he croſſeth mine : Then I find ſome. 
Sparks' of that heavenly Fire, which in them broke 
forth into ſuch a vehement Flame. There are ſome 
Moments, wherein the Lord makes me willing that 
'Hz ſhould be glorified, whatever becomes of me. 
Yea, when I have ſeen but, as it were, the Dawn 
of his Glory, I have been well pleaſed; and have 
thought, © that Love to his Glory would hold me, 
_ © notwithſtanding the /av:ft-wing'd Motions of Love 
© to the Enjoyment of him.“ But this is my Mi- 
ſery, I'm ſo bent to Backſtiding ! J am glad that the 
Lord can bend me for himſelf, Zech. ix. 13. And I 
ſee, that if his Hand, don't hold my Heart in that 
Rent, I ſtraightway fly back again, I ee, that I am' 
like a Bullick, unaccuftem'd to the Yoke: But yet 
there is ſomething in me that is willing to bear it. 
And the Language of my Soul is, Lord, tame me, 
c yoke me; glorify thyſelf in, and by me, not with- 
< ſtanding all the Oppoſition that is in me ! * Thus, 
What will ye ſee in the Shulamite.-- As it were the 
Company of two Armies. Oh pray for me, that the 
Lord would give me an ingenuous Temper, that fo l 
might give him leave to do what he will with me: 
And that he would make Luz, a Bethel. 

J was refreſhed by your Letter, and ſee how the 
Lord carries on his Work in your Soul in the Midſt 
of Darkneſs ; and encouraged to hope that he would 
deal ſo with me. The Lord ſuffers the Enemies to 
oppreſs us, and then ſtrengthens the New-Creature 
to breathe after Deliverance. And every of its 
Groans, ſpeaks no leſs, than the freſh Triumph of 
its Life over Sin. and Death. And every breathing 
after the Perfection of any Grace, directly tends to 
the immediate Increaſe of that Grace. Thus, our 
God, brings Life out of Death, Joy out of Sor- 
row, and Light out of Darkneſs. Oh how won- 

derful are his Works! 
I rejoyce 
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1 -rejoyce that you ſee à greater Neceſſity of 
Holineſs than ever. I take it as an Earneft of your 
Increaſe in it. It's a ſpecial Mercy to ſee our own 
ant; and no ſmall Part of the Spirit's Work, to 
convince us of our Need. He uſually does fo before 
he ſupplies us. He firſt, as the Spirit of Conviction, 
ſhews us our Want, and then, as the Spirit of Sup- 
plication, he cauſeth us to ſeek to God for Relief ; + 
when, as the Spirit of: Conſolation, he defigns to 
ſupply all our Nod out of his Riches in Glory by Chriſt 
eſus. 
Ts to my Knowledge of divine Truths, I find it is 
very ſmall : Eſpecially if it be reduced to that which 
is practical; or to that Knowledge which influences 
the Soul into an anſwerable Practice. I arfentire- 
ly of your Mind, That our Refreſhment in Fruths, 
depends upon the Spirit's Breathing. Our Comfort 
depends not, barely, upon the Newneſs of their 
Diſcovery ; but upon the Degree of the Spirit's 
Breathing, If the Spirit ſhines upon old-tnown 
Truths, we behold em in a new Glory: And if he 
breathes in em afre/þ upon our Souls, we're fill'd 
with new Life immediately. Wiſhing you may 
increaſe with all the Increaſes of God : I commit you 
to Iſraes Keeper: And reſt NE 
OY Your Siſter in Chriſt, 
A. D. 


Thus I have hinted ſomething of my Soul-Con- 
flicts when removed from }/-----h, I look'd upon 
my Enjoyments there, to reſemble the Land of Pro- _ 
miſe, which the Lord gave to his People Iſrael, of 
old : And my Removal from thence, to bear ſome 
Analogy with their going into Captivity. And I was 
deeply humbled, under a Senſe of my own Vileneſs, 
While I look*d upon this Diſpenſation, as a Rebuke 
for my Miſimprovement of former Favours. But 
the Lord ſpake comfortably to me in thoſe Words, 


Lam, 
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Lam. iii. 31, 32. The LORD will not caft off for ever, 
But tho he cauſe Grief, yet will he have Compaſſion, 
according to the Multitude of his Mercies. And in 
that alſo, Fer. xxxi. 10. that ſcatter'd Iſrael, 
will gather him, and keep him as a Shepherd doth. 
his Flock. And Lev. xxv. 23. The Land ſhall not 
be ſold for ever : For the Land is mine, for ye are 
Strangers and Sojourners with me. From: theſe, and 
ether Scriptures, I was at Times, fully ſatisſied that 
the Lord would yet ſhew Kindneſs, and bring me 
again to my own Border Tho' there was no out- 
ward Appearance of it then, but quite the Reverſe. 
For I ſaw myſelf ſurrounded with ſuch Difficulties, 
that none but an Almighty Arm could deliver me 
from. And I was comforted from Zech. i. 8. to 
the End. From which Verſes I was taught the 
following Truths: As, 1. That the Lord Jeſus is. 
with his People in their bw Eflate, Ver. 8, 
2. The great Care the Lord takes of his Children, 
and that ſpecial Inſpection he makes into their Caſe 
and Circumſtances when in Captivity, Ver. , 
10, IT. 3. That tho' the People of God ſhould be 
deſtitute of any Creature-Aſſiſtance, yet Chriſt will 
zntercede for their Deliverance, at the appointed 
Moment, Ver. 12. 4. That Chriſt's Interceſſion with 
the Father is always prevalent for the Deliverance of 
his People, in the moſt deſolate Circumſtances, 
Ver. 13. 5. That the Opening of God's Bowels to 
his Children in Diſtreſs, and the fre/þ Promiſes of 
Deliverance at ſuch a Seaſon, is the Fruit of Chriſt's 
prevailing for them in Heaven, Ver. 14, 15, 16, 
17. And 6. That whatever Force has been uſed 
to carry God's People into Captivity, or may be 
employ'd to hold em there; yet God will raiſe up 
Inſtruments, and a Sufficiency of Strength on the 
Side of his People, to counter-poize, and cvercome the 
Power of the Enemy, ſo that nothing ſhall h:naer 
their full Salvation, when the appointed Mament's 

come : 


= . — — — IO =» RB wu ko teens (en it 


| Gracious Dealings of Gop, &c. 113 
come: No Oppoſition ſhall fand before Almighty 
Strength, Ver. 18, &c. All which, being apply'd 
to my own Soul in particular, afforded me great 
Relief, under my then preſent Trials: And my Faith 
was ſtrengthen' d to expect Deliverance, But while 
the Mercy was delay d, J often had my Fainting- 
Fits; in which the Lord ſweetly reviv'd me, by 
ſome Promiſe or other, and encourag'd my Soul 
to wait on. That Word was once very precious to 
me, 1/a. li. 14. The Captive Exile haſteneth, that 
he may be looſed, and that he ſhould not die in the Pit, 
nor that his Bread ſhould fail. The Lord's dealing 
with David, alſo was very encouraging to me, 
Pſa. xviii. 16. He ſent from above, he took me, he 
drew me out of many Waters. Another Time, when 
I was much tried by Reaſon of the Promiſes which 
were given me, being cloth d with contrary Provi- 
dences ; the Lord broke in upon my Heart, with - 
great Glory, and told me what great Things he 
would do for me, in thoſe Words, Song vi. 11, 12. 
T went down into the Garden of Nuts, to ſee the 
Fruits of the Valley, and to ſee whether the Vine 
flouriſhed, and th. Pomegranate budded. Or ever I 
was aware, my Soul made me like the Chariots of 
Aminadib. And at another Seaſon, the Lord gave 
me to ſee my Deliverance ſecured in the Infinity of 
| his Love, from Song viii. 6, 7. Love is frog as 
Death, Fealouſy is cruel as the Grave : T he Coals 
thereof are Coals of Fire, which hath a moſt ve- 
hement Flame. Many Waters cannot quench Love, 
neither can the Foods drown it: If a Man would 
a the Subſtance of his Houſe for Love, it would 
utterly contemned. From theſe Scriptures the 
rd gave me to ſee ſuch abundant Matter of En- 
couragement to wait for him, as thoſe that watch 
for the Morning, that I was unwilling to b/e it. 
And therefore that I might the better retain what 
the Lord had taught me, in order to direct my Soul 
un 


\ 
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in its Duty of waiting for him, I wrote it down, 
But what I then wrote for my own Uſe, being 
ſince deſign'd for publick Good, I have put, with ſmall 
Additions, into two little Tracts “: And ſhall there- 
fore fay nothing of it here. But ſome further Ac- 
count of the low Eſtate I was in at, and 
how the Lord help'd me to exerciſe Faith on Chriſt 
for Deliverance, may be ſeen in the following. Let- 
ter, I wrote to Mr. G----t from thence. 


Much honoured and beloved Brother, 
AY the Peace of God that paſſeth all Underſtand- 
ing, keep your Heart and Mind thro' Chrift Je 
ſus ! I bleſs the Lord, he was graciouſly pleas'd to 
make what you wrote to me ſweet and ſavoury. I 
thought, © If the Grace of God is ſo great, that it 
© will take up all the Ages of Time to tell the Story 


© of it; how va/ muſt be its Preparations for the En- 


c tertainment of all the Heirs of Grace beyond 
Time]! Again, I thought, If there has been 
* ſuch a Diſplay of Grace, in the Advancement of 
our Nature, in the Perſon of Chriſt, and of our 
© Perſons, in relation to Him, into ſuch a Nearneſs 
© of Union with Gop, what Favour might we not 


expect from /o great Grace I ſaw from hence, 


what great Encouragement I had to approach the 
Throne with the g of my Requeſts, ſeeing | 
was made /o nigh And that this Grace of Un, 
was but like laying the Foundation, upon which all 
the after Diſplays of Favour was to be built. | 


was alſo help'd to prize the Bleſſed Comforter, who | 
tells the Story of Grace, with ſuch Almighty 


Energy. . 
I have great Reaſon to bleſs the Lord, for 


1 


* 


* Meditations and Obſervations upon the 11th and 120% 
Verſes of the 6th Chapter of Solomon's Song. And, Brief 
Hints conc erning God's Fatherly Chaſliſements, &c. " 
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his continued Goodneſs towards me; my Soul is 
fill held in Life, notwithſtanding all that Death of 
Corruption, Temptation, and Deſertion I paſs un- 
der. I call the Lord's preſent Dealings with me, 
Deſertion : Becauſe he is withdrawn, as to thoſe fre- 
quent Manifeſtations of divine Favour, I was wont 


to be bleſt withal ; the Fruit of which was, frequent 


Acceſs into his Boſom. But bleſſed be his Name, 


I am not wholly deſerted in this Reſpect. For now 


and then I hear ſweet //hiſpers of his everlaſting 
Kindneſs, and am told how full of Grace his Heart 
is towards me in my preſent Condition, and that 


he deſigns to deliver me. I am variouſly exercis'd : 


But I ſometimes think, that the Lord is but pre- 
paring great Mercy for me; and that my being 
affiited, toſſed with Tempeſt, and not comforted, is 
but in order to lay my Stones with fair Colours. 

] was a while ago, much caſt down, under a 
Senſe of my having 4%, in a great Meaſure, that 
daily Savour of the Things of God; that had 
wont to be upon my Spirit; and that Word was 
with Weight upon my Mind, Mat. v. 13. If the 


Salt have loft his Savour, it is thenceforth good for no- 


thing, but to be caſt out, and trodden under Foot of 
Men. I faw, that I deſerv'd nothing leſs than to 
be caſt to the Dunghil, as a uſeleſs Creature. 
Upon this I thought, that I would go and tell my 
Lord Jeſus, That I had grievouſſy departed from 
him, and that I was good for nothing but to be 
* caſt unto the Dunghil : And aſk him, if he would- 
* deal ſo with me.“ Which I did; and ſoon after 
that Word was very affecting to me, 1 Sam. ii. 8. 
He raiſeth up the Poor out of the Duſt, and lifteth 
up the Beggar from the Dunghil, to ſet them among 


Princes, And I thought, if he ſhould lift me from 


the Duſt of my preſent Lowneſs, and from my 
deſerved Dunghil-Condition : Oh how ſhall I be be- 
holden to Free-Grace ! Oh! thought I, to be _ 

e 
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ed from my preſent poor, low, uſeleſs Condition, 
this is a Dunghil indeed! And I pray'd him that 
he would tell me again, whether he would deliver 
me: Tho” I did not deſerve that he ſhould ſpeak to 


me; becauſe he had done it again and again, 
and I had been unbelieving quickly after I had heard 


And quickly after, that Word broke in upon my 
Heart with great Power, Acts xvi. 31. Believe on 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. T was 
Salvation from preſent felt Deadneſs, to a Life of 
renew'd Quickenings, from apprehended Diſtance, 
to a Life of ſenſible Communion, from a barren, 
uſeleſs Condition, to a Life of Service, and Fruit- 


fulneſs to God, that I wanted. And oh how ſweet 


was the Tidings, that there was yet Salvation for 
me, in theſe Reſpects! Oh how ſweetly did theſe 
Words found, thou ſhalt be ſaved! Saved out of 
the Deeps thou art at preſent in]! And that Word 
follow'd it, hn xi. 25. He that. believeth in me, 
tho he were dead, yet fhall he live. Oh how did 
thoſe Words reach my preſent Condition, tho" he 
were dead, yet ſhall he live! I'm dead indeed, thought 
I, but there is yet Life for me: Believing in the 
Lord Jeſus, I ſhall yer live. And that Word alſo 
was brought, Heb. vii. 25. Wherefore he is able 
alſo to ſave them to the Uttermaſt, that come unto God 
by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make Interceſſion fir 
them. And oh how ſweet was thoſe Words, to 
the Uttermt! * Oh! thought I, I am not got 


© beyond Chriſt's Power to ſave : Tho' the preſent 


Trial is the deepeſt, and the moſt wnlikely to be 
« deliver'd from: Yet he is able to ſave to the Liter- 
© moſt, even to this very Time and Caſe.” From 
theſe Words, I was inftrudted into my Duty of 
believing afreſþ on the Lord Jeſus, as exalted at 
the Father's right Hand, on Purpoſe. to fave his 
People out of all their Diſtreſſes. And I had 


ſuch 


his Voice; But I entreated him to ſpeak once more. 
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ſuch a View of his being in Offce to ſave me, 
from theſe Words, becauſe he ever liveth to make In- 
terceſſion, as I think I never had before. I ſaw it my 
Duty to believe on him afreſh, in all the Fulneſs of 
his Grace, Wiſdom, and Power, as in Office to 
fave me. And the Encouragement I received here- 
to, was, the Certainty of the Event, thou ſhalt 
be ſaved. Then my Soul breathed thus: Oh that 
I could ſteadily believe that he zvould fave me! And 
«© then thoſe Words came, he is able to fave all that 
© come: That come, thought I, I'll come then with 
all my Wants, with all my Diſtreſſes, and caft 
© myſelf as a poor, needy, helpleſs Creature, upon 
© the Fulneſs of his Grace, Wiſdom, and Power, as 
© He is in Office to fave me out of all my Di- 
© ſtreſſes, and to the Utmoſt of all my Defires.” 
And the Bleſſed Spirit who had given me this En- 
couragement, gave me alſo Soul-Motion : So that I 
came, and caſt my Burden upon the LORD, and my 
weary Soul found R/. For I quickly enter'd 
into the Aſurance-Re/t of Faith, that I ſhould be ſa- 
ved; and that my believing on the Lord Jeſus, for 
this Time- Salvation, would be as effectual to obtain 
its End, as my believing on him for the eternal Sal- 

vation of my Soul. | 
But oh] I am a poor unſteady Creature; I have 
been ſinking in my Faith ſince then. And once, in 
particular, when I was in a Fainting Fit, theſe 
Thoughts were ſuggeſted to my Mind: What, 
* haſt thou had twenty Years Experience of the 
Grace and Faithfulneſs of Gop, and afraid to 
* truſt him in this Caſe? * And herewith I had a 
glorious View of the Lord's paſt Appearances for 
me, and that he was the ſame in his Grace, Power, 
and Faithfulneſs now, as he was then. Whereupon 
I put it into his Hand; deſiring that he would give 
me what my Soul long'd for, if conſiſtent with 
his Glory. However I truſted him with this Jewel, 
of my deſired and expected Salvation, that be 
would 
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would keep it for me, and, in his own Time, give 
it out to me. Lea, I committed it to him, and was 
willing it ſhould be diſpoſed of, juſt as his Grace 
would caſt it ; whether-for my enjoying it, or not, 
And ſuch Thoughts were ſuggeſted to my Mind, 


Do, truſt him, try him, this once, and ſee how 


gracious he will be.” And being help'd to caſt my 
Care upon him, I was preſently as light and chear- 
ful as if nothing ailed me. And further, I had 
ſuch a diftint View of his being my tender, wiſe, 
ſtrong, and faithful Friend, that I freely put it in- 
to his Heart and Hand. And theſe Scriptures were 
precious to me, 1/a. xxvi. 4. Truft ye in the LORD 
for ever : For in the LORD FE HOV AH is ever- 
laſting Strength. 1 Pet. v. 7. Caſting all your Care 
upon HIM, for HE careth for you And Prov, xvi, 
20. Whoſo truſteth in the LORD, happy is he. 


Sometimes He helps me to tru/t him, ſometimes | 


to wait for him, and at other Times vehemently 
to long for him; even to a kind of Farnting, or 
Love-fickneſs : and ſometimes I am quite the Reverſe 
to all theſe. But yet the Lord gives me gracious 
Hints, that he will come. And when I han't that 
Aſſurance, yet he leads me into the Depths of my 
. own Wants and Diſtreſſes; and makes the Declara- 


tions, and Promiſes of his Grace, together with his 


Dealings with his People in ſuch Circumſtances, to 
be very ſweet to me; and I am help'd to ca my/elf 
upon the Grace, which ſhines forth in all theſe, to 
be dealt with accordingly. 


I was a while ago, bleſſing the Lord, that [ had | 


et any room to hope for ſo great Grace, as to 
brought out of Captivity ; and made to feed, and 
lie down ſafely: and that Word dropt upon my 
Heart, I/a. xlix. 8, 9. To cauſe to inherit the deſolatt 
Heritages, &c. I ſaw that Chriſt was given for this 
very End, to ſay to the Priſoners, Go forth to then 
that are in Darkneſs, or in Captivity, Shew ng 
; 
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to cauſe to inherit the de, „Atte Heritages. I thou git 
That all the while the Lord's People was in Cap- 
« tivity, carried away from their Lot that fell to 
© %em in the Land of Promiſe, their Heritage was 


« deſolate.” It is not ſaid, the People was deſolate, 


(tho' a captive State is ſo) but their Heritages were 
deſolate. Oh! this Grace melted me: "That who- 
ever fills the Place, that fell to any of God's dear 
ones by Lot, they ſhall never take the Right of 
Inheritance from them : For Gop looks upon it to 
be but a deſolate Heritage, till the right Owner is 
brought to inherit it again. It's the Father's Will, 
that Chriſt ſhould cauſe his deſolate Captives, to in- 
herit their deſolate Heritages. And when they're 
got Home, then follows the glorious Feaſt HE makes 
them, Ver. 10. which, at that Time, was very ſweet 
to my Soul. 

Since then, I was fainting in my Hopes, Defires 
and Expectations. But the Lord broke in with this 
Word, Rev. ii. 25. That which thou haſt already, 
huld faſt till I come. Oh the Grace of this Word al- 
ſo! I tk the gracious Hint: and, amaz'd at his 
Kindneſs, ſaid, Lord, what wilt thou come / wilt 
thou indeed come! Let it then be according to thy 
Word. Come, leaping on the Mountains, ſkipping 
© on the Hills; come, flying on the Wings of Love: 
Come, in all the Grace of thy Heart, in all the 
Grace of thy Covenant, in the Grace of thy 
« Relations to me]! Thus I fell a praying, while 
my Lord kept me believing. Again, I was affected, 


not only with the Sureneſs of my Deliverance, but 


with the Manner of it alſo: That it ſhould be by 
my Lord's coming himſelf to fetch me. I thought, 
he might have ſaid, I'll /end for thee, but he ſaid, 
ll come. I ſaw that this was the Language of my 


kind Bridegroom: And like as if a tender Huſband 


having his dear Bride at a Diſtance, ſhould not be 
content with ſending his Servants for her, but will 
come 
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come hin to fetch her Home. Such kind of 
* 


Love ma ſeen in Creatures: And I ſaw that 
Chriſt was reſolved that none of them all, ſhould 
ſhew more Kindneſs than HE, in his Bridegroom- 
Compaſſions, according to his Bridegroom-Nelation. 

Bleſs the Lord with me: And help me by your 


Prayers: Forget not the Aictiont of Foſeph. To 


the abundant Grace of our own God, I commit you: 
Wiſhing you a Life of joyful Communion with 
him here, and an abundant Entrance into Glory 
hereafter. | 
With endeared Love, I reſt | 
Yours in Chrift, 
A. D. 


Thus the Lord enabled me to exerciſe Fuith for 


Deliverance, and was graciouſly pleaſed to acquaint 
me with it: And my longing Soul, with ſtretch'd 
out Neck, expected 1t.----But the Promiſes I had 
While at J/-------h, about the Continuation of the 
Mercy I enjoy'd there, which, I now ſaw, ſecur d 
my Right to it, altho* my Enjoyment of it was in- 
terrupted for a Seaſon ; together with thoſe Promiſes 
I receiv'd ſince my Remove, of my being again re- 
ſtor'd to my former Privileges ; were all of em to 


paſs under a great Death.----Inſtead of the Lord's 


Appearance to bring me again to -), 


which I expected, I was vifited with an Ague 
and Fever, which being continued long upon me, 


threatned no leſs than muy Dowth in this Place. And 
until the Time that his Word came, in the Fulfil- 


ment of it, the Word of the LORD tried me, Pſalm 
cy. 19. But, bleſſed be his Name, his Grace was 


Sufficient for me, 5 | 
When I firſt fell ſick, the Lord drew near to my 
Spirit, and comforted my Heart with that ſweet Pro- 
miſe, | 7/a. xliii. 2. When thou pa ſeſt thro' the Ha- 
ters, I will be with thee; and thro' the Ri ** 
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| ſpall not overflow thee: When thou wal keſt 
ih Fire, thon ſhalt not be burnt, neither 
ſhall the Flame kindle upon thee. My Soul was af- 
feed with the Bowels of my heavenly Father : Oh! 
thought I, If Hr left me for a Seaſon alone as it 
« were, Without his ſenſible Preſence, while I was 
« walking thro' a little dirty Way, yet now I'm 
„come into deep Waters, he'll be with me here. 
Aye, not only into the Waters, but thro' them 
«alſo; even to the End of the AMiQion.” And 
ſo it was; for I was much favour'd with his Pre- 
ſence throughout my long Affliction, which laſted 
for many Months. And tho', at Times, I was ex- 
ceedingly tried, becauſe all Things in Providence, 
ſeem'd to thwart the Promiſes; yet was I made to 
believe, and rejoyce in the Grace, and Faithfulneſs 
of my Gop, under all; and to think, that if I 
| ſhould not now what he was then doing with me, 
in this World, yet Glory would untie the Knit - 
That when I came to Heaven, I ſhould fee all the 
Myſteries of divine Providence opened, in a full 
Cinformity to the faithful Promiſes of IRH VAR. 
And that Word was very ſweet to me under a Soul- 
conflict, when I ſeem'd near Eternity, 2 Sam. xxiit. 5. 
Altho' my Honſe be not ſo with Cod; yet he katy 
male with me an ev:rlaſting Covenant, ordered in 
all Things and ſure: For this is all my Salvation, 
and all my Deſire, altho' he make it not to grow. 
The Experience of David herein was very precious 
to me: And I was help'd to bring it down to my 
own Caſe, thus: Altho* I ſhould not ſee the Pro- 
miſes fulſilled in that Way which I have expected, 
yet they are all ſure; and I cannot miſs of the 
Grace and Bleffings the Lord intended in them: 
For he hath made with me an everla/tins Covenant, 
in which is all my Salvation, and all my Defire too. 
J was likewiſe much favour'd with Aſſurance of my 
Intereſt - in Chriſt, and Right to the heavenly In- 
Se, F heritance: 
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heritance : And I could freely have gone Home to 
the Enjoyment of it, had my Father call'd me, 
But yet there was a Deſire kept up in my Soul, (if 
conſiſtent with the Divine Will) that I might ſee 
the Grace and Faithfulneſs of God, in fulfilling the 
Promiſes as I had expeed,. and that in the Triumph 
thereof I might go home to Glory. But however 
the Lord dealt with me, I was re/ign'd into his Will, 
believing he would do that which was moſt for his 
Glory, and my Good. And, to comfort me under 
my Trials, I had a ſweet View of my fixed ſtanding 
in Chriſt, amidſt the ſhaking Storms which paſs'd 
over nie, from 1 John v. 20. And we are in hin 
that is true, even in his Son Feſus Chriſt. I likewiſe 
had precious Views of the Glory I ſhould have when 
at Home with Chriſt, from Rev. vii. 16, 17. They 
ſhall Hunger no more, neither Thirſt any more, neither 
hall the Sun light on them, nor any Heat. For th 
Lamb which is in the midſt of the Throne ſhall fed 
them, and ſball lead them unto living Fountains of Wa- 
ters; and God ſhall wipe away all Tears from thar 
Eyes. Which Words I choſe to be the Subject of 
my funeral Diſcourſe, if I had died then. 

But the Lord's Deſign was to raiſe me from a 
ſick Bed, and give me to ſee his promiſed Goodneſs, 
in the Land of the living And ſome Intimations 
hereof, he was graciouſly pleaſed to give me, from 
theſe Scriptures, H/. ii. 19, &c. And I will betroth 
thee unio me for ever, yea, I will betroth thee unto me 
in Righteouſneſs, and in Judgment, and in loving Kind- 
- neſs, and in Mercies. I will even betroth thee unto 
me in Faithfulneſs, and thou ſhalt know the LORD. 
And it fhall come to paſs in that Day, I will hear, ſaith 
the LORD, I will hear the Heavens, and they. jhall 
hear the Earth, And the Earth ſhall hear the Corn, 
and the Wine, and the Oil, and they ſhall hear Jezreel. 
And I will ſew her unto me in the Earth. From 
theſe Words, I was fully perſuaded, that 18 
now 
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w the LoRD, in his Grace and Faithfulneſs, in 
my . and compleat Deliverance from all my preſent - 
Diſtreſſes, into that Happineſs and Glory I had 
long d for and expected. Another Scripture the 
Lord made uſe of to this end, was, 1/a. xxv. 6. 
And in this Mountain ſhall the LORD of Hoſts 
make unto all mp ar a Feaſt of fat Things, a Feaſt 
= of Wines on the Lees, of fat Things 55 of Marrow, 
of Wines on the Lees well refined. By the Words, 

in this Mountain, I was particularly pointed to that 
Part of Mount Zion, where I once beheld, and then 
long' d to ſee the Glory of JEHovan. By the pro- 
mis d Feaſt, I underſtood that rich and glorious 
Fulneſs of Soul Proviſion, which ſhould be made 
for me, in that Church, by the Lord, according to 
the State of the King, as the LoRD of Hofts, The 
rich Dainties of this glorious Feaſt, ſuited my long- 
ing Appetite, and the Freeneſs of it, as for all People, 
my great Unworthineſs.. The Glory of my Deli- 
verance, likewiſe ſhone forth, from Ja. xxxiii. 24. 
The Inhabitant ſhall nit ſay, I am fuck : The People 
| that davell therein ſhall be forgiven their Iniquity. 
From theſe, and other Scriptures, I was perſuaded, 
that the Lord would ral ſe me from a ſick Bed, and 
reſlire me to my former Privileges; yea, cauſe me 
to poſſeſs the double. But ſtill my Affliction continued, 
and my Faith was tried. | 

And once, in particular, there was a Complication 
of Diſtreſſes upon me: I ſaw myſelf ſurrounded with 
em on every Side; and that I was utterly incapable 
to help, or deliver myſelf from the leaſt of them. 
Trials preſs'd hard, plunged I was into the Deeps : 
And out of the Depths of Mi ſem, I cried to the 
Depths of Mercy. Oh ! thought I, © Sure never 
© any Child of God, needed Eis Bowwels more then II“ 
And being left alone, I ran to my Father, poured 
out my Heart into his. Boſom, ſhewed before him 
all my Trouble, and pray'd for the Extenſion of bis 
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Bavels according to the Depths of my Diſtreſſes. 
And preſently that Word was brought, Phil. iv, 19. 


Ay God ſhall ſupply all your Need: And thus open'd, 
© If thou needeſt his Bowels, thou ſhalt have them. 


And theſe Words immediately followed, Fer. xxxi. 
18, 19, 20. I have ſurely heard Ephraim, bemaning 


himſelf thus, thau haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was cha- 


ſtiſed, as a Bullock unaccuſtomed to the Yoke, &c, 


1s Ephraim my dear Son? is he a pleaſant Chill? 


for fince I ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly remember 
him ſtall : therefore my Bowels are troubled for bim: 
T will 5 have Mercy upon him, ſaith the LORD, 
That Word alſo brake in upon my Heart, Ia. vii 
18. I have ſeen his Ways, and will heal him. But, 


oh! what a Souſ-amazing, Heart-melting Diſcovery 


of boundleſs Love and Mercy I then had, every Way 


ſuited to my Weakneſs, Unworthineſs, Sinfulneſs, 


and Miſeries of all Kinds! What a Sea of Grace 
was I caſt into! I ſaw ALL that was in Gop, en- 


' gaged for me; and that my full Salvation by Jo- 


wah's Arm, was ſecured in the infinite Grace of his 
Heart. His having Mercy upon me, in the out- 
award Diſpenſation, in the inward Working, Yern- 
ing, or Troubling of his Bawels. And J had enough ; 
as. much as my Soul could wih Full Salvation; 


and what was more, Fehovah's Heart: Which made 


the promis'd Deliverance flowing from it, deuby 
ſweet to me. Oh how abundantly was my Soul ſa- 
tisfied as with Marrow and Fatneſs, and made to 
drink of the River of divine Pleaſures, while I view'd 
the Source and Origin of all my Salvation in JEK0- 
van's Heart! Oh the Heart-raviſhing Proſpect [ 
then had of the Glory of GOD! Oh! thought J, 


it's worth while to die, to ſee GOD /* And I could 


bleſs him for giving me my Being in Nature, in or- 
der to my ſeeing of HIM, as the Gd of all Grace! 
I think I never had ſuch an Opening of the Bows)s 
of God towards me, as at that Seaſon. By 
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By the Bmwels of Gop, my Faith apprehended, 
the infinite Tendernefs, and boundleſs Compaſſions 
of his Nature; as HE is, Jeftovan, Mercirul, 
Exad. xxxiv. 6. And by the troubling of his Bowels, 
I apprehended, his actually taking into his Thoughts, 
the Miſeries and Diſtreſſes of his Children, in all 
the vaſt Grace, and infinite Tenderneſs of his 
Hart, at the appointed Moment of their Deliver- 
ance ; whence bis whole SOUL flows out towards 
'em, in infinite Reſolutions to do them good, ac- 
cording to his eternal Counſek. The Fruit of which 
is, the vehement Out-breating of his Kindled Repent- 
ings, in changing afflictive Diſpenſations, into pro- 
ſperous Providences for his Children; or, his having 
Mercy upon them, Pſa. xl. 17. Exod. iii. 7, 8. Fer. 
Xxxii. 41. Hoſ. xi. 8, 9. I knew that there was 
no Change in God's Heart towards his People; but 
et I faw that there was more contained in thoſe 
hraſes, of troubling of his Bawels, kindling of his 
Repentings, &c. than, barely, the Change of the 
Di ſpenſation. Ei d feem'd to me to ſet forth, the 
internal Wirkings of his unchangeable Heart, in his 
eternal Grace, and infinite Compaſſions towards 
them, as praductive of their Deliverance, at the 
appointed Moment. And my Joy in Gor, pro- 
portionably roſe, with my Apprehenfions of his bound- 
leſs Grace herein | 
And further, I was particularly favour'd with 
Communion with Jeſus Chrift : And my Soul ſet a 
longing for the greateſt Familiarity with him in his. 
Houſe. That Word had been precious to me, 1/2. 
li. 5. Unto them will I give in mine Houſe, and with- 
in my Walls, & Plate and a Name better than of Sons 
and of Daughters : I will give them an everlaſting 
Name that ſhall not be cut off. But I wanted to be 
like the beloved Diſciple, who lean d on Feſus Breaſt 
at Supper-time And I aſk'd my dear Lord, How 
he would deal with me Who gave me this gracious. 
| | 1 Anſwer, 
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Anſwer, Fer. xxxi. 25. J have ſatiated the 1 


Seul, and I have repleniſhed every Jorge Soul. In 
e 


which my kind Bridegroom, ſpake his Heart, and 
told me, That he wonld ſatiate my longing Soul 
vith his Love; that I ſhould have his Heart in all 
the Proviſions of his Houſe; and that he would 
* repleniſh me, with the Joys of his Preſence, as] 
Was a ſorrowful Soul, on account of his Abſence. 


Which was l I wanted. The Privileges of Chriſt; 


Houſe, were very glorious in my View; but! 


thought, *-was it. poſſible to ſeparate my higheſt 
Enjoyments there, from Chriſt's Heart in them, they 
would all be to me, but empty, unſatisfying Things, 
1 fo thirſted for his Heart-Love; and with it he 
told me, HE would ſatisfy me: hat I ſhould haye 
H1MSELF, as well as his Benefits. That Word, alſe, 
was very precious to me, 1/a. xxxlli. 17. Thire 
Lyes fhall ſee the King in his Beauty. At this Time 
I was extremely weak in Body, and the Lord was 
exceeding near to my Spirit. I lay as it were 
at the Mouth of the 3 in the Boſom of Gop. 
And ſome Verſes were dictated to my Mind, which 
were very precious to me. I did not compoſe them 
under divine Aſſiſtance, as many other, I have 
been enabled to do; but they were as if dictated 
to me by the LoxpD himſelf. But as I did not get 
'em penn'd down preſently, I loft all but the two 


firſt, and could not afterwards regain them. The 


two firſt were as follow: 


Now [I'll contend no more; 
In Anger I'll not ſmite : 
Becauſe of Love that was before, 
In which I do delight. 
My Kindneſs on thee fixt, 
Like rocky Hills to ME: 
And I can ze er forget 
The Love I bear to thee. E 
e The 
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The next Verſe, as near as I can remember, 

call'd me forth to behold Gop's Ways of deliver- 
ing me. | 

wh. hus the Lord, gave me Hints of the great 

Things he would do for me. And from this Time, 

the Day of my Deliverance began to dawn; and 


dle increaſing Light of it, like the Morning, altho' 


attended with ſome Clouds, haſted apace to its 
mon-tide Glory. The Lord debated with my Af- 
fiction, and mitigated the Violence thereof, He 
remember d that I was but Duſt ; and ſpared me, that 
I might recover Strength. And this Affliction which 
ſeem'd to me to militate agaim/? the Promiſes, the 

Lord made the Means of their Fulfilment, For by 
Reaſon of its long Continuance, my Nature was fo 
weakned, that it was neceſſary for me, for the Re- 
covery of my Health, to return again into my own 
Air, It was continued, to bring me to this Neceſ- 
fity ; and make way for my Removal. And it was 
mitigated, to enable me for my Journey. Thus my. 
Deliverance came forth, from the LORD of Hoſts, 
who is wonderful in es and excellent in Work- 
ing. My dear Lord Jeſus, had told me, that HE 
would come, and fetch me thence. And when T 
was juſt upon the Remove, I wanted him to tell 
me, whether it was HIM, in this Providence. And 
immediately that Word brake in upon my Heart, 
with great Power and Glory, P/a. xxxv. 3. I am 
thy Salvation. Q. D. It's I, I my SELF, am thy 
« Salvation: I that have promiſed it, am now per- 
forming it: Behold me, therefore, in my vaſt 
© Grace, Power, and Faithfulneſs, coming in this 
© Providence to fave thee.” 

VI. The next Wonder of ſpecial Providence, T 
come to give ſome Hints of, is, the Lord's bringing 
me back from /----, and fixing my Abode again 
at J/-----h, The Weakneſs of my Body, made it 
doubtful to ſome of my Friends whether it was my 
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Duty to wg a ſuch a Journey. But it being ap. 
parent. that I was not like to recover, if I abode 
in that Place, I look'd upon it as a Call to re- 
move. But while J was muſing upon the Diff- 
culties of the Journey by Reaſon of my BHlneſs, I 
was ready to be afraid, and at a Loſs to know 
whether I thould attempt it at preſent. But I was com- 
fortably ſatisſied by the Lord's bringing home that 
Word to my Heart, Song viii. 5. ho is this that 
cometh up from the Wilderneſs, leaning upon her Be. 
{ved ! From whence I was perſuaded, that it was 
my Duty to come up, even from that Milderneſa- (un- 
dition I was then in, lcaning upon my Beloved, In 
Dependance therefore upon his Almighty Power and 
Grace, I ſet forward. And that Word was very 
ſweet to me by the Way, when I was ready to be 
diſcouraged, Deut. xxxili. 27. Underneath are tha 
everlaſting Arms, By which I was comforted, and 
help'd to believe, that theſe mighty Arms would 
carry me ſafely thro' my preſent Difficulties. Nor 
did J truſt the Lord in vain: For Almighty 
Power, and never-failing Mercy brought me ſafe 
to the Place, where I expected to fee Abundance 
of promis'd Glory, _ | | 
Thus being, to the Joy of my Heart, redeemed 
from my Captrve-State, and brought again to my 
own Border, I went to attend upon God in his 
Houſe, on a Day appointed by the Church for a 
ſolemn Church-meeting. At which Time Mr. G--t 
expounded thoſe Words, Iſa. xl. 9. Say wnto the 
Cities. of Judab, behold your God. And the Lord 
made it a Day of great Gladneſs to my Heart. Ob 
how precious was the Word to my Soul How ſuita- 
ble to my Cafe ! I thought it was on Purpoſe for me, 
and that the Lord by his Servant call'd me at that 
Time, in an eſpecial Manner, to behold my GoD, 
and his wonderful Appearances for me, in that 
amazing Diſpenſation of Favour, I was then * . 
by u 
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But quickly after this, I was again fried. For 
tho' I was brought to the Place, where 1 expected to 
ſee the Glory of God in Sion, yet my bodily Weak- 
neſs was ſuch, that it ſeem'd as if it would prevent 
my Attendance upon Him in his Houſe: And the 
next Lord's Day I was Hinder d ſrom going to the 
Meeting. This proved a great Trial to me, under 
which I was ready to N But the Lord brought 
that Word with great Power to my Heart, Mark xvi. 
7. There all N fee him, as he ſaid unto. you.. By 
which I was ſtrengthened in Faith, and again 
belp'd to believe, in the Face of all preſent Con- 
trarietiet, that I ſhould yet. ſee my Beloved, in that 
very Place where I had expeded his Preſence, accord- 
ing to what he had ſaid unto me, in all thoſe glo- 
rious Promifes he had given me of that Mercy, 
which at this Time were again brought to my 
Mind, to the filling of my Heart with Faith and 
Joy. Thoſe Words alſo were very ſweet to me, 
I Cor. iii. 21, 22. All Things are yours: Whether 
Life or Death. From whence I was perſuaded, that 
Life was mine, natural, ſpiritual, and eternal: And 
in particular, that natural Life, and a freſh Increaſe 
of it in a comfortable Meaſure of Health, ſhould be 


given me, in Subſerviency to my Enjoyment of 


ſpiritual Life and Glory in Sion. For this there- 
fore I ſought the Lord, and HE graciouſly heard 


my Cry; fo that I ſtrangely revived. in a little 


Time. And as my Body was ftrengthen'd to at- 
tend upon God in the Ordinances of his Houſe, ſo 


my Soul was exceedingly favoured with the ſweet 


Enjoyment of his Preſence therein. 

My Beloved. brought me to his Banguetting-Heuſc, 
and bis Banner over me was Love. A. glorious Feaſt, 
He made for me in that Mountain, or Hill of Sion, 
where he promiſed to fatiate my longing. Soul. 
And oh, how familiarly did my Rzyal Brideg rom 
deal with me, a vile Worm! How did. I lean on 
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hit Breaſt at Supper-time! What Openings of his 
Heart A favour'd with? So that my Soul was 
abundantly ſatisfied, as with Marrow and Fatneſ, 
and fill'd with joyful Wonder at his boundleſs Grace! 
The Lord made me to boſe the double, according 
to his Promiſe. So that I oft thought, I 4ſt nothing 
by going into Captivity, becauſe I had ſuch a doubl; 
ortion of Joy and Happineſs upon my Retury, 
Then was I in his Eyes as one that found Favour! 
And the Royal Grace of my Beloved, raviſh'd my 
Soul with its unveild Glory! Oh, thought I, 
© what Manner of Grace is this towards vile me, 
< that whoever goes without a Meſs from the King's 
Table, in an Ordinance, I ſhall not! For ] ſel. 
dom, if ever, attended divine Worſhip, but 1 en- 
Joy'd more or leſs of the ſenſible Preſence of Gon 
therein; I felt his Power, and ſaw his Glory: 80 
2wonderfully was I favour'd ! | EE 
Thus the Lord reſtored me to the Enjoyment of 
all thoſe Privileges which for a Time had been ſuſ- 
pended. And I was made to /ee the Faithfulneſs of 
Gop, in the Fulfilment of all thoſe Promiſes which, 
before my Removal, I had had of this Glory. And 
was filled with Vonder at that infinite Wiſdom, and 
boundleſs Grace, which had brought forth the pre- 
miſed Mercy, in a triumphant Glory, from under all 
that Death and Darkneſs which paſſed over it, in 
contrary , Diſhenſations. And now, again, my Soul 
Was as a Hind let loofe. 1 fed in the Ways, and ny 
Paſtures were in all high Places. And while the 
Lokxp my Shepherd, led me into green N als: by 
the ill Naters, Oh what delightful Solace did 
find! Yea, in the Midſt hereof HE cauſed me to 
lie down and reſt, as being perſuaded that I ſhould 
not again be driven out from this my Inheritance. 
And here I may take Notice, that before my 
going to J/-----, I had a Deſire to join with the 
Church of Chriſt at -h, over which Mr, G---t 
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was Paſtor. Upon which I ſought the Lord to ac- 
quaint me with his Mind therein. And that Word 
was very ſweet to me on this Account, Gen. xxiv. 
31. Come in thou bleſſed of the LORD, wherefore 
ſlandeft thou without © But ſtill I wanted the Lord to 
ſay ſomething further to me, about his granting my 
Deſire in this Reſpect. And that Word was brought 
with great Power, Mat. xv. 28. Be it unto thee, 
even as thou wilt. Upon this, I wrote for my Diſ- 
miſſion from the Church at Z-----n, to which I be- 
long' d, to the Church at -, aforeſaid. But 
inſtead of my receiving the epected Mercy, a great 
Death paſſed upon it. The Gentleman who was. 
to write, falling ſick, I had no Letter till after my 
Removal, when, as to the outward Face of Things, 
it ſeem'd as if it would be of no Service to me. 
But yet I had fome Hopes, notwithſtanding, that 
the Lord would bring me back again to õ 
and that then, upon this recommendatory Letter, 
I ſhould enjoy the deſired Bleſſing of dwelling in 
that Houſe of God. Which accordingly came to 
paſs. For upon my being brought back again, 
and reſtored to all my former Privileges, as afore- 
ſaid, I had this additional one granted, of being 
join d to the Church, and enjoying a full and moſt de- 
lightful Communion with that Company of fa- 
roured Saints, 3 
But, Oh! the infinite Grace that F faw, in 
my being brought into this Houſe of God, and pri- 
vileged with beholding of his Glory there I ſaw it 
to be great Grace, that beſtowed all the great Pri- 
vileges I enjoy'd; and a wonderful Extenſion of 
10 Riches, in that this promis'd Glory was, once 
and gain, given me as an Anſwer of Faith and. 
Prayer. Oh, what an additional Brightneſs, was 
put upon this great Ehry, while I faw, boundleſs: 
Love, infinite Faithfulneſs, and Almighty Power: 
bringing it to me, at fir/t, thro' fo many Deaths ! 
And 
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And again, reſtoring it to me, with Advantage, af- 
ter innumerable Trials, in a State of Captivity ! 
Again, The Glory of infinite, free, reigning 
Grace, in bringing this Mercy to me, once and 
again, notwithſtanding my great Unworthinek, 
Diſingenuity, and evil requiting the Lord for all 
his Kindneſs; did wonderfully raviſh my Soul. Oh 
the Glory I /aw, the Joy I Felt in abundant Pardon 
I thought, the Lord extended more Grace unto me, 
in giving me a Place in his Houſe, than to any 
other of his Children, becauſe I was more vile and 
undeſerving. And when I have been near him, I 
have told him, © That if I had had to do with all 
the Grace of Creatures, united in One, it had been 
© too little for me, I had long ſince exhauſted it. 
No created Grace could have borne with my 
s Provocations. But I was glad that h:s Grace; was 
£ the Grace of JEHovan, an infinite, inexhauſti- 
ble Ocean, that I could never draw dry, nor 
« leſſen!” And while, adoring, I fell down before 
the Immenſity of Grace, my doul was humbled, my 
Heart melted ; I hated Sin, and lothed myſelf for all 
my Abominations. And glad was I of that precious 
Word, P/a. xlviii. 3. God is known in her Pala- 
ces for a Refuge. For while the Lord, in bound- 
lefs Grace, and infinite Forbearance, ſuffer'd me to 
dwell in that Palace of Sien, I ſaw, that J conti- 
nually needed his Name, as. a ſtrong Tower, to run in- 
to for Safety: Even that Name, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 
The LORD, the LORD God, Merciful and Gra- 
cious, Long-ſuffering, and abundant in Goodneſs and 
Truth, Oh, this gl:rious Name, as diſplay'd in 
Chriſt, how glad was my poor Soul, to vun into it 
for a Refuge! And in it I found Sanctuary. For 
my own God went on with me, in Chriſt, for- 
giving Iniguity, Tranſzreſſien, and Sin. Yea, ſo 
great was his Grace, that he dealt with me as if I 
bad never offended him by my difingenuous Car- 


riage ! 


do me good, with his whole Heart, and with his 
whole Soul! According to- this Promiſe which he 
gave me when :in Captivity. WEE 

Thus kindly the Lord dealt with me] And by 
his Loving Kindneſs he drew out my Heart into vaſt 
Deſires to ſerve him. I langed, even to Fuinting, to 
do ſomething for his Glory, before I went home to 
the full Enjoyment of him. And that Word was 
very precious to me on this Account (when under a 
fitneſs for his Service) I/a. xxx. 18. Thertfore will 
the LORD want, that he may be gracitus anio you. Oh 

how ſaueet was this Declaration of Grace to m 

Soul! I was hence encouraged to hope in the Lord's 
Mercy; and was perſuaded that he would take the 


Opportunity of my Unworthineſs, Vileneſs, Cc. 


to glorify the Riches of his Grace, in conferring 


this Honour upon me, to employ me about ſome 


Service for his Glory. | 
Quickly after this, it pleaſed the Lord to lay his 
afflicting Hand upon me, and bring me near to the 
Gates of Death. And in the Faith of God's ever- 
hſting Kindneſs, and that Glory he had prepar'd 
for me, T could freely have gone Home. But in the 
Review of my paſt Life, while I look'd back upon 
the Lord's wonderful Goodneſs towards me, and all 
the great Things he had done for me, I was much 
grieved that I had done fo little for Him. I was 
wonderfully favoured with overcoming Diſcoveries 
of God's Love. And had fweet Peace with him 
in the Faith of his paſſing by all my Tranſgreſ- 
hons; but this pierced my Heart, that my dear Father 
had had ſo little Glory by me in an active Way. I 
kncw that I ſhould glorify him perfelily, when 
| came 


- 
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riage _ He not only let me dioeil in his Houſe, 5 ; 
notwithſtanding my Unworthineſs and Vileneſs, 
but he welcom'd me to this bleſt Abode, was ve- 
ry familiar with me there, and 'rejoreed over me to 
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came to Heaven; but then I thought, I ſhould 
not have the Opportunity of glorifying him before 
Men, as I might have while in the Body. And 
my Heart being much drawn out in Deſires to do 
ſomething for Gop, before I was taken home to the 
full Enjoyment of him: I aſk'd this Favour of the 
Lord, That, if conſiſtent with his eternal Purpoſe, 
© he would ſpare my Life a little longer; and that 
© the whole of my remaining Days, under the In- 
© fluence of his own Spirit, might be caſt as a Drop 
„ Service, into the Ocean of his Love. And I bad 
ſuch Views of my Nearne/s to Him, and of the 
Intereſt J had in his Heart, that I was perſuaded he 
would grant my Requeſt, if it was con/i/tent with 
his'Glory, and for my Advantage. And quickly 
after, that Word was brought with great Power to 
my Heart, Exod. xv. 26. J am the LORD that 
 healeth thee. And that alſo, Fer. xxxi. 4. Again I 
will build thee, and thou ſhalt be built. From whence 
J was perſuaded, that the Lord would raiſe me up 
again. But my Faith was tried before I received 
the Mercy. The Affliction continued, and I grew 
weaker ; ſo that I knew not what to think of it. 
And I was troubled at the Weakneſs of my Faith: 
« Oh! thought I, how little a while can I hold it 
< with my dear Father, truſting his infinite Faithful- 
© neſs in the Dark? And thofe Words were 
brought to my Mind, with great Sweetneſs, I/. lx. 
$5 74 ſhine, fer thy Light is come, and the 
Glory of the LORD is riſen upon thee. The LORD 
ſhall ariſe upon thee, and his Glory, ſhall be ſeen upon 
thee. By the firſt Clauſe, Ariſe, ſhine, fer thy 
Light is come: I was ready to think the Lord in- 
tended a gracious raiſing me from a ſick Bed, to 
ſerve and glorify him as my Soul defired. And 
theſe Words, The Glory of the LORD is riſen 
upon thee: The LORD /hall * upon thee, and his 
Cry /ball be ſeen upon thee: Were very precious 
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to my Soul. Oh ! with what Pleaſure did I behold 
the Lok p himſelf, my Glory-Sun, as the Fountain 
of all my Light! I ſaw myſelf like the Moon, to 
be a dark Body; but yet, thro Grace, made a re- 
ceptive Body, or a Body capable of receiving Light 
and Glory, by the LoR p, the Glory-Sun, his ari- 
ſing upon me. The LORD ſhall ariſe upon thee, 
Oh ! here I view'd all my preſent and future 
Brightneſs, both in Grace and Glory, ſecured. 
And his Glory ſhall be ſeen upon thee: From this I 
ſaw, that all my Luſtre was but the Reflection of 
his Glory caſt upon me: My ſhining, but the 
Brightneſs of his Rays. But, oh! how my Soul 
was humbled in the Duſt under a Senſe of my own 
Darkneſs, and raiſed up to admire Free-Grace, in- 
this Proviſion of Light and Glory for me! 

From the whole, my Heart was full of Joy, 
and my Soul encouraged to Hope, that the Loxp 
would raiſe me up again from a ſick Bed, ariſe 
upon me with his own Brightneſs, in order to 
fit me for Uſefulneſs, and cauſe his Glory to be 
ſeen upon me, in a Life of Service to his Ho- 
nour. Altho', by Reaſon of the Continuance of the 
Affliction, I was ready to be at a Loſs, whether 
my dear Lord intended hereby, my ariſing from a 
ſick Bed, to ſhine under his Rays, in a Life of 
Uſefulneſs here on Earth ; or my ariſing into my 
Glory-Sphere in Heaven, to ſhine forth for ever in 
the Fulneſs of his Light. Both looked very glo- 
rious to me; and my Mill was bow'd to the di- 
vine Mill, and I waited for a further Zxplication 
of the Promiſe in Providence. "Thoſe Words alfo, 
were much to me, James v. 14z 15. 4s any fick 
among you ? Let him call for the Elders of the 
Church, and let them pray over him. ----- And 
the Prayer of Faith ſhall ſave the Sick, and 
the Lord ſhall raiſe him up; and if he have commit- 
ted Sins, they ſhall be forgiven him, ARGS 

i 
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did fo; and I was perſuaded, that if the Lord do- 
bh to fare me, my Life ſhould be given as an 
 Hnſwer of Prayer. And thoſe Words ſounded very 
Tweetly, The Lord hall raiſe him up. And bleſſed 
be his Name He did fo; tho' I was ſome Time ere! 
recovered Strength. | f 
Under this Affliction, I was confined nine Lord's 
Days from publick Worſhip: And my Soul longed 
exceedingly, for the Privileges of God's Houſe, | 
even to fainting for the Courts of the Lox D: Oh! 
"what a Glory did I ſee in Sion, as Gop, the Father, 
Son, and Spirit dwelt there! And as it was the 
Dwelling-Place of Saints and Angels ! Oh, thought 
I, that my Feet might again ſtand within her Gates 
That T might again be privileged to behold her Glory! 
Sometimes, under humbling Views of my own Vile- 
meſs, and Unworthineſs to dwell in Sian, I thought, 
my dear Lord had frown'd me away from his Preſence 
© there: And faid unto me, in this aMiQive Provi- 
tence, as unto Peter, Mat. xvi. 23. Get thee behind 
me. And I was griev'd for all my unkind, and diſin- 
genuous Carriage towards my dear Lord. And 
while I fear'd, the Affliction was a Rebuke, the 
fore-mention'd Word, was ſweet to me, 15 he have 
tommutted Sins, they ſhall be forgiven him. And while 
I mournfully thought, I was caſt behind Chriſt, that 
Word was very precious to me, Luke xxii. 61. 
And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. Oh! 
the Grace that I ſaw in this Love-Look, caft upon 
poor Peter, to melt his Heart into Goſpel-Repentance 
And I waited for a Manifeſtation of this infinite Fa- 
vour : When Chriſt, as the Lokp, Fehovah, that 
changeth not, would loo upon me again, in a Turn 
of the Diſpenſation, with a re Ray of boundleſs 
Grace, and ſet me befere his Face, as one of his dear 
Favourites, to enjoy his ſweet Preſence in his Houſe 
as I was wont. And, bleſſed be his Name, Hz did 
not ſtay long, ere he gave me the Deſire o my 
1cart;. 
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Heart. And tho' I mourn'd while I was kept 
back from the Lord's Houſe, yet was he very gra- 
cious to me, in that at all Times, when his Chil- 
dren met together to feaſt in Sion, I had a Portion, 

a Meſs was ſent me from the King's. Table. In 
which I ſaw, that in infinite Bowels he earneſtly 
remember'd me ſtill. 3 py: 

During this Affliction, I was many Ways tried. 
But the . of Gop was ſo ſhed abroad in my 
Heart, that made me have high and honourable 
Thoughts of Him, and of all his Dealings with 
me. And once, in particular, when I was think- 
ing the Affliction long, my Heart was ſweet 
- wrought up into Submiſſion to the divine Will, 
believing that the Lime of it was well-order'd, 
both for God's Honour, and my Advantage. I 
was help'd to reaſon with my own Soul, thus: 
Wouldſt thou row, if God ſhould grant thee 
© thy Defire, be releas'd from thy Trials, or have 
any Degree of them abated, upon Condition that 
Gon ſhould loſe any Glory thereby? And my 
very Heart anfwer d, 16. Well then (as I was 
« help'd to reaſon) be content to have Things juſt 
as they are, during God's Pleaſure. They are 
© {o well-order*d, that nothing could be better than 
Cit is; and the Affliction ſhall laſt no longer than 
© the Glory of God, and thy Good are concern 
& Ti hg But oh, how ſweetly did I, at this Time, 
both loſe my Will in Gop's, and fird it there too, 
with the greateſt Complacency ! Yea, I faw fo 
much Grace, Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs, in the be- 
ſtowing, managing, and over-ruling all my Trials, 
that made me /ove the Fork of my Lord's Hands, 
tho” it was in Aflictian- Chains. 

But, notwithſtanding the many Trials which 
attended me, my Conſolations were abundant. 
While the Lord kept me in the Furnace of Af 
fiction, I had the Joy to ſee himſelf with me _— 
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oh! the infinite Grace, and ſympathizing 

Bowels I ſaw in my dear Lord Jefus, from thoſe 
Words, Mat. xxv. 36. I was ich, &c. I ſaw, that 
there was not any, the leaſt Affliction that touch-' 
ed me, but what He had the moſt inward feeling 
of, yea, counted it as his own! And oh, with 
what Pleafure did I reſt my weary Head, in the 
Boſom of my Beloved, my ſweet Companion in 
Tribulation! 5 
And as I faw Love enough in Chriſt's Heart to 
ſatisfy me, and make the Affliction eaſy while it 
laſted ; ſo alſo I was favour'd with precious Prof- 
pects of the Glory reſerv'd for me; from thoſe 
Words, 1 Pet. i. 4. To an Inheritance incorrupti- 
ble and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved 
in Heaven for you. 55 5 

It was with great Delight, I beheld the Inheri- 
_ tance reſerved for me in Heaven, ſet forth, in this 
Text, under three Metaphors ; 1. That of whit: 
Robes, Rev. iii. 4, 5. As Tokens of Victory, Pu- 
rity and Honour. And to ſhew the Perfection of 
its Glory, as ſet forth under this Similitude, it's 
ſaid to be wnaefiled! I ſaw with Pleaſure, that 
when once I had got on my white Robes of Glory, 
there would not be the leaſt Spot of Sin, or Sar- 
row, to darken or fully them; or ſo much as a P/ 
ſibility of Defilement. 2. I view'd the Glory pre- 
par'd for me, under the Similitude of a Feaſt. As, 
Luke xii. 37. And to ſet forth the tranſcendent Ex- 
cellency of it as ſuch, it is ſaid to be incorruptible ! 
The richeſt Dainties of an earthly Feaſt, are ſubject 
to Putrifaftion, and may become nauſeous. But the 

| Glories of the heavenly Banquet have no Corruptibi- 
lity in them, nor ſhall they ever grow Stale / Our 
| Feaſt in Heaven, will be ever Beginning, and never 
have an End The Glories we ſhall feaſt upon, will 
be new, new to Eternity; and our Appetites as new 
and conſtant as the Feaſt! 3. I ſaw the many a 
erVe 
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ſerved for me, ſet forth under the Metaphor of the 
Spring, the Spring-Seaſon of the Year. And to 
ſhew its Permanency, in this reſpect, it's faid, that 
it fadeth not away / The natural Spring is a very 
pleaſant, delightful Seaſon, when the Earth, Trees, 
and Plants under the freſh Approach of the Sun, 
appear with new Life and Glory. But then, there's 
no Spring in Nature, but has an Autumn to ſucceed it. 
But the Glories of the heavenly State, will be ever 
green and flouriſhing ! We ſhall then enjoy an ever- 
laſting Spring (both in Regard of the ever-growing 
Diſplays of infinite Glory, and alſo of its eternal In- 
fluence upon „ when we eat of the Tree of Life, 
which is in the Midſt of the Paradiſe of GOD ! 
1 | 

Again, 4 I was favour'd with precious Views 
of the Glory prepar'd for me, ſo alſo with the Me- 
dium of its Communication. From John xvii. 23. J in 
them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in 
one, Oh, with what Pleaſure did I ſee, from 
hence, that all my Communion with Gop in Glory, 
would for ever be enjoy'd in his Son ! O, the beau- 
tiful Order of all Glory-Communications to the 
Head and Members! Thou in Mg, ſays CHRIST: 
There's the fir/f and immediate Communication, 
the upper Glory of the Head. And I in them: 
There's the derived Glory of the Members in its 

| higheſt Perfection. 5 

Thus the Glory prepared for me, together with 
the Medium of its Communication, viz. the glori- 
hed human Nature of my dear Lord Jeſus, were 
very precious to me, and J long'd for the Enjoyment 
of it. But, as the Lord had given me to ſee a 
great Glory in ſerving him in this World, drawn out 
my Deſires after it, and alſo given me ſome Hopes 
and Expectations of it; I waited for this Honour 
to be conferred upon me. And the LoRD's waiting 
ta be graciaus to me in this Refpect, did much encou- 


rage 
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rage my Soul when under humbling Vretos of my 
own Vileneſs, Unworthineſs, and Vaſitheb to do 
any Thing for God. That Word alſo, was precious 
to me on this Account, Rom. v. 2. By dy alfo 
abe have Acceſs by Faith into this Grace wherein we ſtand, 
I faw, that if ever I did any Service for GOD, I 
mutt fand in Grace 1. For the Honour of Ex- 
ployment, or a being cal”d to this or that Service, 
2. In Grace, for Afifance, if ever I did any Thing 
aright. 3. In Grace, for Sacceſs, or a gracious 
vꝛoning of my weak Attempts to ferve the Lokp. 
4. In Grace, for Pardon, or free Porgiveneſs of the 
Iniquity of my beſt Duties. And 5. In Grace, for 
of all my weak Performanees. I was al- 
ſo inſtructed into my Duty of conſtant. abiding in 
Chrift by Faith, and being ftrong in the Grace that 
in him. And likewiſe into my Privilege, of having 
Acceſs, under the Manuduction of the Holy Spirit, 
into the Grace where I ſtood. And while my Soul 
was drawn out into vaſt Deſtres after Abundance of 


Grace to ſerve the Lord; he gave me ſweet En- 


eouragement that my Prayers ſhould be an/wer'd, in 
this Reſpect, from Rom. viii. 27. Aud he that ſearch- 
eth the Hearts, knoweth what is the Mind of the Spi- 
rit, becauſe be maketh Interceſſion for the Saints, at- 
cording to the Will of Ged. I was hence perſuaded, 
that tho' I could not c/oath my vaſt Defrres, with 
Words fully expreſſive thereof, yet that my Heart 
was under the a/l-ſearching Eye of Fehovah ; he 
knew the Mind of the Spirit. And alſo, that as 
this Drawing out of my Soul, was from the Interceſ- 
ſion-Work of the Holy Spirit in me, ſo I ſhould 
be ſatisfied; becauſe he maketh Interceffion for the 
Saints, according to the Will of GOD. Oh, 
thought I, it is becauſe there are v2 Prepara- 
© #:ons of Grace made for me, that ſuch v Deſires 
© are wrought in my Soul after it: And how much 
would my thirſty Soul take in, if it might * 
| i 
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is Fin! Then that Word came, Pſ. Ixxi. 10. 
Open thy Mouth wide, and I will fill it. As if the 
Lord had faid, Take in as much Grace as thou 
« wilt; ſtretch thy Deſires as wide as thou canſt, 
' fill them. That Word alſo was brought, 


1 Jom ii. 24. Ye ſhall continue in the Son, and in the 


Father. But, oh, what an Ocean of Grace did I ſee 
myſelf encloſed in! I ſaw myſelf, as ſtanding in 
Union to Chriſt, and the Father in him, Caſt as it 
were into a Sea of Grace ! Where, like the Fiſh in 
the Water, it was but opening my Mouth, the 
Mouth of Faith, and taking in all the Grace I 
wanted, for all Kinds of Service, out of that inex- 
hauftible Fulneſs with which I was ſurrounded | 
Thus my kind Lord, made this Affliction a fair 
Seeds-time, from whence I expected a joyful Harve/?. 
And when I had received all that Inſtruction, and 
Conſolation, the Lord defign'd me under it, he then 
raiſed me up, and reſtored me to the Enjoyment of 
all the Privileges of his Houſe: Which I eſteem'd 
a Gain, more worth than Worlds ! I fed in the Ways, 
and my Paſtures were in all high Places. Scarce any 
Opportunity I had of meeting with the Saints, for 
publick Worſhip, but I enjoy'd Gop in it. And 
as in his, ſo in my own Houſe, I feaſted upon his 
loving Kindneſs, which is better than Life] And my 
Fellowſhip with the Saints, after I was raiſed from 
this Affliction, was exceeding ſweet. There was 
a double Glory upon it. So that I every Way de- 
lighted myſelf in the Loxp's great Goodneſs ! But 
while I was in the midſt of all my Enjoyments, lo, 


another Scene began to open. Which brings me, 


VII. To the laſt Step of Providence I ſhall take 
Notice of, viz. the Lord's removing my Habitation 
from 5, to Great Granſden, in Huntington- 
ſhire, the Place of my preſent Abode. But before 


I ſpeak any Thing particularly about my Removal, 


. IT muſt 


5 # 
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I muſt give ſome Hints concerning the Occaſion 
of it, 5 | "0 

It pleaſed the Lord, ſome conſiderable Time be. 

fore, to call my Huſband to the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry. From the Time that the Lord wrought up- 
on his Heart, in a ſaving Converſion to Chriſt, 
which was about the ſeventeenth Year of his Ape, 
he had a very ſtrong Deſire after the Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel. And tho' he was then an Apprentice to a 
Clothier and Draper, yet this Deſire after the Mi- 
niſtry prevail'd ſo far, that he requeſted his Father 
to buy out his Time, and beſtow that Money which 
he deſign'd to ſet him up for a Lradeſman, in giving 
him Learning for the Miniſtry, that ſo he might 
be more fully qualify*'d for this great Work, which 
he ſo much defired. And after a Time, his Father 
conſented to give him Learning. And to School, in 
ſeveral Places, he was put for ſome Years. And thus 
from a Deſire after the Miniſtry, he went on in the 
Purſuit of his Studies. But after we were marry'd, 
for our preſent Subſiſtence, he did ſomething at his 
Trade :_ As I hinted before, in the Account I gave 
of our being brought to h. And thro' ſeveral 
trying Things that fell out, it was ſome Time e'er 
the Deſire of his Heart was given him, in his be- 
ing ſtatedly employ'd in the Work of the Miniſtry. 
But having been call'd to the Work, by a Church 
to which he join'd, he preach'd occaſionally for a 
While at ſeveral Places. And thus he preach'd du- 
ring great Part of the Time of our laſt Abode at 
I/-----h, which was about three Years, at ſeveral 
Places, ſome of which were pretty far diſtant. And 
he having heard of a poor People at Great Gran/- 
den, which wanted Supply, the Lord laid it upon his 


e give them a. Viſit. Which accordingly he 


did, was kindly received, and invited to aſſiſt them 
as often as he could. Soon after my dear Yokefellow 
had preach'd at Gran/den, he was invited likewiſe 

10 
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to preach at Croyden, four Miles diſtant. The Peo- 
ple at both thoſe Places made but one Church ; and 
were uſed to keep up their Meetings (when they 
had a Paſtor, or a ſtated Miniſter) at both Towns ; 
one Lord's Day at Granſden, and another at Croyden, 
ſucceſſively. And as the People wanted Supply for 
both theſe Places, and our Habitation was far diſtant, 
it was their Deſire, that we ſhould in a little Time 
remove the Place of our Abode to reſide amongſt 
them, in order to ſerve them wholly. | 

This Change of Providence when it firſt appear'd, 
prov'd a great Trial to me. Being led by my great 
Shepherd into thoſe green Paſtures which his own 
Love beſtow' d, once and again, as an Anſwer of 
Faith and Prayer, I felt the moſt delightful Solace, 
was made to lie down, and very unwilling to re- 
move. Like Peter in the Mount, I ſaid, It is good 
tn be here, My Heart was ſo knit to my preſent 
Enjoyments, that nothing but an Almighty Power 
could looſen it. As for my dear Huſband, I thought 
he might leave theſe People at a Diſtance, . and be as 
uſeful in other Places near at hand. 

But once, when he was repreſenting their Caſe to 
me, As a little Handful of Saints that loved the 
pure Goſpel, and had been wont to bear a Teſti- 
mony for it; by reaſon whereof they had many 
Enemies that would be glad to ſee them ſcatter d; 
and that now, being in low Circumſtances, the 
Cauſe of Chriſt was like to ſink amongſt them, 
* unleſs they had a ſuitable Supply: I found my 
Heart moved with Compaſſion towards them. And 
ſoon after, the Lord brought that Word to my 
Mind, As xvi. 9. Come over into Macedonia, and 
held us. From whence I was taught, that if I could 
be any Means of Helping the Cauſe of Chriſt, and 
the dear Saints in that Place where Providence 
ſeem'd to call me, by removing thither, it was my 
Duty to be willing to yield them the utmoſt Aſſiſt- 

ance 


. ̃ wo ene ops 


£44 A Brief Account of the © 
ance I could. By this Word, while the Power of 
God therein was upon my Heart, I was changed in- 
to the Likeneſs of it, notwithſtanding the former 
ſtrong Propenſe of my Soul the other Way. Thus 
the Lord began to give me a Turn of Mind, as to 
my Abode at -h. 
But ſtill there was Unwillingneſs in me, and ma- 
en. the Objections I raiſed from it. But that 
ord came home to my Soul in the great Power of 
God, John xxi. 15. Lovęſt thou me ?-- Feed my Lambs. 
In the former Part of theſe Words, Love/t thou ME ? 
my Lord open'd a Soul-overcoming View of all his 
own. Love manifeſted to me, and particularly in the 
Git of thoſe precious Enjoyments which I was ſo 
loth to leave: And then HE putting the Queſtion 
to my Heart, Loveſt thou Mz ? I found my Soul, 
under the ſtrong Attraction of his Love, mightily 
drawn out to love HIM again. I felt my Bowel: 
move, and all the Love of my Soul, upon the Flow, 
like a ſwift Stream, haſting apace into the Ocean of 
his Love, from whence it ſprang. And then, in 
the latter Part of the Words, Feed my Lambs ; he 


put it upon my Love to Him, juſt then ſet all on a 


Flame, by the enkindling Fire of his fir/t Love. But 
oh, how ſweetly and powerfully my dear Lord drew 
me, to give up all my Enjoyments into his Glory, and 
to take that, as my Sowl-ſatisfying Enjoyment ! HE 
zboc d me, won me, overcame my Heart, in thoſe Mo- 
ments of his Love-Power; and I as freely gave up 
all thoſe precious Privileges, which his boundleſs 
Love beſtow'd, as ever I received em from him 
Oh, the Glory of my Lorp | what a raviſhing Pre- 
ciouſneſs, and tranſcendent Excellency did I ſee in it! 
Now I judged it far better to glorify him, when 


call'd to any Piece of Service, than merely to enjoy 
him. My Soul being on a Flame of Love to his 


Glory, I could, with unſpeakable Pleaſure, den 
ſpiritual Self, in the Delights. of ſpiritual Senſe, (a 
O Thing 
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Gracious Dealings of Gov, &c. 145 
Thing which before I had long' d, and pray'd for- 
but found it hard to come at) and take up my Lox p, 
his Glory, Honour, and Intereſt, asemy Soul-ſatisfy- 
8 AL | 3B $4 | | | | 1 
** by the unſpeakable Sweetneſs I felt in this 
holy Reſignation wrought in my Soul, and compla- 
cent Acquieſcence in the ll of GOD, I was led, 
afreſn, into the Goodneſs, Excellency, and Glory 
of Cos Law, which commandeth, 7 love the Lord 
aur Cod with all our Heart, Soul and Strength, Mat. 
xii. 37. Oh how Pleaſant did I find Obedience to 
this Command, while with my Mind, or new Na- 
ture, I ſerved the Law of Cod, Rom. vii. 25, as 
being under it to Chriſt, the King of Sion? 


Thus my Lord made me willing to ſerve Him | 


in the Day of his Power. And oh, how ſweetly 
thoſe Words ſounded, my Lambs] my Soul was en- 
dur d to Chriſt's Lambs, as His So that I thought, 


if they might be fed, I could freely give up all my 


Vnjoyments, the green fat Paſtures I then lay down 
in, Yea, I fo lov'd Chriſt and his Lambs, that I 
thought, I ſhould make a Teaſt out of my Lord's 
Glory, in their Supply; however it might be witli 
me. And as by this one Word of Chriſt's Mouth, 
he made me willing, if call'd, to remove with my 


dear Yokefellow, that his Lambs might be fed; fo 
he put the People into my Heart: And I felt fuch 


an endear*d Love to them, and a kind of natural 
(ure for 'em, that at Times I was fit to wonder 


at, ſeeing they were all of em perſonally unfnoton 
to me. | bd AE | | 


But ſoon after this Willingneſs was wrought in 
my Soul, I met with many Diſcouragements from 
my own Unworthineſs, and Inability to do any 
hing for God; and was ready to fear that my 


Removing would be but of little Service to the 


Cauſe of Chriſt, But. amidſt the Mukitude of my 
. * Theugliis 


* 


ö 


— ere 


o 
* 

ths — — — ä — B 
- * * 3 * 


3 


R 


— — — — . * 
— — . —e „ 
. ah She * _— 
_ x * 2 ; 


— AR 
— 
8 — 
1 * 


24 
* * 
— — ——— — v- 
3 r 


—̃ — 
n 5 


apr 2A 
—Y p 
SEES; Re xx. way 


* — al 
2 . * 3 
N e 


146 A Brief Account of ibe 
Thoughts within me, the Lord broke in with the 
Comforts of his Holy Spirit, in thoſe. Words, | 
lviii. 10, &c. F thou draw out thy Sou to the 115 
gry, and 5075 the aflicted Soul, then ſhall thy Ligh 
ariſe in Obſcurity,---Thou' ſhalt raiſe ub the Fundy. 
tions of many Generations; and thou ſbalt he called, th 
Reparrer of the Breach, the Rgſtorer of Paths. to dy 
in. From hence I was comfortably perſuaded, that i 
I drew out my Soul to theſe Hungry, and ſatify 
theſe afflited ones, my Labour ſhould not be in 
vain in the Lord. And oh! how ſweetly theſe 
Words founded, Thou /halt be called, the Repairer f 
the Breach ! &c. How ſweetly did the Lord herehy 
allure me into that Piece of Service which his Provi- 
dence ſeem'd to call me to; and alſo afſure me of 


Succeſs if I ventur'd on't, and of his gracious Ac- 
. Ceptance of my weak Endeavours to ſerve him there- 


in ! The Lord, as I hinted, had drawn out my 
Soul, a little Time before, into vaſt Deſires to ſerve 
him, and the ſame Deſires being kept up in my 
Heart, theſe Words were a precious Encouragement 
to me, that I /ould do ſomething for Gop, in 
drawing out my Soul to the Hungry, notwithſtand- 
ing the deep Senſe I was under of my Weakneſs and 
Unworthineſs : And oh, what a yerning of Bowels 


did I then feel towards them 


But preſently this Objection ſtarted up in my 
Mind, Their Church-State is not Profen; and 


how can I then be called, the Repairer of the 


© Breach ?* In Anſwer to which, the Lord led 
me to ſee, that tho' their Church-State was not 
broken, yet they were reduced to low Circum- 


ſtances; the Lord having withdrawn his wonted 


Favours from them, in regatd of their comfortable 


Supply for the Adminiſtration of the Word and Or- 


dinances : And that whenever the Lord withdrew 


from his People, there was always a Breach made 


3 upon 


— 
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upon Sien's Glory. Upon this, I ſaw, that there 
was Room for the promis'd Grace to be extended ; 
and was perſuaded, that if I did draw out my Soul ts 


Breach, &c. And, 
Further, at this Time alſo, the Lord gave nfe a 
Soul-raviſhing Proſpect of the Glory of the Work 
of building up Sten, from P/a. cii. 13. Theu ſhalt 
ariſe, and have Mercy upon Zion: For the Time t» ſa- 
our her, yea, the ſet Time is come. And Ver. 16. 
Il hen the Lord ſhall build up Zion, he ſhall appear in 
his Glory. From theſe Words I ſaw, that notwith- 


| ſtanding God's withdrawing from his People at 


Times, and their being reduced thereby to a low 
Eſtate ; yet he had his Time, his ſet Time to fa- 
vour em; in which He would ariſe, and have 
Mercy on them. And that the building up of Zion, 


_ depended upon the Loxp's appearing in his Glory 
there. But oh, this Work of building Zion, what a 


Glory did I fee in it! In as much as Gon, the 
Father, Son, and Spirit, as the great Efficients; 
and all the Saints and Angels, as Inftruments, had 
in all Ages been employ'd in it! And oh, 
thought I, what an Honour will it be to me, a 


. ſinful Worm, to have but the leaſt Finger in this 
Work! In a Word, my Heart was ſo enflam'd 


with Love to Zig, that I took Pleaſure in her 
Stones, and faveur'd her Du? : Even while I view'd 


'em but as /9ſe Stones, as it were, lying here and 
there, and ſcatter'd Dyjt; yet being £im's Stones and 


Duſt, I took great Fleature in them, ſelt great 


Yerning of Bowels towards em, and a wonderful 


Nefire wrought in my Soul, after their Building, 
Beauty and Glory. | 

But, further, another Objection aroſe in my 
Mind from the Weakneſs of my Sex, which, to- 
gether with my perſonal Weakneſs, did greatly tend 
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148 A Brief Account of the 
to diſcourage my Hopes of doing any Service to 
the Cauſe of Chriſt. But in Anſwer unto this, 
the Lord brought that Word to my Mind, 
Mic. vi. 4. I ſent before thee Moſes, Aaron, and Mi- 
11am. In this I ſaw, that the Lord had honour'd 
ſome, even of the weak Sex, to be of Service to 
his People; and that he could do fo again were 
it his Pleaſure. From hence alſo, I was much en- 
couraged to Hope, that the Lord had ſome Work 
for me to do; and that he would graciouſly uſe 
me for the Good of this People, which he had made 


me ſo willing to ſerve, if in his Providence he ſhould 


\ 


27: 


call me to remove. That Word alſo, did much en- 
courage my Hope, and quicken my Deſires of ſerv- 
ing the Lord and his People, Rom. xvi. I. I com- 
mend unto you, Phobe our Siſter, which is a Servant 
F the Church which is at Cenchrea. Oh, thought I, 
< if ſuch a weak Worm as I, might be a Servant to a 
Church of Chriſt, what a Mercy ſhould J account 
And as I faw a great Glory in being a Ser- 
vant of the Church, fo in the meaneſt Service that 
could be done for my Lord and his People. I 
thought I could not do much : The moſt J judg'd 
myſelf capable of, was a willing, chearful Atten- 
dance upon a Servant of Chriſt, my dear Yoke-fe]- 
low, in the great Work of the Miniſtry, if his 


Lord and Maſter ſhould in an efpecial Manner 


call him to labour in that Part of his Vineyard 
where for ſome Time he had been employ'd. And 
that Word, the Lord was pleas'd to bring to my 
Mind with Power and Sweetneſs, as a gracious Di— 
rection about the particular Work in which I my- 
ſelf ought to be engag'd, 1 Tm, iv. 12. Be thou an 
Example of the Believers, in Word, in Converſation, 
in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, By this 
alſo the Lord wrcught up my Heart into carneſt 
Deſires of all Uſeſulneſs and Fruitfulneſs in my Fon 

I an 
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and Station, to the Glory of bis Name and the 
Good of his People; and particularly thoſe, which 
in a ſpecial Manner I was then concern'd for. 
That Word alſo, at the ſame Time, was very pre- 
cious to me, Rom. i. 13. That I might have ſome + 
Fruit among you alſo, even as among other Gentiles. 

Thus have I given a brief Account, how Al- 
mighty Power ſweetly won my Soul, and wrought 
it up into an hearty Willingneſs and ear- 
neſt Deſire of ſerving the Lord and his People, in 
removing from VA -=, to G-----n," if by divine 
Providence I ſhould be ſurther call'd thereto. | 

But quickly after, there was a ſudden Turn, and 
the Face of Providence in this Aﬀair alter'd. And 
then I thought, © it may be the Lord's Deſign in 
what has paſs'd, was only to try my Faith and 
Love, whether I would be willing at his Call, to 
give up my Enjoyments, preferring his Glory a- 
© bove all; and not to take them away from me.” 
However, J was exceeding glad that his own Hand 
made my Heart willing to give whatever HE call'd 
fir. And J had a Perſuaſion of his Acceptance of my 


willing Mind, from 1 Kings viii. 18. Theu did/? well 


tnat it was in thine Heart, 

But after a while, there was an Appearance of a 
freſh Call to G- n. My Huſband hwing viſited 
them according to their Deſire and his Promiſe, he 


found their Hearts much knit to him; and upon 


their Requeſt he went and preach'd to them once a 
Fortnight. And after a little Time, they were very 
defirous to have him come to ſettle among them, if 
we could take up with what they could do towards 
our Subſiſtence. And the Lord engag'd the Heart of 
my Yokefellow to truſt him, and made him defi- 
rous to go, to ſerve this little Handful of his Peo- 
ple. And as for myſelf, tho' I had for ſome Time 
laid aſide Thoughts of removing; yet when the 

8 3 Lord 


190 A Brief Account of the 
Lord renew'd the Call of Providence, and feem's 
abcut to call me to an actual Reſignation of what he 
had before made me willing to give up: I was, 
thro' his Hand holding my Heart, ſtill of the ſame 
Mind; willing to reſign whatever HE call'd for, 
and to go at his Bidding. And as for the People, 
the Lord having put 'em into my Heart, I found 
Bowels of Compaſſion afreſh working in me towards 
'em, a Deſire to ſerve them, and a Kind of natural 
Care for their Good. Which made me willing to 
venture a Remove, with my dear Voke- fellow, to 
dwell among them. | : 
But notwithſtanding my Willingneſs to ſerve the 
Lord and his People, I found my old Objections, 
ariſing from my own Weakneſs, Unworthineſs, 
Sc. afreſh ſtarting up in my Mind, together with 
this new Suggeſtion, « That I might be miffaten, 
as to the Hope I had, that my Removal might be 
© of fome Service to the Cauſe of Chriſt ; and that 
© I thould 4% what I was in Poſſeſſion of, in Hepe of 
that I might never attain.“ In anſwer to which, 
the Lord led me to look back upon thoſe Scriptures, 
by which he at firſt, encouraged my Soul to ven- 
ture on this Work, and go at his Bidding. As, 
Acts xvi. . Jebn xxi. 15. Iſa. lviii. 10, Sc. And 
upon the Review hereof, I was directed, and en- 
abled in ſome Meafure, to take Ged at his Merd; 
believing that if, at his Bidding, I drew out my 
Scul to the Hungry, I ſhoull be called, the Repairer 


of the Breach, &c. And thoſe Words were of |, 


ſe to me, Exod. xxv. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 
Speak unto the Children of Iſrael, that they bring 
me an Offering, &c. And let them make me a Sanctudr), 
that I may awell ammg them. There was allo an 
Expreſicn dropp'd by Mr. Gf in a Sermon, 
which the Lord bleſs d for ſtrengthening and com- 
forting my Soul, when under diſcouraging Yew 
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of my own Inability 3 Which was this; „I' hy poor 
Cries and Prayers help to build God a Sanctuary.“ 
Oh, thought I, if 1 can do nothing elſe but 20% 
« well to Sten, and proy for its Profperity, I fhall 

be of ſome Uſe: And what Grace is it, that the 

Lord tTheuld accept the Deſires of ſuch a weak 

Worm as II And that Word follow'd it, 2 Cor. 
viii. 12. For tf there be fo a willing Mind, it ts 

| acceptitl, according 10 that a Man hath, and not accoru- 
ing to that he hath not. In which the Lord fatisfy'd 
me of his gracious Acceptance of that Willingneſs 
of Soul to ſerve him, which his own Spirit had 
wrought in me; notwithſtanding my Inability to 

4 the Service I would. And the Diſcovery hereof, 

humbled my Soul, melted my Heart, and rais'd me 

up to bleſs the Lord, and admire his infinite Grace 
herein Gi! „ IS 245 | | 
And further, as I was wont to be peculiarly fa- 
your'd with the Enjoyment of God in his Houſe, ſo 
once, in particular, while I was feaſting upon the 
heavenly Sweets provided there for me, my Lord 
put this Queſtion to my Heart, Fohnxxi. 18. Love/t 
thou me more than theſe 9 q. d. Doſt thou Love my 
Glory, Honour and Intereſt more than theſe, thy 
© Enjoyments ? Canſt thou now leave all, part 
with the full Board thou now fitteſt at, and wil- 
© lingly for ny Sake, go ſerve my People; preferring 
ny Glory in the ir Supply, above hy preſent Hap- 
-M pineſs? * And my Soul, under the ſweet Attrac- 
tion of his Love, made Anſwer, with Peter, Yea, 
Lord, thou knoweft that I love thee. = SO: 
Another Time, it was much impreſt upon my 
Mind, © That I had great Need to abide in that. 
© Houſe of God, where I then felt his Power, and 
* ſaw his Glory, that ſo my Graces might be in- 
* creas'd; and that if I did not, I might be a great 
* Loſer thereby; and not have thoſe Opportunities of 
_ G 4 Growth 
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152 A Brief Account of the 
Growth in Grace and Holineſs ; which I then had, 
and. were ſo deſirable to me. Theſe diſcouraging 
Thoughts try'd me; but I was help'd to repel them 
thus: If I ſhould in ſome Reſpects be a Loſer there- 
by; yet if the Glory of God may be the more ad 
vanced by my removing, I am well pleaſed to give 
up all yy Intereſts into his Glory; which is dearer 
©to e, than all perſonal Advantages.” Upon which, 
thoſe Words were brought to my Mind with great 
Jower, Jobn xiii. 31, 32. Now is the Son of Man 
Elorified, and God is glorified in him. I, God be gli. 
rified in him, God ſhall alſo glorify him in himſelf, 
and ſhall ftraightway glorify him. From which ! 
Was taught, I. That when Chriſt the Head of the 
Church, was actually call'd- to. that -great Piece of 
Obedience to his Father's: Will, in Suffering for our 
Sakes, HE eſteem'd it, a gloriſying of him: Now 
1s the Sen of Man glori ed. 2. That by his perfect 
Submiſſion to his Father's Will, in giving himſelf a 
Sacrifice for the Sins of his People, in their Room 
and Stead, God the Father was glorified: Gad is 
glorified i½ him. And 3. That Chriſt loſt no Glu, 


by emptying himſelf of all, to glorify his Father: 


But as God was glorified in Chriſt, ſo Chriſt was 
glorified in God: In that HE ſtraightway took 


him from the Croſs to the Throne, rais'd him from 


the Depth of his Humiliation, to the Height of his 
Exaltation ; ſet - him at his own Right Hand, and 
glorified him in HIMSELF : If Gop be glorified in 


him, God ſhall alſo glorify Him in himſelf, and 


all flraightway glorify him. From hence alſo, I 
ou 1 yy it far'd with the Head, ſo 
with the Members; and that I, in particular, 
ſhould loſer no perſonal Glory, by preſerring Go 
above all. | ; 
Another Objection ſtarted up in my Mind, 
ſrom my great //eakneſs of Body; occaſion 932 
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that ill State of Health I was in. I thought i- 


look'd frange to me, that I ſhould undertake ſuch 
a diſtant Remove, with an Eye to ſerve the Lord 
Jeſus, that was ſo often in my own Apprehenſion, 
juſt upon my laſt Remove out of Time into Eter- 
nity. In anſwer to this, the Lord brought that Word, 
Luke xii. 43. Bleſſed is that Servant, whom his Lord 
when he cometh, ſhall find ſo deing. From this, and 
the preceding Verſe, I was ſatisfied, that if I ſhould 
not live long after my Remove to G--- u, yet it 
would be a great Bleſſedneſs, to be found ſerving 


the Lord and his People, even then when he came, 


by Death, to take me Home to Glory. 
Thus the Lord anſwer'd my Objections, and 
made me willing to ſerve him. And tho' I thought 


| could do but 7ittle, yet I faw a great Glory in do- 


ing any Thing for Gon. Thoſe Words were much 
upon my Mind, Mart ix. 35. If any Man defire te 
te firſt, the ſame ſhall be laſt of all, and Servant of 


all, Oh, what a Glory did I ſee in being Servant 


rf all ! I thought, That great Princes, when they 
© went about any Buſineſs, had a Retinue to attend 
© them, according to their State; their er and 
inder Servants. And if it was an Honour to be a 
Servant to an earthly King, tho' one of the moſt 
6 infericy + Oh how much more was it %, to be a Ser- 
* vant to the King of Kings, tho' the leaſt and lag 
* of all!' In a Word, I thought my great Lord, 
had Work to do at G-----n, that my dear Yoke- 
felloy was call'd to go as an er Scrvart, and my- 
iclf as an under One to attend him. And I ſaw ſue! 
at;lory in my Lerd's 1/7rþ, that I efttecem'd it an 
unſpeakable Dignity and Privilege, to be employ'd 
In the eas Part of it! ” 

Upon the whcle, the Lord having thus wrought 
upon my Spirit, I ran to him as the God of all Grace, 
ior all the Supplies J needed for his Service, My 
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134 A Brief Account of the 

Soul long'd to ſerve my dear Lord Jeſus ; but, Oh, 
amy Unworthincſs, Weakneſs, and Unfitneſs lay 
with Weight upon my Mind. And under the Spirit 
of Supplication, I poured out my Heart before him: 
And pray'd him to glorify his Grace, in taking me 
into his Service, notwithſtanding my great Unwor- 
thineſs ; to glorify his Power, in my great Weak- 
neſs ; and his Wiſdom, in uſing me, notwithſtand- 
ing my great Unfitneſs. I thought, If the Lony 
< look'd over all his Children, he could find none 
© among them fo wiworthy, weak, and unſit for his 
Service as myfelf.” I ſaw, I needed the Riches of 
boundleſs Grace, almighty Power, and infinite Wiſ- 
dom to be extended, if ever I was us'd to do any 
Thing for God. And therefore to the Throne of 
Grace I came, poor and needy, weak and ſinful, 
with all my Wants; to find Mercy, and Grace to 
help in Time of Need. And, in Faith of his infinite 
Grace, I told my Lord Jeſus, There was none but 
HI, would take ſuch a poor Creature as I was 


into his Service! * I ſaw, if he took zue, he 


muſt take me to do / for me: Not only to pals 
by, and pardon my Unworthinefs and Provecations, 
but alſo to give me an Heart to ſerve him; and 
when that was done, he muſt give me an Hand too. 
Free Grace muſt employ me, incline me, and aſiji 
me, or I could do nothing. And that Word was 
brought to my Mind, with | "5 Power and 
 Sweetneſs, John xii. 26. JF ary | 
him follow me. Which I took, 1. As my Lord's 
gracious Grant of the Deſires of my Soul to ſerve 


him, 9. d. If any Man, (let him be ever ſo un- 


« worthy, &c.) ſerve ine, (or have a Defire to ſerve 
me) /et him follow ne; (or let him ſerve me.) Pl 
not refuſe to take any poor Soul into my Service, 
that longs to erve me.“ And, Oh, how glad 
was I of this Grace! 2, I took this Word as 2 

gracious 


an ſerve me, let 


„ wat alt At C.-- 20-- 
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oracious Direction of my Work; or, from hence 
was taught, what my Employment ſhould be, viz. 
to take Chri/t, as the great Pattern of all my Obe- 
dience, and labour to follow his Example: If any 
Man ſerve me, let him follow me. 2. 
Soon after, our Removal drawing on, I ſet apart 
a little Time to intreat the Lord, that HE would 
go with us. And I much deſir'd that HE would a- 
gain tell me, now we were juſt upon going, that 
this our Removal was according to his Will, and 
well-pleafing in his Sight : And not . Anſwer 
ſo immediately as I could have wiſh'd, 
faint. But preſently that Word came, with abun- 
dant Light and Evidence, Mat. xiv. 27. It is 1. 
te not afraid. Then, glad of my Saviour's Voice, I 
ſaid, with Peter, Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come 
unto thee on the Water, Ver. 28. Oh, thought 
I, Is it my LorD, that calls me to yonder Place? 


«Is Hx about to appear in his Glory, and build up 


« $/21 there? I'll venture to him on the Vater; m 
© Soul can freely venture, with my Lord, thro' al 
© the Jubi. may expect to meet with in a World 
* of Trials.“ And thus I came to G -n, where our 
dear Friends gladly receiv'd us. 
And here, let the Saints obſerve, that tho* I was 
again remov'd from -, after three Years A- 
bode there this laſt Time, yet this Remove was vaſtly 
different from my former, when I look'd upon my- 
ſelf to be fent into Captivity. I was not now, driver 


cut from my Inheritance, and «blig'd, in a great 


Meaſure unwillingly, to leave the Glories I enjoy'd 
there. But I freely went out thence, or went out 
free, under an Advance of Glory, into my Lord's 
Service. When the LoRDd redeem'd me from my 


Captive-State, and brought me again to my own 


Border, I lay down ſafely, believing that J ſhould 


not be driven out from thence, Nor was I diſap- 
| pointed. 


began to 
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pointed. For tho' the Lord remov'd me, Hes did 
not drive me out, No, HE allur'd me thence, and 
moſt joyfully I follow'd Him, or rather, went 
with HIM, to another Place, CHRIST and 1 
changed: 1 gave Him my ſweet Enjoyments, and 
He gave ne his glorious Service, ſomething to 4; 
for him. And into my Work, HE put fo much 
Glory, that made it, in the Scale of my Faith, more 
weighty than my great Enjoyments | And when the 
Lord call'd me thus to ſerve him, He ſaid unto 
me, Come up hither, Rev. xi. 12. And indeed in 
this Change of Providence, I paſs'd on from Glory 

to Glory, from one Part of my Inheritance to an- 
other, from the Sweet of enjoying CHRIsT, to the 
Honour of ſerving Him: Which the Lord made 


ineffably ſweet to my Soul! And ſo there was no In. 


fringement of the LoRD's promis'd Goodneſs, but 
rather an Eatenſion of it, with reſpect to ſome par- 
ticular Promiſes which he gave me, about Fruitful- 
fulneſs and Service. As that, when in Captivity, 
Iwill ſew her unto ME in the Earth, Hol. ii. 23. 
And that, when I was brought again to my own 
Border, Ariſe, ſhine, for thy Light is come, and the 
Glory of the LORD is riſen upon thee, ----- The 
LORD fall ariſe pen thee, and his Glory ſhall be 
feen upon thee, Ila. Ix. 1, 2. And thus, in Hope of 
ſerving CHRIST, I joyfully came, as I ſaid, to G----1. 
And now I ſhall give a brief Account of what 
follow'd; in order to ſhew ſomewhat of the Lord's 
gracious Dealings with me in this Place. Quickly 
after our being fix'd at Gn, our Friends ſet a- 


part a Day for ſolemn Faſting and Prayer, to feck 


the Lord for his Direction, Aſſiſtance, Bleſſing, 
and Preſence, in all the Work they might engage 
in, relating to his Houſe. And here J muſt juſt 
hint, that tho* the Lord had made me willing to 
Jeave all my £yoyments ip his Houſe at / 5 
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and to come to live at G-, to do all the lit- 
tle I could, to ſerve his Cauſe here ; (as I declar'd 
before) yet when I came, I had no Thoughts of 
being ſeparated from my Church- Relation at -,. 
But to this Meeting I went, to ſeek the Lord with 

our Friends, and pour out before him the earneſt 

Deſires of my Soul for their Proſperity. - And the 
Lord was greatly with us that Day, and alter'd my 
Mind before I came away, with reſpe&t to my 
Church-Relation at Nh. And which Way HE 
did it, will in ſome Meaſure appear, by inſerting 
Part of a Letter I wrote to the Church, to requeſt 
my Diſmiſſion from them, viz. that Part of it 
wherein I gave the Reaſon of my Requeſt. Which 
was as follows : 

It remains now, that I give you ſome Account 
© of the Reaſon of my Deſire to join with them. 
And ] can afſure you, that it is not in the leaſt, 
from any Diminution of my Love to you: Nor 
© had I any Thoughts of being remov'd, as to Rela- 
tion, when I was remov'd, as to Place. But, on 
the Day above-mention'd, I went to ſeek the 
Lord with them, deſiring Proſperity to the 
Builders, not in the leaſt deſigning to be laid in 
© the Building. And while they were wreſtling 
© with the Lord, to undertake the Work HimsELEF, 
and ftrengthen their weak Hands, that Word was 
brought to me with Power, //a. xxxv. 3. 

* Strengthen ye the weak Hands, Wherein the Lord 
© ſpake very particularly to me, to engage in the 
Work. And tho” I lov'd his Cavss, as conſi- 
* dering it to be but one in all Places, and the In- 
* tereſt of the ſame LokD; yet my Soul clave to you, ſo 
that I could not tell how to bear loſing my Relation 
to you. But the Power of God upon my Heart, I 
could not wholly reſiſt; yet was for delaying, and 
* making Excuſes, as if my joining with them, 

© could 
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could not much ſtrengthen them. But the Lord 
© ſpake to me again, as to his Spouſe, Song ii. 14. 
* Let me ſee thy Face. And tho' I felt an attractin 

Power in the Moments of drawing, yet ſtill f 
found ſome Unwillingneſs remain. After this, 
that Word was brought, Mat. xii. 30. He that is 
not with me, is againſt me. From whence I was 
* taught, that if it was the Mind of Chriſt, to 
< build him an Houfe, and to engage the Hearts of 
© his Children here, in that Work; if I was not 
« with him in it, yielding all the Aſſiſtance I could, 
© I ſhould really be found to be againſt him. This 
© broke my Heart; for I could not bear to be againſt 
« Chriſt ; and my Spirit was laid under ſuch Ave, 
c that I could gainſay no longer. And further, from 
© that Word, Acts ii. 1. They were all with one Ae- 
6 cord in one Place: J was taught, that ſince the 
Lord had caſt my Lot in this Place, with his 
People who deſire to carry on his Cauſe, it was 
my Duty to be of one Accord with em. I was 
* alſo further encouraged by that Word, Mat. xxv. 


* 40. In as much as ye haue done it unto one of the tt 


« of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto me, From 
«© whence, the Lord told me, „ That if the leaſt of 
* his Brethren wanted any Aſſiſtance, and I did help 

- 6 them, he would take it as done to himfelf.** And 
© to ſhut it up in a Word, the Lord gave me to fee 
ſuch a Glory in his CAusE, even when weake/?, 
£ and under the ęgreatęſt Diſadvantages, lite a little 
© Leaven hid in the Meal, and a Grain of Muftard- 
Seed caſt into the Earth, the ſmalle/? of all Seeds; 
that my Soul lud it exceedingly : In its Rags, 
© as well as in its Robes; in its Beginnings and 


« Buddings forth, as well as in its full-blown 


Glory! And tho? the Inſtruments that carried it 
© on might be weak, yet I ſaw that the LoRD, 
« ſtrong and mighty, was in it. And I thought, 
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e if I had a thouſand Souls, I could give them a/), 
© to ſerve CHRIST and his Caoss. Thus, tho” 
Love to you, wrought ſtrongly in my Heart, yet 
Love to Chriſt's Cauſe here, in its weak Begin- 
«© nings, out-wrought it. 

This was the Atcount I gave the Church, as 
the Reaſon of deſiring my Diſmiſſion from them. 
There was alſo another Word, that at the ſame 
Time did much attract my Soul to join in Church- 
Relation at G:, Hag. i. 8. Go up to the 
Mountain, and bring Wind, and build the Hlouſe; 

and I will tate Pleaſure in it, and I will be glori- 
fied, ſaith the LORD. Go up to the Mountain, &c. 
From hence I was taught my Duty, to da 
my Utmoſt to build God's Houſe. And the gracious 
Declaration that follows, I wzl be glorified, ſaith 
the LORD: did ſweetly draw my Heart to engage 
in the Work: It being fo ſuitable to the earneſt 
Deſires of my Soul, after the Advancement of the 
Lord's Name and Cauſe in this Place. It was as 
if the Lord ſhould have ſaid to me, Doſt thou 
* deſire to have my Name exalted? then go about 
© the Work I bid thee; and I will be glorited. 
Thus being ſweetly allur'd to this Piece of Obe- 
dience, I wrote for my Diſmiffion, as before hint- 
ed.-----And this Church having defir'd my Huſband 
to join with them, he requeſted his Diſmiſſion from 
the Church to which he related, and was received 
into this. And they being deſirous to get into. 
Order, gave him a Call to the Paſtoral Office. 
Which he declaring his Willingneſs to accept, - a 
Day was appointed to ſet him apart thereto. And 
OZ. 10. 1732. he was ſolemnly ſet apart to the 
Paſtoral Office in this Church, in the Preſence 
of Meſſengers from ſeveral Churches.----And I al- 
fo, upon my Diſmiſſion from the Church I belong'd 
to, was received into this Church. | 
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And bleſſed be God, here I have felt his Power, 
and ſeen his Glory. The Miniſtry of my dear 
Yoke-fellow being bleſt for my Edification and 
Comfort; and the Ordinances of Chriſt's Houſe 
fll'd with his own Preſence. Yea, I have in 
ſome good Meaſure, ſeen the Deſire of my Soul, 
in the Lord's bleſſing his Miniſtry to the Edifi. 
cation of the Church. Chriſt's Sheep and Lambs 
have been fed: And their feeding in pleaſant 
Paſtures, has made me a Feaſt: In their Fey, I 
have rejoyced. And as the Lord was with us, to 
the Comfort of the Saints; ſo ſome poor Sinners 
have been brought out of Darkneſs into God's 
marvellous Light ; and the Lord has added ſeveral to 
the Church, ſuch, we doubt not, that ſhall be 
ſaved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus. 


Many have been the Appearances of God with, 
and for this little Church, which our Eyes have ſeen, 


And we hope our greateſt Glory. is ſtill behind: 
That what we have already ſeen, is but like the 
Day-Star, to the Riſing-Sun. Peer and Needy we 
are indeed; but we truſt he LORD thinketh upon us: 
And will graciouſly dwell with, ſtand by, and own 
us, notwithſtanding all our Unworthineſs. And 
that whoever flights us, we ſhall always find Favour 
with the GOD of Sion, who doth not deſpiſe the 
Day of ſmall Thsngs. | 

Thus have I given a brief Account of the Provi- 
dence of Gop, in bringing me to G------n, And as 
a Deſire of the Glory of God, and the Good of 
Souls, brought me here; ſo, thro* Grace, the ſame 
Deſire keeps me here: Waiting, and Longing to 
ſee the Advancement of CHRIS“ Kingdom among 
us! And the riſing Glory of this little Hill of 99: : 
That while the Root of Feſfſe, lands for an Enſign of 
the People, unto HIM the Gentiles may feck, and bis 
Reft be glorious ! And right glad ſhall we be, if ou 
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kind Lord, will graciouſly pleaſe to own vs, as In- 
ſtruments in his Hand, for the Glory of his great 
Name, the Advancement of his Cauſe, and the Service 
of his Church, in our Day and Generation, before 
we fall aſleep in J=sus, and are taken Home to our 
eternal Reſt in his Boſom. 

And as to myſelf, in particular, the Loxp has 
greatly bleſt me with reſpect to perſonal Uſefulneſs, 
ſince my Abode at G. I would humbly 
hope, yea, I know thro' Grace, that the Lord has 
made me of ſome Uſe to his People here, in Converſe 
with them. And here has the Lord employ'd me 
to write many Letters to his dear Children in 
divers Parts; which thro' his Bleſſing upon them, 
have refreſh'd their Souls. Yea, hcre has the Lord 
given me a Heart, and Opportunity, an outward 
Call, and inward Inclination, to write and publiſh 
many little Tracts: Which thro' his gracious Aſ- 
ſiſtance, and kind Providence, have been brought 
cut, and diſperſed abroad in divers Places and 
Nations. And bleſſed be his Name, HE has 
given me to hear, that he has us'd moſt of them 
for the Good of his People. And I doubt not, HE 
will uſe them all, to ſome or other of his dear Chil- 
dren. - This is the LORD's Doing, and it is mar- 
rellaus in my Eyes, Pſa. cxviii. 23. 4 
Theſe Things I mention, not by Way of Boaſt- 
ing of what I have done for Chriſt; but to give 
the Glory to my Lord; for what He has done for 
me, My Soul is humbled within me, and I am 
aſham'd to think, how little I have done for my dear 
Lord Jeſus ! And that I have ld Him ſo little in 
What I have been enabled to do! And tho' what I 
have been helped to do in the Service of Chriſt, is 
very little, to the great Obligations I am under ; 
yet is this little, exceeding much, with regard to my 
great Unworthineſs, and the great Grace * "I 
| or 
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Lord difplays, in every little Thing which Hz ho 
nours me to do for HIM. I will therefore on the 
one Hand, lament my own Barrenneſs; and on the 
other, rejoyce in the Lord, and bleſs his Name, 
for every Kind and Degree of Fruitfulneſs, which he 


hath given me. 


® -. 


And truly, I am fill'd with Wonder, while | 
view, how my Lord prepar'd me for his Service: 
By working in my Heart, vaſt Defires after it; by 
giving me gracious Encouragements and Promiſes 
to allure me into it; by anſwering all my Objections, 
which aroſe from my great Weakneſs and Unwor- 
thineſs ; by ſhewing me where all my Strength lay; 
and by his enabling me to flee unto HI, for all 
the Supplies of Grace which IJ needed, for all the 
Service that HE had deſign'd for me. -—-- And 
when the Lord had thus prepar'd me for his 
Work; Oh how wonderful is his infinite Love 
and Mercy, his Wiſdom, Power and Faithfulneſs, 
that He ſhould 2% the Chief of Sinners, to do 
any, tho* but the leaſt Service, for the great Sa- 
vIiouUR!---And often have I admired divine Kindneſs, 
in that Freedom from worldly Incum! rinces, and 
Liberty for ſpiritual Service, which the Lord hath 
given me, fince I came to Gn. And on theſe 
Accounts, ſweet have thoſe Words been to my 


vid his Servant, hath Hz remembred me, in my 
Meaſure, tho' the leaſt and laſt of all! The 


Truth, 


Lord has remembred for me, his Mercy and his 
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Truth, and has been gracious to me, according to 
his Promiſes. ---- Yea, HE has done more, far more 
for ne, than what I apprehended in the Promiſes, 
when he firſt apply'd them with Power to my 
Heart. God's Thoughts of Grace, in the pre- 
cious Words of his Mouth, did far exceed my 
Faith. And particularly with Reſpect to thoſe Pro- 
mifes, which HE gave me concerning my Uſeful- 
neſs to his People, before, and at my coming to 
G-----n, Which I, in my narrow Conceptions, 
thought, muſt have been reſtrain d, with my per- 
ſonal Acquaintance, to thoſe few Saints for whom J 
was more immediately concern'd. But the Lord 
that call'd me to feed his Lambs, has extended my 
Uſefulneſs to many at a great Diſtance, by Wri- 
ting, and Printing, far beyond what I thought of! 
So that I may ſay concerning his great Goodneſs 
towards me, ſince I came to Gn, that the 
Lord hath dene for me, mere exceediny abundantly 
than I could aſk or think ! And to Him, my won- 
der-working Gop, the God of all Grace in 
CHRIST, be Glen and Dominion for ever and ever. 
A wen my „ 

Thus having finiſh'd as briefly as I could, the 
Account propos:'d, of the Loxp's gracious Deal- 
ings with me, relating to a Train of ſpecial 
Providences attending my Life, by which the 
* er of Faith has been carried on with Power: 

Seccndly, With a few Words to the People 
2 by Way of Improvement, conclude the 
whole. 

Dear Souls, I have told you ſomewhat of the 
Lokp's gracious Dealings with me, even with 
me, who am not worthy of the leaſt of all the 
Mercies, and of all the Truth which Hz hath 
ſhewn unto me, in a Variety of ſpecial Pro- 

vidences, 
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vidences, by which I have been conducted thro- 
the //Iderneſs, thus far on towards Canaan's 
Land. 0 magnify the LORD with mes, and let 
us exalt his Name together Pſa. xxxiv. 3. And 


from what has been ſaid, learn, 


1. To ſeek the Lord in your Diſtreſſes. ] 
fought Hi, and he was found of me: And in 
many Steps of his Wonder-working Providence, 
He appear'd to be a Gop hearing Prayer; that hath 
not ſaid to the Seed of Jacob, even to me, the leaſt 
of them all, ſez ye me in vain. | 

2. Beware of limiting the holy One of Iſracl, 
as to the exact Time, or Manner of fulfilling 
the Promiſes which HE gives you. I was apt to 
do ſo in ſome Caſes, which prov'd a great Trial 
to me. The Lond is a Gop of infinite Tut): 
And we may reſt upon his Covenant- Faithfulneſs in 
every Promiſe he gives us: Heaven and Larth 
ſhall paſs away, but not one fot or Tittle of his 
Mord fail. But yet, when he gives us Promites 
of providential Deliverances, we are apt to i- 


lake either the Time, or Manner of their Fu- 


filment. As God's People of old did, concern- 
ing the Manner and Time of the Miſſial's Ring- 
dom: The Glory of his ſecond Coming being often 
included in the Promiſe of his t. And fo fad 
was the Effect hereof unto them, that becauſe 
they could not reconcile the Providences of God, 
which attended Chriſt's firſt Coming in his 
Meanneſs, with the promis'd and expected Glory 


bof the Mefſiah; they rejeaed the Sent Saviour. 
* And many Inſtances of the fad Effects of limit- 


ing the Loxp, in this Regard, might be given 
out of God's Word. The Promiſe made to Je- 
cob, of the Lord's being with him, and multiph- 
ing his Seed; to Feten of his Advancement ; to the 
Children of Iſrael, of their Deliverance from Egypt ; 
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to David, of the Kingdom, &c. were all attended 
with ſeeming contrary Providences, in their View, 
which prov'd very diſtreſſing. And yet, all this 
while, God was - fulfilling his Promiſes to them, 
according to the Methods of infinite Wiſdom, in 
ſuch a Way that was moſt for his 9wrn Glory, 
and their Advantage. When God makes Promiſes 
to his People, they are ſo full and glorimus, there's 
ſuch an Abundance contain'd in a few Words ; 
and they have oft-times ſuch various Accom- 
pliſhments 3 ſome partial and initial, others com- 
plete and total; that *tis eaſy for ſuch weak 
Worms as vre, to miſtake, either the Time, 
or Manner of the Fulfilment of a Promiſe. Our 
God, as a God of Truth, is always on his Way, 
fulfilling his Promiſes to his People. And yet 
herein, as a God of Fudgement, that works glo- 
_ riouſly, according to his own unſearchable Un- 
derſtanding; his Way is oft in the Sea, his Path 
in the great Waters, and his Fiot-fteps are not 
tuwn to his dear Children, Deut. xxxii. 4. 
Iſa. xl. 28. Pſa. Ixxvii. 19. It becomes us 
therefore, to believe, when we can't ſee ; to adore, 
where we can't comprehend. And what we know not 
nw, we ſhall know hereafter, John xii. 7. 

3. Learn to wait patiently, for the Time of 
God's fulfilling his Promiſes ; and do not think 
it /trange, if you find, as I did, many Deaths 
to paſs over them. When the Lord gives great 
Mercies to his Children, he oft-times finds Work 
for all their Graces: That ſo his own Name 
may be glorified, and his People honour'd : Both 
in the exerciſing and crowning of every tried 
Grace. And hereby he makes the Merey dul 
[weet'-to 'em, or deep-dy'd in Kindneſs. For by 
every new Dzfficulty the Mercy comes thro”, it re- 
ceiyes another Dye, to make its Grace-Colours the 


deeper, 
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deeper, and the Glory of em fo auch the more 
laſting. "Thoſe: Colours that are dy'd in Grain, 
are not ſo apt to %% their Beauty, by being 
expos'd to the Weather; as thoſe which have à 
more . /ight Dye. So thoſe Mercies that are won 
wy mach Faith and Prayer, and brought thro* may 
ifficulties, by the Out-{tretched Arm of Jebovab; 
have a laſting Glory in em; that will abide the 
ſcorching Heat of "Temptations, tranſcendently be- 
yond what more common Mercies will do. Let 
us then be willing to wazt, and truſt the 
Lokp in the Dart: For there ſhall not fail 
ought. of the good Things which HR hath ſpoken, 
Joſh. xxiii. 14. And, 
us learn to put a high E/i:mate upon 
the Glory reſerved for us in the compleat Ful- 
filment of all the Promiſes. I have told you 
ſomething of the great Glory I have ſeen, in 
God's providential Fulfilment of Promiſes to me 
here. And if there is ſuch a Glory in little 
Salvations; if particular Mercies, and ſpecial 
Deliverances be ſo ſweet to the Saints, even in 


this Time-State: What will our great, univerſal; 


compleat, and eternal DELIVERANCE be | There's 
no ſweet Enjoyment here, but what has its bitter 


Mixtures : No Pleaſures but what are ſhort-liv'd, 


and while they laſt, ſubject to Mutation. But in 
Heaven, there will be no Sin; and therefore no 
Sorrow. We ſhall then want nothing to compleet 
our Bliſs, nor be troubled with the leaſt Fear of 
laſing it. There will be no Imperfection go with 
us there, nor folkw after us; and ſo no caſting 
out of that Inheritance. There will be no Death, to 
ſucceed that Life ; nothing to obſcure the Glory 
of that Salvation, either in its preſent Enjoy- 
ment, or future Expectation. No more going 
into Captivity then; we ſhall have done Wan. 
rials 
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Trials for ever Let us therefore, with ſtretched 

ont Neck, look for our compleat Happineſs, only 

in that great Salvation, which we ſhall enjoy, 

when our LoRD appears the ſecond Time; which 
will put us into our eternal GLory-REsT | 

Heb. iv. 9. And from thence we /hall go no 
mare out, Rev. iii. 12. = ge 
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AGE 13, Line q, for had, read vas. p. 19, l. 23, 
for raiſe, r. raſe. p. 40, l. 23, for whither, r. whe- 
ther. p. 42, I. 3, for will, r. would. 1. 33, for flraitway, 
r. fraightway. p. 55, 1. 8, for delighiful, r. delightfulh. 
p. 57, I. 14, for dyfired, r. defire. p. 62, l. 2, for the, 
r. their. p. 71, 1. 1, for ecking, r. affecting. p. 76, I. 8, 
fer knew, r. know. p. 94, I. 19, for Faithfulneſs, r. Fruit- 
fulnaſi. p. 95, 1. 22, for Enjoyments, r. Enjoyment. p. 120, 
I. 11, for *twas impoſſible, r. was it poſſible. 2s 
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Poor, Sinful, Unworthy CazarTuee, WM 


Relating to 


Some particular ExeERiEnCEs of the Lonn's 


Goodneſs, in bringing out ſeveral little 
TRACTS, to the Furtherance and Joy of Faith, 


With an APPENDIX, and a LETTER 
prefix d on the Lawfulneſs of a Woman's ap- 
pearing in Print. „ 


PANT III. 
By A. D. 


Come and hear all ye that fear Gon, and I will declare 
what He hath done for my Soul, Pal. Ixvi. 16. 

And Things arhich are deſpiſed, hath Gop choſen, — Wat ne 
Fleſb ſhould glory in his Preſence, 1 Cor. i. 28, 29. 

When the LoxD ſhall build up Zion, He ſhall appear in his 


Glory. 
He will regard the Prayer of the Deſtitute, and not deſpiſe 
their Prayer. Ss | 3 : 
This Hall be written for the Generation to come: And the 


People which ſhall be created, ſhall praiſe the Loxo, 
Pl. cii. 16, 17, 18, 5 
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OF THE 


Gracious DEALINGS 


6 OD, Ge. 


Aving in a former little Trac, given a 


brief Account of Gop's Loving -kind- 


neſs to my Soul, relating to his Work 
of Grace upon my Heart, in a ſaving Conver- 
fon to CHRIST, and to my being brought to 
ſome Eſtabliſbment in Jesus : And alſo in an- 


other, given ſome Account of the Log y's gra- 


cious Dealing with me, relating to a Train of 
ſpecial Providences, attending my Life, by 
which the Work of Faith was carried on with 


Power: I ſhall now in This, thro' Divine Aſ- 
ſiſtance, give ſome farther Account of the glo- 
nous Grace of Gop, towards his poor, ſinful, 


Hell deſerving Worm! Relating to, 
A2 Firſ. 


= 
* 


A Brief Account of the 
Firſt, Some particular Experiences of the 
Logy's great Goodneſs, in bringing out ſeveral 
MEM, MT 
Secondly, The Anſwer of my Defire and 
Prayer, in the Loxp's ſending ſome of my 
Books into America: To my Furiberance and 
Foy of Faith, The Hints I chiefly deſign to 
give, relateto;” 
Firſt. Some particular Experiences of the 
LorD's great Goodneſs, in bringing out ſeveral 
of my little Tracts.— And as towards the Cloſe 
of the ſecond Part of Gop's Dealings with me, 
J mention'd, © The Lord's giving me a 
Heart and Opportunity, an outward Call, 
* andinward Inclination, to write and publiſh 
« many little Tras: Which thro? his gra- 
« cjous Aſſiſtance, and kind Providence, had 
„ been brought out, and diſperſed abroad in 
% divers Places and Nations: That He had 
« given me to hear, that he had «s'd moſt of 
„them for the Good of his People: And that 
« did not doubt, HE would uſe them all to 
% ſome or other of his dear Children:“ I ſhall 
now in this Third Part, give a few brief Hints 
of what paſſed between Gop and my Soul, with 
reſpect to ſome of them. For alas, to my 
Shame I ſpeak it, as 1 did not ſet down what 
I had from Gop, to. encourage me to write 
and publiſh ſeveral of them, I have in a great 
Meaſure forgot what Hz ſaid unto me! But, 
This, thro* Grace, I can ſay in general, that 
1 have purely aim'd at the Glory of God 
and the Good of Souls, in all * 
. ieces 


* 
' * 
= 


Gracious Dealings of G O D, &c. 
Pieces I have written and publiſh'd, That 
a deep Senſe of my own Weakneſs and Un- 
worthineſs, to ſay any Thing of Gop unto 
his People, of his Ways and Works towards 
myſelf or others, has attended me thro? the 
Whole of what I have attempted to lifp 
out, and ſuffer'd to appear. Many have 
been the Diſcouragements I have met with 
from Satan and my own Heart, about all the 
Little I have aim'd to do for Gor, as if it 
would be fruitleſs. And great the Encourage- 
ments I have had from the LoRx p, that my 
Labour in Him, and for Him, ſhould no! be 
in vain, Verily the LoRp has allur'd me in- 
to his Service, and kindly aſſiſted me in all the 
little Work, which I as a little Child, have at- 

| tempted to do in Obedience to my great Lox o 
and MASTER: Which thro' his good Hand 
upon me, I have been comfortably carried ⁶ä 
through. And when one and another of my x 
little Pieces have been written, many have Þ 
been my unbelieving Fears, Left they ſhould be B 
uſeleſs. Either that they would not ſee tjge 
Light in Print, or that they would not be 
own'd by the God of all Grace, by reaſonã 
of my great Weakneſs and Unworthineis. 
But oh, my gracious, faithful Gop, has 
wrought Vonders for me! He has done for me 
more exceeding abundantly than I could aſk or 
think : According to his Riches in Glory by 
CHRIST Jesus! Unto whom be Salvation and 


Honour, Wiſdom and Power, and Ble 
ever and ever, Amen. PS * 


A 3 Thus 
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| 
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A Brief Account of tbe 
Thus much in general. But as to Paxtice. 
lars, alas, I can ſay but little, of what I re. 
ceiv*d from the Lord, about bringing out thoſe \ 
little Pieces which I did not take the Account of 
inWriting. 
My Deſign, in thoſe Particulars which ! 
penned, was, To take ſome Account for j. 


ee, of what the Lord faid unto me about 


my Books, &c. when He appear'd in his kind 
Providence, tb bring out ſeveral of them, and 
to open a Door for my deſired Uſefulneſs, 
That thro' the Memory of his great Good- 
neſs, I might be the more prepar'd to give 
him the Glory of his Truth and Faithfulneſs, 
when I ſhould ſee all thoſe great Things ful. 
filled, which in the Greatneſs of his Grace, He 
had ſpoken to me of, Not with a View to 
publiſh what I wrote, did I engage in this 


it Work; it was only deſign'd for my own 


Private Uſe. But now the Lord inclines my 
Heart to prepare it for the Preſs, and gra- 
ciouſly acquaints me, that Hz will uſe it to 
_ others, 3 . 

And as in the following Particulars, I begin 
the Account with my Three Books, which came 
cout together; and ſoon after mention, in tell- 
ing of the great Things which the Lord 


WH ſhew'd me He had done for me, That He 


had brought out my poor Books, unto Seven- 
fold: I think it beſt juſt to give a Hint or two 
about the firſt Four, Which were theſe: 4 
Narration of the Wonders of Grace: In Verſe, 
' &e, A Diſcourſe on Walking with Gop, &c. A 


D 


him a ſhort Letter, and tell him, He was 


Gracious Dealings of GOD, &, 7 
Diſcourſe concerning Gop 's Af of Adoption. With, 


A Diſcourſe on the Inheritance of the adopted 
Sons of God. And, A Sight of CuRIisr, ne- 


 ceſſary for all true Chriſtians, and Goſpel. Mi- 


niſters. Theſe the Lord brought out firſt 
and I wou'd juſt give a Hint concerning each 
„% / * ⸗ ( 
Firſt, Wonders of Grace, &c. It was wrote 
upon the Doctrines of Grace, ſhining gloriouſly 
into my Soul, with particular Application; 
and was firſt deſign'd for my own private 
Uſe, But after a Time, it appear'd needful to 
me on divers Accounts to publiſh it. Many 
Diſcouragements I met with in my own Mind, 


from my Weakneſs, Unworthineſs, &c. But 


that Word encourag'd my Hope in God, that 
he would bring it out and make it uſeſul, And 
He ſhall bring forth the Head ſtone thereof with 
Shoutings, crying, Grace, Grace unto it, Zech, 


iv. 7. I was allo much encourag'd as to the 


Lord's Acceptance of this little Piece, which 
in Love to his Glory, and for the Good of his 
People, I caſt into the Book-Treaſury of the 
Church; from the Acceptance of the Widow's 


| Mite, Luke xxi. 3, 4. As to the 


Second, Walking with Gop, &c. It was WW 
written in, Anſwer to a Letter from a dear W 

Servant of Chriſt in the Miniſtry, who - de- 
fir'd me to write to him on that Subject. And 
ſuch was the deep Senſe 1 had of my Unfitneſs 
tor ſo great a Work, that I deſign'd to ſend 


much miſtaken in me, that the Subject was 
A 4 much 


8 A Brief Account of the” 
much too great and glorious for ſuch a poor 
little Worm to fay any Thing about it. And 
ſo bewailing my Weakneſs and Unworthineſs, 
to excuſe myſelf from anſwering his Letter. I 
ſaid in my own Mind, Days ſhould ſpeak, and 
Multitude of Years ſhould teach that Wiſdom, | 
and not ſuch a Babe as J. | Eh 
But the Lord gave a Turn to my Mind, by 
this Thought: That his Letter was a Cal. 
of Providence to engage in the Work.“ And 
tho' I had no Ability for it in myſelf, yet the 
Los encourag'd me from his infinite All-ſuf- 
ficiency. The King of Hria's ſending to the 
King of Jrael, to heal Naaman of his Leproſy, 
which he was altogether unable to do, and up- 
on which he rent his Clothes, came into my 
Mind. With the Prophet Eliſba's ſaying to 
him, Wherefore haſt thou rent thy Clothes? Let 
Bim come now to me, and be ſhall know that 
there is a Prophet in Iſrael, 2 Kings v. 7, 8. 
From hence the Lord ſhew'd me, That tho' 
this Servant of his had ſent to me to write on 
| fo great a Subject, which I had no Ability for 
mn myſelf, yet that I need not rend my Clothes 
Wil as it were, and ſend him Word, that I could 
not anſwer his Requeſt. For as the Prophet 
8 Eliſa ſaid to the King of 1/rae}, concerning 
] Naaman, Lei him come now to me, and he ſhall 
bt know that there is a Prophet in Iſrael : So faid 
the Lord unto me, Let him come now unto 
„Me: Bring the Caſe to Me. Tho' thou 
% haſt no Ability to anſwer the Requeſt that 
« is ſent thee; I am well able todo it. 25 
EA A al 
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Gracious Dealings of GO D, &c. 9 
« all thy Wants unto my Fulneſs: I will 
« anſwer for thee; and he ſhall know that 
there is a Gop in Iſrael,“ 1 Sam. xvii. 46. 
By this the Lord ſtrengthned me, to obey the 
Call of his Providence. And in the Faith of 
his All-ſufficiency, as Irael's Gop, as my Gop, 
that would not ſuffer me to be aſhamed, I at- 
tempted the Work. And, thro! his good 
Hand upon me, was delightfully carried thro” 
it; and enlarged in my Anſwer, much beyond 
what I thought of, And while I was engag'd 
in the Work, the Lord gave me a Heart- 
melting Intimation, That it ſhould be «/efut 
0 Souls, From this Word, Thy Teeth are as 
a Flock of Sheep, which go up from the Waſh- 
ing, whereof every one beareth Twins, and 
there is not one barren. amongſt them, Song 
vi. 6, Here our dear Lord, the Bridegroom 
of the Church, commends the beautiful, uſe- 
ful Teeth of his Spouſe. By which her Mini- 
fers, cloth'd with his Beauty and Strength, 
which prepare her Food, for their Uſcfulneſs 
and Profitableneſs to the Church, may be 
chiefly intended. But by Teeth, as apply'd 
for my Comfort in this Work, I underſtood. 
the Meditations of my Heart which I then 
wrote, By their being as @ Flock of Sheep 
which are even ſhorn, their Fitneſs,. thro' the 
Grace and Power of Chrif, to prepare Meat 
for his People. By their coming up from the 
Vaſbing, their being ſan@ify'd by the Blood of 
Jeſus unto this Service. And by their beax- 
ing Twins, and not one barren among tim, 
A 5 their 
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10 A Brief Account of the 
their full and extenſive Fruitfulneſs, under the 
divine Being. Much was I encourag'd from 
hence, as to this little Piece of Service I was 
then about. And in ſome little Time after, 
the Lord, in his kind Providence, brought 

out the Book. With reſpe& to the 
Third, Adoption, &c. The Lord having 
ſhined into my Heart, to give the Light of the 
Knowledge of the Glory of Gop in the Face 
of Jesvs CHRIST, with regard to ſome parti- | 
lar Truths, relating to God's A# of Adoption, 
and to the Inheritance of the adopted Sons of 
God; 1 was defirous to write what I ſaw, for 
the Edification of myſelf and others. Sweetly 
was I enlarg'd in the Work; and receiv'd ſuch 
a Teſtimony of God's Well pleaſedneſs there- 
with, that fill'd me with Joy, melted my 
Heart, and humbled me in the Duſt before the 
Majefly of Divine Grace, Which ſhone into 
my Mind, thro* that Word, For God is not 
unrighteous, to forget your Work and Labour of 
Love, which ye have ſbewed toward his Name, 
in that ye have miniſtred to the Saints, and do 
miniſter, Heb. vi, 10. Oh how ſweetly did the 
Lord teſtify his Acceptance, by this Word, of 
this my little Piece of York, as a Labour of 
Love, ſhewed toward his Name, and for the 
Good of his People! And how did He point 
my Eye to the glorious Recompence of Reward! 
Truly, the Lord ſaid ſo much to me in this 
one Word, that I knew not how to take it in. 
I was amaz'd at his infinite Grace, that He 
ſhould thus regard the feeble Attempts of 0 
wea 
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Gracious Dealings of G OD, &c. 11 
weak a Worm, and put it upon his Righteonſ- 
12ſ5, not to forget my Labour of Love therein! 
And in due Time, in his infinite Kindneſs, 
He brought out for me, this Book alſo. And 
„ * WF oo 

Fourth, A Sight of Cur15T, &c. My wri- 


ting of this was occaſion'd by a particular Pro- 


vidence. A certain Perſon I was in Converſa- 
tion with, having miſconſtru'd ſome Expreſ- 
ſions of mine, and rais'd a falſe Report con- 
cerning them, Which the Strangers to Chriſt, 
and Enemies to his People, gladly receiv'd, 
and improv*d againft others, as well as myſelf, 


to further their Oppoſition to the Cauſe and Peo- 


ple of God, in the Place where I live, Upon 
which I thought it neceſſary to ſet Things 
in a true Light, and publickly declare to the 
wondring Worid, and to one that was a Teacher 
of others, who yet knew not what any Perſon 
meant, by ſpeaking of Seeing Jesus: That 
CHRIST was to be ſeen, Even now, tho' not 

carnally, by the bodily Eye, as they miſconſtru'd 
my Words, but ſpiritually, by the Eye of Faith, 

And that ſuch a Sight of CHRIST, was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for all true Chriſtians, and 


Goſpel- Miniſters, in order to make them ſuch, "= 


And mightily did the Lord encourage my 
Heart to engage in this Work, notwith- 
ſtanding my Weakneſs, and the Reproaches 
| might expect to meet with on this Ac- 
count, I was helpt to believe that it ſhould 
turn to me for a Teſtimony : According to 
Luke xxi. 13. And ſuch an ineffable Glory I 

— ſaw, 


12 A Brief Account of the 
ſaw, in being a Witneſs for Cbriſ and bi; 
Truth, inaſmuch as our Lord ſays, Whoſe 
ever ſhall confeſs Mz before Men, him ſhall the 
Son of Man alſo confeſs before the Angels of 
Gop, Chap. xii. 8. That I could rejoyce, not 
only to ſuffer Reproach for the Name of 
CHRIsT, but alſo to have laid down my 
Life for his Sake, had He call'd me to it, 
to bear a Teſtimony for Him and his Truth 
in the Earth, Oh, the Croſs of CuRIsT, to 
take it up in witneſſing Work for HII, 
was glorious in my Eye! And ſweetly my 
Lord carried me thro' this little Piece of 
Work, and brought it to publick View, to the 
Glory of his great Grace! 

Thus, having prepar'd the Way, I proceed 
to give the dear Saints, ſome farther Account 
of the gracious Dealings of Gop with me, 
relating to thoſe particular Experiences of the 
Loxp's Goodneſs, in bringing out others of 
my little Tracts: Which I wrote for my own 
private Uk. And herein I chiefly regarded the 
Encouragements which the Lord gave me con- 
cerning them, notwithſtanding the many Diſ- 
- eouragements | met with by various Tempta- 
tions, from within and without. 

In Ofober, 1740, my Three Books were 
printed: viz. New-Birth, Juſtification and 
Letters. As to the Two former of thele, 
there was ſome Appearance of their coming 
out the laſt Year: For which I earneſtly 
ſought the Lord. But he was pleas'd to 


delay the Mercy ; and there was nothing but 
Death 


Gracious Dealings of GOD, &c. 13 


Death upon it on every Side, no Manner of 
Appearance of the Books coming out for 
near a Twelvemonth. | nn, 
Under this Providence the Lord humbled 
me deeply for my Sinfulneſs and Vileneſs; 
which I ſaw deſerv'd this Chaſtiſement : He 
enabled me to ſubmit to his Will, and be ſweetly 
reſign'd to his Sovereign Diſpoſe. Yea, to 
love, and bleſs him for what he had done; 
believing it was moſt for his Glory, altho? 
herein he ſeem'd to work againſt me. Thus. 
he did me Good by his real Delay, and ſeem- 
ing Denial to hear my Prayer. fete: 
But lo, The Lord could not hide his Bowels 
long! All on a ſudden as it were, he gave a 
mighty Turn; a Call of Providence, as we 
| judg'd it, for their Publication; and mightily 
wrought upon the Heart of my dear Yokefel- 


low to bring them out; and with them a | 


Book of Letters. Did ever any truſt in God, 
and were confounded? Wait for bim, and were 
aſhamed ? No, he always anſwers the Faith of 
his People, and oft-times goes beyond it! He 
always anſwers their Prayers, tho* frequently 
in a Way and Time unexpected; and often 
doth he do for them, exceeding abundantly a. 
bove what they can aſk or think! | * ff 
Some Time before this, I was under a very 
deep and humbling Senſe of my own Deadneſs. 
and Unfruitfulneſs to God. Occaſion'd, partly, 
by what I felt in my own Soul, partly, by 
ſome of the dear Saints lighting my Books al- 
ready extant, and partly, by a Fear that I wt 9 
- (9) i 


14 4 Brief Account of the 

of but little Uſe to thoſe among whom 1 
was converſant, Theſe Things preſt my 
Spirit very much; and I ſometimes thought, 
= *© That the Lord would not let be in the 
World long, when my Work for him ſeem'd 
© to be done.“ 
But I was again encourag'd, and firengthned 5s 
in Faith, from the Conſideration of the Lord's 
Dealing with Abrabam and Sarab, in ſuffering 
their Bodies to be both dead, before Iſaac was 
born: That ſo it might appear, that he was 
rather born by the Force of the Promiſe, than 
any Efficacy 1 in Nature. From hence I was en- 
courag'd to hope, that the Lord would thus 
deal with ne. That tho' all within, and with- 
out me ſeem'd to be dead, and no Appearance 
of Fruitfulneſs ;. yet that, by the Force of the 
Promiſe, 1 ſhould be enabled to bring forth 
Fruit unto God. 
This was before my Two Books on New. 
Birth, and Juſtification were written. And a 
very particular Providence there was, to en- 
gage my Mind to write both the one and 
the other. And Encouragement I had from 
the Lord with reſpect to both. To encourage 
me to begin to write the New-Birih, and tor 
LAſſiſtance therein, I had theſe Words: Go, and 
| Iwill be with thy Mouth, — Exod. iv. 12. 
And, Thou ſhall ſpeak all that 1 command thee, 
Chap. vii. 2. And for Succeſs of the Labour I 
had that, God ſhall perſuade Japheth, and be 
ou dwell in the Tents of Shem, Gen, ix. 27; 
An 


Gracious Dealings of GOD, &c. 15 
And for my Encouragement to write that . 
on Juſtification, I had this, Caſt thy Bread upon Wl 
the Waters : for thou ſhall it after many Mi 
Days, Eccleſ. xi. 1. And for its Succeſs, I had 
theſe : Behold, I will make thee a new ſharp | 
9 breſhing- Inſtrument having Teeth: thou ſhalt 
tbreſh the Mountains, and beat them ſmall, and 
ſhalt make the Hills as Chaff. Thon. Halt 
fan them, and the Wind ſhall carry them away, 

and the Whirlwind ſhall ſcatter them: and 
thou ſhalt rejoyce in the Loxp, and ſhalt 
glory in the Holy One of lirael, Iſa. xli. 15, 16. 
That which had not been told em, Hall they ſee, 
and that which they bad not beard, ſhall they W 
conſider, Chap. lii. 15. They alſo that erred in 
Spirit, ſhall come to Underſtanding, and they that 
murmured, ſhall learn Doctrine, Chap. xxix. 24. 
Upon this, I wrote both theſe Books; and 
they were read by one ſingle Perſon, for whoſe 
Peruſal they were principally written. Af 
ter which, the Lord inclin'd my Heart to de- 

ſire their Publication ; and eſpecially to ſeek * 

for it, upon ſome hopeful Appearance there- 
of, as I have ſaid above. Which tho' the 
Lord at preſent ſeem'd to deny me, yet 
at length, he granted my Deſire, and brought 
out another Book together with them which 1 
did not then think of. So gracious was He! i 
And when the Call of Providence for their 
Publication appear'd, 1 ſought the Lord, that 
he would tell me his Mind therein. And He 
' was gracioully pleas'd to ſay, Fear thou not, 
for 1 am with thee: Be not dijmayed, for 1 am 


thy = 


16 4 Brief Arcount of the 
"thy G Iſa. xli. 10. By which he open'd his 


8 


Heart to me, and told me, He was with me 
in their Outgoing: That he was My God; 
tyar all his Fulneſs was mine, to anſwer al 


my Wants: That he was My God, to pardon 


all my Iniquities, and to accept, and bleſs 
my Labours. 


By this Word alfo he com- 
forted me, with reſpe& to the Books coming 
out: Iwill Ze gracious to whom I will be gra- 


cious, and ſpew Mercy on whom 7 will ſew 


Mercy, Exod. xXxxiil. 19. 
And when the Books were put to Preſs, 
and I under ſome Fears and Diſcouragements ; 


this Word was apply'd to my Heart, unto 


much Soul-Sweetneſs : I will make of Thee a 
great Nation, Gen. xii, 2. From whence 1 
was perſuaded, That the Lord, who had 
made me one of Abraham's Children, would 
bleſs me with faithful Abraham ; that he would 
bleſs me, ſome Way or other, to increaſe that 
great Nation of his People. And this precious 
Word, the Lord ſweetly, ang frequently whil. 
per'd to my Soul, 

Thus kindly the Lord was pleas'd, by his 
Promiſes and Providences, to revive my Hope, 


that I ſhould yet bring forth Fruit unto Him; 
WH after my Dejection at my apprehended Dead- 


neſs and Barrenneſs! 

Another Inſtance of God's Kindneſs to me, 
in raiſing me up as it were from the Dead, 
unto a Life of Fruitfulneſs, in ſome Degree, 
is this: He opened a Door for me to write 
many Letters to the Methodiſts ; and likewiſe 


bleſk 


— 
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bleſs them to many Souls. Oh, What ſhall 1 
render unto the Lox D for all bis Benefits ! 

I have hinted before, That ſome lighted 
and deſpis'd me, which was one Cauſe of 
my Dejection, and made me fear, that I ſhould 
be no more uſeful, But lo, tho* ſome deſpis'd 
and rejected; God rais'd up others to receive, 
and even to honour me ; and made me, tho? 
an Outcaſt of the People, a Bleſſing unto them] 
When ſome in England lighted my Books, and 
would None of me: God ſent em beyond the 
Seas : Wrought Marvels by his mighty Hand, 
for their Diſpoſal, and there he would bleſs 
them! Not that a/l in England deſpis'd: No; 
bleſſed be God, ſome embrac'd, ſome Souls re- 
ceived Benefit, and bleſt the Lord for the 
Books; even that Remnant which the Lord 
left me here: Which to me was a very great 
Mercy, conſidering my great Unworthineſs. 
And tho* ſome deſpis'd me, yet God took 
Occaſion hereby, to commend his Love, in 
uſing me to others, ſo much the more. That 
Word of late on this Account, has been very 
ſweet to me: Aud Things which are deſpiſed, 
bath God choſen, 1 Cor, i. 28. I have thought, 
It was in ſome Reſpect needful, that I ſhould 
* be deſpiſed; that the Grace of God in uſing 
me, might be the more conſpicuous.” Oh the 
Depth of his Mercy and Grace ! His Wiſdom 
and Knowledge! How unſearchable are his 
Judgments ! A brutiſh Man underſtands them 
not. God is but making his own Way, in 
Love and Grace to his Children, when he 

FEE ſeems 
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ſeems to come forth for their Deſtruction] 
When he ſeems to caſt them off, it is but 
in order to commend his Grace the more, in 
their further Uſefulneſs! Bleſs the Loxp, 0 
my Soul: And all that is within me, bleſs bis 
Holy Name! But 
Farther, Some Time after the Books were 
out, the Lord was pleaſed to draw very near 
to my Spirit, and to alk with me about his Fa- 
vour. He ſhew'd me what great Things he 
had done for me, not only in ſaving my 
Soul from Hell, but in thoſe great Manifeſta- 
tions of his Love, with which he had favour'd 
me to my own Soul's Foy ; and alſo, in thoſe 
wonderful Favours he had conferr*d upon me, 
as to my Uſefulneſs to others. He ſhew'd me, 
how he had diſtinguiſh'd me from moſt of my 
Sex: That he not dealt with many, as he had 
dealt with me; and that he had done all for 
me freely, from his own Heart, from the Riches 
of his own Mercy, and free, ſovereign Grace, 
notwithſtanding all my Sinfulneſs, Oh what a 
Flood of diſtinguiſhing Favour did he let out 
_ my Soul in thoſe Words: I took thee from 
the Sheep-cote from following the Sheep, to be 
Ruler over my People, over Iſrael. (or to feed 
his People: as it is, Pſa. Ixxviii. 71.) And 1 
was with thee whitherſoever thou wenteſt, and 
bave cut off all thine Enemies out of thy Sight, 
and have made thee a great Name, like unto the 
Name of the great Men that are in the Earth! 
2 Sam. vii. 8, 9. The Lord ſhew'd me, 
That in his great Grace, he had pardon'd all 
8 RE en ne „ 
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my great Sins, and brought forth my poor 
Books, unto Seven - fold, notwithſtanding my 
great Unworthineſs! And theſe laſt, in the 
Exuberance of his Love, Three at once! He 
ſnew'd me, That he had us'd one and another 
of them; and that he had more Grace in Re- 
ſerve for me for theſe laſt ! He ſent a Sound of 
Abundance of Grace into my poor Soul, by - 
that Word, Judah is 4 Lion's help; from the - 
Prey, my Son, art thou gone up: he ſtooped down, 
he couched as a Lion, and as an Old Lion; Who WW 
ſhall rouſe him up? Gen. xlix, 9. The Grace 
of this Word was exceeding pleaſant to nme. 
But, thought I, Surely this can't be for 
© Me! What is this to Me? Judah was call'd 
© a Lion's Whelp, becauſe the Regal Dignity 
was to be in that Tribe: and eſpecially, be- 
* cauſe CHrR1sT the King of Jyrael was to 
* ſpring out of Fudab, But how is it that this 
Grace ſhould reach Me, that I ſhould be a 
* Partaker of Kingly Power and Dignity ?? _ 
Then that Word was brought: To him that 
loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins in his own 
Blood, and hath made us Kings and Prieſts unto 
God and his Father, Rev. 1. 6. From whence 
I ſaw, That my dear Lord Jeſus had not only 
lov'd me, and waſh'd me from all my Sins in 
his own Blood, and ſo made me ſpotleſs in his 
Father's Sight; but that he had alſo made me 
a King and a Prieft unto God; and that in the 
Royalty of a Prince with God, I ſhould prevail 
over all his and my Enemies, is 
Then 
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Then the other Word came in again, with a 
particular Application to my own Soul: Judah 
is a Lion's Whelp; from the Prey, my Son, art 
thou gone up: he ſtooped down, he couched az g 
Lion, and as an old Lion; who ſhall rouſe hin 
up ? From this the Lord ſhew'd me, what Ac- 
count he made of me as a Child of his Love, 
in his dear Son, that he look*d upon me as a 
Prince with him, and that he had given me 
ſome Souls to take for him, by my Books, out 
of the Enemies Hands, From the Prey, my 
Son, thou art gone up! He ſhew'd me, that! 
ſhould go up, as it were in Triumph, with the 
Glory of the Prey to Him. And that I ſhould 
even go up to Heaven, triumphing in Grace, to 
give all the Glory to that Grace, which had 
made me uſeful on Earth. He ſhew'd me 
likewiſe, That I had ſuch a Fulneſs of &trengib 
for this Service, in his all- ſufficient Power and 
Grace, that I might in Faith, couch as a Lion, 
and as an old Lion; (that is confident of his 
Strength) and not be rouſed up from my Reſt- 
ing-Place, thro* Fear of any Enemy, or Dil- 
appointment. And that Word was brought 
to confirm it: Gop brought him forth out 
Egypt, he hath as it were the Strength of an 
Unicorn: He ſhall eat up the Nations his Ent- 
mies, and break their Bones, and pierce them 
thro with bis Arrows. He couched, he lay down 


as 4 Lion, and as a great Lion: Who ſhall fiir 
bim up? Oh the boundleſs Grace of this Word 
alſo ! Here I ſaw, That as Gop brought me 
forth out of Egypt, and had given me Kingly 
Dignity, 
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Dignity, Royalty and Power, the Strength of 
an Unicorn, I ſhould eat up the Nations my 
Enemies, I ſhould be ſucceſsful in my Labours 
for Chriſt, I ſhould take the Prey for Him; 
notwithſtanding my own Sins, and the Sins of 
others, and whatever Oppo/ition from the Powers 
of Hell might be made againſt it. And that 
in the Faith of my Lord's All ſufficient Grace, 
might couch as a Lion, and as a great 
Lion! 

But Oh how the Lord by this Diſplay of 
Grace, broke my Heart with his Love, and 
melted me into Tears ! My Soul fell down be- 
fore him, adoring his great Grace, and bleſſing 
his great Name for it! BewaiPd my great Sins, 
and breath'd after greater Holineſs than ever 
Indeed I was at this Time, ſo abundantly ſa- 
tisfy'd with Favour, ſo richly repleniſÞ'd with 
Grace, that I thought, If the Lord was to do 
no more for me while in this World, yet that 
© he had already done ſo much, that as a Fa- 
© vourite of Heaven, a ſpecial Favourite, I 
* ſhould for ever be under the higheſt Obliga- 
tions to love and bleſs him !* And with the 
greateſt Fervency of Spirit, I put up this Re- 


queſt to the God of all Grace: © That from 


* this Time, he would make me Holineſs to 
* Himſelf more than ever! Ob my Soul, re- 
member this Loving Kindneſs of thy God! and 
what Obligations it lays thee unden)! 
April 6th, 1741. There was a great Stir in 
my Soul, occaſion'd by a deep Senſe of my 
own Fileneſs, and an ardent Deſire to ſerve 5 
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Lord Jeſus. At length I reſolv'd to go and 
tell him how it was with me: Which I did. 
And I told the Lord, my Dear Jeſus, (for with 
Him in a particular Manner 1 then had to do) 
That I was a Sinner, a chief Sinner. That 


Wi © if he look'd over all his Children, ſpread 

mt * over the Face of the Earth, he could find 19 

„ none like me; his Kindneſs and Grace, and ” 
ce my Sinfulneſs and Ingratitude being ſet to- 8 
4 gether. I told him likewiſe, of my Unfit- © 
« neſs, and Unworthineſs to ſerve hind. that! . 
„ had a longing Defire after his Service, and = 
« was under a Neceſſity to ſerve him: That 1 4 

mT © muſt ſerve him, or 1 ſhould diſhonour him, y 

mW. © that I muſt ſerve him, or I ſhould be un- 

ww * grateful, ſlight his Love and pierce him.“ 


wy Then I aſk'd him, as the Prince of Grace, 
Whether he would let a Sinner ſerve him?“ 
I. told him all my Heart; and how the Caſe 
ſtood with me. That it was the Evening of 
% my Day; that now I could do but /:itle 
« for him, but pray'd that I might do much 
e in a little.“ —I told him © Of my Books, 
&« already brought forth; and pray'd him to 
„take them up, tho? defiled Things, and 
e waſh em in his Blood, and work by them, 
e and let me ſerve him by them. Pray'd, that 
he would ſay to me, with reſpect to them, Go, 
6 ſerve me, here and there ; —as he ſaid, Let 
„ there be Light : and there was Light,” And 
114 in the Faith of his Love to me, not withſtand . 
ing my Vileneſs, I pray'd him to Tell ne 
wy © whether he would be gracious to _ 4 
theſe 
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« theſe Regards, and to ſeal it with a Kiſs.” 
At which my Soul drew back: Oh thought T, 
How can I aſk the Faireſt of All- Fairs, to 
kiſs fo black a Sinner '* And while I was reaſon- 
ing Things in my Mind, that Word came in, 
According to your Faith be it unto you, Matt. ix. 


19. Then I cry'd out, © Lord, I believe: I 


« believe thy Grace is ſufficient to grant my 
% Deſires, that thou delighteſt to be gracious : 
« and I caſt myſelf upon all thy Grace, to 
«* pardon all my Sins, to fit me for thy Ser- 
vice, to 4ſt me in thy Work, and to own 
me in the ſame; to the Glory of Thy and 
„ my Father,” = | 


Quickly after, that Word came in, Tb 


haſt raviſhed my Heart, my Siſter, my Spouſe ; 


thou haſt raviſhed my Heart with one of 'thine 


Eyes, with one Chain of thy Neck, Song v. 9. 
And with it ſuch a Sound of glorious Grace, 
that melted my Soul, and rejoyc'd my Heart. 


But yet it was ſo aſtoniſhing, that I found not 


Room enough to receive it; but ſaid within 
myſelf, Surely it can't be Me ! Surely the Lord 
can't ſay ſo of Me! Then follow'd, Be not 
faithleſs, But believing, Jobn xx. 27, Then 


this, The King is held in the Gallerits, Song vii. 


5. And with it ſuch a Flow of Grace, that at 
once refreſh'd, and ſurpriz d me. I ſcarce 
know which was greateſt, whether the Re- 
freſhment to my fainting Spirit, that was read 


to faint with Longing to ſerve Jeſus, or the 


Surprize at his Grace, in regard of my Vile- 
nels, Indeed it Was ſo great, that 1 knew 
not 
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not how to tate #t in; but was for arguing it, 
Upon which I found ſome Withdraw of the 
Divine. Influence. Then, fearing my Lord 
was diſpleas'd, I pray'd him, Not to be 
angry, but to pardon a Sinner; and told 
„ him I could not fard before his Anger, but 
% ſhould,die if HE was angry.” Upon this 
he ſaid, Only believe, Mark v. 30. — Then 1 
fell down before him, and ſaid, Lord, I be. 
« Jieve, Let it then be according as thou haſt 
© ſaid, I give up Myſelf, my vile Self, to 
„ be loved of Thee, Oh Prince of Grace!" 
But that He ſhould love ſuch a Black Sinner, 
humbled, melted, overcame me, and fill'd 
my Soul with joyful Wonder. Then [I heard 
this ſweet Whiſper, Thou art All-Fair, my 
Love, Song v. 7, By which I was pointed, 


[i |; as with a Finger, to the Cauſe of my Beauty 


in Chriſt's Eye; as it lay in his own Love; 
My Love! That as I was Chriſt's Love, as 
he had fixt his Heart, and put his own 
Comelineſs upon me; ſo he call'd me Ak 
Fair ! Then I ador'd the King, the Sovereign 
Lord of all, that could love whom he would, 
that is gracious to whom he will be gracious, 
and hath Mercy upon whom he will have 
Mercy! But Oh! That the King, the King of 
Heaven and Earth, the Lord of all the Crea- 
tures in both Vorlds, that could make Mil. 
tions of Worlds at his Pleaſure! ſhould be 
raviſh'd, held, captivated as it were, (with the 
Strength, the Cords of his own Love) by 4 
Creature] by a Sinner! It fill'd my you 
: wit 
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with aſtoniſhing and delightful Vonder] In- 
deed I found I was able to take in but little of 
this Grace, while in the Body ! But rgoycing 
in the Royalties, the Glories of my Bride- 
groom's Grace, and overcome by the infinite 
Greatneſs of his Love, I gave bim my little 
Soul; 1 attempted it at leaſt : and pray'd him 
to Bind me, and hold me, by the Cords of 
« his Love, faſt unto Himſelf for ever!“ And 
deeply I mourn'd before him, for all my Baſe- 
neſs and Ingratitude ! | 

Upon the whole I was perſuaded, That I 


had Chriſt's Heart, and ſhould have his Hand. 


That the King was held in the Galleries; that 
He would take his Walks with me in all the 
Paths of Duty, (in the Outgoings of my poor 


Books, and otherwiſe) and be ſeen in the Dit- 


plays of his Grace and Glory, to the Joy of his 
People, his royal Courtiers! Oꝶœ⁵ my Soul, Wait 
thou upon God thy Saviour, for his promis'd 
Goodneſs: and thou ſhalt not be aſhamed! 

July 13. Having been under a gentle Cha- 
ſtiſement from my gracious Father, a mighty 


Oppreſſion of Soul, by reaſon of Sin, a Senſe 


of Gop's Diſpleaſure, and a Fear leaſt he ſhould 
calt me off, as to Uſefulneſs; I humbled. 
my Soul before him, open'd my Heart to him, 
and poured out before him all my Trouble. 
When, in boundleſs Grace, he was pleas'd to 
lay to me, Fear thou not, for I am with thee : 
(aye, S111!) be not diſmay d, for I am thy God: 
J will ſtrengthen thee, yea, I cl help thee, 
yea, I will uphold thee with the Right Hand of 
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my Righteouſneſs, Iſa. xli. 10. By this Word 
of his Grace, the Lord ſpoke Pardon, Peace, 
Deliverance and Salvation to my poor Soul, 
He let me go free, under boundleſs Grace, in- 
to his Service again! That Word alſo, under 


this Trial, was precious to me, hougb ye have 


lien among the Pots, yet ſhall ye be as the Wings 
of a Dove, cover'd with Silver, and ber Fra- 
thers of yellow Gold, Pſa. Ixviii. 13. From this 
I had a Heart-melting Perſuaſion of the Grace 
of God towards me, That tho' I had lien 


among the Pots, had been in my own Ap- - 


prehenſion, as a broken Veſſel, caſt to the 
Dung hill, ſtript as it were of all Beauty, Ex- 
cellency and Uſefulneſs; that yez I ſhould be 
as the Wings of a Dove, that yet I ſhould mount 
up in the Service of God, and have a freſh 
Beauty and Glory put upon me therein! 


From the Grace of God in theſe Words, I 


was deeply humbled under all mine Iniquities, 
and melted into bitter Mourning ; and yet 
Tais'd up into Wonder, Joy and Thankfulneſs, 
at that Grace, which let me go free, when ! 
might juſtly have been deſtroy d! And my 
Heart was exceedingly ſet againſt Sin, and 
drawn out after Holineſs, And. I intreated 


| the Lord, To let me go ſorth again into his 
& Service, under Blood, under Love, under Holy 


« Oyl, to live more to his Glory than ever!“ 
And I doubt not but he heard me. Salva- 
tion to the LORD | Tr 

Quickly after this, he gave me to ſee in his 
Providence, That he had not caſt me off, that 


* 


he 
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he had us d me, and till call'd me to further 
Service. Upon which I fell down before him, 
and ſaid, Lord, what, not caſt me off yet! 
« Ten Thouſand Glories to the God of all 
« Grace ”” Remember this Deliverance, Oh my 
Soul ! and give up thyſelf to the Lord, to be 
wore entirely His than ever © 

Aug. 5, 1741. As I was ſeeking the Lord 
for perſonal Favours, and relative Uſefulneſs ; 
that Word was precious to my Soul, The 
LoxD thy God in the midſt of thee is Mighty; 
he will ſave, (from all thy Sins and Fears, 
and to all thy Deſires) be will rejoice over thee 
with Joy, be will reſt in his Love, be will joy 
over thee with Sing ing, Zeph. iii. 17. Glory be 
to the Lord for this Grace! 

Aug. 6. As I was ſeeking the Lord for my 


Uſefulneſs to Saints and Sinners; it came into 


my Mind to aſk him, To ſhew his Grace to 
the Uttermoſt, in this regard, as far as was 
* meet for him to extend it to ſuch a vile, 
* little, worthleſs Vorm! Upon which it was 
inſtantly darted into my Mind, That it was 
meet for Gop to do what he will: That 
* what he willeth, is meet he ſhould do; be- 
* cauſe He willeth it, who is the ſovereign 
„Lord of all.” Then under freſh. Encou- 
nagements, I fell down before him, adoring 
tis Sovereignty as Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
and Lord of his own Grace; and beſought 
him “ To extend his ſovereign Grace to me, 
the leaſt and laſt of all Saints, and the 
2 mY - Chief 
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* Chief of Sinners; ſince it was meet he ſhould 
e ſhew Favour to whom he will. And I caft 
myſelf upon his ſovereign Grace, to be dealt 
with according to it, as ſhould be moſt for its 
own Glory. Soon after it came into my Mind, 
That my Petitions being put up in Chrif'; 
* Name, would be carry'd in to the Father,” 
And I put them afreſh into Chriſt's Hands, ſo 
to be. Upon which that Word dropt upon 
my Heart with much Sweetneſs, The Father 
himſelf loveth you, Joh. xvi. 22. And that, 
J will Ze gracious to whom I will be gracious, 
Exod. xxxiii. 19, And that, Fear not, for J 
am with zhee, Iſa. xli. 10. And that, He is 
able to ſave to the Uitermoſt, them that come un- 
to God by him, Heb. vii. 23. Theſe ſweetly 


the Father's, and Chriſt's Love towards me, 
with reſpect to what I was concern'd about. 
Then that, Jf ye will enquire, enquire : Set my 
Soul upon further aſking. the Lord to tell me, 
*© How gracious he wou'd be to me.“ Upon 
which .that Word dropt ſweetly into my Soul, 
And He ſball be for a glorious Throne to his Fa. 
ther's Houſe : and they ſhall hang upon him all 
tbe Glory, — from the Veſſels of Cups, to the Veſ- 
ſels of Flagons, Iſa. xxii. 23. From whence | 
ſaw, That CHRIST was a glorious Throne for 
me, as one of his Father's Houſe, where, as be- 
ing made by his Blood, a King and a Prieſt io 
God, I ſhould, receiving Abundance of Grate, 
reign in Life by bim. Then this no 


refreſh*'d my Soul, and reviv'd my Faith in 
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me: The Pots in the Lord's Houſe ſhall be like 
be Bowls before the Altar, Zech. xiv. 20. For 
this Grace, I bleſt the Lord : being perſuaded, 
That 7, tho? but a Cup, ſhould be fill'd with 
the Wine of the Spirit, And I intreated the 
Lord, That ſince I was but a Cup, that 
« could hold, and convey but little, in Com- 
„ pariſon with the Veſſels of Flagons, that 
« therefore I might be fill'd with very /pir:- 
« tous Wine, and be in my Meaſure, like a 
« Bowl before the Altar, fill'd with Wine, and 
« dedicated unto God: and that I might be en- 
« abled to hang all the Glory of my Cup- 
« Meaſure upon H1m, who is worthy to bear 
« all the Glory of Cups, as well as Flagons.”* 
Quickly after, that Word was apply'd with 
Power and Sweetneſs : 1 have choſen Thee, and 
not caſt Thee away, Iſa. xii. 9. From whence, 
being fully perſuaded, that the Lord had choſen 
me to do ſome Service for him, and not caſt me 
away, as to Uſefulneſs, altho' I was the moit 
unworthy and vileſt of all; My Soul was 
humbled before the Lord, drawn out to love 
him, and enabled to bleſs him, 

Upon the whole, As my Faith and Hope in 
God were increaſed ; So my Deſire after Holi- 
neſs was enlarged, My Soul long'd to live to 
God, more intenſely than ever: I ſaw his di- 
fiinguiſhing Favour, call'd for eminent Holineſs. 
Bleſſed be God for this Viſit ! Lord, let it be to 
thy Worm, according as thou haſt ſpoken | And 
make me, under thy diſtinguifhing Kindneſs, Holi- 
neſs to thy Self for ever! 
B 3 Aug. 
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© 


Ang. 7. While I was writing as above, this 


was ſuggeſted to my Mind : 


What a Do you make about Uſefulneſ; 
What is there in it? It's no ſuch great 


Thing,” To which I anſwer'd : 


The Glory of God, is a great Thing.” Again 
was ſuggeſted: _. | 

% You are a Hypocrite : becauſe you deſire 
outward Things.” I reply'd:. 

«© Be what I Will, Satan, thou ſhalt never 
get me out of the Hands of Chriſt. And |) 
deſire outward Things, (i. e. Uſefulneſs to 
others) for his outward Glory; and inward 
Things for his inward Glory. 


A few Days ago, this was preſt upon me: 


“ You may be Great in this World, have a 


great Name among the Saints; and yet be 


nothing as it were in the Sight of God: 
Lou. know how little you are, And there. 
fore you need not make ſuch a Stir about 
great Uſefulneſs: For you'll quickly be 
ſtript of all your Greatneſs, and *twill be 
ſhewn before Men and Angels, what a /itile, 
inſignificant Creature you are.“ I anſwer'd: 
« IT am little, very little, But God, by giv- 
ing me a great Name among ſome of his 
Children; prepares me for Uſefulneſs to 
them: If they ſaw me in my own Lit. 


- tleneſs, they would not regard me. But God 
gives me great Eſteem with them, to ſerve 


the Ends of his great Grace, in making me 
uſeful to them. And however little I am 


in myſelf, if I may be greatly uſeful] to the 


Saints, 
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ce Saints, I ſhall rejoice : If God will be greatly 
6 glorify'd, and his People edify d, by ſo little 


« a Worm, it will be my Joy. And tho' I 


« ſhould be ſtript naked of all my Greatnefs, 
« and ſhewn before all in my Littleneſs in the 
« Day of Chriſt; yet will I ſubmit thereto, 
« and even take a Sort of Pleaſure therein, 
« becauſe God's great Grace will be the more 
« glorify'd, in working by ſuch a little Norm: 
« and therefore I'll go on to ſerve CHriſt and 
« the Saints to the Utmoſt, however it fares 
« with me.“ Ee; | Bs 

And ſometimes I have had ſuch Thoughts 
paſs thro' my Mind, and my Heart has been 
in them: That if I was to be ſent to Hell at 
* laſt, I would do my #tmoſt to promote the 
* Kingdom and Glory of Chriſt, and to ferve 
Him and his People in this World; and that 
out of Love to Chriſt, and his Glory, to the 
* Saints, and their Advantage.“ 

While I was writing as above, it was ſug- 
geſted to my Mind thus: 3 

** You make a Do about your Uſefulneſs : 
What is it? Others, far more uſeful than 
you, make no Sir about it.” I reply'd : 


% Tho' my Uſefulneſs is but Irie, if com- 


** par'd with that of other Saints; yet it is my 
* All, my Heart is in it; it is Al] that I can 
* do for my Lord,” — And that Word was 
pleaſant to me, about the poor Widow that 
caſt in her two Mites : She hath caſt in All ſbe 
bad, And truly I think, if I had ten thouſand 
Times more than I have, CRRIST ſhould have 
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it A! If T had the Strength of an Angel, 


would ſerve him with it, I would run about 
the Earth for him; there ſhould not be a Chil 
of his, but I would bring ſome Refreſhment 
to it, if He would ſend me. Ob my Lord, thou 
knoweſt that theſe are the Workings of my Heart 
towards thee. Tho* Thou only knoweſt how little 
I am in Love to thee, and how little I ſhould 
do for thee, if thou waſt to try me! 


Again, it was ſaid to me, while writing as 


above: N 
* How can that be? how can yo, love the 
« Kingdom and Glory of Chriſt, that have 
« finn'd ſo much againſt him ?** I anſwer: 
Satan, Tho' I have /in d grievoully, and 


e have done as evil Things as I could; yet! 


* ſpeak the Truth in Cbriſt, Ilie not: My 
„ Soul loveth him!“ 
have frequently been tempted, To ſay 
* nothing of Chriſt and his Grace to ozhers ; 
« becauſe I am ſuch a great Sinner my/elf,”* Sa- 
tan has ſaid : | p 
How can you open your Mouth for Chriſt, 
« when you have /inn'd ſo much againſt him, 
« and are ſuch a vile Creature?“ I have re- 


ply'd: 


« ] am waſh'd in Chriſt's Blood, and for- 
« given by Free Grace; and therefore under 
« the greater Obligation to publiſh its Praiſes. 
Again, I have been tempted, © To caſt off 
« the Service of God, becauſe 1 could not do 
it without Sin; but in ſome reſpects, 
| were 
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« were guilty of more Sin, the more I did 
cc for God.” | : 4s wh 55 

But in the Views of Chriſt's Blood cleanſing 
me, and my Performances from all Sin, and 
of his prefenting them acceptable to the 
Father in his own Perfections; I have got 
the Victory over this, God's forgiving Love, 
has likewiſe encourag'd me to fear, to ſerve 
bim. As has alſo, The Sufficiency of Chriſt's 
Grace, of his Power to enable me for Duty, 


and ſtrengthen me againſt Sm, 


And I have ſometimes found it of Uſe, to 
keep down the Power of Sin, and to hold my 
Heart in an holy Bent againſt it: To enter a 
Proteſt againſt it, when I began any Piece 
of Service for my Lord: That if Sin of- 
« fer*d to difturb me therein, and to rob him 
of his Glory: I did not allow of it; but my 
very Soul hated it.“ 5 

Aug. 19, 1741. My Soul was very deſirous 
to have more of my poor Books brought out, 
ſent into America, and bleſt unto many Souls. 
And I ſought the Lord for this Mercy: and 
theſe Words were ſweet to me, He ſatisfieth 
the longing Soul, and filleth the Hungry with 
Goodneſs, Plal. cvii. 9. And my People ſhall be 
latisfy*d with my Goodneſs, Jer. xxxi. 14, And 


tho* I had not ſuch a full Satisfaction from 
them, that I ſhould have the Mercy; yet I was 


directed to take hold of them by Faith as 
God's Covenant; from, And take hold of ny] 
Covenant, Iſa. loi. 4. Which in ſome Meaſure 
I was enabled to do. 5 
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A Suggeſtion was caſt in, while I was ſeek- 
ing the Lord : A 
« That it was not meet for me to aſk ſuch 
«« great Things, becauſe I was ſo little; that it 
*© was not meet that God ſhould put a ſuperior 
* Glory upon the inferior Members of Chiiſt's 
Body.“ —I reply'd: 
It is meet that Gop ſhould do what He 
nk YO | 
And Neceſſity being upon me, and I very 


| - tbirfly, as well as very needy, in the Faith of 


his boundleſs Grace, I aſk'd the Lord to give 
me the Mercy my Soul deſired. EY 

And theſe Words were encouraging to me: 
Fear not, for I am with thee, Iſa. xli. 10. As 
a Prince haſt thou Power with God and with 
Men, and haſt prevailed, Gen. xxxii. 28. The 
Eyes of the Lok run to and fro thro the 
Earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in Behalf of them 
whoſe Heart is perfect towards him, 2 Chron, 
xvi. 9. O fear the LorD, ye his Saints: for 
tbere is no Want to them that fear him, Pal. 
xxxiv. 9. Thou haft raviſh'd my Heart my Siſter, 
my Spouſe, thou haſt raviſh'd my Heart with one 
of thine Eyes, with one Chain of thy Neck, 
Song iv. 9. And the Grace of our Lord was 
excetding abundant, with Faith and Love 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 1 Tim. i. 14. It was 
the Love, Grace and Faithfulneſs of God the 
Father, and of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, that I 
apprehended therein, which I hoped would. be 
exceeding abundant in granting my Deſites, 
not- 
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notwithſtanding my great Sins and Un- 
worthineſs. _ W £0 

Upon the whole, my Soul was encourag'd' 
to hope and truſt in the Lord for the Mercy; 
altho I had not ſuch a full Aſſurance of it as 
I could have been glad of. But I was en- 
abled to believe for it, to caſt myſelf upon the } 
Grace of God, and of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt | 
for it, if conſiſtent with his Glory. And that j 
Word was ſome Comfort to me, According to 
your Faith, be it unto you, Matt. ix. 29. O05 
my Soul, believe that thy Faith and Prayer ſhall 
not be in vain: and wait to ſee which: Way 
the Lord will appear, and how kind and gratious 
he will be ! To ESR other bs 

Sept, 1, 1741, I receiv'd a Letter from a 
Friend, the Contents whereof prov'd very try- 
ing. And I was much dejected, fearing the 
Lord would caſt me off as to Uſefulneſs. 
But my dear Lord Jeſus was pleas'd to ma- 
nifeſt his Love ſweetly to my Soul, in theſe 
Words of the Spouſe, 7 am my Beloved's, and 
his Deſire is towards me, Song, vii, 10. I was 
perſuaded, that I was my Beloved's,. that I was 
Chriſt's own, that his Heart was fixt upon me 
as ſuch; and that no future Changes which 
might paſs over me, tho? they might caſt me 
out of the Love of Creatures, ſhould ever ſe- 
parate me from the Love of CHRIST. And 
allo, that Bis Deſire was towards me; that 
whoever might not deſire Communion with 
me, CHRIST would: Yea, did, at that very 
Inſtant, when I was apt to think, Things look'd 
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as if he would caſt me of. Which made 
Chriſt, and his Love, very precious to my Soul; 
I was fully fatisfy'd therewith, and my Heart 
melted into Tears of Joy and Humility. 
Since which, the outward Face of Things 
appearing ſtill the ſame, I have been often 
humbled, and ſometimes dejected. But have 
been much comforted with' that Word, My 
Beloved is mine, and I am his, Song 2. 16. My 
Soul has rejoyced in Chriſt as my ALL, cleav'd 
to him as ſuch, and ſweetly have I been ſatisfy'd 
with his Love. I have earneſtly deſir'd, That 
if the Lord ſhut up one Vay of glorifying of 
him, he would open another; that if I might 
not glorify him by Uſefulneſs to others, I 
might inwardly and ſecretly, in my own Soul, 
 * glorify him more abundantly than ever.“ In 
which Frame of Spirit, I continu'd till, 
_ OF. 17. When I receiv'd another Letter 
from a Friend. And by ſome Things in it, 
which I thought look'd as if they would hinder 
my Uſefulneſs, I was ſomewhat oppreſſed in 
> a4 a Time, But being willing to glorify 
Jod, ſome Way or other, and as Things at 
preſent ſeem'd to work againſt me, I found a 
Defire ro make an entire Reſignation of myſelf, 
and my deareſt Intereſt, in being uſeful to Souls, 
to the Lord's ſovereign Diſpoſe, I thought on 
that Word, Hath the [.orD as great Delight in 
Burnt Offerings and Sacriſices, as in obeying the 
Voice of the Lox D? 1 Sam. xv. 22. I thought, 
* It was pleaſing to the Lord, to have his People 
« entirely conformed to his Will: And that 
Holineſs, 
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« Holineſs, was a conſtant ſan##ifying of God, Il 
and an entire Dedication to Him, in, and If 
© under all Diſpenſations. Upon which, my WW 
Soul was drawn out to fan#ify the Lord, 
and to dedicate myſelf to him, in that I was at 
preſent under. And the rather had I a Defire 
to do this, now Things ſeem'd to work againſt 
me, that I might glorify bim the more, and 
ſhew a more diſintereſted Love. I thought, 
There might be ſomewhat of Sei, to prompt 
' © me to love and bleſs the Lord, when he 
apparently wrought for me; but if I did 
© this, when he ſeem'd to work againſt me, I i 
* ſhould Honour and pleaſe him the more, and 
more anſwer the Character of a Friend of i 
God. As he ſtyled his Servant Abraham, Who 
* without Heſitation, at his Bidding, offer*'d |} 
up his only Son. And therefore I fell down 
before the Lord, humbled myſelf on Account 
of my Vileneſs, acknowledged that he needed 
none of my Services, and that he would be 
righteous, if he was to caſt me of, as to Uſe- 
fulneſs : Yea, that he would be to, was he to 
deal with me according to what I was in my- 
ſelf, if he ſent me to Hell. And I gave up 
myſelf, and my deareſt Concern into his 
Hands, after this Manner: Lord, I am 
* wholly Tine: Do with me as thou pleaſet. 
I make an entire Ræſgnation of all that con- 
cerns me to thy ſovereign Diſpoſe, Wound 
me, ſmite me where, and how thou pleaſeſt ; 
only get thyſelf Glory, and give me Grace 
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* to gur thee in all, and do with me juſt ag 
« thou wilt,” And 1 found a delightful Satif- 
faftion, in pleaſing and glorifying Gop, in 
bleſſing him for his Works, and in rejoycing 
with him in them; and in that I might do {0 
in the darkeſt Diſpenſation. 

Quickly after, thoſe Words dropt ſweetly 
upon my Heart, Seeing thou haſt not withbeld 
thy Son, thine only Son from Mx, By my SELF 


© have I ſworn ſaith the Lox D, That in Bleſſing 
Iwill bleſs thee, and in Multiplying 1 will 
multiply thee, Gen, xxii. 12,—17. In which 


the Lord teſtify*d his Well. pleaſedneſs with me, 


in re/igning my hoped-for, and delir'd Uſeful- 


#eſs, to be wholly at bis Diſpoſe. And like- 


' wiſe aſſur'd me, that he would make me 
| fruitful. With both which I was ſweetly de- 
lighted, and enabled, with Humility and Joy, 


to hope in the Lord. 

Thus profitably did the Lord exerciſe me by 
the Trial! Thus ſweetly did He mix Light 
with Darkneſs, Joy with Sorrow! And I had 
a Deſire kept up in my Soul to glorify bim, 


altho*, as to the preſent Appearance of Things, 
1 ſeem'd to. be caſt out of his Sight ; and: 
was apt to ſay, at times, with the Church, 


My Strength and my Hope (as to Uſefulneſs) is 
periſhed from the Logp, Lam. iin. 18. Thus 


under various Frames, but moſtly. reſign'd to 


the divine Will, I went on till, 
OZ. 21, 1741. Wu reading Jobn Xi. 25, 
Jeſus ſaid unto her, I am the Reſurreetion, and 
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dead, yet ſhall he live: | was much drawn out 
to believe in Chriſt for a renewed Life of Uſeful- 
. neſs, And tho? at preſent all Things round a- 
bout me ſeem'd to be dead in this regard, yet! 
had a Soul-ſtrengthening View of my Lord's. 
Fulneſs, as the Reſurrection and the Life. I 
ſaw an infinite Ability in Him, to faiſe me 
from the Dead, unto a Life of Service. And 
being encourag'd by his gracious, faithful Pro- 
miſe, Tho* he were dead, yet Hall be live: 
] believed on bim, for the Fulfilment of it to 
me, That he would open to me freſh Oppor- 
tunities to ſerve him, as Rivers in bigh Places. 
] believed on him, for the free and full For- 
giveneſs of all my Sins, which render'd me 
unworthy of his Service; for freſh Flows of 
divine Favour ; for all the Aſſiſtances, inward,: 
and outward 1 ſtood in need of; and for all 
Succeſs conſiſtent with his Glory, And 1 was 
verily perſuaded, that my dear Lord, would. 
again appear for me in theſe Regards, 

And in the Evening, I ſaw much Glory in 
his Service, and on his Servants that were ho- 
nour'd to ſerve bim. Was much humbled un- 
der a Senſe of my own Vileneſs, and Ingratitude 
to the Lord, and Unfineſs to ſerve him. That 
Word much humbled me, Can ye drink of the 
Cup that I drink of? and be baptiz'd with the 
Baptiſm that I am baptized with? Mark x. 38. 
Ah, thought I, what can J do or ſuffer for 
Cbriſ, in Compariſon of the Doings and 
* Sufferings of tbo/e whom he highly honours!? 
And after much working of Heart with Defrre, 


and 
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and fome Degree of Fainting, to do ſomething 


for him, altho' I was the leaſt and laſt of al}, 
and could neither do like his great Servants, 
(one of which I had particularly on my Heart) 
nor expect to be honour'd like them: the Lord 
broke in ſweetly with this Word, Fear not, for 
am with thee :—be not diſmayed, for I am thy 
God, J. xli. 10. In which the Lord fpoke 


very comfertably to my Heart. Fear not, 


“ ſaid He, for I am with thee, even Thee: Be 
& not diſmayed, for F am Thy God.“ Oh what 
a ſweet Emphaſis did he put upon the Word 


. Thy! Thy God] In this the Lord ſpake two 


Things to me, 1. That he was my God, even 
mine; altho' I was ſo far behind his other Ser- 
vants, which I ſaw him love and honour {6 
much; and that from the ſame Grace, he 


would love, and uſe me, even me, 2. That 


tho? 1 could not do that Service for him which 
others did; yet that in what he would enable 
me to do, I had himſelf, as my God; that all in 


I knew it was the Voice of Gop. I felt his 
Power on my Heart. And was more fully 
convinced that it was his, in that I could not, 
tho' but a few Moments after, make ſuch an 
Impreſſion upon my own Soul, nor regain, by 
thinking over the Word, what I felt when He 


ſpake it to me, It was ſo ſweet, that I wanted 


the Impreſſion to be laing. But the Lord is 
a Sovereign ; and keeps the Seal of his Love 
in a Promiſe, by the Holy Ghoſt, upon the 
Hearts of his Children, for a longer, or ſhorter 

5 Seaton, 


bim, as the God of all Grace, was mine. And 
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Seaſon, juſt as it pleaſeth him. When He. 
ſpeaks, he ſpeaks like HimszLe, with Ma- 
jeſty and Efficacy, worthy of Gop! And often 
he ſpeaks ſo much Grace to his People, unto 
ſo much Soul-Sweetneſs, in one Word, that 
will take many of theirs to tell it out, and 
never can it be fully done. Dn 

However, by his faying to me, I am Thy 
God, he let me know that he was mine, that 
he was ſo, unto thoſe Ends of Grace, for which 
| thirſted, and was almoſt ready to faint. That 
as he had a glorious Ca usE carrying on in the 
Earth, in which my Heart dehghted, he would, 
as My God, love, and honour me, to have a 
Finger in it, that I ſhould ſome Way or other 
promote it, By which he humbled and melt- 
ed me, and rais'd me up into Faith, Joy and 
Thankfulneſs, I fell down before him, 
% Acknowledg'd myſelf to be the Chief of 
Sinners, and pray'd him to magnify his 
“ Grace, and its exceeding Riches, in dealing 
* with me according as he had ſpoken.” And 
I was fill'd with Vonder, that he would be 
thus gracious to ſuch a vile Sinner | That Word 
was ſweet to me, Will God in very deed dwell 
with Men on Earth? 2 Chron. vi. 18. M7 
Soul cry'd out, will Gop in very Deed love 
and own vile me] That allo rais'd my Wonder, 
Shall Sarah that is ninety Years old bear ? Gen, 
xvii. 17. Shall I, that am as it were dead, be 
fruitful ! Then that comforted me, 1s any 
Thing too hard for the Lox D? Chap. xvii. . 

: | An 
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And then theſe, A little one ſhall become a Thoy. 
ſand, and a ſmall one a ſtrong Nation: — For iy 
my Wrath I ſmote thee, but in my Favour hang ] 
bad Mercy on thee, Ifa. Ix. 10, — 22. And 
this Word alſo was ſweet to me, I will be 
merciful to their Unrighteouſneſs, and their Sins 
and their Iniquities will 1 remember no more, 
Heb. viii. 12. . 

Upon the whole, my Soul was much 
ſtrengthned in Faith, that my God would ap- 
pear for me again; and was drawn out to love 
the Lord, and to hate Evil. Vait, O my Soul, 
* thy God, who will again appear to thy 
. 

OF. 22, 1741. While I was writing as a. 
bove, this was ſuggeſted to my Mind: 

« And what are you the better now for 
« your Promiſes? What have you got by 
„ them? You have had Words before; but 
* what have they brought forth? Can you 
« give a ſingle Inſtance of any Fruit?“ 

But my Mind being much impreſt with 


ling to leave writing till I had finiſh'd the 
Account: I was not ſo much at Leiſure to at- 
tend the Temptation, nor to anſwer it as at o- 


ther Times. I was in ſome Degree wounded 


by itz and in ſome Meaſure enabled to reſiſt 
it, and to hold faſt my Confidence in God, 


my Mind being on another Thing, hal, at 
preſent, engroſs d my Thoughts. But, 
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ſomewhat I had juſt before heard; and I unwil- | 


and his faithful Word. But the Intention of 
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08.23. In the Review of the above Tempta- 
tion, I was troubled that my Spirit was no 
more edg d againſt the Tempter; and that I 
had not for God's Honour, borne a more. ve- 
hement Teſtimony to the Faithfulneſs of his 
Word, and againſt the Father of Lies. 

And now, O Satan, ſince thou didſt aſk 
me, © What 1 was the beiter for God's Pro- 
« miſes ?** J anſwer: 

&« Much every Way. They are my Gain, 
* my Treaſure, the Bonds which God has 
« given me to bind Himſelf to be mine for- 
« ever; and to do great Things for my Soul.” 
Doſt thou aſk me, What I have got by the 
% Promiſes ?** I anſwer : 

« I have got all by them that I can dere. 
« Even the God of all Grace in Chriſt, to be 
« my eternal LoT ; and all the Grace that is 
« in him, to be laid out all manner of Ways, 
in Kindneſs towards me, thro' Chriſt Jeſus, 
« according to the Infinity of his Viſdom. 

Doſt thou aſk me What the Promiſes given 
me have brought fortb? | anſwer: _ 

A Life full of Mercies, of Supports, 
oe Comforts, Deliverances, of marvellous Sal- 
** vations, and amazing Favours, ever ſince 1 
% have known the Lord, or rather been known- 
K 1 Him; has been the glorious Fruit of the 
„ manp, the great, the exceeding great and 
precious Promiſes which he hath given me.“ 
** —And doſt thou call upon me to © Give a 
© ſingle Inſtance of the Fruit of the Pramaile : v7” 
Take for Anſwer : 

« All 
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of gracious Appearances, which attended my 
Removal from N. 


cc 


« All that wonderful Train of Providences, 


u, to W. 5; and 
from a, again to /——þ, Where. 
„in I ſaw all the Promiſes the Lord had given 
% me, fulfilled, notwithſtanding the many 
« Deaths which paſs'd over them, and Clouds 
« with which for a Time they were obſcur'd; 
and that there had not failed ought of all 
the good Things which the LoRD had ſpoken,” 
„And as to the Promiſes the Lord has 
now given me, I know they were from 
him, I know his ſweet, his all-efficacious 


cc 


„Voice. There's none can ſpeak /ike Him! 


And be it known unto Thee, O Satan, in 
the Lord's Strength, and for his Honour, | 


will believe his Promiſes to be true and faith- 


ful, like Himſelf, the true and faithful Gop; 


e chiefly, becauſe they are His, and becauſe I 


have experienced them to be ſo. And 1 
* will wait upon my Go, accounting bim, 
both able and faithful who hath promiſed ; 
« for all promis'd Mercies in his own Time 
« and Way, altho* ten Thouſand Deaths 


* ſhould paſs over them. For he will not 
. * leave me, nor forſake me: nor ſuffer a Fot or 
- * Tile of his Word to fail. Here, in IE Ho- 


* D truſt; and I ſhall not be aſhamed.” 
— All Love and Glory for ever be to his moſs 


high and holy Name! 
OZ. 24, 1741. A Letter from a Friend. In 


which I ſaw much of God's Kindneſs to me. 


Which rejoyced, humbled, ' melted me down 


before 
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before the Lord, It was the Dawn of another 
Day in Providence, after the dark Night that 
had been upon my Mind was over, which 
ſtrengthned my Faith in the Promiſe, Or ra- 
ther brought the Grace of the Promiſe nigh to 
my ſpiritual Senſe. And I earneſtly deſir'd, 
That whether I was affii#ed, or whether I was 
comforted, it might be for God's Glory, That 
I might not rejoyce in any Favour ſhewn to 
me, merely for my own Sake, but chiefly, that 
hereby God might have the more Glory, I 
long'd to love Gop for Himſelf, and every 
Thing elſe, the moſt delightful, for his Sake. 
I long'd to be loyal to Cyr1sT,. to live upon 
Bim, as my ALL, in the Enjoyment, as well as 
in the Vant of ſenſible Comforts, and inſtant- 
ly, to aſcend with the Glory of all to bim.— 
Live, O my Soul, upon thy Lord' Sweeineſs, 
whenever he gives thee any Joy in, and Re- 
freſhment thro” the Creatures! Rejoyce not in 
the Creature, nor thy Comfort therein, ſeparate 
from Chriſt , but let Him, thy Beloved, that 
Maſs, that Bundle of SWEETNESS, engroſs thy 
whole Heart ! So ſhalt thou be ſatisfy'd as with 
Marrow and Faineſs ; and not overmuch lifted 
up with ſmiling, nor cf down with fone ag | 
Providences, 

And remember, When thou haſt a joyf ul Day, 
a Night of Sorrow may quickly ſucceed it. And 
when it's Night with thee, that a Morning 7 
Joy will ſhortly appear. When thou mourneſt, 
et it not be as one without Hope: For God © 
will belp thee, right early, And when thou re- 


Joyeeſt, 


1 


Joyceſt, let it be with Trembling: leſt thin on 
ſhouldſt \ rejeyee in any Thing below thy GOD, 1 
rob bim of his Glory, antt'provoke him to grieve Q 
| thee, For ſuch is his Fealouſy for bis own Glory, de 
and thy Happineſs, that be keeps a ftrift Eye over ih 
thy Heart, leſt it ſteal out from Him, to any other ed 
Objef?, And if it does, from his Love, bell re- ih 
claim thee by a Rod, and perhaps a ſharp one too, 7 
in his fatherly Diſpleaſure. Watch thy Heart Y 
bberefore, and pray, and labour, that thou mayſt b 
wh ſerve the Logp with Fear, with filial Reve- 1 
| rence, .as a dear, an obedient Child. And when l 
and where thou faileſt, waſh by Faith in the i 
Blood of Chriſt, that Fountain ſet open for Sin, 
and for Uncleanne/s. ' Confeſs thy Tranſgreſſion 7 
unto the LorD, and be, as thy Father, will for- 
give the Iniquity of ty Sin. Thus walk before 
thy God continually , Irving upon Him as thy 
ALL, and unto Him as thy Ex p. Delighting 
in his. All-Sufficiency, and revering his Authori- 
ty: Tn-both which, let Him be Thy God. And 
thus wall on with him, thro Light and Dark- 
neſs, Day and Night, until that Day comes on, 
when thy Sun ſhall no more go down, Until 
thou art got out of the Reach of Sin and Satan, 
and beyond all Danger of God's fatherly Anger, 
into Immanuel's Land of Love and Life: 
Where the Lox D will be thine everlaſting Light: 
And the Days of thy Mourning ſhall be ended! 
Lord Jeſus, ſay Amen! So ſhall it be! 
Oc. 29, 1741. As 1 was ſeeking the Lord, 
that he would open a Way for my farther Ce- 
SS /#/n/5, in other of my Books'; It dropt ſweetly 
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on my Mind, © That Chriſt had prevailed. to 
« open the Book, and to looſe the ſevenSeals.”* 
Quickly after, I read Rev. v. and was much 
delighted with Ver. 5, 6, 7.—Behold the Lion of 
the Tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevail- 
2d to open the Book, and to looſe the ſeven Seals 
thereof. And 1 beheld, and lo, in the Midſs of the 
Throne, and of the four Beaſts, and in the Midſe 
of the Elders ſtood a Lamb, as it had been ſlain, 
having ſeven Horns, and ſeven Eyes, which are 
the ſeven Spirits of God ſent forth into all the 
Earth. And he came and took the Book out of 
the Right Hand of him that ſat upon the Throne. 
The Comfort J received from it for myſelf, 
This : ** That my deareſt Jeſus, as King upon 
« the Throne, had prevailed in the Virtue of 
* his Blood, as the Lamb once ſlain, to take 
the Book of his Father's Decrees; to take 
up all the Grace, written for me therein. 
* And to looſe the ſeven Seals; that he had an 
* abſolute Power given him over all Creatures 
* and Things, unto all the Ends of Grace: 
* Or to remove in Providence, all the Lets 

which impede and obſcure purpoſed Grace.“ 

And the Perfection of his Wiſdom and Pater 
to accompliſh all God's Dęſigns, much de- 
lighted my Soul. While I view'd him as the 
Lamb in the midſt of the Throne, having ſeven - 
Horns, and ſeven Eyes, the ſeven Spirits of Cod 
(che Holy Ghoſt in his ſeven-fold Operations, 
to be) ſent forth into all the Earth, And in the 
Faith hereof, I pray'd him To look on the 
* Book, and to work for me on Earth, ac- 
* cording 
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« cording to what was written for me in 
% Heaven, To make viſible in his gracious 
Providence, the ſecret Purpoſes of Grace, 
% recorded in that Book which he had pre. 
&« yailed to take out of the Father's Hand. 


O my Soul, wait thou upon thy all-wiſe and all. 
powerful Lord, to open for Thee the ſeven. 
ſealed Book! And remember, whatever Inſtru- 


ments be may pleaſe to uſe in this Work, that 
it is Himſelf is the great Agent: who once yd 


For thee on the Croſs, and now lives for thee on 
the Throne! Wait to ſee the Wonders of his 


Love, and to give bim all the Glory! 

O. 31. Upon ſome Stirrings of Sin in my 
Soul, 1 was much oppreſſed in Spirit, with my 
Helliſh Baſeneſs, and Unkindneſs to my Lord; 
and ſome Degree of Fear leſt my Sins ſhould 
ſeparate me from Communion with him in 
Love, and oblige him to caſt me off, as to 
Service, My Heart was ready to break, | 
knew not what to do, but 1 fell down be- 
fore him, and as I could, bewail'd my Wretch- 
edneſs, confeſs d I was a Sinner, a chief Sin- 
ner, that I deſerv'd to be caſt away, yea, into 
the hotteſt Hell; that there was no Help for 
me but in Himſelf, the mighty Saviovus ; that 
I Fed to his Croſs, and hung upon him for all 
Salvation. I told him, 1 was grieved, and 
«* pained at Heart for my Baſeneſs to him; 


„ and I caſt myſelf at his Feet.“ But ſtill my 


Preſſure remained. Until it was ſuggeſted 
to me, © That the greater Sinner | was, and 
the greater my Inizuities were, the more! 
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« ſhould honour Chriſt, as the great Saviour, 
« jf | believed on him for my Salvation. 

Upon this, being ſomewhat rais'd in Spirit, 
and enlarg'd with Defire to glorify bim, I fell 
down before him again, and confeß'd my Vile- 
neſs : © That I was the vileſt Sinner that ever 
« came to him; but that for his Honour as 
« the great SAVIOUR, I believed on Him for 
« all Salvation. And this I did with a 
Sort of holy Pleaſure. Not at my Vileneſs; 
no, that was my exceeding Grief. But that here- 
by, the Glory of the Saviour would be the more 
advanced, by my believing on him for Salva- 
tion, and by his ſaving of me to the Utter- 
moſt, But Hill my Burden was not wholly 
gone. The Weight of Sin made my Heart 
fink within me, altho' I knew. the Rock was 
beneath me. Oh my Ingratitude and Unkind- 
nels to my loving Lord, preſſed my Soul down, 
And a Crowd ſeem'd to ſtand in my Way to 
oppoſe my coming to him, and forbid my in- 
treating his Favour : ſuggeſting, ** That he 
* would not, or could not love me, or at leaſt, 
* that it was not meet for him ſo to do.“ But 
that Word dropt on my Mind, The Kingdom 
of Heaven ſuffereth Violence, and the Violent 
take it by Force, Matt. xi. 12. 

Upon which I fell down before the Lord a- 
gan, and told him, “ I was a leprous Sinner, 
Full of Leproſy, overſpread with the Plague 
2 of Sin, trom the Head even to the Foot; and 
pray'd him as the great High-Prieſt over ihe 
* Houſe of God, in the Virtue of his great Sa- 

C  crifice, 
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cc criſice, to pronounce, to make me eltan 
“from Sin in its Guilt, Filth and Power, | 
«© pray'd him to love me, to make me like Bin, 
« and to let me ſerve him, I claſpt about him, 
'« and ſaid, I will not let thee go” 
Soon after, this Word came in, If Heaven 


above can be meaſur'd, and the Foundations of 


z#he Earth ſearched out beneath, I will alſo caf 
off the Seed of Iſrael for all that they have done, 
faith the LoRp, Fer. xxxi. 37. The infinite 
Grace of it comforted me. But Oh, all that! 
had done againſt my gracious Lord, pierc'd me 
to the Soul, Then this Word was apply'd 
ſweetly, Be it unto Thee, even as thou wilt, 
Matt. xv, 28, By which the Lord granted 
my Requeſts, and I was enabled to believe 
that he would love me, vile me, make me 
like him, and let me ſerve him. Which gave 
me ſweet, ſolid Soul. Reſt. But ſtill my Bur. 
den was not uite taken off. There was ſome- 
thing between me and my Lord. (Perhaps 
ſome Degree of ſecret Suſpicion, that he could 
not delight in ſuch an unlovely Creature) Then 
he ſaid, Thou haſt raviſn'd my Heart, ny 
Sifter, my Spouſe, with one of thine Eyes, with 
one Chain of thy Neck, Song iv. 9. By thi 
he ſhed abroad his Love abundantly in my Soul, 
he pour d it into my Heart, he told me, that 
he lov'd me, that he delighted in me as his 


into Tears of Love, Joy and Praiſe: I ador'd 


his Grace; and pray*d him to let a black _ 
gat | | l 


Then 1 fell down before him; was melted | 
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kiſs bis Feet. Now my Joy was full. I had 
found my Lord, and his Love, which was 
better to me than Wine! Better than Life! 
Then that Word dropt ſweetly on my Heart, 
Tuou art more glorious and excellent than 
the Mountains of Prey, Plal. Ixxvi. 4. Be- 
fore this, that Word had been a ſweet Sup: 
port to me, The Lame zake the Prey, Ita, 
Xxxili. 23. And now my dear Lord had 
opened his Heart to me, and told me Him- 
felf was mine in Love; and my Joy was full : 
Oh how precious, how exceeding precious 
was CHRIST to me! I told him, „That 1 
* lov'd Himſelf more than all his Gifts ; that 
« if it was poſſible for me to enjoy the Fa- 
% vours my Soul defir'd, as to the external 
Part of them, without Himſelf, his Heart, 
e his Love, 1 could not be ſatisfy'd, That 
„ Himſelf was my ALL, and himſelf in hem, 
* in the Royal Grants he had made me, 
* made them precious to my Soul.” Oh how 
ſweet was Chriſt and his Love to me! How 
did my Soul delight in, and cleave unto Him 
in Love! I hated Sin intenſely, and pray'd 
againſt it moſt earneſtly. Remember, O my 
Soul, the Loving-Kindneſs of the Lok p to Thee ! 
Watch againſt Sin, and labour to walk wor- 
thy of his infinite Love 

Nov. 12, 1741. As I was ſeeking the Lord, 
that Word dropt upon my Heart, Then was 1 
in bis Eyes as one that found Favour, Song 
VI. 10. In which I heard an encouraging 
Sound of Free-Grace, That J ſhould find 


C 2 Favour 
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Favour with the Lord, with regard to Uſe. 
fulneſs. And a ſweet Remembrance of that 
wonderful Favour which I found with my 
. dear Lord Feſus in Time paſt, was brought to 
my Mind. When under a ſpecial Providence, 
he admitted me into Boſom-Communion with 
him in Sion, in anſwer to my Deſires and 
Prayers, in ſuch a Manner that I was abundant- 
ly fatisfy'd with his Goodneſs, and took up 
my Reſt in his Favour, as in the Midſt of De. 
lights. And I was drawn out to intreat I 
might find the ſame Favour with him, as to 
Uſefulneſs. I had a deep Senſe of my own Un- 
worthineſs, and I told my dear Lord, That 
« I was very thirſty and needy, but came unto 
« Him in the Faith of his Grace, as being 
% full of Grace, a Well of Life, infinitely 
© enough to ſatisfy all my Deſires; that I 
* pleaded nothing but Grace, and intreated 
him not to ſend a Sinner away empty. I was 
pained with Deſire after Chriſt and his Love, 
after Himſelf in Love, I wanted his Heart's 
Delight to be in me, and his boundleſs Favour 
to flow out upon me, in making me fruitful 
and 4ſ ful. And tho' I was ſuch a black, un. 
lovely Sinner, yet ſince he had /ov'd me, and 
dy'd for me, I pleaded the Strengib, the So- 
vereigniy of his Love, who can command his 
Loving Kindneſs, and be gracious to whom 
he will. I caſt myſelf at his Feet, as Kuth 
at the Feet of Boaz, and intreated him to 
ſpread his Skirt over me; and found ſweet Li- 


bert 
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berty to move him to it with bis: That 
he was my Kinſman, my near, my neareſt Kinſ- 
man, That in his infinite Grace, he had made 
Himſelf of Kin to me, tho' a poor Stranger, 
that he had took my Nature, dy'd for me, 
and betroth'd me to Himſelf: And therefore 
I pray'd him to do the Kinſman's Part, to 
ſpread his Skirt over me, and ſatisfy me 
with all that Favour which my Soul long'd 
for, | i 

And theſe Words were ſweet to me: 
Your Heart ſhall live that ſeek GOD, Pal. 
Izxix, 32. I ſaw, there was Grace enough for 
me in God in my Saviour, and that in any other, 
there could not be enough. And I had a 
ſweet Perſuaſion, that my Heart ſhould Jive, 
in ſeeking Him; that he would flow out upon 
me as a Well of living Water, to my full 
Supply. This likewiſe delighted me, J, 
even I am he that comforteth you, Iſa. li. 12. 
Oh thought I, There's none but He has 
Grace enough to do it!' This Word alſo was 
brought, The LoR D thy God in the Midſt of 
thee is Mighty ; he will ſave, he will rejoyce 
over thee with Joy: he will reſt in his Love, be 
will joy over thee with Singing, Zeph. ii, 17. 
Precious was this to my Soul. But ſome De- 
gree of Fear I found, leſt I ſhould not be fo 
highly favour'd. From which that Word de- 
liver'd me, Be not faithleſs, but believing, 
Jobn xx. 27, Then I took in the Grace of 
the other ſweetly, and believed, That the 
Lorp my God, my dear Lord Jeſus, my royal 

C 3 Bride- 
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Bridegroom, had lov'd and choſen me; that 
he was in the midft of me, that he dwelt in 
me as in his Palace. That in his mighty 
Love and Power he would work for me. Yea, 
that J was his Heart's Delight ; that he would 
rejoice over me with Foy and Singing, and 
complacently reſt in his Love, Likewile, this 
was ſweet to me, The LoR D God will mate 
my Feet like Hind's Feet, Hab. iii. 19. I was 
perſuaded, I ſhould leap over Difficulties, 
and walk upon my high Places in his Service, 
This Word alſo was precious to me, Thou 
Halt be called Hephzibah, —and thy Land ſball 
be married, Iſa. ix. 4. Hence I ſaw, That 
I ſhould be the Lory's Delight, that J 
ihould be married to him, appear to be ſo, 
under bright Diſplays of his infinite Favour, 
as my Royal Bridegroom. Oh this Grace fill'd 


me with Wonder and Adoration, that I ſhould 


be the Lox D's Delight, and find ſuch Favour 
with him, who had deſerv'd to be an Object 
of his Wrath forever! Sweetly it melted my 
Soul, humbled me for my Vileneſs, and made 
me long after Holineſs. Bleſs the Lorp, 0 


my Soul] Believe thy Bridegroom's Grace: and 


wait for the Time when thou ſhalt be in his Eyes, 
as one that has found Favour. 

Nov. 16, 1741. As I was writing my Let- 
ter to the Saints, on the Duty of Love; this 
was much impreſt upon my Mind: | 

« That it would riſe up in Judgment againſt 
« me and condemn me; by Reaſon of my 


« little Love to them: And therefore I had 
ce better 


Gracious Dealings of GOD, &c. 5 5 
« better deſiſt, and ſay nothing about it.” 
But I was enabled to anſwer the Tempter 
thus : 

« If hereby I can ſerve Chriſt and the Saints, I 
« am willing to be condemn'd. 1 ſhall not be con- 
« demned as to my Perſon, and if I ſhould be 
« as to my Actions, yet if the Glory of Chriſt 
may be hereby the more advanced, and the 
„ Saints reap any Advantage, I will write it 
„ notwithſtanding, I write it as a Rule to 
« myſelf, as well as others. And as to teach 
« others, and not do the ſame Things myſelf, 
« is an aggravated Sin; ſo ] defire to watch, 
and that hereby I may be the more quickned 
eto the Obedience of Love. And beſides, it 
« is the Will of my Lord, that I ſhould write 
„it; and Neceſſity is laid upon me ſo to 
6 do.“ | 

And that Word was much upon my Mind, 
Neceſſity is laid upon me ; yea, Wo is unto me 
if I preach not the Goſpel, 1 Cor. ix. 16. I ſaw 
trom hence, That as the Apoſtle Paul, was laid 
under a Neceſſity to preach the Goſpel, and Yo 
would have been unto him if he had not done 
it. So Neceſſity was laid upon me to write this 
Letter. As the Lord had reveal'd his Mind 10 
me, that I ſhould do it, anſwer'd all my O54- 
Jeftions againſt it, and ſweetly drew. my Soul 
into a Reſolution to engage therein, by many 
Texts of Scripture ſome Time before. So that 
I was perſuaded, That tho? I was as mean as a 
Barley-Cake, (by which Gideon was repreſented) 
C 4 yet 


© 


. —— , r ee LE EL ISED — — 


55 A Brief Account of the 


yet that tumbling into the Hoſt of the Lord's 
Enemies, I ſhould ſinite them, and do ſome 
Service for him, and his dear Children by this 
Performance. And as my Heart had been 
ſweetly melted under the infinite, condeſcending 
Grace of Chriſt, in telling me, ** That he had 
Need of me for this Work: upon which I had 
. laid to him, Then, Lord Jeſus, take me, O 
* Prince of Grace! Take me thy poor Colt, 
e the Foal of an Aſs, and ride forth in the 
« Majeſty of thy Love as the King of Sion, 
bringing Salvation to thy People, by the 
* meaneſt and moſt deſpicable of all Thine; 
„ and Thou ſhalt have all the Glory!“ And as J 
had ſaid thus to Chriſt; I could not go back; 
but thought myſelf under a Necęſſity to go on 
with my Work in writing this Letter; and that 
Vo would be unto me if I did not. 

And that Word alſo comforted, melted and 
encouraged my Heart to proceed herein, 4s 4 
Father pitieth bis Children; So the Lord pi- 
lieth them that fear him, Pla. ciii. 13. From 
whence I ſaw, That tho' was a poor, weak, 
imperfect Creature in Love, yet in as much as 
I deſir'd to ſerve my Father herein, and to en- 
courage his dear Children ſo to do; he would 
not deal with me in the Wrath of a ter- 
rible Fudge, but have Compaſſion on me in 
the Bowels of a Father. And this Word alſo 
was ſweet to me, For he that in theſe Things 
ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, Rom. xiv. 
17, I was hence perſuaded, That the Wor 
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I had begun, was a Piece of Service for my 
Dear Lord, and acceptable to God my Father, 
And hence was ſtrengthned to proceed in it. 
Oh my Soul, Watch thou in all things, that thou 
doeſt not act contrary to that Duty of Love which 
the Lord hath taught thee, and enabled thee to 
point out to others] 

As ſoon as I began to write as above, This 
was darted in upon me: 

« You are a Tell Tale — To which I anſwer : 

© Satan, I am Chriſt's: I will be for Him; 
« and tell of his Love and Grace, and of hy 
Devices to hinder his Service, and the riſing 
“ Glory of his Kingdom.“ 

Nov. 20, 1741. As I was beginning to 
tranſcribe my Letter, Hints of the Glory of 
Chriſt : &c, This was much impreſt upon my 
Mind : 5 

* That my Labour would be in vain: 
„That I was labouring in the Fire for very 
Vanity. That the Lord did not love me, nor 
* chuſe me for this Work. As I might /ee, in 
as much as it had not yet been of Uſe to the 
* Perſon for whom I immediately wrote it. 
And that therefore I had better deſiſt. To 
which I anſwer'd: 

* Tho' it hath not as yet been of Uſe to 
him ; perhaps it may be, And as the Lord 
call F me to write it at firſt, if it ſhould 
not be of Uſe to him, perhaps it may to 
** fome others, God may croſs Hands; and 
lay his Hand of Bleſſing hereby, upon 
ſome that were not in | my Thoughts, As he 

5 has 
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„ has done in other Inſtances : ; and therefore 
« T1! write it again. T'll take it for my Lord; 
and let Him do what he pleaſeth with it.” 
In the Evening, My Soul was much drawn 
out to ſeek the Lord, That he would make 
« me uſeful, and bring out the Letter I had 
begun to tranſcribe, and my other Books,” 
As one deſtitute of all Creature-Help, I cried 
unto him in the Faith of his infinite All-Sufi- 
ciency, ** That HE would bring Salvation to 
« me by his own Almighty Arm. That He 


de that made all Things by a Word of his 


« Mouth, would ſpeak the Word, and there. 
„ by give me the Deſires of my Heart.” And 


believing his infinite Grace, I caſt all my Wants 


upon him, Myſelf and all my Concerns at his 
Feet, to be dealt with according to his Sove- 
reign Grace, as ſhould be moſt for its own Glory, 
And I had a ſweet Perſua/iou, That the Prince 
of Grace, would not, could not, ſend me away 
empty. 

And in the Night, theſe Words dropt ſweet- 
ly on my Mind, And J appeared unto Abraham, 
ant Iſaac, and unta Jacob, by the Name of God 
Almighty, but by my Name Jenovan, was 1 
not known unto them, Exod. vi. 3. And the 
Angel of the Lok appeared unto him in a Flame 
of Fire, out of the midſt of a Buſh : and behold the 
Buſh burned with Fire, and the Buſh was not 
conſumed. — And the Lox p ſaid, 1 have ſur 
ſeen the #ffiition of my People which are in 
Egypt, and have heard their Cry, by reaſon of 


heir. T ajii- 17, ers: for I know their —_ 
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Aud I am comg down to deliver them, — Come 
now therefore, and I will ſend Thee unto Pha- 
roah, that thou mayſt bring forth my People the 
Children of Iſrael out of Egypt, Chap. uw. 2,— 


7, 8,—10, Therefore behold, I will allure ber, 
and bring her into the Wilderneſs, and ſpeak 


comfortably unto ber. And I will give her 


ber Vineyards from thence, and the Valley of A- 


chor for @a Door of Hope, Hol. ii. 14, 15. 
And, when the Time of the Promiſe drew nigh, 
—Moſes was born, Acts vii. 17,20, From 
whence I was taught, 

I. That it is God's uſual Way, when he de- 
ſigns Mercies for his People, and 1s pleas'd ro 
make Promiſes thereof, To appear unto them 
by the Name of God Almighty, in his own Al- 
mightineſs, his All- ſufficiency to fugſil his Pro- 
miſe; to encourage their Faith and Truſt 
in him. 


II. That between God's making and fulfil- 


ling of his Promiſe, between his People's truſt- 


ing in him for, and enjoying of promis'd Mer- 
cies; there are often very great Deaths pals 
over them: As there did upon thoſe Pro- 


miſes made unto the Seed of Abraham, when 


they were in Egypt. 

III. That when the t beople are 
brought into the Wilderneſs, into Affliction, it 
is Hz that brings them there, He doth not 
feng, but bring them, allure them intg the 
Wilderneſs. When he putteth forth his own 
Sheep, he goeth before them, and they follow 

C 6 Him; 


| 
8 
| 
| 
{ 
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Him; becauſe they know his ſweet, alluring 
Voice. Ss Fe” | 
IV. That when God's People are in the 


Wilderneſs, Himſelf is with them there, He 


doth not leave nor forſake them, but dwells in 
the Midſt of the Buſh, when it is all on Fire, 


to keep it from being conſumed. 


V. That the Lord will do his People good 
by Miction; he will ſpeak comfortably to them 
in it, and give them Advantage by it: He will 
give them their Vineyards from a barren Wil- 
derneſs while they are in it, and the Valle of 
Achor, of Trouble, for a Door of Hope out 
of it, 

VI. That all the Afflictions of God's Peo- 
ple while in the Wilderneſs, are well known to 
him, and taken Notice of by him: He knows 
their Sorrows, and hears their Groanings. 

VII. That as certainly as the Lord appears 
to his People by the Name of God Almighty, 
to encourage their Faith and Hope in his 
Promiſe; ſo ſurely will he be known unto 
them, when the Time of the Promiſe comes 


on, by his Name Jenovan, as a Covenant- 


keeping, Promiſe-fulplliing Gop, As the great 
I AM, that is unchangeably the /ame, of one 
Mind, and infinitely ſtrong in performing what 
he hath ſpoken, And, | 

VIII. That when the Time of the Promiſe 
draws nigh, God is never at a Loſs for Inſtru- 
ments, for Ways and Means to fulfil his Word. 


He will raiſe up ſome Moſes or other, and 


ſay 
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ſay unto him, Come now, and 1 will ſend Thee 
to my People, to bring them out of their pre- 
ſent Miſery and Confinement, unto that 
Glory and Enlargement which I have pro- 
mis'd them. me | 
| From all theſe Things I was inſtructed and 
comforted, enabled to hope in God, and 
wait for him, for promis'd and defir'd Uſefut- 
neſs, And in the general, I was helpt to re- 
joyce in the Lord, and to be fearleſs of Tribula- 
tion; ſince the God of my Salvation would 
be with me in it, and deliver me from it. Bleſs 
the LORD, O my Soul, for his Goodneſs in pre- 
paring thee for Trials] And if be brings thee in- 
to the Valley of the Shadow of Death , Fear no 
Evil, fince He is with thee, and will bring thee 
thence, into the Light of Life. „„ 
Dec. 6, 1741. My Soul was much drawn 
out in the Morning, in ſeeking the Lord, 
* That he would have Mercy on me, with 
* reſpect to Uſefulneſs.” And immediately 
I receiv'd a Letter from a Friend that gave 
me a delightful Account, That the Lord had 
made me of Uſe to comfort and ftrengthen 
bis Soul, I receiv'd it as an Anſwer of Prayer 
and ſaw how particularly the Lord had anſwer'd 
ſome of my Cries. My Heart was melted, 
humbled, and fill'd with Joy and Wonder, I 
fell down before the Lord, lov'd, ador'd, and 
prais'd him as I could. Glory be to bis Name 
for this Mercy! | 
In the Evening I lov'd and bleſs'd the Lord 
again, for the Mercy receiv'd; and pray'd him 
to 
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Yo let me /orve him more abundantly, 1 long' d, 


I Winged, and was ready to faint to ſerve 


him. 1 had a very great Senſe of my own 
Sinfulneſs, and Unworthineſs of the Mercy; 
and I intreated my dear Lord Jeſus, That he 
could not be angry, that ſuch a vile Sinner, 


& aſked ſuch an Abundance of Grace!“ I told 


him, That if his Grace was not finite, I 
© could not, durſt not aſk. But ſince it was 
< hounaleſs, without Limits, and I ſo very 
© thirſty and needy ; I pray'd him not to fend 
= me away empty.” And inſtantly that Word 


came in, with a Soul fatisfying Sweetneſs, Thou 


alt be filled, Matt. v. 6. Thou, notwithſtand- 
ing thy Vileneſs, thy great Wants, and vaſt 
Deſires, ſhalt be Filled, I took it as my 
Lord's Bond: Believ'd his Grace, that I ſhould 
be fatisfy'd with his Goodneſs ; and ſweetly en- 
ell mes N ũ . | 

In the Night Seaſon, I was very thirty again, 
and long d exceedingly to ſerve my dear Lord 


Feſus, in feeding bis Sheep and Lambs, Upon 


which a Queſtion was ſtarted in my Soul: 
Thu art ſo exceedingly deſirous to ferve the 
* Lord; What hait thou to ſerve him with? 
dee, What haſt thou got? What canſt thou 
& do for him?” At this I was ſomewhat 

abaſbed. | 1 
But the Loaves and Fiſbes came into my 
Mind; when the Lord had Compaſſion on 
the Multitude, deſign'd to feed them, and 
ſaid to his Diſciples, How many Loaves have 
ye? Bring them hither unto me, Mark 4s 38. 
all, 
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Matt. xiv. 18. The Diſciples were for ſend- 
ing the Multitude away, knowing they had 

but five Loaves and two Fiſhes : Nothing, in 
| Compariſon, to feed them. But our Lord 
bleft, and brake, gave them to the Diſciples, 
and the Diſciples to the Multitude; and 

did all eat and were filled; fue Thouſand Men, 
befide Women and Children, and twelve Baſteis 
full of Fragments were taken up. This was a 
great Encouragement to my Faith. I thought, 
©] had three Books, (my laſt Three, which 
came out together, my Mind was upon) and 
* tho” I had but Three; yet the Lord Jeſus 
© could feed three Thouſand thereby, if I brought 
* them-unto Him.“ The Woman alſo that had the 
bloody Iſſue that touch'd the Hem of our Lord's 
Garment for healing; upon which he ſaid, 
Virtue is gone out of me, Luke viii. 46. dropt 
upon my Mind, and I was much encourag'd : 


from hence, That if, I preſt thro* the Crowd, N 


and fouch'd the Hem of my Lord's Garment, 
Virtue ſhould come out of him. Which I was 
enabled to do, I came to Chriſt with my three 
Books, and laid hold by Faith, on his compleat 
Righteouſneſs, for free Forgiveneſs, and full 
Juſtification, for Bleſſings, even the Bleffing 
of Abraham, to come down upon- me, parti- 
cularly that Part of it: Thou ſhalt be a Bleſ- 


fing. I believed on my dear Lord Feſus, for |RMI 


a Bleſing to come down upon me, and my 
poor Books, for the feeding of Thouſands ; that I 
by them, might be a Bleſſing to Thouſands of 

e 
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his Children. Then theſe Words came in: 


And he that ſat upon the Throne, ſaid, —lt i; 
done, Rev. xxi. 5, 6, They entered my 
Heart, in the Majeſty and Glory of Goy, 


as a Royal Grant from the Prince of Grace 


on his Throne, of that great Requeſt, which I, 


a vile Sinner, had aſked ; and abundantly . 


tisfy'd my Soul. Now I had enough. From 
this, and the other Promiſe in the Evening, 
(Thou ſhalt be filled: And, It is done!) my 
Deſires were ſweetly /azisfy'd. Oh, my Lord, 


herein and hereby, /pake like Himſelf ! J knew 


his Voice, ador'd his Grace, admir'd and be- 


liev'd his Word. 


But as I was not inſtantly melted into Tears 
of Joy, as at ſome Seaſons, I was tempted to 
queſtion whether 1t was the Lord, that ſpake to 
me. But I believ'd his Word; and had a 
humbling Senſe of my Hardneſs of Heart, and 
of his boundleſs Grace to ſuch a vile Wretch ! 
1 thought the God of all Grace, might well be 
ſaid to be Good and Kind, to the Evil and Un- 
thankful. Not that I was altogether unthank- 


ful: My Soul lifted up itſelf with all the 


Strength it had, to thank and bleſs the 
Lord for his Kindneſs. But becauſe I was 


not ſo much melted, nor raiſed in Praiſe, as] 


would or ſhould, I had a deep Senſe of my 
Unthankfulneſs for ſuch great Grace. 

Then theſe Words came in, I will be mer- 
ciful to their Unrighteouſneſs, and their Sins and 


their Iniquities I will remember no more, Heb. 


X. I 2 
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x. 12, Then ſhall ye remember your own evil 
Mays, and your Doings which were not good, 
and fhall loath yourſelves in your own Sight, 
ben I am pacify'd towards thee for all that 
thou haſt done, EZek. xvi. 63. and xxxvi. 31. 
Theſe melted me into Tears. Then theſe came 
in: Bebold the Bridegroom cometh, Matt. xxv, 6. 
The Voice of my Beloved! behold, he cometh, 
leaping upon the Mountains, ſxipping upon the 
Hills, Song ii. 8. Oh, theſe melted my Soul 
down, and fill'd me with Wonder, Love and 
Joy. I was perſuaded, That my Lord was 
coming, and as a Bridegroom; that having 
lov'd and waſh'd me from my Sins in his 
own Blood, he came leaping over thoſe 
Mountains, and ſkipping upon the Hills in 
his mighty Love, to marry me to Himſelf, to 
hold Communion with me as his Bride. But 
Oh, how I bluſh'd at my own Blackneſs, ad- 
mir'd his Love, and ador' d his Grace to ſuch a 
vile Sinner! And greatly my Soul long'd, in 
all holy Converſation and Godlineſs, to go forth 
to meet the Bridegroom.—Bleſs the Lox D, O 
my Soul, for this Viſit; and wait to ſee which 
Way ihe Bridegroom cometh, what Speed be will 
make, and what great Things his great Love will 
do for thee! For verily there ſhall be a Per- 
formance of thoſe Things which bave been told 
thee from the Lord. 7 
Dec. 7. 1741. As ſoon as I roſe, that Word 
dropt ſweetly on my Heart, God having 
raiſed up his Son Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs you, 
in turning away every one of you from his Ini- 
quities, 
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guities, Acts iii. 26. It was firſt ſweetly ap- 
ply'd to my own Soul. I was taught from it, 


1. That the Grace or Kingdom of God in the 


Soul, conſiſted in turning it away from its Ini. 
quities. And, 2. That the Soul's Turn from 
Iniquity, was a Bleſing, God's Bleſſing to it 


thro' his Son Jeſus, the ſent Saviour, It was 


very ſweet to me, That God ſhould ſend his 
Son Feſus, to bleſs me, with the Forgrveneſs of 
Sins, and under pardoning Grace, with a fav- 
ing Turn from Sin unto God: In the Enjoy- 
ment, and Service of Whom, all Happineſs 


cConſiſteth.— And the Word bearing in upon 


my Mind with a more than ordinary Power; 
I thought, Surely there was ſomething extraor- 
dinary at Hand. And preſently my Thoughts 
were turn'd to others, thus: Who knows but 
God is about, even this Day, to bleſs ſome 
Souls in turning them from their Iniquities, 
thro* his Sent Son Jeſus, by me as an Inſtru- 
ment, in Something of mine, that is either 
wrote, or printed? | 

And this Impreſſion increas'd upon me: 
That So it was, And theſe Words came in, 
Thus ſhall it be done to the Man whom the King 
(the King of Grace and Glory, as it was ap- 
ply'd to me) delighteth to honour, Eſth. vi. 11. 
Since thou waſt precious in my Sight, thou haſt 


been honourable, and 1 have loved thee : therefore 


will T give Men for thee, and Reople for thy 
Life, Iſa. xliii. 4. (Give the Souls, for thy 
Life of Joy) Riſe, Peter; kill and eat, Acts 
x. 13. (By which, the Refreſhment "oe 
7 | ou 
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Soul ſhould have, in the Converſion of the 
Gentiles by his Miniſtry, was intended: And 
what I ſhould have in the Converſion of ſome 
Souls, was intimated to Me) Lo, this is our 
God, we have waited for Him, and He will 
ſave us : this is the LorD, we have waited for 
Him, wwe will be glad and rejoice in his Salva- 

tion, Iſa. xxv. q. 5 
Theſe humbled my Soul before the Lord, 
and adoring his Grace, I was for bewailing my 
own Wretchedneſs., But the Lord called me to 
Rejoyce, and to rejoyce with Him. And that 
Word dropt on my Mind, Sing unto the Loxp 
a new Song, for he hath done marvellous Things : 
bis Right Hand, and his Holy Arm hath gotten 
Him the Victory, Pſa. xcviii. 1. Then I at- 
tempted my Duty, ador'd and prais'd the 
Lord the King; and pray'd him, “ That if 
„he had this Day gotten himſelf the Victory 
in any Sinners Hearts, by fo vile a Worm 
that Himſelf would take all the Glory: 
That he would Ride on proſperouſly in the 
* Majeſty of his Grace; and enable me to 
* give him the Glory due to his Name.“ 1 
rejoyced in and with him, and prais'd him as 
could: And eſpecially rejoyced in the Proſ- 
pects of that Day, when I ſhould praiſe -him 
perfectly, and eternally, I ſung the xcviii Pſalm, 
the two laſt Verſes of the cxifi, and the cxlvi. 
under gracious Influences of the Holy Ghoſt: 
And an Heart-Melting Intimation, That I 
ſhould have a New Song put into my Mouth : 
Such an One, for the Converſion of Souls, 
| as 
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great and glorious Name for Ever. And let 


as I never had yet. That the Lord would make 
me, tho” a poor Barren Creature, to keep Houſe, 
and be a Joyful Mother of Children. That 
tho* poor and needy, he would thus lift me 
from the Duſt, and out of the Dunghil, to 


ſet me among the Princes of his People. And 


that I had the God of Jacob for my Help: 
Who made Heaven, . Earth and Sea; which 


keepeth Truth for ever: which executeth Fuds- 


ment for the Oppreſſed, which giveth Food 10 
the Hungry. And greatly I rejoyced, that the 
Lorn Looſeth the Priſoners, Openeth the Eyes 


| of the Blind, Raiſed them that are bowed down, 


Loveth the Righteous, ſaveib Strangers, Father- 
leſs and Widow : And ſhall Reign for Ever, as 
My, as Sion's God — Praiſe the Lok p, O ny 
Soul ! And remember this Day. Perhaps thou 


mayſt bear of God's Loving Kindneſs towards 


thee hereon, even in this World, But if not, 
expect it in that to come. And adoring thy Lord's 
Grace, walk humbly, and thankfully before him 
all the Days of thy Life, until thou ſhall praiſe 
him in the Heights. And let Sin be the abomt- 
nable Thing which thy Soul hateth, Remember 
what high Obligations, Boundleſs Love, has 


laid thee under] God hath not dealt with many, 


as he hath dealt with Thee ! Diſſolve, O my ſaved 
Soul, under the Heart Melting Influence of God's 
Love! Of that Love which has ſaved thee again 
and again: ſav'd thee in various Mays; and 
ſav' d thee from ſuch Depihs of Miſery, to ſuch 
Heights of Glory! Praiſed be the LoRDs 


the 


— pA os gw — 1 — 5 Ga ww rn — Oo — — — © — So — 


p< _ oo» 


Gracious Dealings of GO D, &c. 69 


ſbe whole Earth be filled with his Glory! Amen, 
and Amen!“ | 
Dec. 10, 1741. This Morning, ſoon after I 
awak*d, I had a painful Feeling of the Working of 
Sin in my Soul, an humbling Senſe of the God- 
provoking Nature thereof, and a delightfulVzew 
of Gop's boundleſs Love, thro' a crucity'd J Esus, 
in its infinite Overflowings and glorious Triumpbs 


over 


* The Reader is deſir'd to take Notice, that the 
Account given in the laſt Paragraph, I took down 
as Matter of Experience, for a Memorandum of that 
Day, not knowing but in this World, I might hear 
of the Lord's Goodneſs, in converting ſome Soul, by 
ſomething I had written, even on that very Day. — 
But as I han't yet heard of this, I was in doubt about 


inſerting it in this Third Part of my Printed Ac- 
count; leſt any ſhould think I pretended to a Spirit of 


Prophecy, or immediate and infallible Inſpiration. 


And yet I was loth to omit it; not knowing but its 


Publication, might be the Means of my hearing of 
the Lord's Appearance on that Day; if this little 
Piece ſhould fall into the Hands of any Perſon that the 
Lord hath wrought upon by any of my poor Writings 
at that Time, who might be thence induced, for the 
Glory of God and my Joy, to acquaint me therewith. 


—And as one of the Children which God hath given 


me by what he hath enabled me to write, informs me 
upon my Enquiry, that her firſt being bro't to venture 
upon Chriſt for Salvation was about that Time, tho 
dhe can't tell the Day preciſely ; I think it beſt to 
infert her Account : As from thence it ſeems probable 
to me that her Converſion might be on that very Day, 


tho* She can't exactly remember it, She writes thus: 


As to what you deſire me to tell you, when I 
was 
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TO A Brief Account of the 
over all my Sins. Quickly after, this Word came 
into my Mind, hereby are given unto us exceed. 
ing great and precious Promiſes ; that by theſ 
you might be Partakers of the Divine Nature, 
2 Pet. i. 4. It was ſweet to my Soul; tho? | 
thought 1 underſtood bur little of the Grace of 
it. But thus much I conceiv'd of it. That 
by the exceeding great and precious Promiſes 
of God to his People, and eſpecially That, J 
will be to them a God: They were made Par- 
takers of the Divine Nature, 1. In that they 
are made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, in that He, 
the Third Perſon in God, who is Gop by Na- 
ture, who hath all the Eſſential Glories of the 


| | Gadbead in him, Perſonally dwells in them. 2. 


In that, by the indwelling Preſence of the 


« was firſt enabled to believe, from reading of your 
„ Book of Letters, I cannot be exact to a Day. But 
4 J believe it was about that Time. At that Time! 
& was in Great Diſtreſs, as I had been for above a 
& Year: And often, in Reading, when I was ready to 
cc give all up, I then felt a Power to believe in Chriſt, 
& and caſt myſelf upon him as a periſhing Sinner: 
&© From what Encouragement you give to ſuch.” 


N. B. This Book of Letters, was my Firſt Vol. 


And one of thoſe Three Books that came out together : 
By which the Lord told me, that I ſhould take ſome 
Souls for Him, as a Prey, out of the Hands of Sin and 
Satan. And this Friend's being bro't to believe m 
Chriſt thereby, at a Time, as She ſaid in another 
Letter, when She tho't that there was no Mercy for 
her: May ſerve as a Confirmation in Providence, 


that the Encouragemnt given me concerning theſe 


Books by the Promiſe, was indeed from the LORD. 
| OT, Spirit 
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Fpirit in the Saints, the Gop of all Grace and 
Glory, dwells in Them: or, That the Father 
and the Son, dwell in the Saints by the Spirit, 
and manifeſt the Glories of the Godbead in their 
Souls, And g. In that, while the Three-One 
Gop dwell in the Saints, and diſplay the Glo- 
ries of the Divine Nature in their Souls by the 
Spirit, They are changed into the ſame Image: Or, 
have the moral, communicable Perfections of 
God, ſtampt upon their Souls. Which gives 
them a begun Fitneſs to enjoy and glorify God, 
or to live delightfully, and obedientially, un- 
der the rich, repleniſhing Influence, the ſweet, 
enkindling Beams of Divine Glory : of all the 
boundleſs Perfections and infinite Glories of 
the Godbead, caſting their Rays thro' Chrif 
upon the Saints, in Grace and Providence, all 
manner of Ways. This in general I appre- 
hended by the Saints being ſaid to be made 
Partakers of the Divine Nature. And that 
they might particularly be ſaid to be Partakers 
hereof, in that, they, with Chriſt, in their 
Meaſure, partake of the ſame Spirit, with 
which He is immeaſureably filled: And as 
Heirs of Gop, and Joint-Heirs with CHRIST, 
have a joint Participation with Him, of this 
Glorious Ix HERITANCE. And therefore the 
Promiſes, the Grants, the Settlements of Grace, 
by which they are made Partakers of ſuch great, 
ſuch excellent Glory, muſt needs be exceeding 
Great and Precious! „ 
And by this word, hereby are given unto 
u—my Thoughts were led back to the pre- 
ceding 
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ceding Verſe. And I faw it related unto his 
Divine Power; and was to be underſtood 
Thus: That God by his Divine Power had 
given unto us exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes; that by theſe we might be Partaken 
of the Divine Nature. Upon which I wa 
ſomewhat at a Loſs to ſee, How the Promiſes 
were given by Divine Power. The Promiſe, 
thought I, are ſurely rather, The Gift of 
Divine Grace, than of Power.“ 

Quickly after, The Lord ſweetly ſhew'd 
me, That it was the Power of bis Grace, that 
was intended thereby. And that therefore, 
when he made known his Ways of Grace to 
Moſes, and made all his Goodneſs, in the 
Wonders of his Love, to paſs before him, he 
proclaim'd his Name, as The Lorp, the Logo 
God: JEHovan, IEHOVAH ELL : The Strong 
God: Merciful and Gracious, Long-ſuffering, 
and abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, Exod. 


*XXX1Vv, 6, &c. JEHoVAan, JEHOVAH be Strong 


Gop: This the Lord ſets frſt, before Merciful 
and Gracious, &c. To ſhew, That it is as the 
Strong Gop, from the infinite Strength, of the 
Love, Mercy and Grace of his own Nature, 


that all the Promiſes and Declarations of his 
Mercy and Grace, are made, and performed, 


to the moſt unworthy, miſerable and provok- 


ing Sinners, And ſo Moſes underſtood it. And 


therefore when pleading with God that he 
would pardon his ſinful, provoking People 
Ifrael, he puts him in Mind of his Power: 


And now, I beſeech thee, ſays he, let ihe — 
7 . 0 
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of my Lord be great, according as thou haſt 
polen, ſaying, The Lord is Long-Suffering, 
and of great Mercy, forgiving Iniquity, and 
Tranſgreſſion :—Pardon, I beſeech thee, the Ini. 
quity of this People, according to the Greatneſs of 
1% Mercy, —Num. xiv. 17, 18, 19. He pleads 
the Greatneſs of God's Power, that it might 
be extended, raanifeſted, ſhewn forth in the 
Greatneſs of his Pardoning Mercy: or, for 
great Pardon to be extended, according to the 
great Power of his . 
But Oh, how glad was J, to ſee the exceed- 
ing great and precious Promiſes of God, all 
given by his Divine- Power, the Infinite Power 
of his Grace, that ſo by Theſe, as thus given, 
I might be made a Partaker of the Divine 
Nature! Here I ſaw all the Promiſes ſtand ſe- 
cure, firm and ſtable, in the Infinite Strength 
of that Grace, which gave them. And what 
a firm Foundation was laid herein, for my 
Faith and Hope to reft on, and expect all Pro- 
mis'd Grace, and particularly with reſpect to 
my Uſefulneſs, notwithſtanding all my Un- 
worthineſs and Provocations : Since the Grace 
of the Promiſe, had the Infinite Strength 
of Jebovab in it; was given, and ſhould be 
performed, by the Infinite Strength of his Invin- 
cible, Irreſiſtible, and All-Conquering Grace! 
Oh This ſuited Me, ſuch: a wretched Sinner, 
well! How did it humble, and delight me, to 
ſee, That God could love whom he would, and 
be gracious to whom he would! Thar all his 
Love, Mercy, Long-ſuffering, and abundant 
D Goodneſs, 
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Goodneſs, had the Infinite Strength of the Go. 
HEAD in them. 1 1 
And as I faw I could underſtand but lith, 
what it was to be made 4 Partaker of the Dj. 
vine Nature; a Motion was made in my Soul, 
To aſk the Lord to give me an experimen- 
tal Knowledge thereof, a Taſte of it, a Fee. 
% ins Poſſeſſion of Himſelf.”* hich I did, 


And bleſſed be his Name, while 1 was ſpeak. | 


ing, He heard, | 

While I was adoring God, and the Infinite 
Strength of his Grace in the Promiſe, thro? his 
crucify*d Son; caſting Myſelf upon it, and 
pray ing to be dealt with according 0 it, and 
particularly with reſpect to U/efulne/s; and 
that J might have Himſelf his Love, his 
Heart therein: The Lord drew very near my 
Spirit, and ſaid. Thou haſt Mz. It is done. 
« Thus fhall it be done to the Man whom the 
« King delighteth to bonour. — But Oh, how | 
was humbled under my own Vileneſs, Bewail'd 
my Wretchedneſs, and ador'd his Grace, That 
not only granted my Requeſts, and honour d 
me, but delighted to honour Me, the vile of 
Sinners | I ſaw, That it was every Way like 
Himſelf,  Jenovan ELL, the Strong GoD, 
Merciful and Gracious! Oh how I bated Sin, 
and pray'd for its Deſtrufion! Long d to ice 
my God at Home, as He is, and to love and 
ſerve him perfettly! I ador'd bis Grace, and 
tho' I could not praiſe bim according to his 
excellent Greatneſs, I offered up a Mite, all my 


Soul could Five, in the Name of Feſus. And 
| I prayed 
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rayed him for his Sake, to be Gracious to 
1 Then this came in 7 he Father Himſel 
hbveth you. And under the ſweet Influence of 
his Love, I lov'd bim again, I hated Sin, and 
lothed myſelf becauſe of it. My Heart made 
a Noiſe within me as it were, becauſe of my 
Unkindneſs and baſe Ingratitude to the God of 
Love! And I pray'd him © To pardon and 
% ſubdue mine Iniquities, and to love me into 
* Likeneſs to him, and Fitneſs for his Service, 
and every Way diſplay his Grace towards 
« me, for the Glory of his otwn Name. Then 
he ſaid, Be ſtill : — I am thy Gov. By which 
he ſpoke to me all the Grace that 1 warſted, 
and laid me to Reft in his ton Boſom, Then 
that Word delighted me, He bringeth out their 
Hoſt by Number : He calleth them all by Names, 
by the Greatneſs of his Might, for that be is 
ſtrong in Power, not One 2 Iſa. xl. 26. 
| aw, That as he brought out the Stars by 
Number, called them all by Names, and kept 
them from failing in their Courſe, by the 
Greatneſs of his Might, as the God of Nature; 
ſo he bringeth out the Hoſt of his People, cal- 
leth them all by Names, and keeps them from 
failing in their Courſe, in that York, that 
pbere he has allotted them, by the Almighti- 
neſs of his Grace; and that Thus he would 
deal with Me. — Oh, What ſhall I render to 
the Loxp for all bis Benefits! My Soul, Truſt 
thou in the Lok b, and wait on Thy Gop con- 
tmually! Surely thou haſt nothing elſe to do, 
but, in all holy Obedience, to love and adore the 
0D D 2 Lia 
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| God of Love! Lt this be thy Life Below, ii) 
| that which is in part is done away, and ſwal 
it low'd up of perfect Love, and Endleſs Life 4. 
Wl bove! Lord Jeſus, ſay Amen. 
.. OZ. 18, 1742. Having ſought the Lord, 
I began to write, my Letter to the believing Ne. 
 groes : But it was ſuggeſted to my Mind: 
That the Lord had not ſent me about that 
% Work.” —Upon which, my Heart being 
much drawn out towards them, I ſought the 
Lord again : ** That if He had any Thing to 
„ ſend. to thoſe his Children by Me, He 
„ would ſignify his Mind, and give mea 
« Meſſage.” And the Lord was graciouſly 
pleaſed to ſay: Go, — and I will be with ih 
Mouth, Exod. iv. 12. And, The Companions 
hearken to thy Voice: cauſe Me to hear, (or as 
Mr Durham renders the Word, and as it was 
brought to me, cauſe Mz to be Heard) Song 
vili, 13. By which Words the Lord encou- 
rag*d me to engage in the Work, ſatrsfy'd me 
of his Preſence with me therein, and informed 
me what I ſhould ſay ; That Himſelf ſhould be 
the Subject of my Diſcourſe, that I ſhould cauſe 
Him to be Heard. And bleſſed be his Name, 
He carried me comfortably through it. 
But when I was got towards the Cloſe, my 
| Bowels yearn'd towards the poor Negroes that 
were yet in Unbelief ; and I knew not how to 
wind up, without ſaying ſomewhat to Then, 
But here again I was told: That I was not 
&« call'd to it, that it would be in vain to fa 


« any Thing, and that I had better lea 
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« them. quite out. — But that Word, in ſeek- 
ing the Lord, was fome Encouragement to 
me: That be that ploweth ſhould plow-in Hope, 
and that he that threſheth in Hope, ſhould be 
Partaker of his Hope, 1 Cor. ix, 10, Upon 
which I engaged in the Work. 
But not finding that Liberty therein which 
my Soul deſired, I was again tempted to leave 
that Part out of the Letter, Upon which I 
ſought the Lord again to know his Mind. 
And as in the former Part I was enlarged be- 
yond my Expectation, and much ftraitned in 
the latter; I brought the Y/bole before the 
Lord, and he d Him the Work: And aſk'd 
Him to tell me, If He would have me 
„ ſend it in VFriting, to thoſe few Perſons 
« which I had in my Eye when I firſt began, 
* or in Print, that it might be uſeful to others, 
« with them: And alſo, If He would have the 
e laſt Part left out, or the Mbole ſent.” — And 
while I bleſſed the Lord, for the Aſſiſtance of 
his Spirit, wherein I was enlarg'd, and hum- 
bled myſelf beſore Him, wherein I was 
ſtraitned: He was graciouſly pleas'd to accept 
the Whole, and particularly fatisfy'd me about 
that Part, whereof I was in Doubt. Theſe 
Words were apply'd with Power and Sweet- 
nels to my Soul: He that goeth forth and 
weepeth (by which the laſt Part was particu- 
larly glanc'd at) bearing precious Seed, ſhall 
doubtleſs come again rejoicing, bringing bis 
Sheaves with him. Pſal. cxxvi. 6. God hath 
choſen Things which are not, to bring to nought 
D 3 Things 
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Things which are: That no Fleſb ſhould glory in 
| his Preſence, 1 Cor. i. 28, 29. There is now 
like That, give it Mz, 1 Sam, xxi, 9.— 
This filled me with Wonder at infinite Conde. 
ſcenſion, that the great Gop, ſhould regard the 
weak Attempts of his feeble Worm to ſerve 
Him; and call for his own Word, wrapp'd 
as it were in my Weakneſs, as his choſen Sword, 
to be given into his Almighty Hand, to fight 
his Battles and gain his Victories. 
Then this Word came in: The Lord hath 
Need of him, Luke xix. 34. That is, of the 
pole of this my weak Service in Print, as it 
was then apply'd to we. Then follow'd, 


Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion; ſhout, O | 


Daughter of Feruſalem: Behold, thy Kin 
cometh unto thee : He is juſt, and having Sal. 
vation, lowly, and riding upon an Aſs, and 
upon a Colt the Foal of an Aß, Zech. ix, 9. 
Oh this abundant Grace, this Lowlineſs, this 
infinite Condeſcenſion of Zion's King, That he 
ſhould ſay, He had Need of my weak Service, 
and would Ride thereon in the Triumphs of 
his Love, bringing Salvation to his People! 
It melted me, Humbled me in the Duſt, and 
| raiſed me into Love, Joy, and Thankfulneſs. 

Then theſe Words came in, to raiſe my 
Wonder and Adoration, Vill God in very 
Deed dwell with Men on Earth ? behold Heaven, 
and the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain Thee; 
how much leſs this Houſe which I bave built? 
2 Chron. vi. 18, O Thou that inhabiteſt tht 
Praiſes of Iſrael, Pſal. xxii. 3.— Oh, * 
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[, * It was infinite Condeſcenſion in the great 
« [eHOVAH, to dwell in that magnificent Tem- 
ple which Solomon built; but how much 
more is it /o, that He ſhould dwell in my 
« feeble Praiſes! Will Gop in very Deed dwell 
© with Me, in my weak Praiſes, as in his 
* Houſe, diſplaying his Glories there.” Then 
my Heart was ſtruck with a delightful Senſe of 
the Love of God towards me herein; and ſweet- 
ly it was ſhed abroad in my Heart by the Holy 
Ghoſt, in that Word, And the LorD bad Re- 
ſpect unto Abel, and io his Offering, Gen. iv. 4. 
Oh, 1 ſaw, That Chriſt loved me; and that in 
Love to my Perſon, He accepted my Offering, 
my Service, my feeble Work! And much it 
affected my Soul, that my Dear Lord Jeſus 
ſhould thus acquaint me with his Grace ; and 
 frougly my Heart was attracted to love Him 
again, to Love Himſelf, and his Work, his 
People, &c. Tor his Sate. Then I wanted 
to know the Father's Mind concerning me, 
and my preſent Service ; and ſweetly bis Love 
flow'd in upon my Heart, from theſe Words: 
The Son can do nothing of Himſelf, but what 
He ſeeth the Father do, Joh. v. 19. And, The 
Father Himſelf loveth you, Chap. xvi. 27. 
And then the Love of the Spirit likewiſe, was 
let in upon my Soul, from Theſe Three are One, 
1 Joh. v. 7. Oh the Love of the Three-One 
Gop, which I then beheld! I ſaw, That the 
Father lov'd me in Chriſt, that Chriſt lov d me 
from the Father, and the Spirit from both. 
And that God in Chriſt was Well-pleaſed with 
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my Perſon, and accepted my Service! And 
that it was the Mind of the Three-One Gov, to 
be Gracious to me therein! Oh the ſweet, 
Soul ſatisfying, Heart-melting Fellowſhip, 
which J then had with God in Love ! My Soul 
was humbled before the Loxp, for all m 
Unkindneſs, Ingratitude, and baſe Selfiſnneſs; 
enlarg'd to praiſe and adore Him as the God 
of Glory, the God of all Grace in Chriſt ; and 
long'd to be at Home, that J might love, a. 
dore, and praiſe Him, perfectly and for ever! 
Oh ſurely, This was a Foretaſte of Heaven, an 
Earneſt of that Bliſs! Then theſe Words came 
in, in the Majeſty of IEHOVAH: The Gop of 
Glory thundreth, Pal, xxix. 3. He maketh 
Ligbinings with Rain, and bringeth forth the 
Wind out of bis Treaſures, Jer. x. 13, He 
Rood and meaſured the Earth: He beheld, — 
and the everlaſting Mountains were ſcattered, ihe 
erpetual Hills did bow, Hab. ini. 6. The Sea 
ſaw and fled, and Jordan was driven back. 
The Mountains ſkipped like Rams, and the little 
Hills like Lambs. What ailed thee, O Sea, that 
thou fleddeſt? Thou Jordan, that thou waſt 
driven back ? Ye Mountains, that ye ſkipped like 
Rams; and ye little Hills like Lambs? Plal. 
cxiv. 3, 4, 5, 6. By Theſe I had a ſweet 
Intimation, and conceiv'd a delightful Hope, 
That Gop would diſplay his Glory, by and 
through my feeble Work: That He would hun- 
der from Sinai's Mount upon ſecure Sinners; 
and make Lightnings with Rain, enlighten 
their Minds in the Knowledge of unn; 
Fr. | „ 
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and refreſh their. Souls with the Showers of his 
Grace ; and bring forth the Yind of his Spirit | 
out of his 7 reaſures, upon Dry-boned Sinners, 
unto their Conviction and Confolation, their 
Life and Joy. And that He would do this as 
the Gov of Glory: with ſuch a Majeſty, that 
every Way becomes his Great Bxinc! And 
that all Oppoſition ſhould flee before Him! 
That the Sea of Nature-Corruption, ſhould ſee 
Him, and flee, and the over-flowing Rivers 
thereof, and be driven back. That the Hearts 
of Sinners, firm as Mountains in their Oppo- 
ſition to God, ſhould bow, ſhake, and trem- 
ble, and ſkip like Rams and Lambs at the Pre- 
ſence of the Loxp, this Lox D of GLogy !— 
Upon this, my Soul ador'd the Majeſty of 
JIEHCVAH, and my Heart made Melody to 
Him with Thankſgivings for all his Grace: 
In that Word, which was precious to me, He 
exalleth the Horn of his People, the Praiſe of all 
his Saints, even of the Children of liracl, a 
People near unto Him. Praiſe ye the LoR p. 
And alſo, this Verſe, which came fweetly into 
oY 49 885 tuo d ab Heart to the Muſick of 
raiſe : 


Ye People, Bleſs the Logo, 
And lift his Glory high : 
Your Praiſe in Songs record ; 
For GoD ts ever Night 


Ob my Soul, remember the Kindneſs of thy Gop 
lo thee at this Time: how He accepted thy fe: ble 
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Wark, and gave thee ſweet Intimations of hi; 
uſing it. And though, weak as it was, thi 
thoughieſt again and again, Surely the Logy 
* hath not Choſen This; Surely He will not Vit 
* by This” Yet encourag d by Him, Wait thou 
upon Him, to ſee how his own Arm will brig 
Salvation, to the eternal Glory of his Power, in 
thy Weakneſs! And, Lord, let it be unto th 
Worm, according to thy Word! Amen. 

Feb. 9, 1742-3. My Second Volume of Letter; 
was put to the Preſs. Before I began, the laſt 
Summer, to take the Copies of theſe Letters, 
I thought to take no more ; not ſeeing which 


Way to diſpoſe of the Books. But having 


wrote a pretty many Letters to be ſent to my 
Friends at one Time, I found my Heart in- 
clin'd to take the Copies of them. But yet, 
as I had no Proſpect of Printing them, I was 
under a prevailing Unwillingneſs to engage in 
the Work. And was for arguing it with the 
Lord, and telling Him, „That I would 
« gladly go about the Work, if it might be 
for His Glory: But I fear'd it would be La- 
* bour in Vain,” —— Then He ſaid unto me, 
What is that to Thee? Follow thou me, Joh. 
xxi. 22, By which the Lord kindly rebuk'd 
me, inſtructed me into my Duty, and ſweetly 
drew me to engage in the Work, at bis Bidding; 
and to leave it entirely to his ſovereign Diſpoſe, 
to Co what He pleaſed with it. And as ſoon 
as I was made willing to go about the Work, 
He faid, for my Encouragement therein, 
»»Did cver any truſt in God and were con. 


founded?“ 
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founded?” Thou baſt raviſhd my Heart, 
my Siſter, my Spouſe, Song iv. 9. . And, The 
Lord hath need of them, Mat. xxi. 3. Then 
joyfully I took thoſe Copies, and preſented 
them to the Loxp. And ſweetly has He 
drawn me to, and carried me thro? the Work, 
in taking the reſt of the Copies, to compleat 
this Volume. And lo, as ſoon as it was finiſh'd, 
my gracious God, in his kind Providence, 
call'd for its Publication. — Learn, O my Soul, 
To obey the J. ord, whenever He calls thee forth 
into any Piece of Service for Him; alibo', like 
Abraham, thou ſhould'ſt go out, not knowing 


whither thou goeft : For a goodly Heritage will Mi 


thy Lord give thee I come now to give ſome 
Hints of, N 


Secondy, The Anfwer of my Deſire and I 


Prayer, in the Lord's ſending ſome of my 


Books into America: To my Furtherance and . 


Foy of Faith, 

And as the Lord wrought great Defizes in 
my Soul, and enabled me to put up earneſt 
Supplications, that ſome of my poor Books 
might be ſent into that Part of his Earth : (As 
J have already ſaid, in my Note, Aug. 19, 
L741.) And allo. gave me to hope in his 


Word, That the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Mi 


had prevazled to open the ſeven-ſealed Book ; that 

Chriſs had prevailed, and would prevail, to 

open for me his Father's Purpoſe, in Relation 

thereto, in Providence, (As OF. 29): So, when 

the Time of the Promiſe drew nigh; my dear 

Huſband, having AMEN of going into A. 
* % 


merica 
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merica on another Account, which he judg'd 


as and take many of my Books with him, 
id ever any ſeek the Lox p in vain? Truſt in 
Gop, and were confounded ? Or wait for Him, 
and were aſhamed? No; All the Lord's Sup- 
pliants, his Dependents and Expectants, ſhall 
fay, Lo, this is our God, we have waited for 

Him, and He will ſave us: this is the Logo, 
we have waited for Him, we will be glad and 
rejoice in his Salvation! 62 
And as when my Second Volume of Letters, 
laſt mention'd, was to be printed; and other 

of my Books ſoon to follow, which were to 
be ſent into America; 1 had ſome Fears of the 
Difficulties, Dangers, and Trials, that might 
attend their Publication : I thence ſought the 


particular, that was juſt ben coming out, 
And He'was pleas'd to ſay to me, Fear not 
ye ;—for ye ſcek JesuUs, Mat. xxviii. 5. This 
gave me ſweet Peace in vid 6g, the Work, 
and ſtrengthened me to hope for a good Event, 
I was alſo further encouraged from this Word, 
'\ For the Merchandize of Wiſdom is beiter than 
tbe Merchandize of Silver, and the Gain thereof 
than fine Gold, Prov. iii, 14. From hence I 
was taught, That it was my Duty to venture 
cut, in this York for Gop, in the Face of all 
Dangers and Difficulties that might attend; 
in Hope of that Gain in the Glory of God, 
and the Good of his People, which my Soul 

. deſir'd; 


to be a Call of Providence, He reſolv'd to 
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Lord, to give me ſome Encouragement from 
Himſelf about them, and as to this Book in 
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deſir'd; and which is fo far ſuperior to that, 
for which this World's Merchants run ſuch 
Hazards, and make ſuch large Adventures. 
And by this Word alſo, the Lord ſtrengthned 
and encourag'd me: He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious Seed, ſhall doubtleſs 
come again with Rejoicing, bringing his Sheaves 
with him, Pſal. cxxvi. 6.— 0h my Soul, Be 
thou like the Huſbandman! Go forth in thy 
Work for God, to comfort and exhort thy Bre- 
thren by the Word of the Lord, in the Face of 
Storms: For, bearing precious Seed, thou ſhalt 
come again with Rejoicing, bringing thy Sheaves 
with thee. Thou ſhalt find a rich Account of thy 
Seeds-Time Labours, in ibe bleſſed Fruit there- 
of, to thy own and others Joy in this World, 
and an Harveſt of endleſs Glory, in that to come 
Proſper thou, O LorD, this Work of my 
Hands | ® 
April 29, 1743. The laſt Week, My Pam- 
phlet, A brief Account of the gracious Dealings 
of Gop with a poor, finful, unworthy Creature, 
Relating to the Work of Grace on the Heart, in a 
ſaving Converſion to CHRIST, &c. Part I. was 
put to the Preſs. As was ſoon after the Id 
Part, I had much Work, much Writing, 
&c, upon Hand the laſt Week; by which I 
was in ſome Sort diverted from that particular 
Seeking of the Lord, for ſome Intimation of his 
Mind, about the Publication of this little Tract, 
which I had been wont to obſerve with reſpe& 
to my others already publiſhed. And as ſoon 
as | had finich'd the Work of the former _ 

0 
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of this Week, and my Mind was a little un. 
bended from it; this Thought was darted in: 
That I had not ſaught God, about the Pub. 
* lication of this little Piece.“ Which laid 
me under Guilt for my Neglect, Concern for 
that Diſhonour which I had done to God 
thereby, and Diſcouragement, leſt it ſhould 
de uſeleſs, Not that I did not ſeek God at 

all; for in a more general Way, I did. I 
aſk'd his Direction about it, and his Bleſſing 
upon it, and dedicated it to Him. But thro' 
Hurry, I did not ſo particularly ſeek Him, as 
FT ought to have done. I went, as to its Pub- 
lication, upon a more general Perſuaſion, that 
it was Gods Mind it ſhould come out. Which 
aroſe from that ſweet Encouragement which 
He gave me at firſt to write it, and alſo from 
that which I receiv'd, when I ſought the 
Lord about the Publication of my laſt Book of 
Letters, For, as I ſaid, it was not hat Book 
| only, but all the o/ber which were deſign'd to 
be brought out, and diſpos'd of with it, that 
I had in my Thoughts, when | was under ſome 
Foars, as to the Difficulties which might at- 
tend their Publication, ſought the Lord about 
it, and receiv*d gracious Encouragement from 
Him, to proceed in the Work, and truſt the 
ſame with Him, But not having ſought God, 
nor receiv d any Intimation from Him, about 
this little Piece in pariicular ; I humbled my 
Soul before Him, confeſt and bewailed my 
Sin, and pray'd Him to tell me ſomething of 
his Mind, 


And 


2224 . 
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And while 1 was before Him, 6 
and ſweetly, broke in upon my Heart with 


this Word: Thou art my Servant, — in 
 qawhom I will be glorified, Ifa. xlix. 3. By 
which he teſtify'd his gracious Acceptance of 
my feeble Work, and Deſign to «fe it; that 
He would account Himſelf” glorify'd, and get 


Himſelf Glory thereby. And ſweetly this if 


Grace melted my Heart, humbled me in the 
Duſt before Him, and rais'd up my Soul to 
praiſe and bleſs Him, And I admir'd his for- 
giving Love, and faid, with the Prophet, 
2 is a Gop like unto Thee, that pardoneth 
Iniquity, and paſſeth by the Tranſgreſſion of the 
Remnant of his Heritage? He retaineth not his 
Anger for ever, becauſe He delighteth in Mercy! 
And theſe Words alſo brake in, with Power 
and great Glory: And the Woman fied into the 
Wilderneſs, where fhe bath a Place prepared of 
God, that they ſhould nouriſh her there, And 
to the Woman were given two Wings of a great 
Eaple, that ſhe might fly into ber Place. 
where ſhe is nouriſh'd—from the Face of the 
Serpent, Rev. xii. 6, 14. From which the 
Lord gave me a ſweet Hint, here my poor 
Books were to be ud, even in the American 
Wilderneſs ; that there I had a Place prepared 
of God, Father, Son and Spirit; that there 
were Two Wings, a Fulneſs of Power, given 
me to fly imo ibat my Place, and that there I 
ſhould be Nouriſp'd from the Face of the Ser- 
pent ; who by his Rage, forc'd me out of 
England, And ſweetly that Word dropt upon 
my 
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my Heart, And there will JI nouriſh thee, Gen. 
 &lv. 11. I read the Scriptures, and precious 
they were to me; and eſpecially the Account 
given of the Woman, the Church, Rev, xii. 
as it was then apply'd to my own Perſon and 
Cafe. And from hence I was taught, 1. That 
whenever the Woman, the Church, or any of 
her Seed, appearing in the Glory of Chriſt, and 
adorn'd with the Dofrine of the twelve Apo- 
ftles, doth labour to bring forth any Fruit 
unto God, the Dragon, the Devil, is wroth, 
and ſtands ready to devour it. 2. That the 
Dragon's Rage againſt the Woman, may be 
ſo great, as to force her thereby, to flee from 
him into the Wilderneſs. 3. That when this is 
the Caſe, even there She hath a Place prepar'd 
of Gop, where She ſhall be fed and nouriſh'd. 
4. That for this her Flight into the Wilder- 
neſs, She hath Two Wings, a Fulneſs of Power 
given her. 5. That when the Woman is got 
into her Place in the Wilderneſs, even hither 
will the Dragon go after her, caſting Water 
out of his Mouth like a Flood, to cauſe her to 
be carried away of the Flood. And 6. That 
in this Caſe, the Zarth ſhall help the Woman; 
that tho' the Dragon thus purſues and perſe- 
cutes the Woman, She ſhall not be defiroy'd 
and fwallow'd up by him, but ſhall have ſuita- 
ble, ſeaſonable, and ſufficient Help. And oh 
how ſweet and encouraging were theſe Things 
J TR TITEL : 
Long have I look'd upon my poor Books as 
my Children, by which I hop'd to ſerve and 
. | glorify 
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glorify Gop. And having conceiv'd Hopes 
that the Lord would bring them out, and uſe 
them; when the Time drew nigh, I have 
cried, travailing in Birth, and pained to be de- 
liver d. And when oppreſt with Fear that 


they would not come forth, and ſo all my La- 


bour be in vain; the Lord has comforted me 


with this Word, Shall I bring to the Birth, 


« and not cauſe to bring forth? Saith the 
« Lorp.” And when any of them have been 
brought out, and | have been ready to think, 
that one, and another of them would be the 
laſt ; the Lord hath ſaid unto me, Shall I 
« cauſe to bring forrh, and ſbut the Womb? 
« (Shall I do this, and no more for thee?) 


i Saith thy Gop.”* By which He has ſweetly 


encourag'd me to hope in his Mercy; and 
upon me it has been, according as I hoped and 
truſted in Him. For moſt of my poor Books 
are now brought forth, and all the reſt are 
coming out. Oh what a Good, Gracious, 
Wonder. working, and All. per forming GO p, 
have Il © | = e 

But, Oh! the Dragon has been wroth with 
me, and made ſome of the Friends of CHRIS 
to be the Channels of his Rage, and from 


England, with my poor Books, he forceth me 


to flee, — But my Soul, be not diſmayed : 
Since Gop is for thee, Who can be againſt 
* thee ? See, yonder, in the Wilderneſs, thy 
* God hath prepared thee a Place, where Hz 
will zouriſb thee from the Face of the Serpent! 
* And he hath given thee of the freeſt Grace, 

* two 
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two Wings of a great Eagle, the Grace and 


Power of thy Dear Lord Jeſus, who bears 
and carries thee as on Eagle's Wings, and 
Faith and Love from him : Upon which, 


ſoar thou aloft, and fly from the Face of the 
Serpent, into thy prepared Place, And tho? 


ſome of thy Mother's Children are angry with 
thee ; be not overmuch grieved, for it is the 
Serpent's Rage againſt CHRIST, which They 


vent againſt Thee, Thy Lord, takes all the 


unkind Treatment which hou meer'ſt with, 
as done to Himſelf, And as He in the Days 
of his Fleſh, when deſpis'd and rejected in 
one Place, departed to another : and has bid 
thee, when perſecuted in oxe City, to flee un- 
to another ; So, take thy ings, the Wings of 


His Grace and Providence, and of % Faith and 


Love, which He hath given thee, and flee 


yonder unto thy Place. Thou haſt a Place 


there, tho none bere. And there thy Lord 


will ſkreen and nouriſh thee from the Ser- 


pent's Rage, And don't wonder, if the 
Dragon ſhould caſt Water out of his Mouth 


like a Flood after thee; nor be diſmayed 
thereby: For the Loxp Gop will Help thee, 


and that right early : and never ſuffer thee to 
be deftroy'd by the Serpent's Rage. — 
And remember what He ſaid unto thee, even 
this Day, I have choſen Thee, and not caſt 
Thee away? I will make all my Goodneſs pals 
before thee, and I will proclaim the Name 
of the LorD before thee; and will be gra- 
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e xxxXiii, 19, Which he ſpake concerning a 
particular Service, And, I will make of 
« Thee a Great Nation, Gen. xii. 2. By which 
© He hinted thy more general U ſefulneſs. 
Which with Joy and Wonder made thee cry 
out, Lok D, What, S/i//! Haſt thou more 
© Grace in Reſerve for me Still] What bleſs 
* me, and work by me Still! Ten Thou- 
* ſand Glories to thy great Grace! Upon 
* which He anſwer'd, I will zever leave 
e thee. “' Then, Oh my Soul, Love the 
* LorD, hope in Him, and wait for the God 
* of thy Salvation! And thou ſbalt ſee Him as 
0 05 MNonder- working and Covenant. keeping 
* Gopt B . e 
A Hint I would juſt give, as to the 2d Part 
of my Brief Account of the gracious Dealiugs of 
Gon, Relating to a Train of ſpecial Provi- 
dences attending Life, This, as I ſaid, was not 
put to Preſs quite ſo ſoon as the other, I 
wanted Time to reviſe it, &c, But as both 
are but one continued Account of the Lord's 
Dealings with me; which were both as it 
were coming out together; I take that gra- 
cious Promiſe which the Lord gave me for the 
1ſt Part, Thou art my Servant—in whom I will 
be glorify*d: to extend alſo to the 2d Part. 
Thus, I have given ſome Account of the 
Lord's gracious Dealings with me, moſt of 
which I took for myſelf; relating to ſeveral 
of my little TraFs, which in his kind Provi- 
dence He has brought out for me: To my 
Furtherance and Foy of Faith in Him, as my 
: Prayer- 


| 
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Prayer-hearing, Promiſe. fulfilling, and All. 
performing Gov. 


What farther I have had from God about 
my poor Books, which through Hurry I did 


not write down, I can't give much Account 


of. But ſweetly has He encourag'd me to 


write and publiſh them all. And the Number 


of my little Pieces, which the great Grace of 
my God has brought out for me, are as fol- 
"A 
I. 4 Narration of the Wonders of Grace, in 
Verſe, &c. 
II. A Diſcourſe on Mal xing with Gop: &c, 
III. A Diſcourſe concerning Gop's Aft of A. 
dopti on: And another on the J. nheritance of the 
Aaopted Sons of Goo. 
IV. A Sight of Canxist, abſolute neceſſary 
— all true Chriſtians, aud G . Miniſters : 


be A Diſcourſe on Fuftification : &c. 3 
WI. A D. me the Neu- Birth: 
&c. 


Occaſſons: &c. Vol. I. 

VIII. A Letter to all the Kain on the ge- 
neral Duty of Love. N 

IX. A Letter to the . Mr John Weſ- 
ley : In Vindication of the Doftrines of Abſolute 
Election, Particular Redemption, m—_ Ho- 
cation, and, Final Perſeverance, 

X. Some T boughts about Faith in CRRIsr. 
Whether it be requir'd of all Men under the Go- 
Jpel To prove that it is. | 8 


vn. Letters on foiritual Subjetts, and divers 


to 
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XI. A Letter to the Negroes, lately converted 
to CHRIST in America. 

XII. Letters on ſpiritual Subjects, and bows 
Occaſions : &c. Vol. II. 

XIII. Letters ſent to an Honourable Gentle- 
man, for the Encouragement of Faith. Vol. I. 

XIV. A Letter io ſuch of the Servants of 
CuRIs T, who may have any Scruple about the 
Lawfulneſs of printing any Thing written by a 
Woman : &c. 

XV. Letters to the Rev. Mr. J. Weſley : A. 

gainſt Perfection. 

XVI. Meditations and Obſetwations upon the 
eleventh and twelfth Verſes of the fixth Chapter 
of Solomon's Song. 

XVII. Brief Hints concerning God's Fatherly 
Chaſtiſements : Shewing their Nature, Neceſſity, 
and Uſefulneſs , and the Saints Duty to wait 
upon God for Deliverance, when under his Fa- 
therly Corrections. 

4 XVIII. The Hurt that Sin doth to Believers : 

c. 

XIX. A Brief Account of the gracious Deal- 
ings of Gor, with a poor, ſinful, unworthy 
Creature. Relating to the Work of Divine Grace 

on the Heart, in a ſaving Converfi on to CHRIST, 
and to ſome Eftabliſhment in Him. Part I. 

XX. A Brief Account of the gracious Deal- 
ings of Gov, with a poor, ſinful, unworthy 
Creature. Relating to a Train of Special Pro- 
vidences attending Life, by which the Work of 
Faith was carried on with Power. Part II. 
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it together with him? 
receivid from the Lord, was this: Bind up 
the Teſtimony, Seal the Law among my Diſ- 


as --: Brief Account of the 
XXI. A Letter to all Thoſe that love Curr 
in Philadelphia: To excite them to adbere 1, 
and appear for, the Truths of the Goſpel, 
What I had from the Lord to encourage 
me, with reſpe& to the moſt of theſe, has 


n particularly mention'd. And moſt of 
reſt, which came out as it were together, 
were included in that general Encouragement, 
which I receiv'd from the Lord, when I ſought 
Him about the Publication of my ſecond Book 
of Letters, For as I have hinted, it was not 
that Book only, but others alſo, which came 


out with it, that I had in my Thoughts, when 
I fought the Lord; and the Encouragement I 
received from Him, extended to them al], 


But I would juſt give a Hint or two as to 


| Three of them in Particular. Which are, 


Firſt, The Letter to the Rev. Mr Fobn We/- 
ley: In Vindication of the Doftrines of Abſolute 
Election, &c, When I began this Letter, I 


deſign'd to ſend it to him in Writing, But 
being enlarg'd beyond my Expectation, as 


I wrote much more than I at firſt purpos'd, 


and as I had ſome Doubt, whether he would 


have Patience to read it, and thence, ſome 


Fear, that it might be of little Uſe: I ſpread 


the Caſe before the Lord. And intreated Him 


to tell me, If He would have me ſend the 


Letter to Mr, Weſley in Writing, for his own 
Ute only; or in Print, that others might fee 
And the Anſwer I 


ciples, 
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ciples, Ifa. viii. 16. By which I was fully ſa- 
tisfy'd, that it was God's Ming, I ſhould print 

it, That thereby, I ſhould bear a publick 
Teſtimony for Him and his Truths before A; 
and thus as it were /eal the Law, the Dofrines 
of his Word, which thro” his Aſſiſtance in that 
Letter, I had been vindicating. The Lord 
caſt a particular Shine upon this Part of the 
Word, Among my Diſciples. He pointed to 
it as with a Sun-Beam, which made his Mind 
perſpicuous to me. There, as if the Lord 
* ſhould ſay, there, among my Diſciples, let 
e this Teſtimony be. They ſhall have it. 
« Bind up the Teſtimony, ſeal the Law, make 
« it ſure among them.” And for its Uſeful- 
neſs, ſweetly the Lord encourag'd me by this 
Word, Many ſhall run to and fro, and Know- 
ledge ſhall be increaſed, Dan. xi. 4. 1 
Secondly, Thoughts about Faith in CnhRIST: 
Sc. This, which was firſt deſign'd for pri- 
vate Uſe, and wrote for the Peruſal of a Friend, 
when the Lord made it evident to me, that to 
bear Witneſs for Him and his Truth, it was 
my Duty to publiſh it; I had ſome Fears, 
from my own Weakneſs, Sc. leſt it ſhould 
not be of that Uſe which he deſir'd, left the 
dear Children of God, ſhould not regard me. 
But ſweetly the Lord encourag'd me, from that 
Word, I have graven Thee upon the Palms of 
my Hands, Iſa. xlix. 16. By which I had a 
Heart-melting Diſcovery of the Love of 
Chriſt to Me, even to Me, with Relation to 
this little Piece, and an Afſurance given me, 
Rs that 
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that He would uſe it to ſome of his People, 
That for this Service, He had graven me upon 


the Palms of his Hands. That as ſure as He 
dy'd for me on the Croſs, as his precious Hand; 


were there pierc'd for me; as He had the 


' quickeſt Remembrance of his Death, and 
"mg the Efficacy thereof on his Throne a- 
bove; fo ſurely, in his infinite Love to me, 
and as a Fruit of his Death, He would «ſe thi; 
litile Piece, to ſome of his People: In the Pub. 
lication of which, I ſingly aim'd at his Glory, 
in bearing Witneſs for Him and his Truth in 
the Earth. And, | | 


Thirdly. The Letter to thoſe that love 


CnrisT in Philadelphia, to excite them to ad. 
bere to, and appear for, the Truths of the Go- 
fel: This Letter, I had ſome Thoughts of 
ſending in Manuſcript, and of getting a Friend 
to read it to ſeveral of Thoſe, who in a Letter 
of his, he had mention'd to me, that were 
drawn off from rhe Truths of the Goſpel. 
But as I thought it might be more extenſively 
uſeful, if I ſent it in Print; I ſought the 
Lord about it. And in great Grace, He 
ſaid for my Encouragement, Surely I will be 


with thee, Judg. vi. 16, By which He aſſur'd 


me of his Preſence and Bleſſing, in the Out- 
going of this little Tract. And tho' I thought 
other of the Lord's Servants, were far more 
fir to engage in this Service, than poor me ; 
and from a deep Senſe of my own Weaknels 
and Unworthineſs, ſaid in my Heart.“ Who 
“or what am J, that 7 ſhould engage in this 
* Affair?“ 


—ͤ OR 


— 


« Aﬀair?”” Yet that Word mightily encou- 
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rag d me, She put ber Hand to the Nail, and 


her Right Hand to the Workman's Hammer, 
Judg. v. 26. From hence the Lord ſhew'd 
me, That the weaker the Inſtrument was, that 


attempted his Service; the more Himſelf, the 


Almighty Agent, would be glorified ia 


working by it. And then, tho' under the 


deepeſt Senſe of my own Weakneſs, yet, 


| kaning on an Almighty Arm, from a Heart 


fit'd with Love to the Glory of God, [ at- 


tempted the Work. And full was the Aſſu- 


rance, and precious the Conſolation which the 


LoxD gave me, that His Preſence ſhould be 


with me, from that Word, And with the laſt, 
Iam HE, Iſa. xli. 4. Oh the ineffable Sweet- 


neſs of this Word! It ſuited me well; it 


ſolpv'd all my Doubts and Difficulties, I 


thought myſelf to be the Leaſt and Laſt of all. 


But, Fear not, ſaid the LoR D: For, With 


* the Laſt, I am Hz. I am with thee: 1 


% will be with thee, Fear not engag- 
* ing in the Work, becauſe of thy own 
* Weakneſs; Since my Omnipotence is en- 
* gag'd for thee, Since J, the Great I AM, 
* the All-fuficient Gop, am with thee, a 
* Poor, little, inſufficient Y/orm.''———Moſt 
| ſweetly then, in the Faith of infinite Grace, 
Power, and Faithfulneſs, being engag'd for 
me, of the Great Jenovan's being with me, 


tho) the leaſt and laſt of all; 1 wrote and pub- 


iſh'd this Letter, Which is the laſt of my 


ittle Trads, that, thro' the gracious Dealings 
of 


4 — 5 " 
. 
- 


— TIS I ww 


m 1 
gd 8 
r 
2 * 


r 


= + 
3p . 
: 
43 
3 
111 
? - 
p : 
$ - 
: 
. 7 
* 
1 
* 
1 
| + 
rh y 
: 
« = 
4 
- * 
1 F 
; : 
1 
1 
TH 
” 
] 
5 *. 
: * 
. 
£8 # 
2 
© 
1 4 
* 
1 * 
4 N 
1 - 
1 4 . 
1 
4 
i N 
1 
« i : 
3 "3 
g . 8 
- > : 
$ ; 
*L 
'. 
: 12 
1 
5 1 
1 
7H 
43 
12 
RS; 
_ 
: MY 
ws + 
f 0 
+ 13 L 
$ 
is : 
p 1 
- 
9 
LESS | 
+ Þ * 
i 
5% 
11 
as * 
$ 3 | 
4 : 
* = 
* 
77 
* 
125 
* +. 
: 
. 


p — 
2 + . 


—— 4 1 . 3 > — +> wy 1 — 
— — — . 


— 
7 


9 9 WI... ” hy — : > W 7 3 2 22 
> 5 h . R 4 ET 4 2 + - OE 
— # a on * 
— 9 * Ro 2 0 . 4 " x —_— gk — : 
G 2 * . Mt * * 1 — 
nnr 1 7 9 9 1 * 5 " yl 2 _— — — 
* * " * 5 — 0 
8 - 5 yo — Pi nw ” n 
* - . - S JAY o — 
— , 
: ” " : 
" E 
— — * — * 33 


* — Shows r * r nt *% N 7 J 
— 238 —— 1 - - „ 0 $ EO 2 # 2 ö ry = — ns — 
T ny ES” 2 n 1 "95, pi us Þ 93 ee ” * Re 
F — LIES : : 0 . — — - — 6 — 

* * 5 3 * — 
— „ — f : — 
oo " 8 — — —— 4 . — — — ARG + — 
T * 3 5 — 
Co 4 2 8 — * 

2 * — > 
1 n To * n 72 Fl p 

ee . — TT - 
8 — 


98 A Brief Account of the 

of Gop with unworthy me, are extant. For 
all which, and the Uſe that H. has made, 
and will make of them, for his own Glory and 
the Good of his People, I þ/e/s his great Name, 
and ſhall praiſe his Grace for ever. O may thoſe 


that fear Gop, magnify the Loxp with me! 


Great are the Things with He hath done for me! 


Great are the Things which he hath /poken con- 


cerning me! And lo, He hath ſaid unto me, ] 
will not leave thee, until I have done that which I 
have ſpoken to thee of. For the Mouthof the Log 
bath ſpoken it, Gen, xxviii. 15. IIa. lviii. 14. 
And till I am perſuaded, that the Lord has 
more Kindneſs in Reſerve for me. And I hope 
In his Mercy, that other of thoſe little Frag. 
ments, which at His Bidding I have gather'd 


up, will not be /oft ; but that in his good Time, 


they alſo ſhall be brought forih, by his own 
All-gracious, and Almighty. Hand: To the 


Glory of his Name, and the Good of his 
People. 


Concerning this Poor, broken, brief Ac- 


count of the Lok b's gracious Dealings with 


me, even this Third Part, which was at firſt 


deſign'd for my own Uſe z He hath inclin'd my 
| Heart, and greatly encourag 'd me to prepare 


it for the Preſs, When I had ſome Thoughts 
about it, I ſought the Lord, to know if He 
would have me do it; and receiv'd a ſecret 
Hint, that I ſhould, from theſe Scriptures: 
He eſtabliſhed a Teſtimony in Jacob, and ap- 
pointed a Law in Iſrael, Pal. Ixxviii. 5, Her 
Children ariſe up, and call ber Bleſſed, Prov. 


xxxi. 


— — 2 0 0 00 


of Gop's Mind, that He would have me pre- 


pare the Aecount I had taken, of his gracious 


Dealings with me, for the Preſ5; and leave it 
as a publick Teftimony of his great Goodneſs, 
among his People. From the latter, I receiv'd 


a ſweet Hint, that it might be a uſeful and ac- 


ceptable Proviſion for the Children of the 
Church: Which drew out my Deſires that it 
might be ſo, and in ſome Meaſure inclin'd my 
Heart to engage in it. But as I was not fully 
perſuaded about it, I ſought the Lox for fur- 
ther Satisfaction, before I could engage therein. 
And eſpecially, as I wrote it for my/eif, and had 
| ſome Fears, that it might not be ſo fit for 
Uſefulneſs to others, Inaſmuch as therein, I 
did not addreſs them, but the Log p, and my 
own Soul, upon the Notes which I took of his 
gracious Dealings with me, and the Out- 
goings of my Heart towards Him. And ſoon 
after, theſe Words dropt ſweetly into my 


Mind, And there ſhall come forth a Rod out of 


the Stem of Jeſſe, and a Branch ſhall grow out 


of his Roots, And the Spirit of the Lox D ſhatl 
Under- 


reft upon Him, the Spirit of Wiſdom 
ſtanding, the Spirit of Connſel and Might, the 
Spirit of Knowledge, and of the Fear of the 
Loxp: And ſhall mate Him of quick Under- 
ftanding in the Fear of the Lox o, and he hal! 
not judge after the Sight of his Eyes, nor re- 


prove after the Hearing of his Ears. But with 


Righteouſneſs ſhall He judge the Poor, and re- 
prove with Equity, for the Meek of the Earth, 
| E 2 Ha, 
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xxxi. 28. From the former, 1 had a Glance f 


—_—_— —_— —ͤ— a P 
W — — 
3 . n ny 


{if 
j8 


100 A Brief Account of the... + 


Iſa. xi, 1, 2, 3, 4. From hence I had a 
Heart- melting Diſcovery, that the Lord would 
have me prepare my Notes for the Preſs, and 
that HE would aſe them, + That my Dear 
Lord Jeſus, who humbled Himſelf to become 
a Rod out of the Stem of Feſſe, and a Branch 
out of his Roots, to ſympathize with his Peo- 
ple in their low Eſtate ; that He upon whom 
the Fulneſs of the Spirit reſts, as my exalted 
| King, would judge with Righteouſneſs, and 
reprove thereby with Equity for me, That 
He, by the Publication of what paſſed be- 
tween Him and me, about my Books, would 
for me reprove with Equity, thoſe unjuſt Cen- 
ſures, which had been paſs'd by Some. As if 
in the Publication of my Books, I had done 
what I was not call'd to, and therein ſought 
myſelf, and outward Gain, And precious was 
this Hint to me, That my dear Lord hereby, 
would ſet Things in a true Light: would 
' judge, or plead my Cauſe, with Righteouſneſs, 
and reprove with Equity, And oh how ſweet 
were theſe Words to me: For the Meek of the 
Earth! But Rill, notwithſtanding this Part 
' of its Uſefulneſs, for the Convidlion of God's 
People, and ſo, for the Glory of his Name, 
which the Lord hinted to me; I much wanted 
to know, if it might be uſeful for the Refreſh- 
ment of ſome poor Souls, And to ſatisfy me 


ia this, which I ſo much deſir'd, the Lord 


[| brought that Word, Then ſhall the Lambs feed 
| after their Manner, and the waſte Places of the 


| fat Ones, ſhall Strangers eat, Iſa, v. 17. i" 
| this 


Gracious Dealings of G0 D, &c. 101 
this delighted my Heart, that the Lambs of 
Jeſus ſhould be fed hereby: And that what 


full Souls paſſed over, the Poor and Hungry f 


ſnould gather up. And then follow'd this 
Word, with great Power, And the People 
which ſhall be created, ſhall praiſe the Lok p, 


Pſal. cii. 18. And when I look'd it, the pre- 


ceding and following Words were very pre- 
cious to me. As ver. 16, 17. When the LoRD 
ſhall build up Zion, He ſhall appear in his Glo- 
ry. He will regard the Prayer of the Deſtitute, 
and not deſpiſe their Prayer. Oh how exceed- 
ing applicable did theſe Words appear to my 
Caſe! With reſpect to thoſe glorious Diſco- 
veries of Himſelf which the Logp had made 
unto me, in relation to that Work about 
which my Heart had been engag'd, for the 
Edification of his People by my poor Books ! 
And alſo with reſpect to thoſe glorious Grants 
that He had given me, in anſwer to my Prayer, 
which as one deſtitute of all Creature Help, I 
had put up unto Him! And thus the follow- 
ing Verſes allo. He looked down from the 
Height of his Sanfluary : From Heaven did the 


Lox p behold the Earib: To hear the Gronins 


of the Priſoner, to looſe thoſe that are appointed 
to Death ;, To declare the Name of the Log b in 
Lion, and his Praiſe. in Jeruſalem, Ver. 19, 
20, 21, Oh how ſweetly did theſe Verles 
agree, with the Account which I had taken of 
the Loxp's gracious Dralings with me! And 
then, from the former Part of the 18th Verſe, 
how abundantly was I ſatisfy'd of my Duty, 
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in preparing it for the Preſs: This ſhall be 
written for the Generation 10 come! And from 


the latter Part of it, how abundantly was I de- 


lighted with the happy Effect, the Glory of 


God, beheld in the Glas of the Promiſe: And 
the People which ſhall be created, ſhall praiſe 
the LoRy! Oh how fit, how ſweet, fa 


glorious, was this Word unto me! A Ward i in 


Seaſon, bow good is it ! 


Having then, this Satisfaction of my Duty, 


and Hope of its Succeſs ; I gladly began the 
Work. And ſhall now commit the Whole 


unto the Gop of all Grace. Who is Able to do 
for his dear Children, by this broken Account 


of his gracious Dealings with me his weak 


Worm, more exceeding abundantly than I can aſk 
or think : To his endleſs Praiſe, thro* Jzsvs 
Curisr. To Whom be Glory and Dominion 


for Ever and Ever. AMEN, 


AN 


5 1 


APPENDIX. 


| HEREAS in this Third Part of my 
brief Account of GO p's Loving- 
Kindneſs towards me, in bringing out my 
little Pieces, to the Number of T7wwenty-One ; 
1 have hinted what I had from Gop about 
their Publication: I ſhall now give in this 
Appendix, . 1 

Firſt, Some farther Account of the Lord's 
Goodneſs, in bringing out divers other of my 
poor Manuſcripts ; and alfo ſome Hints of that 
great Encourugement which the Lord gave me 
to preſent them to publick View. 

Secondly, Anſwer to an Objefion that may 
be made againſt the Lord's Grant of my De- 
fire in ſpecial Favour, in ſending my Books 
into America: From that great Trial which 
followed upon it in the Loſs of my dear Huſband 

by Sea, And 

Thirdly, Cloſe, with a Word or two of Uſe. 
—] am to give, „„ | 

Firſt, Some further Account of the Lord's 
3 in bringing out divers otber of my 
poor Manuſcripts; and alſo ſome Hints of that 
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104 APPENDIX 


great Encouragement which the Lord gave me 
to preſent them to Prblick LOW, And in order 
Hereto, 

As in this Third Part of my brief Account, 
J have mention'd that earneſt Defire, which 
the Lord wrought in me, to have ſome of my 
Books ſent into America; and the Hope I had in 
his Word, that there my op would uſe them: 
I begin this farther Account, with my Huff 
band's going into America, That undęſired 
Way, being God's appointed Mean, by which 
he granted my Deſire, in that Reſpect, and 
fulfilled his own Promiſe, and did for me 
therein, more exceeding abundantly than I could 
aſt or think, As my dear Huſband, appre- 
hending it his Duty to go thither on another 
Account, brought out all my Books, I then had 
by me in MS, and took with him a great 
Number of them; which the Lord 50ſt to 
many Souls. —Praiſe to my good Gop, who 
in this Regard heard my Prayer 
Aug. 17, 1743. My Fc Huſband went 
from Home, in order to embark for America, 
At which Time, the L.ord moſt kindly granted 
my Deſire, and abundantly fatisfy*'d me with 
his Favour, in bringing out all my Books, that 
I had by me, even all my Manuſcripts, except 
fome few Letters, Glory be to his great Name ! 
Some Time after my Huſband was gone, 
the Lord gave me Opportunity to write many 
Letters to his dear Lambs, who deſit'd to hear 
from me. And l found my Heart inclin'd to 


take the Copies of them, But as I could 5 no 
ay 
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Way how any more of my Books ſhould be 
brought out and diſpos'd of; I was at a Loſs, 
if it was my Duty to take them, or not; and 
loth to labour in vain, to take Copies of Let- 
ters which might not come out, or be of any 
farther Uſe, Yet I defir'd to ſerve Chriſt as 
much as ever, tho' I was in Doubt, if I could 
ſerve him by taking thoſe Copies : And look- 
ing up to the Lord for Direction, He ſaid 
unto me, Leave thy Fatherleſs Children with 
Mx: I will preſerve them alive, Jer. xlix. 11, 
I had long look'd upon' my Books, as my 
Children: And by this Word the Lord encou- 
rag*d me to go to Work again, and leave the 
Copies of Letters I might after take, with 
Him, unto his Care, and for Him to glorify 
Himſelf thereby, as He pleaſed. ? 
And about this Time, I had ſome pleaſant 
Thoughts, of committing every of the Books 
* might after write, into the Hands of 
CHRIST, as a ſmall Gift, or Legacy, for 
* his weak Children.“ And I was much de- 
lighted to think, * That in his infinite Grace, 
He would accept my little Mites, which 
* given by Him, He had inclin'd my Heart to 
offer up unto Him; and that He would ſee 
to it, that they were not /oft, and bring them 
ot, that his weak Children might not loſe 
their Right '—Lorp Jesus, of thy Roval 
Grace, accept the Goat's Hair, what Thot 
 gaveſt to, and ſhall willingly be off r'd by, thy 
moſt weak, unworthy Worm, towar.ls building 
tvee a Sanctuary! 
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OZ. 1, 1744. I fought the Lord, about 
bringing out a Third Book of Letters, And 
He fatisfy*d me that it was his Mind it ſhould 
come out, by this Word, which He brought 
to my Heart with Power and Sweetneſs, O 
Dave, that art in the Clefts of the Rock, in the 
fecret Places ef the Stairs, let me ſee thy Coun- 
tenance, let me bear thy Voice; for faweet is thy 
Voice, and thy Countenance is comely, Song ii. 14, 
* Look forth (faid the Lord) in this Piece of 
Service for Mx, let Me therein hear thy 
* Voice; for ſweet is thy Voice unto Mz, 
and thy Countenance is comely.” And 
whereas I was under a humbling Senſe of my 
own Vileneſs, my dear Lord, ſweetly cheer'd 
my Heart, by giving me to ſee Myſelf in the 
Clefts of the Rock, ſecur'd in his Wounds; 
and that by Virtue of his All-cleanſing Blood, 
He could, He did, call me His Love, his 
Dove, his Undefiled; notwithſtanding all my 
Defilement in Heart and Ways, Which 
melted me into Humility, Love and Thank- 
fulneſs.— And then being ſatisfy'd that it was 
the Lord's Mind, that I ſhould publiſh a Third 
Book of Letters, I aſk'd Him which ſhould 
come out firſt ; as I had more than one by me, 
And He ſaid, Judah fail go up, Judg. i. 2. 
By which He pointed to that which my 


Thoughts were firſt upon. Which was a Col. 


Ie&ion of Letters, ſent to the Reverend 
Mr, Whitefield and his Friends. For as Judah 
was the Regal Tribe, I was pointed W to 
| | thoſe 
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thoſe Letters ſent that dear Servant of Chriſt, 
Mr Whitefield; and to ſeveral of his Brethren 
in the Miniftry z who were as Princes among 
God's People: Theſe, ſaid the Lord, ſhall go 
out finſt. Upon which I fell down before Him, 
and gave up the Book, and what the Lorp 
had given me to bring it out, as an Offering 
unto HIM, to build up his People, his ſpiri- 
tual Temple; as David offer'd of what the 
Lord had given him, towards the building of 
his material Temple, And moſt kindly, for 
Jeſus Sake, the Lord accepted it. And ſweet- 
ly apply'd that Word to my Heart, which He 
ſent to his Servant David, He will make thee 
an Houſe, 2 Sam. vii, 11, By which the 
Lord aſſur'd me, That He would «ſe this 
* Book, that He would bleſs it to his dear 
Children, and make me fruitful thereby.“ 
And with reſpe& to what I offered, which the 
Lord had given me to bring it out, He aſ- 
ſur'd me that I ſhould receive an Hundred fold 
in this World, and in the World to come, Life 
everlaſting, And as in ſome Sort, it was as it 
were my All; the Lord encourag'd me to 
hope that He would give me more, to bring 
out ſome of my other Books for Him, from 
that Word, Now He that miniſtreth Seed to the 
Sorwer, —multiply your Seed ſown, and increaſe 
the Fruits of your Righteouſneſs. —That you al. 
ways having all Sufficiency in all Things, may 
abound ta every good Wort, 2 Cor, ix, 8, 

—io. 
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- 08. 8. Having ſought the Lord, on other 
Accounts, I again aſk*'d Him to give me ſome 
Word about this Book of Letters, as above, 
And He ſaid unto me, Go to my Brethren, and 
fay unto them, I aſcend unto my Father and your 
Father, and to my God and your God, Joh. 
XX. 27, By which the Lord again encourag'd 
me to publiſh it. But as the Word did not 
come with ſo much Power, as at ſome Times; 
I was a little inclin'd to Heavineſs. But by 
that Word, the Lord rais'd me in ſome Mea. 
ſure, He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious Seed, ſhall doubtleſs come again with 
Rejoicing, bringing his Sheaves with him, Pal. 
cxxvi. 6. And then theſe Words came in, 
Rejoice in the Lord alway ; and again, I ſay, 
Rejoice, Phil. iv. 4. As ſorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing, as poor, yet making many rich, as 
having Nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all Things, 
2 Cor, vi. 10, By which I had a ſweet In- 
timation of the Lord's ing this little Book, 
and of the Ground that I had to rejoice in the 
Lord again, on this Account; notwithſtand- 
ing the Scriptures I had this Day to encourage 
me, came not with ſuch Power, as at ſome 
Seaſons.— Oh my Soul, be thou like the Angels 
of 'the Lok p, Hearkning to the Voice of bis 
Word, when He doth but whiſper to thee, and 
ſpeaks not ſo loud as at other Seaſons, And 
thankfully receive the Refreſpment which thy 
Lord gives, when He comes down upon 19ee 4s 
the Dew and the ſmall Rain, as well as when 
He waters thee with the great Rain of bis 
% SOR Strength, 
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Strength. And wait for the Pulfilment of all bis 
Promiſes. For as the Lord aſſur d ihee ibis 
Day, concerning what He gave thee about this. 
Book, There ſhall not fail ought of all the good 
Things which the Loxp hath ſpoken. DIE he 
June 12, 1745. Tng Lord brought out 
my Third Book of Letters: At the Cloſe of 
which He inclin'd me to add a Letter on the 
Being and Working of Sin in a juſtified Man, 
&c. and another Letter ou the Duty and Pri- 
vilege of a Believer to live by Faith ; and to im- 
prove bis Faith unto Holineſs. And to encou- 
rage me to hope, that the Lord would uſe this 
Book, (brought out) He gave me theſe Words: 
Feed thy Kids beſide the Shepherds Tents, Song. 
i, 8. Thou makeſt the Outgoings of the Morn- 
ing and the Evenings to rejoice, Plal. Ixv. 8. 
By the firſt, the Lord gave me to hope that 1 
had ſome Souls (ſome Kids) given me to be fed 
by the Book, in the ſeveral Places where it 
might be ſent. And by the latter, I was per- 
ſuaded, that the Lord would 5% % both the 
former and the latter Parts of the Book, - 
Ju 7, 1746. Berore this Time, the 
Lord gave me to hear, that He had bleſt my 
laſt Book, to ſqme Souls in ſeveral Places. 
Glory to my All-gracious, my infinitely faith- 
ful, and All. performing Gop |—And now the 
Lord inclin*d my Heart, and gave me Ability. 
to put to the Preſs 7c other Books, viz. A 
Poſt ſcript to a Letter, on the Duty and Privilege. 
cf a Believer to live by Faith, &c. (which was 
at the Ind of the Baok publiſhed laſt Year): 
To 
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To which was added, A Caution againſt Error, 7 
when it /prings up together with Truth ; in a f 
Letter to a Friend; and Some of the Miſtakes of \ 
the Moravian Brethren, in a Letter to another t 


Friend. And with this Book, to feed my dear 
Lord's tender Lambs, He inclin'd my Heart 
to bring out a Fourth Book of Letters, 
The Peſtſcript I had long deſir'd to write, 
but was providentially prevented, chiefly by 
other Work for God, which called for preſent 
Attention. When I thought at firſt of writing 
it; I deſn'd to know the Lord's Mind, “ If He 
would have me go about it.” And He ſig- 
nify'd his Approbation thereof, and the Re- 
ward that I ſhould receive therein, by that 
Word, apply'd with Power and Swecfneſs to 
my Heart: For God is not unrigbteous to forget 
your Work of Faith and Labour of Love, which 
ye bave ſhewed towards his Name, in that you 
have miniſtred to the Saints, and do miniſter, 
Heb. vi. 10. By the Word have miniſtred to 
the Saints, the Lord pointed my Eye to the 
Leiter 1 had publiſhed ; and by the Word 40 
miniſter, to the Poſtſcript which I was in- 
clin'd to add to that Letter: And by the firſt 
of theſe Words, He ſignify'd his Acceptance 
of what I had already done; and by the latter, 
his gracious Approbation of what I then in- 
clined to, and the bleſſed Fruit which ſhould 
attend that Labour. Upon which, in the 
Lord's Name and Strength, I began the Work. 
But thinking I ſhould be more fully t for 
it, in ſome Reſpects, after I had heard ** 
2 | rom 
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from a Friend; 1 thought it beſt to wait a 
little, altho? I had then ſome Leiſure for the 
Work. But my waiting prov'd fruitleſs, as 

to the Particulars which 1 thought of.— And 1 
afterwards ſaw, that I thereby yielded to a 
Temptation z in neglecting, while 1 had a little 
Time, the preſent Work which the Lord encou- 
rag d me to engage in. And as I was for 
ſome Time providentially pre vented from pro- 
ceeding therein, (altho' by oe other Parts of the 
Lord's bleſſed Work: which he gave me to do) 
I fear'd my God was diſpleas d with me, for 
not improving thoſe preſent Moments which 
He gave me for that Service; and knew not, 
if He would ever let me do it. There was at 
Times, a Deſire in my Heart after the Work; 
but I ſometimes found I had loſt my Spirit 
for it, and often fear'd that it would be »/eleſs, 
if I then attempted it; but however, 1 had no 
Time for it. 

After this, I was ill, and cham thus: 
If the Time of my Diſſolution was near: 
What would I do for Chrift, before I am 
taken up to be forever with the Lord? 
And that Word was brought to my Mind, 
Well done thou good and faithful Servant , enter 
thou into the Foy of thy Lord. And inſtantly, 
glancing upon that Work which I had J eft 
undone ; thought, * That my Lord could not 
call me, Good and faithful Servant; becauſe 
a 1 had neglected doing that which He ſet me 
about. Upon which, as I was griev'd for 

oy Neglect, and fear'd, if I ſhould attempt 
the 
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| the Work now, it would be Fruitleſs; I be. 


wail'd my Negligence before the Lord, ac- 
knowledg'd his Righteouſneſs, if He ſhould 
never let me do that Piece of Service; plainly 
told him how Things at ere ſtood, and 
humbly aſk'd Him, If, notwithſtanding, 
* He would have me attempt it? — And, for- 
giving my Iniquity, He moſt graciouſly ſaid 


unto me, Open to Mx, ny Siſter, my Love, 


my Dove, my Undefiled : for my Head is filled 


with Dew, and my Locks with the Drops of 


the Night, Song v. 2. This Scripture the 
Lord apply'd to me a little Time before, a- 
bout the ſame Thing, and he was now again 
pleas'd to ſpeak to my Heart therein. By the 
firſt Clauſe, Open to M, Sc. my kind Lord, 
with moſt endearing Language, call'd me to 
engage afreſh in the Work, which I had fo 
long neglected. And by the latter Part of the 
Verſe, For my Head is filled with Dew, &c. 
He led my Thoughts to thoſe inclement Di- 
ſtillations of Error, which had fallen upon his 
Head, (his Government, to the Injury of ſeve- 
tal of the doctrinal Truths thereof) in that 
Night which had paſs'd over a Part of his 
People which I was concern'd for. And 

ſtrongly, thro' my Lord's Hand upon my 
Heart, my Bowels were moved for Him, afreſh 
to engage in that Part of his Service, As by 
this, and many other Scriptures, He ſatisfy'd 
me, It was his Mind that I fbould — Which 
fill'd my Heart with Wonder at his Grace, 
that He ſhould permit me to attempt it as 
after 


the Time of it, I was more fully acquainted 


after ſo long a Time! And tho'; in ſome Sort 
J had loſt my Strength, yet the Lord ſaid un- 
to me, Fear thou not, for I am with thee : be 
not diſmayed, for 1 am thy God: I will 
ſtrengthen thee, yea, I will belp thee, yea, 1 
will upbold thee with the Right Hand of my 
Righteouſneſs, Iſa. xli. 10. And to comfort 
me at lait, He ſaid, There ſhall not an Hair of 
your Head periſh, Luke xxi. 18. By this Text 
my Lord told me, That I ſhould loſe Nothing, 
none of the deſir'd Fruit of my Labour, tho 

I had neglected the Work /o long.— And truly 
the Lord ſo over-ruled my Delay, that during 


with thofe Errors, which I was to bear Wii. 
neſs againſt, and prepar'd me to anſwer the 
Objections made againſt his Truths. Fill'd 
now with Hope in God, Dependance on Him, 
and Reſolution for him, I deſign'd to attempt 
the Work,. e * 1320 

But ſtraightway after this I fell e, and was 
laid aſide for ſome Veełs from the deſired Ser- 
vice of my deareſt Lord. Many Promiſes he 
gave me for my Comfort, ſome of which 
ſeem'd to foretel my Recovery. And in the 
Lord's good Time, he was pleas'd to redeem 
my Life from Deſtruction, to ſtrengthen me in 
Soul and Body, and to carry me comfortably 
thro' the Work, All Praiſe to his glorious 
Name! | | 444 | BAN 4 

To this Poſtſcript, . as I ſaid above, I added 
the Letter, A Caution againft Error, &Cc. 
Many Words I had to encourage me to ſend 

| this 


. 
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this Letter in Writing at firſt, to the Perſon 
to whom it was writ, Some of which are in- 
ſerted in a Poffſeript at the End of it. And 
this Word alſo encourag'd me about it, Thou 


art my Baitle-Ax and Weapons of War, Jer. 


h. 20. 


And as to the other Letter added, Some of 


the Miſtates of the Moravian Brethren , It was 
-written at firſt, in anſwer to the Requeſt of a 
particular Perſon, who deſir'd me to inform 
him, Wherein I thought the Moravians 
<« were miftaken.” And tho' I was not ſo free 
at firſt to engage in this Work, as in ſome 
others, it being of a controverſial Nature; 


yet the Lord inclin'd me, for the Glory of his | 


Name, and the Good of Souls to attempt it, 
and with much Evidence to the Truth, and 
ſweet Pleaſure in it, He carry'd me thro! the 
Work. But when I had wrote it, having 
other Work upon Hand, I was not free to 
take the Copy of it, until the Lord brought 
this Scripture to my Mind, He that hath my 
Word, let him fpeak my Word faithfully : What 
is the Chaff to the Wheat ? ſaith the Lon p, Jer. 
xxiii. 28. The Lord's Voice to me herein 
was this: Have I given thee my Mord in 
„ this Letter: And wilt thou not ſpeak il, 
« write, preſerve, and communicate the ſame? 
* Wik chou be unfaitbful? What is the 
« Chaff of Error, to the Wheat of Truth* 
& My Truth is valuable: Wilt thou not ſpeak 
it? The Lord alſo brought to my Mind, 
That wicked and flothful Servant, who 1 
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his Lord's Money in the Earth; and what was 
ſaid unto him, Thou oug bieſt therefore to have 
put my Money 40 the Exchangers, and then at 
my Coming 1 fhould bave received mine own with 
Uſury, Matt. xxv. 27, From this the Lord 
| faid unto me, It is -my Money, my Truth, 
* which I have given thee in this Leer, to 
trade with: It is not thine, to do what hau 
« pleaſeſt with it, to hide it at 2% Pleaſure. 
Thou oughteſt to put my Money to the Ex- 
& changers, to communicate it to my People, 
« that at my Coming I may receive mine om 
« with Uſury.” From theſe two Scriptures, 
the Lord fully convinc'd me that it was my 
Duty to copy out the Letter ; and my Spirit 
was laid under fuch Awe, by the one Talent 
that was taken away from the ſlothful Servant, 
and given to him that had Ten; that I durſt 
do no other. I thought, If I did not pur 
my Lord's Money to the Exchangers, if I 
* did not ſpeak his Word faithfully; He 
might juſtly tate it from me, and uſe me no 
* more to any of his People.” And from that 
Clauſe, * Receive mine own with Uſury,”” I 
was encourag'd to hope, that if I was found 
in my Duty, my dear Lord would have Glory. 
Upon which my Heart was fully inclin'd, and 
ſweetly drawn to this little piece of Work. 
And the Copy I took at the Lord's Bidding, 
ir it at his Feet, to do what He pleaſed 
with it. aye 
Soon after, the Lord ſnew'd me, how good 
He was to me, in perſuading me to. toke the 


Copy. 
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_ Copy, For the Original being ſent to the Per. 
Ton for whom it was writ, he and others being 
diſpleas'd with it, as it oppos*d their Errors, 
it was reſolv'd among them, That it ſhould 
never be ſeen more by any Perſon. It is not 
** Fit to be ſeen :** ſaid one of them. So that, 
if J had not had the Copy, the Witneſs which 
the Lord enabled me to bear for his Truth in 
that Leiter, would have been as it were entire- 
And when the Poſtſcript to my Letter pub- 
lim'd the laſt Year, was written; it appear'd 
to me very needful, to add that Letter, A Cau- 
tion againſt Error, &c. and this, Some of the 
Miſtakes of the Moravian Brethren, to that 
Poſtſcript: Which for the Glory of God, and 
the Good of his People, I accordingly did. 
And before I put this Book, and the Book 
of Letters to the Preſs, I ſought the Lord for 
bis Bleſing upon them. But while I was be. 
fore Him, I had ſuch a Senſe of my Vilenels, 
and Unworthineſs of the great Favours which 
my Soul deſir'd, that I thought, It was in 
* ſome Sort enough for me, to be honour'd to 
© aim at God's Glory, in any little Thing 1 
did; if He ſhould pleaſe to take no Notice 
of it, and not to make any Uſe of it, 1 
thought, What am 7, that I ſhould be ſo 
< earneſt for my Books being 3lzf” Tho 
moſt ſurely I defir'd this for the Glory of God 
and the Good of Souls. But under a deep 
Senſe of my own Unworthineſs, I caſt my 


poor Books, as Mites of Duty, in Love 1 
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his Glory, at the Royal Feet of the Prince af 
Grace; to be diſpos'd of as to Uſefulneſs, ac- 
cording to his fovereign Pleaſure. And in- 
ſtead of a Word to comfort me, that He 
would bleſs them, which I at firſt deſir'd; 1 
truſted the Books in the Lord's i Hands, with 
ſweet Submiſſion and a pleaſurable Satisfaction, 
that He ſhould glorify Himſelf thereby, juſt. 
as He pleaſed; —In a little Time after this, that 
Word was brought to Mind, with an encou- 
raging Sound of glorious Grace, If any Man 
ſerve ME, Him will my Father honour, Joh. 
xii, 26, By which a Bleſing upon the Books 
was hinted to my Faith and Hope. Soon af- - 
ter, that Word was apply'd to my Heart, 7 
will ſurely do thee Good, Gen. xxxii. 12. And 
this, For I will not leave thee until I have done 
that which I have ſpoken. to thee of, Chap. 
xxviii, 15, Which pointed my Eye to the 
Word I had before, F any Man ſerve Me, 
Him will my Father honour, and further en- 
courag'd my Faith and Hope, for a Bleſſing 
upon theſe poor Books, —About this Time 
aiſo, the Lord apply'd many Promiſes to me, 
as a Child of Abraham, that were made to 
him the Father of the Faithful. Frequently 
that, Iwill make of thee a great Nation, Gen. 
xu. 2, The latter Part of the Verſe, alſo, 
the Lord was pleas'd to apply, Aud I will 
make thy Name great, and thou ſhalt be a Bleſ- 
/ng. And alſo that Promiſe made to Jacob, 
Gen, Xxviii. 14. which was thus brought to 
me, [ will ſpread thee abroad, to the Weſt and 
140 


8 RN DU 
o the Eaſt, and to the North, and to the South, from 
And that Word alſo the Lord apply*d to me and 
ſome little Time before, By Myſelf have J A. 
ſworn, That in Bleſſing I will bleſs thee, and in on tl 
multiplying I will muitiply thee, Gen. xxii. 16, 1). my [ 
And ſome of the Promiſes apply'd, ſeem'd to cx. 
look as if there would be Oppoſition made by W Tha 
ſoma, as I thought, againſt one of the Books, WM fom: 
Theſe: I have made. thee an Iron Pillar, and thro 
braſen Walls, — And they ſhall fight againſt thee, Hea 
but they ſhall not prevail againſt thee : for I an Arg 


with thee, ſaith the Lok p, to deliver thee, Jer, &c 
i. 18, 19. Whoſoever ſhall gather together a- firm 
gainſt thee; ſpall fall for thy Sake, — And every in tl 
Tongue that fhall-riſe againſt thee in Judgment, of t 
ſhalt thou condemns, Ila. liv, 15—17. And, of I 
Thou ſhalt drink, and make a Noiſe as thro man 
Wine, and devour, and ſubdue with Sling- the 
Stones, Zech. ix. 15.—And molt certainly, by Ane 
inward Temptations, I was ſet upon, Not to Lox 
publiſh the Pof/cript, &c. I thought Satan Hea 
ſeem'd to be in a Rage at me.— But fear not, xxv 
O my Soul, Since the Lord hath ſaid, I am bos 
« with thee: bei not diſmayed, for I am thy I w 
4 God. Wait uhou on thy God continually, wer 
to ſee his promis'd Goodneſs, in the Land of tht tho! 
Living; and to give Him the. Glory of all his this 
Grace, Gop ts à Refuge for thee ; Flee unio He: 
Him to hide, thee, Walk humbly with thy ber 
God; and, All his.Goodneſs (according to his Con 
Promiſe) He will make: to make to paſs before may 
theo.“ Bleſſed be the LonD God of 1jracl, " 

| 5 VV from e 
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from Everlaſting, and to Exerlaſting, Amer, 
and Amen, e YL ang SP 

Aug. 10, 1746. As J was deſiring a Bleſſing 
on the Poſtſcript, &c. that Word was bro't to. 
my Mind, Thou haſt the Dew of thy Youth, Pal. . 
cx. 3. From this I had a ſweet Perſuaſion, 
That Chriſt had receiv'd the Holy Spirit, for 
ſome of his People, to be diſtill'd upon them 
thro* that Book, And in the Evening, my 
Heart was much drawn out to aſk for a Bleſ- 
ng on. both the Books: That the Poſtſcript, 
xc might be bleſt, for inſtructing and con- 
firming ſome of the weak and wavering Saints 
in the Truth; and for the Reduction of ſome 
of thoſe fallen into Error. And that the Boat 
F Letters might be bleſt, for the Feeding of 
many of my dear Lord's tender Lambs; and for 
the Converſion of ſome Soul, or Souls, to Chriſt. 
And ſoon. after, theſe Words came in, The 
Loxp ſhall open unto thee his good Treaſure, the 
Heaven to give Rain unto thy Land, Deut. 
xxviii, 12, And, 1 will do this Thing alſo that 
thou haſt ſpoken, Exod. xxxiii. 17. By theſe 
| was encourag'd to hope, that my Requeſts 
were granted; and I pray'd the Lord to fulfil 
thoſe his good Words unto me, And ſoon. 


this Word came in with much Power, and 


Heart melting Sweetneſs, Can @ Woman forget 
ber Sucking Child, that She ſhould not have 
Compaſſion on the Son of ber Womb ? Yea, they 
may forget: Yet will not J forget thee, ſaith 
the Logd. Behold, I have graven th:e upon 
the Palms of my Hands, ani thy Walls are con- 


tinuclly 
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tinually before 1 0 Ia. Xhx. 15, 16. By infi 
which my Lord aſſur'd me, that He could ſwe 
not, would not forget me, but grant my De. Hi. 
ſires, and abundantly ſatisfy me with his great 
Goodneſs; as He had d dy'd © me on the Croſs, 
to grant me the, (efſiogs I defir'd from his On 
Throne. And with ſweet Freedom I drew ſhal 
near to my dear Lord Jeſus, as his Sucking 
Child, and pray'd Him to draw out the Breaſt, 


and let me milk out and be delighted with the WM It 
Abundance of his Love, Life, and Glory, per 
And believing in him, and thankful to him, upe 
T rejoiced in his Word, as one that had found for 
_ great Spoil. 
With theſe Two Books, the Poſtſcript and 
Ath Book of Letters, the Lord brought out ſho 
allo my Tuo Letters on Baptiſm, As from Gle 
ſome Occurrences in Providence, it ſeem'd to anc 
me, that theſe Letters might be of preſent cat 
Uſe, and that it was my Duty to print them; 
I ſought the Lord about their Publication, and ang 


for his Bleſſing thereon, And moſt kindly my 
Lord ſaid unto me, There will I give thee ny 


Loves, Song vii. 12. Theſe Words appear Po 
to be ſpoken by the Spouſe to Chriſt ; but he Lo 
was pleas'd to apply them as his Words to my hat 
Soul: And by them ſaid unto me, “ There, in ap 


*© that Path of Duty, will I give thee my Loves: 
My Blaſing upon theſe, Mites of Service, 
* and my Heart- Love therein.“ By which by | 

Lord, fatisfy'd me, that, it was his Mind tag 
I zould publiſh them, ſweetly drew me to this ang 


my Duty, and melted my Soul down with his 
* 
infinite 
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infinite Grace, Theſe Words alſo, the Lord 
ſweetly apply'd to my Heart, Iwill pour my 
Spirit upon thy Seed, and my Bleſſing upon thine 
Offspring : And they ſhall ſpring up as among 
the Graſs, and as Willows by the Water-courſes. 
One ſhall ſay, I am the LogD's : and another 
ſhall call himſelf by the Name of Jacob : and 
another ſhall ſubſcribe with his Hand unto the 
= lornp, and ſirname himſelf by the Name. cf 
Iſrael, Iſa. xliv. 3, 4, 5. Hence the Lord 
| perſuaded me, that he would pour his Spirit 
upon his People, and his Bleſſing upon his Of- 
ſpring, and upon thoſe of them in particular, 
which he had given me, to be uſeful to, by 
theſe my poor Letters; and that hereby ſome 
ſhould be encourag'd to follow bim, to his 
Glory, in his folemn Ordinance of Baptiſm, 
and therein profeſs that they were, and dedi- 
cate themſelves to be, the Lox y's.—Glory to 
the Gop of Promiſe! Thy Words were found, 
and I did eat them, and thy Word was unto me 
the Joy and Rejoicing of mine Heart. | 
April 19, 1747. My Letters on Baptiſn, 
Poſtſcript, and both my laſt Letter-books, the 
Lord hath now given me to hear, That he 
hath blzft them for the Good of Souls. —O what 
a good God, a kind Father, a bounteous Ma- 
fer, have I! Vo (in Grace) is 4 God like 
unto Thee, who pard:neth Iniquity, and paſjeth 
by the Tranſgreſſion of the Remnant of bis Heri. 
tage! Who is a ftrong Lox p like unto Thee, 
and to thy Faithfulneſs round about thee! : 
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April 23, 1747. I ſent my Letter t beir 
Mr. Cudworth to the Preſs, which is a Reph 1 and 
his Anſwer to my Poſtſcript. I thought when upo 
1 publiſh'd thar little Piece, I ſhould meet Lot 
with Oppe/ition, by ſome of the Promiſes given this 


me. And when I aid, it was no Surprize to be 
me; but what the Lord ſaid unto me before, thet 
encourag'd me, and enabled I was to plead his hol 
Promiſe with him. I thought when I had read beo: 
his publick Anſwer to my Poſtſcript, which alſ 
was very ſophiſtical, there ſeem'd to be a Call the 
of Providence for my Reply, in Vindication of Mz 
the Truth, againſt the Errors which he ad- Lo 
vanc'd. But as this would call me off from ant 
other Work, and as I don't natively delight Lo 
in Controverſy, the Proſpe& of it was not na- Sel 
turally pleaſing to me. But upon my receiv- me 
ing his little corrupt Piece, fitted to entangle the 
Souls, the Lord ſaid unto me, Riſe up my Love, ſor 
my fair One, and come away, Song ii. 10. By thi 
which he ſeem'd to call me inwardly to engage M 
in this Work of Reply, And again, the Lord 55 
ſaid to me, Open thy Mouth for the Dumb, in Li 
the Cauſe of all ſuch as are appointed io De- lea 
ruction, Prov. xxxi. 8. By this Scripture the M 
Lord hinted to me my Duty, to aſſert and po 
vindicate his Truth, for the Help of thoſe of de 
his dear Children who might be enſnar d, or U 
oppreſſed by this little erroneous Piece, and not by 
know how to extricate, or ſpeak for themſelves; tr 
and likewiſe to open my Mouth in the Cauſe L 
of all his Saints, who by this little corrupt m 
Piece are appointed to Deſtruction: All thoſe ve 


being 
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being deem' d therein, Natural Men, who have 
and plead for, Holineſs in themſelves. And 
upon reading this ſophiſtical little Piece, the 
Lord further encourag'd me to a Reply, by 
this Word, Fear thou net, for 1 am with thee : 
be not diſmayed, for I am thy God: Iwill belp 
thee, yea, I will firengthen thee, yea, I will up- 
hold thee with the Right Hand of my Righ- 
teouſneſs, Iſa. xli. 10. And by that Word 
alſo, Inaſmuch as ye bave done it to the leaſt of 
theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto mt, 
Mat. xxv. 40, By the former of theſe, the 
Lord aſſur'd me of his Help, of ſufficient Mit- 
ance for this Service. And by the latter, my 
Lord's infinite Grace, in his Acceptance of this 
Service, as done to Himſelf, was ſignify'd to 
me; and my Heart was ſweetly enlarg'd 
thereby, to engage therein, for the Good of 
ſome of the leaſt of his Brethren. For before 
this, I had ſome Diſcouragement aroſe in my 
Mind, from a Thought, * That it would not. 
be of general Uſe.“ But, Oh, when my 
Lord ſaid, Inaſmuch as ye have done it to the 
leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto 
ME ; it was enough, If He would take this 
poor little Piece of controverſial Work, as 
done to his great SELF, altho' it ſhould be of 
Uſe only to ſome foww of the very lea of his 
Brethren, I found it an All conſtraining Mo. 
live to engage therein; and eſteem'd my 
Lord's Acceptance of my poor little Work, as 
my exceeding great Reward, And towards the 
very leaſt of his Brethren, with Deſire after 

F 2 N 
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their Relief and Advantage, my Botwels wer; 
AA. US her 

Thus, encourag'd by the Lord, and truſting 
in him, I began the Work; and thro? his 
Power and Grace, was comfortably carried 
thro” it. And when finiſht, I ſought the Lord 
for his Bleſſing upon its Publication, and to 


ſay ſomewhat to me about it. And that 


Word he apply'd to my Heart, And ye ſpall 
be Witneſſes unto Mx, Act. i. 8. And that 
Word, a little Time before, the Lord ſet with 
Power on my Heart, about its Publication, I 
am with thee, Iſa. xli. 10. By theſe my gra- 
cious Lord aſſur'd me, to my Joy, that in 
this little Piece of controverſial Work, I 
thould be a Witneſs unto HIM; that his Pre- 
ſence was with me in its Out- going; and en- 


courag*d me to hope for his Bleſſing thereon. 


Lord, Remember thy Word unto thy unworthy 
Worm, upon which thou haſt cauſed me. to 
hope ! 5 e 

June 21, 1747. I ſent my Fifth Volume of 
Leiters to the Preſs. When I was about to 
ſend it, I thought it my Duty to ſeek the Lord 
for his Bleſſing thereon, and to ſay ſomewhat 
to me for my Encouragement about it. But as 
I was under various Trials, and Heavineſs of 
Spirit, by a preſſing Senſe of my own Sinful- 
neſs, I thought I was not fi to pray to the 
Lord. Nevertheleſs | attempted my Duty. 
And theſe Words were brought to my Mind, 
 Thine' Iniquity is taken away, and thy Sin 
purged, And I heard the Voice of the Lokb, 
ta | ſaying, 
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ſaying, Whom ſhall I ſend, and who will go for 
Us ? Iſa. vi. 7, 8. By the former Verſe, the 
Lord rais'd my Spirit, and deliver'd me from 
the Burden of Sin. And I thought, if the 
Lord had took away mine Iniquity, and 
| purged my Sin; I might intreat him to ſend 
me forth, by this little Book, to do ſome Ser- 
vice to his People. And while by the latter 
Verſe l heard the Voice of the Lord, ſaying, 
Whom ſhall J ſend, and who will go for Ls? 
ſaid, as the Prophet, Here am J, ſend me. I 
was encourag'd by this, Whom ſhall I ſend, 
and who will go for Us? to hope that the Lord 
had ſome Service, to be done for his dear 
Children, by my poor little Book; and hum- 
bly intreated him, to ſend me, thereby to do 
it: that his Bleſſing might attend this my 
feeble Attempt for his Glory and the Good of 
his People. Next, that Word eame to 
my Mind, For we are unto God a ſweet Savour 
of Cbriſt, in them that are ſaved, and in them 
that periſh, 2 Cor. il. 13. From hence I had 
a Heart-melting Perſuaſion, that in this little 
Book, 1 ſhould be e God a ſweet Savour of 
Chriſt. And I admir'd his infinite Grace, that 
any Service of ſo vile a Creature, ſhould be 
acceptable to. him thro? his dear Son. That 
He ſhould thus have Reſpe# to the Liſpings 
of a Babe, concerning the Glory of his Great 
gon, unto this my poor Offering, thro* the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt, having made my Perſon ac- 
cepted in Him the Beloved: As God had Re- 
ſpet unto Abel, and to his Offering, And 
1 much 
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much Glory I ſaw in the Service of God, and 4 
was drawn out to love, and defire it, as his 12 


Honour was not only thereby advanced, but " 
alſo his Haart delighted. But till I wanted to © 
know if the Lord would pleaſe to bleſs my of 
poor Book to his Children. And that Word * 
he ſweetly brought to my Heart, Let us eat ad 
and be merry, Luk. xv. 23. By which the * 
Lord hinted to me, that He would make a 1 
Feaſt for ſome of his dear Children by my poor 1. 
Book, and that He would rejoice with then : 
therein. And ſome farther Satisfaction there. 5 
in I wanted, or rather, Communion with " 
God in Love, with reſpect hereto, and I pray'd "4 
my dear Lord, to give me a Word from his 1 
che el Mouth: And He ſaid unto me, And the 4 
Roof of thy Mouth like the beſt Wine for my 

Beloved, that goeth down ſweetly, cauſing the p 


Lips of thoſe that are aſleep, to ſpeak, Song, c 
vii, 9. By which he aſſor'd me, that my Pa- F 
Aste, or ſpiritual Tofte of his Truths, as mani- S 
feſt in my little Book, ſhould be as the 5 l 
Mine for his Beloved, that goeth down ſweeth, ; 
cauſing the Lips of thoſe that are afteep, to | 
peak: To delight, and awake to Love and ] 
Praiſe, his ſlecping Children. And a Senſe of . 
the Father's Love, of the Son's, and of the 

Spirit's Love towards me herein, in thus uſing i 
this little Piece for the Good of God's People, ( 
melted my Heart, and rais'd me to admire his : 
infinite Grace, to ſo vile a Worm, The Lan. , 
guage of my Heart was, Lord, why me! 


« why me, that Thou ſhouldſt be thus — 
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4 to finful me!” Upon which my Lord ſaid, 
Thou art all fair, my Love, there is no Spot in 
thee, Song. iv. 7. Which further melted and 
delighted my Soul, and gave me a ſweet View 
of the Love of Chriſt towards me, of his hav- 
ing waſh'd me from my Sins in his own Blood, 
adorn'd me with his Righteouſneſs, and that in 
his infinite Grace, he dealt with me as one that 
was all fair in his own Beauties, But farther, 
] defir*d, that my dear Lord would pleaſe to 
bleſs my poor Book for the Converſion of 
ſome Soul, or Souls, if agreeable to his and his 

Father's Will. And theſe Words being 
brought to my Mind, gave me ſome Hope 
that He would do this Thing alſo, for which 
] had ſpoken: I have choſen thee, and not caſt 
thee away, Iſa. xli. 9. Fear not, O Jacob, 
my Servant, I will pour my Spirit upon thy 
Seed, and my Bleſſing upon thine Offspring. 
One ſhall ſay, J am the LorD*'s: and another 
ſhall call himſeif by the Name of Jacob: and 
another ſhall ſubſcribe with his Hand to the 
Lord, and firname himſelf by the Name of 1f- 
rael, Chap. xliv. 3, 5.—Wait, O my Soul, to 
ſee how thy God, will ſhew forth the exceeding 
Riches of his Grace, in Kindneſs towards thee, 
thro Chriſt Feſus! . 
May 9, 1748. Having Thoughts of ſend- 
ing my little Pieces to the Preſs, Hints of ibe 
Glory of Chriſt, as the Friend and Bridegroom 
of the Church ; and Thoughts on the Lord's Sup- 
per : I intreated the Lord to give me ſome 
Word to encourage me, if he would have them 


F. : Publiſhed. 
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publiſhed, And this Word firſt came to my 
Mind, Feed my Lambs, Joh. xx. 25. And as 
I was under Diſcouragement from my own 
Weakneſs, Sinfulneſs, and Unworthineſs, the 
Weakneſs of my poor little Pieces, and ſome 
Fears and Temptations, left they ſhould not be 
uſeful, tor the Glory of God and the Good of 
Souls; my Heart ſeem'd to draw back. But 
| theſe Words were brought to encourage me, 
O my Dove, that art in the Clefis of the Rock, 
in the ſecret Places of the Stairs, let me hear 
thy Voice, let me ſee thy Countenance; for ſweet 
is thy Voice, and thy Countenance is comely, 
Song ii. 14. He that overcometh, and keepeth 
my Works unto the End, to him will I give 
Power over the Nations: (And be ſhall rule 
them with a Rod of Iron: as the Veſſels of a 
Potter ſhall they be broken to Shivers) even as J 
received of my Father, Rev. ii. 26, 27. 


Mind of Chriſt, to hear my Voice, in the Pub- 
lication of theſe /wo little Pieces; and allo gave 
me ſome Encouragement as to o/hers I defir'd 
to publiſh: And made it plain, that it was my 
Duty to overcome by Faith, my Fears and Diſ- 
couragements, and to keep the Lord's Works, 
unto the End, the Fork that he gave me 70 
do, in Writing and Printing, for his Glory, 
and the Good of Souls: And that my Labour 
ſhould not be in vain in the Lord. This Word 
alſo encourag'd me, I will make of thee a great 
Nation, Gen. xii. 2. And this likewiſe, with 
Heart-melting Power was brought to my 

Sh nh Mird, 


Which ſweetly perſuaded me, that it was the 
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Mind, I have choſen thee, and not caſt thee 
away, Iſa. xli. . With reſpect to the largeſt 
of theſe little Pieces, I was under ſome Diſ- 
couragement, as I thought it had not beeri ſo 
uſeful to the Perſon to whom I ſent it in MS. 
as I wiſhed, But to encourage me concerning 
that, and its Publication; (and other ſuch like 
Things, wherein I had, or might attempt any 
Thing for the Glory of God and the Good of 
Souls, and. not inſtantly ſee a wiſh'd Effect, 
and my Deſires fulfilled as to particular Per- 
ſons and Things:) this Word was bro't, 7 
the Son of Peace be there, your Peace ſhall reſt 
upon it; if not, it ſhall turn to you again, 
Luk. x. 6. The Hint I receiv'd, was this: 
That I qught to wiſh well o, and ſeek the 
* Good of Souls, for the Glory of God; and if 
* my} Attempts, according to his revealed 
Vill, were according to the Purpoſe of his 
* ſecret Will, as to the Perſons and Things I 
* aim'd at; He would ſucceed them: If not, 
my Peace, my Labour of Love, ſhould turn 
unto me again,; not as being in vain in the 
Lord, but as accepted by him, and to be re- 
warded of him: Or, that He would eſtecia 
* of my weak Attempts of Duty, in Love to 
* his Glory, as if I had thereby done ſomething 
for his Honour, and the Good of Souls.*— 
Elſe, I ſaw, that many of the Labours, of 
ſome of the Servants of Chriſt, yea, even of 
the Son of God, in the Days of his Fleſh, 
would have been in vain. As under Diſcou- 
ragement, ſome of the great Servants of 
| 3 Chrit, 
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Chriſt, have been ready to ſay. But well our 
glorious Lord, knows how to ſympathize with 
every Servant of his, great or ſmall, that is 
tried in this Regard ; in that He Himſelf, on 
Account of the little Succeſs of his Miniſtry to 
the Jews, was tempted in this Point like as we 
are, tho' without Sin. But in the Foreview of 
it, he is brought in thus ſpeaking, Then I ſaid, 


1 have laboured in vain, I have ſpent my Strength 


for Nought, and in vain, Iſa. xlix. 4. But the 
reading of what our Lord adds, which encou- 
rag'd Him, was at this Time ſtrengthening 


and ſweet unto. me: Yet ſurely my Judgment is 
with the LorD, and my Work with my Gad. 


And now ſaith the Lox b, that formed me from 
the Womb to be his Servant, to bring Jacob a- 


gain to bim, Tho Iſrae] be not gathered, yet 
fall ] be glorious in the Eyes of the Lox p, aud 


my God ſhall be my Strength, Ver, 4, 5.— 
Thus was I encourag'd to put my little Pieces 
to the Preſs —O my Gop, ſucceed my weak 
Labours, and do for me exceeding abundantly, 
more than I can aſk or think! /- 

June 6, 1748. I ſent my Sixth Volume of 
Letters to the Preſs, And upon ſeeking the 


Lord for ſome Encouragement as to its Publi- 


cation, He was pleas'd to perſuade my Heart, 
that He was with me therein as my God: and 
that I ſhould be unto lim in that Service, a 


ſeoeet Savour of Chriſt: And upon intreating 


him for a Bleſing thereby 9 175 precious Souls, 
He ſaid unto me, in the Infinity of his Grace, 


what 
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what ſhall I render to the Lok p for all bis 
Benefits a net er 
Aug. 12. I ſought the Lord, to know if he 
would pleaſe to have the Appendix I had writ- 
ten to my Pamphlet, [Some Thoughts about 
Faith in Chriſt : &c.] publiſhed. And by the 
following Scriptures brought to my Mind, I 
was perſuaded and ſatisfy'd, that it was the 
Lord's Will, that it ſhould appear in Print. 
Now they have known that all Things whatſo- 
ever thou baſt given Me, are of Thee, For 1 
have given them the Words which thou gaveſs 
Me, and they have received them, Joh, xvi. 
7, 8. The Hint I receiv'd from hence was 
this: That as our great Lord, gave to his 
Diſciples, the Words which his Father gave 
him, which they received, and whereby they 
knew that all Things which his Father gave 
him, which he had declared to them, were of 
God : So that I, his poor Worm, after the 
Example of my great Lord, ſhould be faithful 
in declaring to my Bre/hren, the Things which 
he had given unto me; and that-thro* his 
Bleſſing thereon, they might know the Things. 
(and this of the Command of Faith given to 
all Men in the Goſpel, as being one of thoſe) 
that the Father gave to Chriſt, Then this 
Word came in, Now He that miniſtreib Seed 
to the Sower, increaſe the Fruits of your 
Righteouſneſs, 2 Cor. ix. 10. From whence I 
was inſtructed, That as the Lord had mini- 
ſired to me ſome farther Light into this his 
Truth, I ought to ſow it, in its Publication, 
8 F 6 than 
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that thro". his Bleſſing thereon, there might be 
a farther increaſe of Light among his People. 


This Word alſo, gave me ſome Pleaſure, And 
might perfect that which is lacking in your 


Faith, 1 Theſ. iii. 10, I thought if the 
Lord would pleaſe to 2ſ what I had written, 


to help the Faith of any his Servants in this 


Particular ; how great a Bleſſing it would be 
to me!] And while my Heart was thus work- 
ing to the Lord's People, this Word dropt on 
my Mind, He, that in theſe Things ſerveth 


Chriſt, is acceptable to God, Rom. xiv. 18. 


A Thought of ſerving Chriſt, in what I had 
written, ſweetly inclined my Heart to its Pub- 
lication, And that Word came in with Sweet- 
neſs, And where 1 am, there ſhall alſo my Ser- 
_ vant be, Joh. xii, 26. And what our Lord 


ſpake of himſelf, and of the Work which the 
Father gave him to do, encourag'd me to 


publiſh what I had written: I muſt work ibe 
Forks of him that ſent me, while it is Day: the 
Night cometh when no Man can work, Joh. 1x. 4. 
But (till I wanted, and intreated the Lord to 
ſpeak to me concerning this Work, in ſome 
Word, with greater Power, unto fuller Satis- 
faction, and Heart-melting Influence. Upon 
which he ſaid, Thou art Gilead (an Heap of 
Witneſs) unto Me, Jer. xxii, 6. Which 
ſweetly melted my Heart, and fill'd me with 
joyful Wonder at his infinite Grace, to a 
Creature ſo unworthy, to a Sinner ſo vile; and 
made me cry out, Lord, why me] Why me! 


How is it that thou ſhouldſt be thus gracious 


uni 
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ants me! I admir'd and ador'd his boundleſs 
Love and: Grace, in which he ch'd for me, 
not only to ſave me from Hell, and to bring 
me to Heaven; but alſo, that he might em- 
ploy me in his Vork, while in my Time: State. 
And that he ſhould herein do ſo much for me, 
give me ſo many little Pieces to bring our for 
Him, and then in his infinite Condeſcenfion, 
account me therein, as an Heap of Witneſs unto 
Him! And falling down before him, I bleſt 
his Name, that as a God Hearing Prayer, he 
had given me ſo full an Anſwer. And'l gave 
him my little Self, in all my little Service, as 
the Purchaſe of his Blood, and pray'd him to 
pardon, and accept me in this little Thing I 
had juſt finiſnt, and that he would make it a 
Bleſſing to his dear People.—And to comfort 
me concerning its Weakneſs, this Word was 
given me, That Thou giveſt, they gather, Pf. 
_ civ. 28. And concerning its Uſefulneſs, this 
Word, The LORD hall increaſe you more and 


more, Pſal. cxv. 14. Remember, O Lord, the 1 


Word to thy Worm, upon which thou baſt 
cauſed me to hope | . . e 

Aug. 13. I was troubled, that thro* Hurry 
I had not ſo fully ſought the Lord, as I ſhould, 
before I ſent my Sixth Volume of Letters to 
the Preſs; and likewiſe, that I did not write 
down the Encouragement I then had from the 
Lord, till fome Time after, when I did not 
tully remember all that he ſaid to me. And 
my Spirit was much preſt with a Senſe of my 
Sin, in neglecting the ſame, and of that great 
| Lols 
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Lofs I might ſuſt ain thereby; in that if 1 
had been more earneſt with God in Prayer, 


Manner ſor the good Words of his Grace, I 
might have receiv'd a greater Bleſſing, with 


WU roſpedt to that Book. And in the midſt of 


my Pejection, a Thought came into my Mind, 
N © That it was not too late now, the Book 
vas not finiſht, and the Lord was 4 God 
© merciful and gracious, I might ſeek him 
<. for a Bleſſing on it till. But oh how it re- 
viv'd me to think, that there was yet Room 


for me to ſeek God, before the Book came out! 


| With joyful Haſte, I fell down before the 
Lord, humbled myſelf for my Sin, and took 


Fold on his Covenant, wherein he has ſaid, 
Iwill be merciful to their Unrighteouſneſs, and 
their Sins and their Iniquities I will remember 
no more. And I pray'd him, as The Loxy, 
tbe Loxp God, merciful and gracious, for- 


giving Iniquity, Tranſgreſton and Sin, flow to 
Anger, and abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, 
to extend his infinite Grace, over all my a- 


bounding Sin, in granting me a Bigſing now 


on this poor Book, for the Glory of his own 
Name, and the Good. of his dear People. 
And while I was before him, He was gra- 


_— pleas'd to ſay to me, And the Roof 


— Mouth like the beſt Wine for my Be- 
2 that goeth down fweetly, caufing' the Lips 
of thoſe that are aſleep, io ſpeak; Song vil. 9. 


Which ſweet'y melted my Heart, while I 


receiv'd it as a full Anſwer of my Prayer, 
from 


= had waited upon him in a more particular 
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from the God of all Grace, that he would 57% | 
this poor Book, to his dear Children. For 1 
had intreated my great Lord, to bleſs it to his 
tender Lambs, to inſtruct, revive and comfort 
them thereby, as their various Caſes required: 
and likewiſe to make it a Bleſſing to every Soul 
that might read the Book ; and particularly 1 
deſir'd the Converſion of Souls thereby. But as 
] thought the Word did more peculiarly re- 
ſpe& the Edification of the Saints, which the 
Lord promis'd me by that Book; I thank'd 
and bleſt him for ſuch a gracious Anſwer to 
my Requeſt in that Regard; and earneſtly I 
pray d him to grant a Bleſſing of Life thereby, 
upon ſome dead Sinners, and to give me ſome 
Word of Encouragement as to this. I was 
directed to caſt myſelf. upon my Lord's Grace, 
for the Grant of my Deſires, to be dealt with 
by ſovereign Grace, as ſhould be moſt for its 
own Glory. And ſoon after, this Thought 
came into my Mind, That as I had ap- 
© pealed unto Grace; unto Grace I ſhould go.” 
And ſome Degree of Encouragement and Reſt 
it gave to my Heart. But I found ſuch an 
Earneſtneſs of Spirit, that I knew not how to 
let my Lord go, except he bleſk me, in con- 
verting ſome Souls by my poor Book, and gave 
me ſome Word to encourage me about it. I 
pleaded the Infinity of his Grace, the Immen- 
ſity of his Fulneſs, that he would not be the 
poorer, if he granted my Deſire, nor the richer 
if he deny'd my Requeſt; and pray'd him as 
the 


hahted my Heart. 
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the God of Compaſſi ions, the to ſend a needy, 
thirſty Soul, away empty. I aſk'd him, „ If 


„ jt would not be to 2 endleſs Praiſe by Men 


and Angels, if He glorify'd his Grace, in 


thus working by ſuch a little, vile, unwor- 
thy Worm!” And tho' I deſir'd to ak 


with Submiſſion to his Will, yet I knew not 
how to be deny'd. * Oh, thought 1, my 
Lord can, he can be thus gracious to me; 
* He is Able to do ibis.“ And while my Heart 


was thus working, He ſaid unto me, I will 


make of Thee a great Nation, Gen. Xil, 2. 
No ſooner almoſt had I ſaid, My Lord can, 
He can; but He ſaid, I will; 1 Jil make of 
thee a great Nation. Which melted, and de- 
That Word alſo came in, 
Tus ſhall it be done to the Man whom the King 
delighteth to honour, Eſth. vi. 9. O this 
Word, Detighteth,"'that che Lord ſhould de- 


light to be gracious unto me, affected me 


much. And as I had aſk'd the Favour I re- 


queſted of the Father, in the Name of Chrif, 


and was thinking that my Lord would inter- 
cede for me, this Word came in, We have 


_ the Mind of Chriſt, 1 Cor. ii. 16. Which led 


me to the Promiſes he had given me, and per- 
ſuaded me, that he had therein ſpoke his 
Mind; and that it was indeed his Deſign to 
bleſs this poor Book, for the Good of Souls, 


_ the Edification of his Saints, and gave me 
for the Converſion of Sinners thereby. 


Upen which J ador'd and bleſt him, _ 
pray'd 
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ray'd him to remember his Word, upon which 
b had cauſed me to bope.— Oh my Lord, ſatisfy 
a longing, waiting Soul, with thy great Goods. 
neſs; To the Praiſe of the Glory of thy Grace! 
May 10, 1749. I ſought the Lord about 
the Publication of my Sev-1/b V ume of Let- 
ters: And He was pleas'd to ſay to me, with 
reſpect to this Service, J have choſen thee, 
and not caſt thee away, Ifa. xli 9. Whatſo- 
ever thy Hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
Might, Eccleſ. ix. 10. And, Be ſtedfaſt, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the Work of 
the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that your La- 
our is not in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
By theſe Words I was directed and excited to 
publiſh this Volume, and my Duty. and Pri- 
vilege therein, were ſweetly hinted to me: 
For which I gave Thanks. And I intreated 
my dear Lord, to grant his Bleffing upon this 
little Piece, for the Feeding of his tender Lambs, 
and the Converſion of Souls; and to give me 
ſome Word to-encourage my Faith and Hope 
therein. And He was pleas'd to ſay, I will 
give Men for thee, and People for thy Life, 
Iſa. xlii, 4. By this J was caus'd to hope, 
that the Lord would give me ſome Souls to 
be uſeful to, by this Book, for the Life of my 
Joy in Him, But ſomething farcher I wanted 
my Lord to ſay to me, about his granting me 
his Bleſſing on this my weak Labour. And 
by theſe Words he was pleas'd to raiſe my 
Faith and Hope, Prov. x. 21, Iſa. liv, x, Sc. 
| Chap. 


Chap. Ix. 1, 3. And to aſſure me thereof, 


i. 5, And, In bleſſing, I will Bleſs thee, and 
in multip'ying Iwill multiply thee, Gen. xxii. 1). 
And that Word, with a ſweet Soul- melting 
Power, dropt on my Mind, Theu haſt ra- 


one of thine Eyes, with one Chain of thy Neck, 
Song iv. 9. This Word came in while I was 
ſeeking for a Bleſſing on my poor Book; and 
I tho't, that it was a glorious Reward of my 
feeble Work, if my Lord's Heart was pleas'd 
therewith, and delighted with my Faith and 
Love therein, But I pray'd him, if He took 


bleſs it unto Souls, And moſt graciouſly by 
= the former Words, he granted my Deſire, 
and aſſur'd me of my Requeſt.— After this, I 
intreated my dear Lord Jeſus, to ſpeak to my 
Heart, and to tell me the Thoughts that were 
in His, that very Inſtant, concerning my Per- 
ſon and Work, as waſh'd in his Blood, and 
cloth'd with his Beauties, and to ſeal his Love 
with a Kiſs. Humbled I was, under a deep 
Senſe of my Unworthineſs of fo high a Fa- 
vour ; but I pleaded the Freeneſs and Exube- 
rance of his Grace, to the chief of Sinners. 


Throne at God's Right Hand, in infinite Con- 
deſcenſion granted my Petition, and caſt his 
Royal Favour, upon vile, unworthy me! He 
ſaid unto me, Thou art all-fair, my wa 

9 there 


by, Iwill not fail thee, nor forſake thee, Joſh, © 


viſhed my Heart, my Siſter, my Spouſe, with 


Pleaſure in this poor York, that he would 


And the Lord of Glory, from his exalted 
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there is no Spot in 'thee, Song iv. 7. By 
which my Lord affur'd me of my Beauty in 
bis Eye, and Intereſt in his Heart, And then 
He added, How much better is thy Love than 
Wine! and the Smell of thine Ointments than 
all Spices! Ver, 10. Which amazing Words 

ol infinite Grace, ſpoke to my Heart with a 
ſweet Soul-melting Efficacy, humbled me in 
the Duſt before him, for my poor, low, Little 
Love to him, and rais'd me into Wonder, Joy 
and Praiſe, that my great Lord, ſhould thus 
regard and delight in it, and by an amazing 

Sloop of infinite Favour, thus graciouſly ac- 
quaint me, that wy weak imperfect Love, was 
to Him, better than Wine! and the Smell of 
mine Ointments than all Spices! That my un- 
worthy Perſon, and this my poor Service, as 
cleanſed by his Blood, and array'd with his 
Beauties, were his Hear!'s Delight !—And as 
J had aſked a Bleſſing on my poor Book of 
the Father, in the Name of Chriſt ; my Lord 
aſſur d me of his Grace, likewiſe, in the Grant 
of it, and of the Father's being of the ſame 
Mind with Him, in what he had ſaid unto me: 

y that Word, my Father and I are one, Joh. 
x. 30. Who is a God like unto Thee, that © 
pardoneth Iniguity, and paſſeth by the Tranſ- 
greſſion of the Remnant of his Heritage, Let 
thy Mercy O Lox p be upon me, and thy Bleſ- All 4 
7 0 1 my poor Work, according as I truſt | 
in 1hee! | | | 


June 
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June 29, 1749. Having Thoughts of ſend- 
ing to the Preſs my ſecond Volume of Letters 
to an Honourable Gentleman; J ſought the 
Lord for his Direction and Bleſſing ; and that 
- he would pleaſe to ſpeak to my Heart in 
ſome or other of the precious Words of his 
Grace, And the Lord bro't this to my 
Mind, Feed thy People with thy Rod, — let 
them feed in Baſhan and Gilead, Mich. vii. 14, 


By which I had a ſweet Hint, That God the 


Father, had granted to his Son Jeſus, to feed 
his People with his Rod, or Governing Power, 
by his own precious Truths, in my poor little 
Book; and that thereby they ſhould feed as 
upon Baſhan and Gilead, the High Mountains of 
Iſrael. By this my Duty to bring it out, and 
my Privilege therein, were hinted to me, For 
which I Zl ihe Lord, and intreated him to 
Bleſs the Book, for the Edification of the Saints, 
and the Converfien of ſome Sinners. Then this 


= 


Word came in, God. is able to make all Grace 


| abound towards you, 2 Cor. ix. 8. Grate, 


uited my great Unworthineſs, and all Grace, 
my extenſive Defres of Uſefulneſs, unto Saints 
and Sinners, and encourag'd my Hope as to 
both. And for both, I caſt my/e/f upon this 
All- Grace, or All. ſaſficient Grace, to be dealt 
with thereby, as ſhould be moſt for the Praiſe 
of its own Glory. Theſe Words alſo, the 
Lord ſpake to me, Loveſt thou ME? Feed my 
Lambs, Joh. xxi. 13. Jnaſmuch as ye have 
done it to the Leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye "= 

8 %% 


N . itt 
it unto Mz, Matt. xxv. 40. The Lord ſent a 
Word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon 
Iſrael, By which my Love to Chriſt, and 
Deſire to feed his Lambs, were drawn out, 
and a ſweet Perſuaſion given me, that the 
Lord would feed them by my poor Book, that 
he thereby ſent a Word unto them, that ſhould 
light upon them; and that what I deſired to 
do for them, He would take as done to Him- 
ſelf. His gracious Acceptance of this my weak 
Labour, was likewiſe ſignify*d to me by that. 
Word, Gop  accepteth thy Works, Eccl. ix. 7. 
And as I defir'd to do much for my Lord, by 
this little Book, while, to exalt his Grace, He 
did much for me as to its Uſefulneſs : He ſaid 
unto me, What wilt thou that I ſhall do unto 
thee? Luk. xviii, 32. Upon which the Lan- 
guage of my Heart was, Lord, take the 
„ Book into thy own Hand, and feed thy 
« Lambs, and convert ſome Soul, or Souls, 
« thereby.” Then He ſaid, Be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt, Matt. xv. 28. Thy Faith 
hath ſaved thee, go in Peace, Luk. vii. 50. 
And as for the Grant of my Requeſts, I hoped 
in his Word; Sol long'd to have his Love 
| ſhed abroad in my Heart, and that he would tell 
me the preſent Thoughts of his Heart, con- 
cerning me and my poor Work, if He lov'd and 
delighted therein. Which great Favour, I 
aſked of the Lord, and that He would ſpeak 
like Himſelf, unto Heart-melting Influence. 
And tho' my dear Lord had faid ſo much to 
me, 


| > me, yet if He ſpake not thus again to me, ] 
knew not how to be ſatisfied. Ard as for a 
ſtall Moment, He ſeem'd to hide Himſelf 


from me, I mourn'd my Vileneſs and Unwor. 


thineſs, and pleaded his Grace, Then this 
came in, Thou art ever with me, and all that 
I have is thine, Luk. xv. 35. It was as if 
my Lord had ſaid, © If I don't manifeſt my- 
« ſelf to thee ſo fully at this Time, at ſome 


« Seaſons, thou haſt an entire and eternal In- 


4 tereſt in Mz, and my PFulneſs.” This ſtay'd 
my Heart; but yet I wanted my Lord's ma- 
nifeſted Love. Then He ſaid unto me, There 
will I give thee my Loves, Song vii. 12, The 
Words again, of the Spouſe to Cbriſt, my 
Lord took, and made them his own to me; 
and thereby aſſur'd me, That Zhere, in that 
Service, He would give me His Loves, the 
various Diſplays, and Flows, of his infinite 
Favour, in Bleſſing my poor Book, for the 
Good of Souls: For which I humbly gave 
Thanks. But till, I wanted a farther Open- 
ing of his Heart, and knew not how to go 
from Him, unleſs He drew near, and ſpake 
with greater Power to my Soul. My Spirit 
grieved, and as it were dy'd for want of his 
Favour, Then, in his boundleſs Grace, my 
Lord drew nigh, and ſaid, I am come into my 
Garden, my Siſter, my Spouſe; I have gather'd 


my Myrrh with my Spice, I have eaten my 


| Honey comb with my Honey, I have drank my 
Wine with my Milk: Eat, O Friends, drink, 
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yea, drink abundantly, O beloved, Song v. 1. 
And by theſe All gracious Words, ſpoke to 
my Heart with a Soul-melting Power and 
Sweetneſs, I was abundantly ſatisfy'd. 1 had 
what I wanted, my Lord, and his Love: I 
had Him in Communion, and his Love in 
Enjoyment. And Oh how I admir'd his 
Grace, that He ſhould call me, his vile Worm, 
His Siſter, his Spouſe! That He ſhould aſſure 
me of his Delight, his preſent Delight, in my 
perſon and Service, that He had eaten and 
drank, and made Himſelf a Feaſt, as it were, 
upon his own Proviſions, in his unworthy 
Worm, and my poor Work! And that 
from the Delight He took herein, He would 
likewiſe feaſt his Favourites, and ſay, Eat O 
Friends, drink, yea drink abundantly, O be- 
loved Then I fell down before Him, ador'd 
and bleſt him for this ſweer, this full, An- 
ſwer of Prayer ; humbled myſelf at his Foot, 
for my Vileneſs and Unworthineſs; lamented 
my Unprofitableneſs, that there were ſo little 
in me and my poor Service, to delight my 
Lord's Heart; and pray*d him to extend his 
Grace, according to his Word,— Lord, ſay, 
AMEN. And let me ſay, with thy Saints and 
Angels, HALLELUjan! To Him that fits 
upon the Throne, and to the Laws, be Bleſſing 
and Honour, and Glory and Power, forever and 
ever, Amen! g . 
Fuly 17, 1749. J ſought the Lord about 
copying for the Preſs Short Notes on the Love 


of 
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of Chrift, from Eph. iii. 19. And by theſe 
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Words was excited thereto, Every Scribe which 
is inſtructed unto the Kingdom of Heaven, is like 
unto an Houſholder, that bringeth forth out of 
his Treaſure Things new and old, Matt. xiii. 52. 
And at our Gates are all manner of Pleaſant 


Fruits, new and old, which I have laid up for 


Thee, O my Beloved, Song vii. 13. 1 have 
choſen you, and ordained you, that you ſhould 
go and bring forth Fruit, and that your Fruit 


ſhould remain, Joh. xv. 16. Whatſoever thin 
Hand findeth to do, do it with thy Might, Eccleſ. 
ix. 10. Theſe are alſo Proverbs of Solomon, 


which the Men of Hezekiah King of Judah co. 


pied out, Prov. xxv. 1. Loveſt thou Mz ?— 


Feed my Lambs, Joh. xxi. 15, Theſe Words 
encourag'd me to copy out what I had written 
of the Love of Chriſt, &c. with ſome ſmall 
Additions, which I purpos'd to place at the 
End of a little Piece, I had Thoughts of Re- 
ee But as I was under a humbling 


enſe of my own Vileneſs, Unwotthineſs and 
Weakneſs, and the little I had ſaid, or could 


ſay, on ſo great a Subject, I wanted the Lord 
to ſay ſomething farther to me, to aſſure me 
it was my Duty to take the Copy I had 
Thoughts of, in order to its Publication : And 
by that Word, apply'd to my Heart, I was 
fully ſatisfied, This ſhall be written for th! 
Generation to come: and the People which ſhall 
be created, ſhall praiſe the Lok b, Pſal.cii. 18. 
For which humbly and joy fully I gave 15 


RP 145 
—O my Lord, of thy condeſcending Grace, go 
with me into, and carry me thro' the Work, to 
thy Praiſe ! Do Good in thy good Pleaſure there- 
by unto ſome of Thine! And ſay of thy little 
Worm, among the reſt of thy better Children, and 
greater Servants, I am glorified in them |! 

Aug. 3, 1749. Having copied my [Votes on 
the Love of Chriſt, as above, and Thoughts of 
adding them to my little Piece, The Hurt that 
Sin doth to Believers, which I had a Deſire to 
Re- print; as when firſt printed, I chiefly de- 
ſign'd it for England, and almoſt all the Co- 
pies were, by Miſtake, ſent into America, when 
my dear Huſband went: I ſought the Lord 
for his Direction and Bleſſing. And while l 
was before him, this Word dropt on my Heart, 
with great Power and Sweetneſs, Yea, faith 
the Spirit, Rev. xiv. 13. By which I receiv'd 
an Intimation, as to their Publication, and the 
Lord's Bleſſing thereon. O this, Yea, ſaith 
the Spirit] melted my Heart, humbled me 
before the Lord, and engag'd me to praiſe 
him: To give Thanks to the Father, who 
ſends the Spirit in Chriſt's Name; to the Son, 
who dy'd and lives, that He might ſend him; 
and to the Holy Ghoſt, who comes as ſent, 
who would come, and bleſs theſe weak La- 
bours, of his vile, unworthy, Hell deſerving 
Worm! 1 took the Words, as a Grant of thæt 
Bleſſing, my Soul ſought : Which I tho't ex- 
tended to the Mbole of what I deſir'd to pub- 
iſh, in this Piece, —But I wanted the Lord :o 
G | ſay 
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ſay ſomewhat to me in particular, to the for- 
mer and the latter Parts, of this intended 


Book. And for the former Part, The Hurt of 


Sin, and The Word of Intreaty, at the End of 
it, He was graciouſly pleas'd to hint both my 
Duty and Privilege in its Publication, by that 
Word, [weetly apply d to my Heart, Waſh 
one another's Feet, Joh. xiii. 14, And by 
this alſo, my Lord's Pleaſure with my feeble 
Attempi, notwithſtanding my Unworthineſs, 
was ſignify'd to me. And as I was praying 
for his Bleſſing upon this, and the latter Part, 
| Notes on the Love of Chriſt, He ſaid unto me, 
Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo, Chap. xiv. 19 


By which I was ſweetly perſuaded, that 4g 


cauſe Chriſt lives for me at God's Right Hand, 

I ſhould live alſo ; Rejoice for the Conſolation, 
which He would miniſter to his dear Children, 
by what I had written, of his Knowledge- 
paſſing Love, which my Heart pray'd for. 
And for a Bleſſing on the Improvement thence 
made, to poor Sinners, I likewiſe pray'd. 
And ſoon that Word dropt on my Heart, The 
Dead fhall hear the Voice of the Son of Cod; 

and they that hear, ſhall live, Joh. v. 25. By 
which I was encourag'd to hope, that my 
Lord would ſpeak Himſelf by his own Truths, 
in the feeble Lines I had written, to the Hearts 
of ſome dead Sinners. And that Word alſo 
was bro't to my Mind, The Lok D was with 
Samuel, and did let none of his Words fall to the 
Cr. und, 1 Sam, iti, 19, Which gave me 
| Hope, 


44% tn IX e 


2 


APPENDIX. 149 


Hope, that the Lord would bleſs the hole of 
what He gave me to ſay for Him in this 
Book, And as I was humbled before him, 
under a Senſe of my Littleneſs and Vileneſs, 
and told the Lord, That I was not a Sa- 
* muel, one of his Prophets, or great Servants, 
« but one of the leaft and laſt, and worſt of 
cc his Children :** He ſaid unto me, I have 
choſen thee, and not caſt thee away, Iſa. xli. . 
As to Uſefulneſs, in this poor Book ; as I took 
it, Which melted my Heart, and 1 pray'd 
him to exalt his Grace, to work by it, for the 
Glory of his great Name, and ſecure to Him- 
ſelf all the Praiſe. Then that Word was bro't 
O Naphtali, ſatisfy'd with Favour, and full 
with the Bleſſing of the Lox : poſſeſs thou the 
Weſt and the "South, Deut. xxxiii. 23. By 
which a ſweet_ Hint was given me, of the 
Grant of all that Bleſſ ing on my poor Book, 
that my Soul defir'd; to my full Satisfaction 
with Favour, and Poſſeſſion of that happy 
wondrous Lot aſſign'd me. And ſoon after, 
that Word dropt on my Mind, Bebold, I and 
the Children which the Lok op hath given me, 
are for Signs, and for Wonders in Iſrael ; from 
the LORD of Hoſts, which dwelleth in Moun! 
Zion, Iſa. vii. 18. Which fill'd my Heart 
with a precious abiding Saveur, of the won 
drous Grace of God, caſt upon Chriſt, his Fir/}- 
born Son, and thro' Him upon all his Junior 
Brethren, his given Children; and ſo upon me, 
the Lord's little One, in relation to Chr: 155 
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with reſpect to this, my litile Service. O how 
ſtweet was it, is it to me, That in all the won- 


drous Grace, caſt upon me thro' Chriſt, in all 4 
my Work appointed, and Succeſs granted, I 7 
| ſhare the ſame with Him! That | am wih 0 

. Him, in my proper Sphere, in my little Mea- 

ſure, for a Sign, and for a Wonder ; (of infi- < 


rite Kindneſs, of omnipotent Favour :) from 
' the LoxD of Hoſts, which dwelleth in Mount 
Zion !—Amen! HaLLELUjan! 

Thus have I given ſome Account of the / 
Lord's Loving-kindrieſs towards me, in bring- 
ing out Twelve more of my little Books; and 


| alſo hinted what I had from HIM, to encou- d 
| rage me in their Publication —From which I 
| hope, my dear Friends in Chriſt, will ſee how t 
greatly the Lord lov'd me, in bringing out my , 
| liwle Pieces; and be able to judge of my Mo- | 
tives to appear in Print; and alſo hence be in- 
duced to form ſimilar Ideas concerning thoſe 
few more, that may yet ſee the Publick Light. 8 
As what I may have from God about Thoſe, 
don't at preſent think to publiſh. And to 
ſhew the complete Number of my Books now 
extant, I ſhall add the latter to the former, ; 
with their Names, as they came out in | 
Order. FE 1 


XXII. Letters on Spiritual Subjefs, and 
divers Occaſions: ſent to the Rev, Mr. George 
i/hiefield, and others, &c. Vol. III. 


XXIII. 
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XXIII. A Poſtſcript io a Letter late'y pub- 
liſhed, on the Duty and Privilege of a Believer, 
To live by Faith, and to improve his Faith un- 
to Holineſs : &c. 

XXIV. Letters on Spiritual Subjefs, and 
divers Occafions : &c. Vol. IV. 

XXV. Brief Hints concerning Baptiſm : &c. 

XXVI. A Letter to Mr William Cudworth : 
In Vindication of the Truth, from his Miſrepre- 
ſentations :—Being a Reply to his Anſwer io the 
Poſt [cript of a Letter lately publiſhed : &c. 

XXVII. Letters on Spiritual Subjects, and 
divers Occaſians: &c. Vol. V. 

XXVIII. Hints of the Glory of Chriſt, os 
the Friend and Bridegroom of the Church: Frcm 


the Seven laſt Verſes of the Fifth Chapter of Se- 
lomon's Song: &c. 


XXIX. Thoughts on the Lord's Supper : &c. 

XXX. Letters on Spiritual Subjects, and d.“ 
vers Occaſions: &c. VOL. VI. 

XXXI. An Appendix 10 a Pampblet, entitled, 
Some Thoughts about Faith in Chriſt : &c. 

XXXII. Letters on Spiritual Subjefts, and 
divers Occafions : &c. Vol. VII. 

XXXIII. Letters ſent to an Honourable Gen 


tleman, kl the Encouragement ot Fand. 
Vor. II. 


Tarst Books were diſperſed; in Exgland ; | 
and the moſt if not every one of theſe, with 
the former, which before, and together 'with 
on, were here diſperſed abroad; The Lord 


G 3 hath 
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hath now given me to hear, that they have been 
much Zl:ft unto ſome Souls, And I truſt they 
are bleſt, and ſhall be bleſſed in Time to come, 
Even in England, my good Gop, had greatly 


bleſt my poor Writings, before any of my 


Books were ſent into America: Tho' I had not 
ſo full a Knowledge of it then, as hath been 
given me ſince; and was under Diſcourage- 
ment, from the Oppoſition I met with from 


| ſome, and fearing the Books were of but little 


Uſe to others, But the Lord wrought for me, 


tho" it was out of my Sight, and brought it 


to my View, when I had moſt Need of the 
Conſolation.— And ſince I heard of the Lord's 
uling my former Books, for the Inſtruction and 
Comfort of ſome Souls, and for the Conver- 
fon of others; I think the /atter, have been 
more extenſively bleſt, for the Edification of 
S7ints, for the Relief and Refreſhment of our 


dar Lord's tender Lambs. O marvellous 


Grace, to a Creature the moſt unworthy ! 


Unbounded, All- ſurmounting Mercy, to a 
Sinner deſerving the utmoſt AMzſery! Thus 
in England hath the Lord my Father, ſhewn 


the exceeding- Riches of his Grace, in Kinane/s 
towards me thro* Chriſt Jeſus !-—Nor was Eng- 
land a Place large enough, to anſwer the vaſt 
Deſigns of his Loving Kindneſs to unlovely 
me; but to other Nations, and even to Ameri- 
ca, muſt my Books be ſent, and there alſo 
»left O wondrous Lot, aſſign'd me in fur, 
prizingly Free, and Infinite Favour ! Ha 

| | : 
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tho' leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, and the 
chief of Sinners: So great hath been the Grace 
of Gop towards me! So great hath been his 
romis'd Goodneſs, his Covenant Faithfulneſs! 
And ſtill his infinite Kindneſs, is to me ex- 
tended, and in it He hath ſpoken of great 
Things concerning me, for a great while to 
come! Praiſe to that Grace, which reigns 
thro Righteouſneſs, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord! 
—] am to give, 

Secondly. Anſwer to an Objefion that may 
be made againſt the Lord's Grant of my De- 
_ fire in ſpecial Favour, in ſending my Books 
into America : From that great Trial which 
follow' d upon it, in the Loſs of my dear Huf+ 
band by Sea, For, | 

As in this Third Part of my brief Account, 
I gave a Hint of the Lord's ſending my Books 
into America, as an Anſwer of Prayer; and of 
his engaging my Heart to ruſt in Him, and 
fearleſs, venture into this Service for Him, in 
the Face of Difficulties: From thoſe Words, 
Fear not ye; for ye ſeek Jesus: And, The 
Merchandiſe of Wiſdom is better than Silver, 
and the Gain thereof than fine Gold : Hence, as 
it pleas'd God to exerciſe me with ſo great a 
Trial as the Loſs of my dear Huſband by Sea, in 
his Return Home: Some may be ready to 
think and ſay, — 

O5). That if the Lord had granted my De- 
fire in ſpecial Favour; and call'd me to ven- 
ture in this Service for his Honour: Surely the 


G 4 End, 
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End, would not have been ſo dark and trying: 
The Event, having in it, rather the Face of a 
Revuke, than the leaſt Aſpect of Favour.— 
Fo this therefore, I think it my Duty to make 
ſome Reply. And to ſet Things in the ſame 
Light, in which they appear to me, let it be 
obſerved by way of Anſwer, in General: 
Am. 1. That my dear Huſband's going 
into America, was not deſired, nor ſougbt for, 
by me, nor was his going thither, on Account 
of my Books, but on other Accounts; and his 
Deſien to take the Books with him, was after 
he had determined his Voyage, So that my 
2reat Trial in the Loſs of my dear Yoke- 
fellow, was nel occaſion'd, principally, by 
my Books being ſent into America: Tho! it 
followed thereon conſequentially.— But if it 
Bad; no juſt Argument could thence be drawn, 
That the Lord had not granted my Deſire in 
ſpecial Favour, nor call'd me to venture in 
this Service for his Honour. Becauſe, 

Anſ. 2. The Judgments of God are a great 
Deep: No Man knoweth either Love or Haired, 
by all that is before them: Whiiſt, All Things 
come alike unto all. So that Gop's Way being 
in the Sea, and his Path in the great Waters, 
his Footfleps are at Times, to his deareſt Fa- 
vourites) zt known. And, 

| Anſ. 3. The Eſtimate of God's ſpecial Fa- 
vour, or of his faiherly Diſpieaſure, in his va- 
rious Diſpenſations towards his dear Children, 


is not to be taken merely from the outward 
1 Face 
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Face of Things in Providence , but rather from 
the inward Effect of thoſe Diſpenſations upon 
their Souls, —Great Trials, are not always the 
Fruit of great Sins, nor a Token of God's 
oreat Diſpleaſure, but are ſometimes an In- 
dication of his great Favour. As is clear in 
the Caſe of Job, whom the Lord ſingled out 
in ſpecial Favour, to be an eminent Inſtance 
and Example of ſuffering Afiition and of Pa- 
tiznce, to Gop's Honour, in ſupporting him 
under the Trial, and bringing him out of the 
Furnace, as Gold ſeven Times refined, and to 
Job's ſpecial Advantage, preſent and eternal. 
So that, if great Trials, are bleſt to God's 
People, to exerciſe their Graces, and to pre- 
pare them for their Crown, they may, they 
ought to be, eſteemed by them, as Tokens of 
his ſpecial Favour, And lo, the greateſt te- 
poral Loſ5, may prove to Wiſdom's Mer- 
chants, the greateſt Gain, both ſpiritual and 
eternal : And can be no Argument, againſt the 
Grant of their Deſires in pcculiar Favour, nor 
againſt their being call'd of God to venture in 
any Piece of Service for his Honour; whatever 
Trial may attend their Labour. — But, more 

„ . 
Though, No Affliction that befalls the 
Saints in a Way of Duty, can be any juſt Ar- 
gument againſt the Lord's ſpecial Mercy; yet 
Satan and Unbelief, are not wanting to make 
ſuch Suggeſtions, when the dear Children of 
God are under /rying Diſpenſations, And thus 
G 5 I muit 
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I muſt confeſs, that my Soul-Enenſſes, tho 


in the main mightily reſtrained, yet at Times, 
under -my great Trial, have ſaid unto me, 


* Where is thy Grd? If thou hadſt found 
_ & Grace in his Sight as his ſpecial Favourite, 


% would he have dealt thus with thee ? Is this 


| le End, of N truſting in Cod? &c. To 


which when moſt op . I was enabled to 
reply thro* Grace, © No; this is not the End: 
„My Gop, is. but on his Way, in ſpecial Fa- 


vour, to do me Good, by this great Trial. 
„ Tho* he now veils his Face in a Cloud, he 


will again bring me forth to the Light, and 
I ſhall behold his Righteouſneſs, But, what- 
ever my Gop doth with me; Hz will be 
« glorify'd ;, and that ſhall be my Foy, &c.“ 
I have no Doubt, of God's ſending my 


A 


Books into America, as an Anſwer of my 


Prayer, nor that he did this of ſpecial Favour. 
And in that he did it by Means of my dear 


Huſband's going thither, who diſpers'd them 


abroad in ſuch Numbers, as no other Perſon 
either could or would; my God herein, hath 
not only anſwered, but far exceeded, my De- 


Gres, Faith and Hope. O how ſmall would | 


have been my Portion of Favour, if God had 
granted my Requeſt, in the Way I wiſh'd, and 
ſent only a few of the Books, to be diſpers 0 by 


| a Friend that went thither, as 1 dejired; 


what it was, when the Lord anſwered 55 
Prayer in his own Way, and did for me there- 
In, according to the infinite Grace of his ow 

Heart 
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Heart By the Way, then, How good is it» 
to refer -all our. Petitions, for Manner, Mea- 
ſure, and Time of Anſwer, to the Wiſdom 
and Grace of the God of Compaſſions: Who 
delighteth to do for his People, exceeding a- 
bundantly above all that they aſk or think! 
Great was the Goodneſs of my Gop towards 
me, in ſending my Books by my dear Huſ- 
band, in that unthought of, undeſired Way ; 
in carrying him and them ſafe over the great 
Waters; in preſerving his Life till they were 
ſpread abroad, and till he could inform me, 
« That many dear Friends deſir'd to be re- 
e membred to me moſt kindly, and that he 
« would acquaint me, that the Books, had 
been bleſt to their Souls, and they made to 
e Gob, that they ever ſaw them:“ 
Which was, and is, my preſent Conſolation, 


and will be my eternal Foy, to the endleſs 


Glory of infinite Grace 


And as my dear Huſband, aim'd at the 


Glory of God and the Good of Souls, in his 
going into America; and in this Work, which 
he did there, and likewiſe had the Satisfaction 


to ſee his Deſires in part accomplithed : So 


likewiſe, he had the Pleaſure ro ſee, and to 
acquaint me, % That his Labours in the 
% Goſpel of. Chriſt, were bleſt for the Edifica- 
* tion of Saints, and for the Converſion of ſome 
Sinners, not leſs than Eleven or TwetveSouls.”? 


This he inform'd me of with the deepeſt 


Humility, under a Senſe of his great Unwor- 
| thineſs, 
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thineſs, and with the higheſt Wonder at the 
exceeding Riches of God's Free Grace, in 
thus working by his Miniſtry. And this was 
to me, a very great Joy; and made the Pain 
of Abſence more eaſy, Yea, I thought, when 
] had this News, That I could freely give 
* him up to the Lord's Service, if he ſhould 
call for his very Life to be ſpent in it; and 
that I ſhould loſe my Pain for his Abſence, 
in the Pleaſure of my Lord's Glory, by his 
Preſence where ſuch bleſſed Work was to be 
done by him.**—And as the Lord wrought 
this Diſpoſition then in my Heart; So when 
he was pleas'd thus actually to try me, it was 
brought to my Thought. And thro' his 
Grace with my Spirit, I was ſtill of the ſame 
Mind, and ſweetly the Lord drew me into 
Reſignation to, and Acquieſcence with, his 
good Pleaſure, -- . 
But notwithſtanding this, my Trial was very 
reat ; not only perſonally, but relatively con- 
Fder'd, with reſpect to the Church. I had not 
only loſt my dear Huſband, but the Church 
alſo had loſt its Paſtor, I gave a Hint in the 
Second Part of my Brief Account, of that great 
Love to the People, and Concern for their Good, 
which the Lord wrought in my Soul, when he 
firſt brought me amongſt them, from the Pro- 
miſes he gave me concerning them.—And by 
his applying that Word to my Heart, He ſen! 
Lifore them Moſes, and Aaron, and Miriam: ! 


was perlua:led that the Lord had ſome "ow 
or 


APPENDIA 137 
for me to do among them. And thus, a natu- 
ral Care for their State, poſſeſſed my Heart. 

And this Love and Care being continu'd, was 
heightned, by their being left deſtitute, hav- 
ing none to care for them. Their deſolate Caſe, 
made my Heart deſolate. 

Great were my Trials, with reſpect to the 
Church during my dear Huſband's A8fence, 
who was providentially detained from us, 
much longer than he thought of or deſigned, 
For while he was abſent, many of our Mem- 
bers dy*d, others were providentially remov'd, 
and the Auditory much decreaſed, &c. This 
melancholy A ſpect, greatly /ry'd me, as it did 
alſo my dear Huſband, who would fain have 
return*d to us much ſooner, but was prevented. 
But the Lord did me great Good, by my great 
Trials. Bleſſed be his holy Name, he hereby 
exercis'd and increas'd my Faith and Love, 
Hope and Patience, and every Grace. So 
that I would not have been withont my A 
fiiions, which were attended with ſuch bleſſed 
Fruits, Believing, I rejoiced, that the Lord 
led me the right Way, to a City of Haditation. 
And as my God enabled me to bring a little 
Glory 10 Him, under my Griefs, my Jays 
therein, were unſpeakable 1 lov'd the Glory, 
of G34, I rejoiced in it, far above a'l Things, 
But the low Eſtate of the Church, lay very 
near me. This put me upon crying to the 
Lord moſt earneſtly, for my dear Huſband's 
Return, and that the Lord, in an eminent 
Manner, would return with 11im, and build up 

the 
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the' Tabermatle of David, which was fallin 
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down amongſt us. I pray d, I wreſtled with 
God, I could not, would not, let him go, 
without a Blefling. And he ſaid unto me, 


repeatedly, I know thee by Name; and thou 


haſt found Grace in my Sight: And, Thou haſt 


prevailed. Innumerable were the Promiſes that 


the Lord gave me; which greatly reviv'd, 
and mightily ſupported me. I liv'd amidſt 


promis'd Grace, I truſted Divine Faithfulneſs. 


And whenever my Heart fainted, ſome Word 
or other, as a ſpiritous Cordial, was given me. 


And fait, very fain, would I have ſeen the 


Promiſes fulfilled in my dear - Huſband's ſafe 


Return, and his abundant Uſefulneſs. I could 
ſee no Way like this, for the Glory of God, 
and our Joy. And therefore thought, © That 
© if the Lord comforted me on every Side, (as 
dhe ſaid he would) ſurely he would return my 


dear Huſband, and work eminently by him.” 


But Gop's 7 bought; and Ways, were as high 
above my 7. houghts, and the Ways which I drew 


out for him to work in, as [by Heavens are 
above the Earth! 


Thus for ſeveral Years. was 1 carvied on. 
Promiſes ſupported me, Providences try'd me. 
And ua Spirit of Supplication; with earneſt 


Expectation for Gop, were kept up in my 


Soul. I cry'd to him, believ'd in him, lov'd 
him, long'd for him, and patiently referring 


the Time of his Appearance for me, to his 


ſovereign Pleaſure, and cheerfully, for his 


| Honour, I waited for him, And every Spring | 
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and Fall, when 1 had Hopes of my Huf 
band's Return, my Trial was renewed by 
repeated Diſappointments.— And when 7 laſt 
expected his coming, according to his Pur- 
poſe, I had many Scriptures brought to my 


Mind on a ceftain 1908 and part of the next, 
| 


with Power and great Glory : and that in par- 
ticular, Lo, this is our God, we have waited 
for him, and be will ſave us: this is ibe Lox p, 


we bave waited for him, we will be glad, and 
9. Whence 


rejoice in his Salvation, Iſa, xxv. 


* 


I thought, Perhaps this may be the Time of 


* my dear Huſband's landing.” But again 1 
thought, © Surely it cannot, as the Wind is 


* contrary.” And while I was reaſoning thus 
in my Mind, thoſe Words came in, My 
Thoughts are not your Thoughts, neither are your 
Ways my Ways, ſaith the Loxp. For as the 
Heavens are higher than the Earth, ſo are my 
Ways higher than Jour Ways, and my Thoughts 
than your Thoughts, For as the Rain cometh 
down, and the Snow from Heaven, &c. Iſa. Iv. 
8, 9, 10, 11. Upon which, I knew not 
what to think, more than this, That God's 
Word, ſhould be fulfilled in his own Way. 


And wait I did, to ſee how the Lord would 
work, —And as divers of the Promiſes. ſeem'd 


to beſpeak the Church's Deliverance near, and 
that, Thou ſhalt ariſe and have Mercy upon 
Zion : for the Time to favour her, yea, the ſet 
Time is come, Pal. cii. 13. I rejoic'd in Hope 


of promis'd Glory.,—But ſoon, amidſt all | 


Brightneſs that ſhined upon my Spirit, that 


Word 
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Word was brou ght, Vbo is among you. that 
feareth the Lox b, that obeyeth the Voice of bis 
Servant, that 2 70 in e and hath no 


k + 


Ie not how to take: "Having had lo many 
Promiſes of Light, that ſuch a Word ſhould 
come in, which 'ſcem'd to foretel Darkneſs, 


But I thought, © Perhaps the Lord might 


: pA this to me more hereafter.” 


nd lo, from that Time, when I look'd 


for Light to ſufround me ſuddenly, Darkneſs 
cover'd me ſpeedi, 1 115 The Fleet came, with 


which I expected my "Huſband, but He was not 


with it; nor any Letter from him, (as I us'd 
to have when he was prevented coming) nor 
Account of him, had I by it.— This y'd me 
exceedingly ; ; as from that Time 1 waited ear- 
neſtly and conſtantly, in hopes to ſee, or hear 
from him, or of him, and could hear No- 
thing, for near Six Months afterwards.—- 
During this Time of Trial, the Lord ſup- 
ported, and variouſly exerciſed me. I walk d 
in Darkneſs, indeed, and had no Light in Pro- 
vidence ; but enabled | was to zruft in the 
Lokp, and to ftay upon my Gob, in the Faith 


of his Promiſe: That 1 ſhould yet ſee his 


Faithfulneſs, in fulfilling his Word according 
to his own Mind: And J hop'd it might be 
in the Way that I defir'd; viz, in my dear 
Huſband's ſafe Return, after ſo long an Exer- 
ciſe. Various Temptations at Times'preſs'd hard 
upon me, but exceeding great and precious 

Promiſes 
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Promiſes were given to ſupport me; and I 
counted my God able and faithſul who had pro- 
miſed ; and for bis Honour, labour'd thus to 
ſet to my Seal, That He is true: Belteving to 
ſee the Goodneſs of the Lok b, in the Land of 
the Living. N 
At length, it pleas'd my kind Lord, to 
grant my Deſire of a Letter, — But oh! the 
News it brought: Inſtead of my dear Huſ- 
band's ſafe Return, I heard of his Death, and 
that he was caſt away in his Paſſage home, by 
the foundering of the Ship | How grieving 
was this to Nature! How trying to my Faith 
and Hope! The real Loſs of my dear Yoke- 
fellow ; the ſeeming Denial of my earneſt 
Prayers; and the Failure of my Expectation, 
as to his Return, which I hoped might have 
been included in God's never-failing Promiſes, 
with the Diſtreſs of the Church, occaſion'd 
thereby; came all upon me at once And 
Satan and Unbelief with their uſual Inſults, 
would fain have triumph'd over me. And + 
doubtleſs, preſt with ſuch Weights, I ſhould 
have ſunk- in deep Waters, if I had not been 
mightily Underpropped. But, Glory to the 
Eternal Gop | Underneath were the Everlaſting 
Arms | I received Mercy, and fainted zo7, in 
the Day of Adverfity ; but was enabled to ſtand 
my Ground for Gop, and in Faith to reſiſt 
the Enemy, And the Lord in tender Pity, 
reſtrained the Powers of Darkneſs, and bleſt⁵ 
me with the Light of Promiſe, that I might '}! 
endure the Gloom of Providence. So far as 
the 
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the Trial had the Face of ReSuke, I was hum- 
bled for my Unworthineſs and Vileneſs, juſti- 
fy'd Gop in his Diſpenſations, as holy, wiſe, 
and good. My Heart clave to him. I lov'd, 
ador'd, and bleſt him in all. And amidſt my 


| Sorrows, in my greateſt Depreſſions, Ire. 


Joiced, that whatever fell, God's Glory, by all 
would riſe. I lov'd the Glory of God above 
all Things; I earneſtly long'd actively to gb. 
rify bim in all; and with my utmoſt Strength, 
_ attempted to give him Praiſe, I dreaded No- 
thing ſo much, as caſting Diſponour upon my 
good Gop, by any unmeet Dejection of Spirit, 


when caſt by Providence into the Depths of 


Trial. And bleſſed be the Lord my own God, 
that I was enabled to think and ſpeak well of 
Him, under all, and to rejoice in HiM as my 
ALL: And in Hope of the Light of Glory, 
when the Vail of Darkneſs, ſhould. be taken 
off the Face of Providence, and I ſee it clearly, 
in a full Conſiſtency with the Promiſe, And 
mean while, To give my Gop a /ittle Glory 
by the Trial, Oh, it was Joy in Sorrow, Eaſe 
in Pain, Life in Death, to my Spirit! I ac 
counted this as my Gain, a Gain ſo great, that 


no Loſs of mine could equalize, or was worthy 


fo be compared with it: Yea, my very Loſs, 
as a ſubſervient Means, to this great End, was 
eſteemed by me a Sort of Gain. Thus my 
good Gop, ſupported, inſtructed, and coun- 
ſell'd me. For n 
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Once in particular, when I was thinking on 
my Trial, That in Itſelf, and Circumſtanees, 
it was the greateſt I ever met with:“ This 
was ſuggeſted to my Mind, That if this 
« was the greateſt Trial I ever met with; if 1 
ce would love, adore and bleſs my Gop under 
„ it, now he ſeem'd thus to rebuke me; I 
„ ſhould give him a greater Glory, than Jever 
« gave him.” And this, of the Glory of Gop, 
took my Heart exceedingly, and drew away 
my Soul after it. I rejoiced at a Thought, of 
glorifying Gor in the Fires; and loſt my Pain, 
in the ſweet Pleaſure. I rejoiced at my given 
Opportunity, to give Glory to my great and 
good GOD. I lbbok'd upon this as my Work ; 
and long'd to engage in it in good Earneſt.— 
And while I was thus exercis'd, the Lord 
ſhined into my Heart, to give the Knowledge 
of his Glory in the Face of Chriſt, in this 
Trial: He opened anotber Proſpert of it to me, 
and ſhew'd me, That I rather miſ called this 
Affliction, when I nam'd it Rebuke, and 
ought to account it a Favour, and an Honour 
caſt upon me, that I was calPd by ſuch a Trial, 
and enabled by Grace, to give the Lord ſuch 
a Glory, as without it I could not have given 
him. And thus I ſaw, That Ssfferings to the 
Saints, and this to me, was a Gift of God's 
ow Love, for the Sake of Chriſt, that on ihe 
ehalf of Chriſt, it was given me, not only 10 
believe on him, but alſo to ſuffer for his Sake, 
Phil, i. 29. This alſo was farther clear'd to 
| me, 
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me, from Mar. x. 30. But he ſhall receive an 
Hundred-fold now in this Time, Houſes, and 
Brethren, and Siſters, and Mothers, and Chil. 
dren, and Lands, with Perſecutions; and in 
the World to come eternal Life, Peter ſaid to 
our Lord, Lo, we have left all, and have fol. 
lowed thee, Ver, 28. And Jeſus anſwered and 
aid, Verily I ſay unto you, There is no Man 
that bath left Houſe, or Brethren, ar Siſters, or 
Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, or 
Lands, for my Sake and the Goſpels, But he 
ſpall receive, &c. Ver. 29, 30. Here our 
dear Lord aſſures his Followers, that they 
| ſhould be no Loſers, but Gainers, by whatever 
they had forſaken for Him, and his Goſpeſ's 


ceive an Hundred fold. and in the World 10 
come eternal Life. And among their Receiv- 
ings here, as Royal Gifts of his ſpecial Favour, 
he puts in Perſecutions, Strange! That Per- 
ſecutions ſhould be put into the Reward of 
thoſe, who had forſaken all for Chriſt's Sake. 


left any Thing for Chriſt's Sake, To give 
them the preſent -Bliſs, under Efficacious 
Grace, of Oppor/unities to glorify God, and our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by their Sufferings; that 


vancement of their Crown, when He appears! 
Oh rich Reward, of forſaking A4, for Chrift's 
Sate! Ine ffable Gain, of that Loſs ! ! ** 
1 Us, 


Sake, that now in #his Time, they ſhould re- 


But #hus, thus Troubles and Afflictions, are 
caſt upon the Favourites of Heaven, that have 


this alſo may be unto their Glory, for the Ad- 
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Thus, in General and Particular, I have at- 
tempted to ſet Things in the ſame Light, in 
which they appear to me: In order to ſhew, 
That the Lord's ſending my Books into Ame- 

rica, was the Anſwer of my Prayer, in ſpecial 

Favour : And alſo, That as I was call'd to 
truſt the Lord, and to venture in this Service 
for his Honour ; So my Gain was unſpeakably 
great thereby, to my exceeding Foy, notwith- 
ſtanding my great Trial and Sorrow, in the 
Loſs of my dear Yoke-fellow : Yea, to ſhew, 
That my great Loſs, over-ruled by Grace, for 
the Glory of God by me, and for my Glory i in 
Him, was my ineffable Gain] And this 1 
have done, 

1. For the Vindication of Code 8 
The Honour of his Grace and Faithfulneſs, as 
a Gop bearing Prayer, and keeping Covenant. 
And 

2. For the Advantage of his dear Children: 
To remove any Objection, or Cauſe of Stum- 
bling, from the tender Lambs of Chriſt, 
which might be caſt in their Jay, while 
viewing the Lord's gracious Dealings with 
me, from that great Tria/, with which he was |: 
pleas'd to exerciſe me And theſe Ends | ' 
chiefly had in view in this Appendix, 5 

And as my Trials reſpected, not only Pro- | 
vidences, but alſo Promiſes ; IJ have one Thin 1 
more, that for the Glory of God and the 1 


Good of his People, I would give lome Hints 
about: This : 


T_T — 


" 
* 
1 1 * 
42 — » —— — 0 wo n : -— ” ” 5 
EE I > bane — — * —— — - 7 a 
* «x a a | 
. : i Sov, 4 
n ETD T — n — 
KCC oo : ñ — 3 recs. n c er M 
—* * : : 


W 


— — 


ry 
n — —— P 
— 4 * 


6 That 


166 APPENDIX 
That it pleaſeth God at Times, to fulfil his 


-Promiſes to his People, not by the Gift of 


thoſe very Things, or in thoſe very Ways, 
which they de/ir'd, and perhaps expected from 
the Promiſe : But by Things, or in Ways, 
which Hz, in his infinite Wiſdom and Good. 
neſs, ſees better. 

Of this I have had abundant Experience, in 
theſe my late Trials. To inſtance in one Par- 
ticular. . 

About a Fortnight before I heard of my 
dear Huſband's Death, while I was waiting 


with a Who can tel] but God may be gracious 


to me, in his /afe Return? Had almoſt loſt 
Hope of it, but knew not how the Lord might 
appear, tho' every Thing then look'd very 


dark and trying: That Word, with great 


Power, came into my Mind, Purſue ; for 


thou ſhalt ſurely recover all, 1 Sam. xxx, 8. 


This Word, I knew not how to take. I 
thought it very improbable, that my Huſ- 
band ſhould be return'd, and my Deſire there- 
by granted, in the Deliverance and Proſperity 
of the Church, But I aſk'd the Lord, If 
„ there was yet room for me to hope for fo 
great Favours? And I was directed to caſt 
myſelf upon the Grace, Power and Faithful- 
neſs of Gop, to fulfil his Promiſe as ſhould 


be moſt for his own Glory in my Salvation. 


Then that Word came in, Go thy Way, and 
as thou haſt believed, ſo be it done unto thee, 
Mat. viii. 13. And theſe likewiſe, Pl, 815 

ar 
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For the Sighing of the Needy, now will I ariſe, 
ſaith the Lok p, Ifa, xlii. 13, 14. The Logp 
ſhall go forth as a mighty Man, he ſhail ftir up 


Jealouſy like a Man of War : He ſhall ery, 
yea, rore; he ſhall prevail againſt bis Enemies. 


I have long Time holden my Peace, I have been 
till and refrained myſelf : now will I cry like 
a travailing Woman, I will deſtroy and devour 
at once, From theſe Words I was perſuaded, 
that the Lord would ſurely and ſpeedily appear 
for me, to anſwer my Faith and Hope, in 
promis'd Deliverance notwithſtanding the 
Triumphs of my ſpiritual Enemies over me, 

in the 8 of my Diſtreſs, while in Provi- 
dence the Lord hid his Face. And by the 
former, Purſue, for thou ſhalt without Fail re- 
cover all: 1 was directed to go on by Faith 
and Prayer, in the Purſuit of promis'd 
Mercies, and aſſur'd that 1 HHould recover 
all; as it were out of the Hand of the 


Enemy; tho' at Times I was ready to give up 


all for /oft, as if my Hope was cut off, and 
carried away by adverſe Power, And being 
thus ſtrengthned by theſe Promiſes, I waited 
for their Fulfilment; and knew not then, but 


the Lord might perform his Word, in that 


very Way, and by that very Perſon which I 
deſir'd; viz. by returning my dear Huſband 


in Safety, and by Bleſſing his Miniſtry for the 


Church's Proſperity : Tho' at that Time, 
nothing appear'd but the contrary, 


And 
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And bleſſed be my good Gop, he ſpeedily 
fulfill'd his Word, and anſwer'd my Prayer, 
in giving me to hear of my Huſband. And 
tho' it was of his Death, by which my Hope 
was cut off as to his Return, and ſo as to his 


Uſefulneſs, who was the Perſon that I wiſh'd, 


and hop'd the Lord would work by : (And 
which I then was apt to call the very Thing 
that I ſought; but have ſince ſeen, that the 
main Thing J ſought the Lord for, was the 
Proſperity of the Church; and that my dear 
Huſband's Return, and Uſefulneſs, were but 
the Means, I wiſh'd to have the Thing I de- 
ſir'd accompliſh'd by: For,) Yer, the Lord's 


Promiſe, did not fail, nor did what I hop'd 


for from it, come to Nothing, My Hope 
(what I hop'd for) in his Word, was Glad. 
neſs : Or, the Matter of my Toy, in its Ac- 
 compliſhment. For tho' the Lord did not give 
me the main Thing I deſir'd, by my Huſ- 
band's Return, he gave it me in another Way, 
which He thought better, by another Mi— 
niſter, brought to reſide amongſt us, and diſ- 

nfe his Goſpel to us; and ſome Repiving by 
is Miniſtry he bleſt us with. The Lord 
lov'd my dear Huſband into his own Boſom, 
lov'd the Trial of his Death to me and the 
Church, and /ov'd another Miniſter to us in 
his Room : All which, infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs ſaw better, more for God's Glory 
and our Advantage, than if Things had been 
as I wiſh'd, and hop'd for —And as por 
57 0 
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God gives Mercies and Comforts to his Peo- 
ple, he · ſometimes gives them in Paris: And 
reſerves to himſelf a Liberty to beſtow what 
Trials with them, He pleaſeth, to anſwer the 
Ends of his Wiſdom and Grace: So, tho” 
the Mercy I deſit'd, was at firſt given but in 
part, and various Trials attended, while this 
Miniſter reſided with us, and after he had 
done miniſtring to us; yet the Lord appear'd 
for us —That Promiſe, before I heard of my 
Huſband's Death, was apply'd for Comfort 
to my Heart, I will ſettle you after your old 
Eſtate, and will do better unto you than at your 
Beginning, Ezek. xxxvi. 11. From this I 
was perſuaded, that the Church ſhould enjoy 
2 Paſtor, and be bleſt with the Adminiſtration 
of ſpecial Ordinances, &c. and that therein, 
under a rich Deſcent of Divine Influence, the 
Lord would do better unto us than at our 
Beginning: And fain would I have had, yea, 
was apt to think, my dear Huſband might be 
the very Perſon and Inſtrument, deſign'd by 
the promis'd Grace, But tho' Providence 
ſhew'd, that He was not the Perſon, nor yet 
that other Miniſter, intended in the Promiſe ; 


Yet the Lord, to fulfil his Word, appear'd - 


gloriouſly, as a Gop bearing Prayer, at a 
Time of our great Neceſſity, in providing 
another Perſon, a choice Miniſter, for us, and 
giving him into the Boſom of the Church. 
Whoſe Miniſtry being bleſt unto us, we re- 
queſted him to take the Paſteral Care of us : 
o which the Lord, of his infinite Mercy, 
2: ws, H inclin'd 


— —-V—t—— ͤ lãaſv —— che — — —— 


170 FP F-EF.ND FX 
inclin'd his Heart —And tho' the Church is 
yet in a low Eſtate; we hope to ſee the Plum. 
met in the Hand of Zerubbabel, in the Hand 
of Chrift, the King of Sion, that again he 
will build us, and we ſhall be built: And 


with Expectation for Gop, who hath pro- 


mis'd to do great Things, we wait to ſee, 
How much better the Lord will do unto us, 
than at our Beginning !/—And in divers Re- 
ſpects, I ſee already, how much better it was, 
for God's Glory, and the Good of his People, 
that He took his own Way, in working De- 
liverance for us, according to his Promiſe, 
than if he had wrought in that Way, which I 
moſt earneſtly de/ired. . 
Thus, Purſuing, in the Paths of Duty, 
promis'd Mercy, I have ſurely recover'd, and 
all recover all. All that the Lord intended 
in the Promiſe, and all, in Subſtance, that J 
defir'd, and hop'd for, from the Word of the 
Lord: Tho' not in that very Way, and by 
that very Perſon which I wißß' d, and in fome 
Sort expected; but in others, that God ſaw 
better, and in and by which, I truſt, He will 
far exceed my ExpeCtation : Fulfilling his Pro- 
miſes, and my Deſires, in doing for me, ac» 
cording to the Immenſity of his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, and the Eternity of his Truth and 
Faithfulneſs, more exceeding abundanily than 
I could aſt or think! * From hence then! 
al --- 


* N. B. The Reader is here deſir'd to review 
the Inſtruction given ine in the Night of Nov. 20, 
= | 1741. 
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Thirdly, Cloſe this Appendix with a Word 


or two of Uſe. And 
= 1, Let 


For doubtleſs the Lord intended more in the Truths 
he taught me by thoſe Scriptures then apply'd to 
me, than what at that Time I apprehended. 
My Inſtruction and Comfort then given, were ra- 
ther general, than particular, via. That the Lord 
« would open a Way for my defired Uſefulneſs ac- 
&« cording to his Promiſe. And that tho* I might 
« meet with Trials before the Fulfilment of the 
« Promiſe, yet when the Time of it came, I 
« ſhould be deliver'd out of them.” —But now, 
having the Light of Providence, to irradiate the Pro- 
miſe, I humbly think, That the Lord deſign'd me 
a farther Uſefulneſs, than what at that Time I ex- 
plicitely deſir'd: That he intended Promiſes which 
{hould be afterward given me, as well as thoſe that 
were then apply'd : That the Time of the Promiſe, 
reſpected both: That the Trials I might meet with 
between the giving and fulfilling of the Promiſe, 
had likewiſe a double Aſpect: And that the Deli- 
verance, and the Deliverer, then hinted, were va- 
rious in their Intendment, and diftin& in their Ac» 
compliſhment. 

The Uſefulneſs which I then chiefly ſought, was 
that I earneſtly wiſh'd for by the bringing out of 
my Books, the ſending them abroad, and particu- 
larly in America. The Promiſes then given me 
chiefly reſpected this. The Trials I was firft to 
meet with, related to the Delay of the Books com- 
ing out, it being from that Time near two Years, 
ere Providence open'd a Way for their being printed. 


But when the Time of the Promiſe, in that Reſpect, 


drew nigh, lo, my Gop brought them out, as it 
H 2 were 
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1. Let the dear Saints be cautions, when 
God applies Promiſes to comfort them in 
their Diſtreſſes, which forete] their Delive- 
rances; How they draw out Ways, and fix 
Times, for Gop to walk, and work in: As 
He often performs his Word, anfevers their 
Faith and Prayer, /u/fils, and even exceed. 
their Deſires, in granting them, not thoſe 
very Things, or not in thoſe very Ways, which 
they molt earneſtly i and expe, but in 
others, which for his Glory and their Good, 
are far, far, better. Tis true, our good God, 


were all at once. And an unthought of Inſtrument, 
my dear Huſband, the Lord employ'd, to diſperſe 
them in America. e MES | : 

But my farther Uſefulneſs, which the Lord alſo 
intended, did particularly reſpe& this poor little 
Church, for which I all along was much concerned. 
The Promiſes which the Lord gave me after my 
Huſband's Departure, chiefly reſpected their Proſ- 
perity, Which I moſt earneſtly ſought for. The 
Trials I met with relating to the Church, occaſion'd 
by my Huſband's long Stay, and the Delay of the An- 
ſwer of my Prayers, were very great, a Wilderneſs 
indeed ; into which the Lord brought, and in ſome 
Senſe allur'd me: And fitly was this my State re- 
ſembled by the Buſh on Fire, and not conſumed. 
But when the Time of the Promiſe reſpeRing the 
Church, drew nigh, the Lord in boundleſs Mercy 
and infinite Faithfulneſs, rais'd up a Deliverer, and 
wrought Deliverance, by ſending the Miniſter be 
had provided ; and whom he gave to be our Paſtor. 
—— Thus in both Reſpects, was I ſatisfy' d with the 
Lord's promis'd Goodneſs, and my Trials in both, 
were bleſt for my Advantage, 


doth 


JW th FH a, . fo) * My 4A OA 22 — A 


p—_— 


APPENDIX. - .. ooh 


doth' many Times perform his Promiſe, an- 
{wer our Faith and Hope, and abundantly 
ſatisfy our Deſires, by granting us the very 
Things, in thoſe very Ways, that we requeſt 
and expe: As in my Second Part of Brief Ac- 
count, Sc. page 34, Cc. But as he doth 
not always do thus; it is ſafeſt to wait for 


the Explication of the Promiſe, in Providence, 
before we draw any poſitive Concluſions, as 


to the particular Manner and Time of its Ac- 
compliſnment. FFF 

2. Let the Heirs of Promiſe, judge the 
Gor of Promiſe, both able and faithful, to 
fulfl his gracious Engagements: For not a 
Jot or Tittle of his Word ſhall fail. If he 
viſits us not in that Way which we wiſh, or 
expect, he will come in another and better, 
Whatever fails, God's Promiſe ſhall not fail, 
nor any Part of the Grace of it, be unaccom- 
pliſhed, And much it is for God's Honour, 
and our Joy, that we ſet to our Seal, That Hg 
is true. And that, while promis*'d Mercies 
are depending, ye frequently ſay in Faith and 
Hope, The Strength of Iſrael, will not lie, nor 
repent: Hath HE ſaid, and will he not do it? 


Or, hath He ſpoken, and will be not make it 


good? For thus believing, there ſhall be a 
Performance of thoſe Things, which are told 
us from the Lord. And hence, 


3. Let us learn, The Bleſſedneſs of Thoſe, 


| who truſt in the Lok p at all Times, and pour 


ent their Hearts before HIM, who as their Gop, 
H 3 i 
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is a Refuge for them: For, They ſhall praiſe 
be Lox, that ſeek him. Their Heart ſball live, 
that ſeek Gop. For the Eyes of tbe Lon b ru 
#0 and fro thro* the whole PT to Ker Him. 
felf ſtrong, in bebalf of them (in fulfilling his 
Promiſes and working Deliverances for them) 
whoſe Heart (in reſpect of Truft) is perfect u- 
wards bim — Now unto Him who hath done, 
and is able to de for me, and all his Suppliants, 
exceeding abundantly above all that we aſk or 
think, according to the Power that worketh in 
ut, Unio Him be Glory in the Church 5 


CnxisT Jz8vs, throughout all Ages, World 
Nile * ! * 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Feb. 21, 1749. I ſought the Lord, to know 
if He would pleaſe to have my Third Part of 
Brief Account put to the Preſs, having finifhe 


its Appendix. And by theſe Scriptures ſweetly 


apply'd to my Heart, I was perſuaded it was 


his Mind that it ſhould, Fear thou not, fon Þ 


am with thee z be not diſmayed, for am thy 
God, Iſa. xli. 10. From this I had a ſweet 
Hint, That the Lord would be with me in its 
Our-going, as my Gop. Which fill'd me with 
Heart-melting Wonder, that the Lord ſhould 
be with me, and my Gop ſtill, notwithſtanding 
my Unprofitableneſs. Loveſ thou ME? 
Feed my Lambs, Joh. xxi, 15. By this my 
dear Lord calPd for this little Piece to come out, 
put it upon my Love to bim, to feed bis Lambs 
thereby, and gave me a plealing Hint, That 
this Bleſſing ſhould attend my Labour. 7h 
art Gilead unto Mx, Jer. xxii, 6. That is, An 
Heap of Witneſs unto Him, in this Service, and 
an Healer of the Spirits of his People, as it was 


then apply'd with Heart-melting Power unto- 


me. And as had fome Fears, left by its Pub- 
lication, any ſhould bin of me more highly than 
is meet; or any reflect upon me, for preſenting 
to public View, while I was living, what paſſed 
between God and my Soul in private > Theſe 
Scriptures were brought, I have made thee an 
Iron Pillar, and braſen Walls: Be not diſmayed 
at their Faces, left I confound thee before them, 
Jer. i, 17, 18. Whoſoever therefore ſhall be a. 
| 0 _ ' . ſhamed. 
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ſhamed of Mx, of him ſhall the Son of Man be a. 
| ſhamed, when he cometh in the Glory of his Father, 
with his boly Angels, Mar. viii. 38. Theſe laid 
my Spirit under an holy Awe, pointed my Eye 
ſingly to the Lord, and made me in ſome Sort 
regardleſs of Men. This Word likewiſe came 
in, to excite. me to publiſh it now, and to hint it 
to me as Duty, She hath donewhat Shecould, Ch, 
xiv. 8. That Text alſo encourag'd me, This 
ſhall be written for the Generation to come: and 
the People that ſhall be created, ſhall praiſe the 
Lox, Pſ. cii. 18. And, The Lord hath Need of 
him, Mar. xi. 3. By this my Heart was ſweetly 
melted, at the infinite Condeſcenſion of my 
Lord's Grace, that He ſhould ſay, Hz had Need 
of this my poor Service O my dear Lord Jeſus, 
drawn by thee, of thine Own 1give thee! And 
with it, my little Self, Waſh thy vile Worm, and 
my polluted Service in thy precious Blood, cloth me 
with thy Beauties; take my feeble Work, into thine 
Almighty Hand, get Thyſelf Honour thereby; and 
let thy moſt unworthy Worm have the Bliſs, with all 
thy Saints and Angels, to give thee endleſs Praile! 
— Say, Lord Jeſus, yea, thou doſt ſay, Be it un- 
to thee, even as thou wilt! 
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To ſuch of the 


SERVANTS 
CHRIST, 


W H o 
May have any Scruple about the 


Lawfulneſs of PrinNTiNnNG any Thing 
written by a Woman : 


T 0 8 H E W, 
That Boox-TEACHING is private, with 


Reſpect to the Church, and permitted to 


private Chriſtians, yea, commanded to 
Thoſe, of either Sex, who are Gifted for, 
and Inclin'd to engage in this Service. 
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To ſuch of the Servants of CHRIST, 
who have any Scruple about the Law- 
fulneſs of PRINTING any Thing writ- 
ten by a Woman: A Friend and Ser- 
vant of Theirs, ſendech Greeting, 


HFonour d Brethren, OY 

Aving heard that ſome of you have 

_ objected againſt my appearing in 
Print; as if it was contrary to the re- 
vealed Vill of God: I thought it my Duty, 
meekly and humbly to offer to your Con- 
ſideration, what is ſatisfactory to my own 
Soul in this regard: And, 

Firſt, I beg Leave to aſſure you, that my 
Deſign in publiſhing what I have written; 
was only the Glory of God, and the Good 
of Souls, This End I know you approve 
of, And that the Means I have made Uſe 
of to attain it, is Lawful and Right, 
will be evident, if you conſider, 
Secondly, That my appearing in Print, 
is not againſt any of the Laws of Chrilt 
in the ſacred Records, Theſe I highly 

A 2 | value, 
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value, and deſire ever to obey with the 


greateſt Delight, It is not againſt rhat, 
1 Tim. ii. 12, But I ſuffer not a Woman 


to Teach, nor to uſurpþ Authority over the 


Man, but to be in Silence, Nor yet againſt 
that, 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35. Let your Mo- 
men keep Silence in the Churches: for it is 
not permitted unto them to ſpeak ; but they 
are commanded to be under Obedience, as 
alſo faith the Law. It is plain from theſe 

Texts, that it is a Publick Authoritative 


Teaching in the Church, that is here for- 


bidden unto Women : And that it is in 
this regard only, they are commanded to 


be in Silence. And Printing is a Thing 
of a very different Conſideration, 


For tho' what is printed is publiſhed to 


the World, and the Inſtruction thereby 


given, is in this regard Publich, in that 
it is preſented to every ones View: Vet 
it is Private with reſpect to the Church. 
Books are not Read, and the Inſtruction 
by them given in the public Aſemblies of 
the Saints: But viſit every one, and con- 
verſe with them in their own Private 
Houſes, And therefore the Teaching, or 
Inſtruction thereby given is private: and 
of no other Conſideration than that of 
Writing a private Letter to a Friend, or 
of having private Conference with him for 


his 


F 
his Edi fication. And this is not only per- 
mitted to all the Saints, of whatever Sex 
they be, But, 

T hirdly, It is commended. Rom. xiv. 19. 
Let us therefore follow after the Things 
which make for Peace, and Things where- 
with one (any one, Male or Female) may 
edify another. If it is the Duty of Nomen 
to ſeek the Ediſication of their Brethren 
and Sifters ; then is it their Duty to uſe 
the Means of! it, whether it be in ſpeak- 
ing, writing, or printing : Since all theſe 
are private, and proper to the Sphere 
which the Lord has allotted them. Thus 
any Believer, Male or Female, that is gift- 
ed for, and inclin'd to publiſh their 
Thoughts in Print, about any Truth of 
Chriſt, for the private Inſtruction and 
Edification of the Saints; is permitted, yea, 
cemmanded ſo to do. And unleſs Women 
were excluded from being Members of 
Chriſt's myſtical Body, their Uſefulneſs, in 
all due Means, ought not to be hindred. 
Since it is declar'd; that rom Chriſt the 
Head, the «whole Body, fitly joined together, 
and compacted by that which every Foint 
uppireth, according to the effetual Mork- 
ing in the Meaſure of every Part, maketh 
Increaſe of the Body, 10 the edifying of it 
elf in Leve, Eph. iv. 16. If the whole 
A 3 Body, 
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Body, from Chriſt the Head, has Nourifh- 
ment miniſtred to it, by that which every 
Joint ſupplieth, even thoſe weak ones, of 


the Female Sex; then muſt they have ſome 


May of communicating what they receive 
from Chriſt, to the reſt of their Fellow- 


members. And if it ſhould be ſaid, zhis 
_ ought to be in private Converſe : I muſt beg 


Leave to add, and in Printing too, For 


this is one Yay of private Converſe with 


the Saints: Only it is a more extenſive one, 
of talking with Thouſands, which other- 
wiſe could not have been ſpoke with, nor 


can ever be ſeen Face to Face in the Fleſh, 


And is it the worſe on this Account ? Nay, 
ſurely, this kind of Communion with the 


Saints, in regard of the Numbers it extends 


to, is far preferable to that of perſonal 
Communion, becauſe of its narrow Bounds: 


and yet it is as private, But, 


Fourthly, As private Inſtruction is the 


Duty of Nomen as well as Men; fo we 


have an Example thereof, Ads xvili. 20. 
Where we are inform'd that Aquila and 


Priſcilla took unto them, even an eloquent 


Apollos, a Man mighty in the Scriptures, 
and Expounded unto him the Way of God 
more per fectiy. And this of communica- 
ting ones Mind in Print, is as private, with 
reſpect to particular Perſens, as if one did 

| it 


(7) 
it particularly unto every one by himſelf 
in ones own Houſe, There is only this 
Difference: The one is communicating 
ones Mind by Speech, in ones own private 
Houſe: The other is doing it by Writing, 
in the private Houſe of another Perſon, 
Both are ſtill private, And to this /aft, 
there needs not the publick Authority of 
Chriſt in his Church; (as there does for 
Preaching) becauſe this is not publicꝶ, 
but private Teaching. That which is 
exhibited in Books, can never be prov'd 
to be publick Teaching, unleſs the Books 
were deſign'd for the Inſtruction of pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, and are accordingly read 
in them. 2 

Once more, ſince Women are allw'd 
the Liberty of the Preſs, and ſome have 
us'd it about Trifles, and as it is to be 
fear'd under the Dictates of Satan, to 
the Propagation of his Kingdom : Shall 
none of that Sex be ſaffer'd to appear on 
Chriſt's Side, to tell of the Wonders of 
his Love, to ſeek the Good of Souls, and 

the Advancement of the Redeemer's In- 
tereſt !———Surely, I look upon the Oppo- 
futon made hereto, to be an Artifice of 
datan, to hinder the riſing Glory of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, and the Knowledge 
of Him, ſpreading itſelf over all the 
Earth, 


. 
Earth. And therefore the Children of 


Light ſhould beware of this Wile of the 


Prince of Darkneſs, For Satan never 
has been, nor will be wanting to oppoſe 


the Lord's Servants, of whatever Sex, 


Rank, or Age they be. He always has 
had, and will have ſomething to object 


_ againſt them, under one ſpecious Pretence 
or other, if poſſible to hinder their Le- 
Fulneſs, Either he will fay, They are 
unfit for ſuch a Work, or unworthy of 
it, that they are arrogant and aſſuming, 


that they 7ake too much upon them, and 


run before they are ſent ; or one thing 


or other, he will always have to object, as 


a Reaſon why they ſhould be d:/regarded. 


Chriſt, the Head of the Church, when 


as the Father's Servant, he came to fi- 


niſh the Work which he had given him 


to do on the Earth, was thus Zreated by 


Satan, And thus it far'd with thoſe 


which he ſet fr /# in the Church, the 
Apoſtles. And ſo has it been with all his 
Miniſters ever ſince. And ſo great is 
the Devil's Rage againſt Chriſt, that he 
will not let any, even the leaſt and laſt 
of all, that appear for Him, go free, 
without ſhooting his Arrows at them. 


And he never wants Inſtruments to ſpread 


his Inſinuations, Yea, ſo wilily doth he 
| work, 
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work, that he ſometimes gets indiſcer- 
nibly into the Lord's Servants themſelves, 

and cauſeth them to oppoſe one another in 
the Service of their great Maſter. Thus 
he got into Peter, when he diſſuaded 
our Lord from going thro' with the 
great Work of Redemption, which his 
Father gave him to do : Upon which he 
ſaid unto him, Get thee behind me Satan, 
Mat. xvi. 23. And thus, no doubt, un- 
der his Influence, the Diſciples had In- 
dignation againſt the Woman who pour'd 
the Box of precious Ointment upon Chriſt's |! 
Head; and faid unto her. To what pur- | 
poſe is this Waſte? For this Ointment 
might have been ſold for much, and given 
to the Poor. To whom our Lord reply'd: 
y trouble ye the Woman? For ſhe bath 
wrought a good Work upon me, —Verily I 

ſay unto you, whereſoever this Goſpel ſhall be 
preached in the whole World, there ſhall 
alſo this that this Woman hath done, be 

told for a Memorial of her, Mat. xxvi. 7, 
&, From hence it is evident, That the 
Servants of Chriſt themſelves, when un- 
der the Influence of Sin 'and Satan, may 

with indignation oppoſe one another in 

his Service, for thoſe good Works, which 

the Lord himſelf will own and honour. 
And therefore we had need to watch o- 


ver 
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ver our own Spirits, and againſt the Sug. 
geſtions of Satan : leſt we oppoſe the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of our dear Lord, and 
ſtep aſide into the Service of his grand 
Enemy, before we are aware.——And 
however weak any Servant of Chriſt is, 
or his Performances may be, yet ought 
he not therein to be de/pis'd of thoſe who 
are, or eſteem tliemſelves to be ſtrong, 
Since the Lord hath not deſpiſed the Day 
of ſmall Things, If any Perſon is full 
perſuaded in his own Mind, from t 
Word and Spirit of Chriſt, that it is his 
Duty to engage in any Piece of Service 
for God; it is ſufficient Warrant for him 
ſo to do. Nor ought he to be judged 
and condemned by his Fellow-Servants ; 
fince in this Affair, fo his own Maſter 
be ſtands or falls, Nor can any Perſon 
juſtly ſay, that ſuch a Performance will 
be uſeleſs to all; which is of no Benefit 


| to him, For evident it is, that Gifts, 


whether greater or leſſer, are to be us'd, 
and were not given in vain: And that the 
Exerciſe of thoſe Gifts, which may be 
of little or no Uſe to ſome, are of great | 
Service to ot bers. Let us therefore 


improve all the Talents given us; and 
Whether we have received Gifts for pub- 

lick or private Inſtruction, let us 2e the 
| ſame, 
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lame, nothing doubting, but our Lord 
of his infinite Grace, will crown our 
Labours with the promis d and deſign'd 
Succeſs. 

Imagine then, my dear Friends, when 
my Books come to your Houſes, that I am 
come to give you a Vt; (for indeed by 
them I do) and patiently attend to the 
Liſpings of a Babe : Who knows but the 
Lord may ordain Strength out of the Babe's 
Mouth? And give you a Viſit Himſelf, 
by ſo weak a Worm, to your ſtrong Con- 
ſolation ? It is all one to Omnipotence, to 
work by Worms, as by Angels. And 
remember, that the more contemptible 
and weak the Inſtrument is that the Lord 
works by, the more it commands the 
Glory of his Grace, and the Excellency 
of his Power. 

But yet, if after all that has been aid, 
any of you are not willing to have Com- 
munion with me in this Way : The Will 

f of the Lord be done There l is another 
Way in which I ſhall, thro' divine Aſ- 
liſtance, endeavour to have Communion with 
you, and ſeek your Good: And this is 
by Prayer unto God for you. For as 
for me to live is Chriſt; ſo while I live 
n the Fleſh, it is my carneſt Deſire, ſome 
Way 
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Way or other, to ſerve Him, his Inter 


4 


and People: And when in any Reſpect, or 
Degree I can do it, I think my ſelf happy. 
—— — Thus wiſhing all Peace and Proſpe- 


if rity: I am, 


Gentlemen and Brethren, 
Your moſt affet jonate, 
Humble Servant, 

In our Glorious 2 ORD, 


A. D. 


